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OPLES LITERACIES IN THE DIGITAL AGE CONTINUITIES CONFLICTS AND CONTRA
? ? ? ? ? Your coming to-me-ward, indeed, with "Welcome! fair welcome!" I hail. Your sight to me gladness doth bring and banisheth sorrow and
bale;.Presently, up came a horseman in quest of water, so he might water his horse. He saw the woman and she was pleasing in his sight; so he said
to her, 'Arise, mount with me and I will take thee to wife and entreat thee kindly.' Quoth she, 'Spare me, so may God spare thee! Indeed, I have a
husband.' But he drew his sword and said to her, 'An thou obey me not, I will smite thee and kill thee.' When she saw his malice, she wrote on the
ground in the sand with her finger, saying, 'O Abou Sabir, thou hast not ceased to be patient, till thy wealth is gone from thee and thy children and
[now] thy wife, who was more precious in thy sight than everything and than all thy wealth, and indeed thou abidest in thy sorrow all thy life long,
so thou mayst see what thy patience will profit thee.' Then the horseman took her, and setting her behind him, went his way..Indeed, many of the
notables of the people have sought her of me in marriage, but I would not marry her to any, for that, one night, I saw, in a dream, the balance
aforesaid set up and men and women being weighed, one against the other, therein, and meseemed I saw thee [and her] and it was said to me, "This
is such a man, (217) the allotted portion of such a woman." (218) Wherefore I knew that God the Most High had allotted unto her none other than
thyself, and I choose rather to marry thee to her in my lifetime than that thou shouldst marry her after my death.'.? ? ? ? ? My royal couch have I
forsworn, sequestering myself From all, and have mine eyes forbid the taste of sleep's delight..It is said that En Numan (169) had two
boon-companions, one of whom was called Ibn Saad and the other Amrou ben el Melik, and he became one night drunken and bade bury them
alive; so they buried them. When he arose on the morrow, he enquired for them and was acquainted with their case, whereupon he built over them a
monument and appointed to himself a day of ill-luck and a day of good-luck. If any met him on his day of ill-omen, he slew him and with his blood
he washed the monument aforesaid, the which is a place well known in Cufa; and if any met him on his day of grace, he enriched him..? ? ? ? ? e.
The Fifth Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.Now he feared [to return to the pot then and there], lest the idiot should follow him to the place and find
nothing and so his plan be marred. So he said to him, 'O Ajlan, (265) I would have thee come to my lodging and eat bread with me." So the idiot
went with him to his lodging and he seated him there and going to the market, sold somewhat of his clothes and pawned somewhat from his house
and bought dainty food. Then he betook himself to the ruin and replacing the money in the pot, buried it again; after which he returned to his
lodging and gave the idiot to eat and drink, and they went out together. The sharper went away and hid himself, lest the idiot should see him, whilst
the latter repaired to his hiding- place and took the pot.? ? ? ? ? I hope for present (62) good [and bounty at thy hand,] For souls of men are still to
present (63) good inclined..Tuhfet el Culoub and Er Reshid, ii. 203..Trust in God, Of, 114..? ? ? ? ? O friends, the tears flow ever, in mockery of
my pain; My heart is sick for sev'rance and love-longing in vain..Wife and the Learned Man, Khelbes and his, i. 301..Me, till I stricken was
therewith, to love thou didst excite, iii. 113.67. The Khalif El Hakim and the Merchant dcliii.When she had made an end of her verses, she
considered her affair and said in herself, 'By Allah, all these things have betided by the ordinance of God the Most High and His providence and
this was written and charactered upon the forehead.' Then she landed and fared on till she came to a spacious place, where she enquired of the folk
and hired a house. Thither she straightway transported all that was in the ship of goods and sending for brokers, sold all that was with her. Then she
took part of the price and fell to enquiring of the folk, so haply she might scent out tidings [of her lost husband]. Moreover, she addressed herself to
lavishing alms and tending the sick, clothing the naked and pouring water upon the dry ground of the forlorn. On this wise she abode a whole year,
and every little while she sold of her goods and gave alms to the sick and the needy; wherefore her report was bruited abroad in the city and the
folk were lavish in her praise..Would God upon that bitterest day, when my death calls for me, i. 47.With this the king bade the vizier go away to
his lodging, and when he arose in the morning, he abode his day in his house..? ? ? ? ? The raven of parting croaks loud at our door; Alas, for our
raven cleaves fast to us aye!.When this came to the king's knowledge, he despatched troops in pursuit of Zourkhan, to stop the road upon him,
whilst he himself went out and overtaking the vizier, smote him on the head with his mace and slew him. Then he took his daughter by force and
returning to his dwelling-place, went in to her and married her. Arwa resigned herself with patience to that which betided her and committed her
affair to God the Most High; and indeed she was used to serve Him day and night with a goodly service in the house of King Dabdin her
husband..It chances whiles that the blind man escapes a pit, ii. 51..Mamoun (El) El Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant and the Favourite of the
Khalif, iii. 171..Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was moved to delight and said, 'Well done, O Tuhfeh! Let me have more of thy singing.' So she
smote the lute and changing the mode, improvised the following verses on the moss-rose:.Meanwhile, when Aboulhusn went out from the presence
of the Khalif and went to lay out Nuzhet el Fuad, the prince mourned for her and dismissing the divan, arose and betook himself, leaning upon
Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, [to the pavilion of the harem, where he went in] to the Lady Zubeideh, that he might condole with her
for her slave-girl. He found the princess sitting weeping and awaiting his coming, so she might condole with him for [his boon-companion]
Aboulhusn el Khelia. So he said to her, "May thy head outlive thy slave-girl Nuzhet el Fuad!" And she answered, saying, "O my lord, God preserve
my slave-girl! Mayst thou live and long survive thy boon-companion Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead.".? ? ? ? ? The fires in my vitals that rage
if I did but discover to view, Their ardour the world to consume, from the East to the West, might avail..Sharper, The Idiot and the, i. 298..Then
said Er Razi to El Merouzi, 'Come with me to my city, for that it is nearer [than thine].' So he went with him, and when he came to his lodging, he
said to his wife and household and neighbours, 'This is my brother, who hath been absent in the land of Khorassan and is come back.' And he abode
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with him in all honour and worship three days' space. On the fourth day, Er Razi said to him, 'Know, O my brother, that I purpose to do somewhat'
'What is it?' asked El Merouzi. Quoth the other, 'I mean to feign myself dead and do thou go to the market and hire two porters and a bier. [Then
come back and take me up and go round about the streets and markets with me and collect alms on my account.] (34).The king gave him leave for
this and the vizier betook himself to the queen and said to her, "I am come to thee, on account of a grave reproach, and I would have thee be
truthful with me in speech and tell me how came the youth into the sleeping-chamber." Quoth she, "I have no knowledge whatsoever [of it]" and
swore to him a solemn oath thereof, whereby he knew that she had no knowledge of the matter and that she was not at fault and said to her, "I will
teach thee a device, where- with thou mayst acquit thyself and thy face be whitened before the king." "What is it?" asked she; and he answered,
saying, "When the king calleth for thee and questioneth thee of this, say thou to him, 'Yonder youth saw me in the privy-chamber and sent me a
message, saying, "I will give thee a hundred jewels, to whose price money may not avail, so thou wilt suffer me to foregather with thee." I laughed
at him who bespoke me with these words and rebuffed him; but he sent again to me, saying, "An thou fall not in with my wishes, I will come one of
the nights, drunken, and enter and lie down in the sleeping-chamber, and the king will see me and kill me; so wilt thou be put to shame and thy face
will be blackened with him and thine honour abased."' Be this thy saying to the king, and I will presently go to him and repeat this to him." Quoth
the queen, "And I also will say thus.".? ? ? ? ? No rest is there for me, no life wherein I may delight, Nor pleasant meat nor drink avails to please
me, night or day..? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and her Two Lovers dlxxxi.Then said El Abbas to them, "O youths, sit by my arms and my horse till I
return." But they answered, saying, "By Allah, thou prolongest discourse with that which beseemeth not of words! Make haste, or we will go with
thy head, for indeed the king purposeth to slay thee and to slay thy comrade and take that which is with you." When the prince heard this, his skin
quaked and he cried out at them with a cry that made them tremble. Then he sprang upon his horse and settling himself in the saddle, galloped till
he came to the king's assembly, when he cried out at the top of his voice, saying ["To horse,] cavaliers!" And levelled his spear at the pavilion
wherein was Zuheir. Now there were about him a thousand smiters with the sword; but El Abbas fell in upon them and dispersed them from around
him, and there abode none in the tent save Zuheir and his vizier..The two girls let me down from fourscore fathoms' height, i. 49..?OF DESTINY
OR THAT WHICH IS WRITTEN ON THE FOREHEAD..? ? ? ? ? Why to estrangement and despite inclin'st thou with the spy? Yet that a bough
(14) from side to side incline (15) small wonder 'twere..? ? ? ? ? Fortune its arrows all, through him I love, let fly At me and parted me from him for
whom I sigh..My fruit is a jewel all wroughten of gold, ii. 245..39. Abou Mohammed the Lazy dlviii.My heart will never credit that I am far from
thee, ii. 275..?STORY OF DAVID AND SOLOMON..Now this vizier had many enemies, who envied him his high place and still sought to do him
hurt, but found no way thereunto, and God, in His fore-knowledge and His fore-ordinance from time immemorial, decreed that the king dreamt that
the Vizier Er Rehwan gave him a fruit from off a tree and he ate it and died. So he awoke, affrighted and troubled, and when the vizier had
presented himself before him [and withdrawn] and the king was alone with those in whom he trusted, he related to them his dream and they
counselled him to send for the astrologers and interpreters [of dreams] and commended to him a sage, for whose skill and wisdom they vouched.
So the king sent for him and entreated him with honour and made him draw near to himself. Now there had been private with the sage in question a
company of the vizier's enemies, who besought him to slander the vizier to the king and counsel him to put him to death, in consideration of that
which they promised him of wealth galore; and he agreed with them of this and told the king that the vizier would slay him in the course of the
[ensuing] month and bade him hasten to put him to death, else would he surely slay him..My watering lips, that cull the rose of thy soft cheek,
declare, iii. 134..? ? ? ? ? Yet shall thou suffer that which I from thee have borne And with love's woes thy heart shall yet be mortified..? ? ? ? ? t.
The two Pigeons dxcvii.King (The Unjust) and the Tither, i. 273..When in the sitting-chamber we for merry-making sate, iii. 135..Actions, Of the
Issues of Good and Evil, i. 103..? ? ? ? ? The dwellings, indeed, one and all, I adorned, Bewildered and dazed with delight at your view;.50.
Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Merchant's Sister Night ccxlvi.Then Selim turned to Selma and said to her, 'O sister mine, how deemest thou of this
calamity and what counsellest thou thereanent?' 'O my brother,' answered she, 'indeed I know not what I shall say concerning the like of this; but he
is not disappointed who seeketh direction [of God], nor doth he repent who taketh counsel. One getteth not the better of the traces of burning by
(68) haste, and know that this is an affliction that hath descended on us; and we have need of management to do it away, yea, and contrivance to
wash withal our shame from our faces.' And they gave not over watching the gate till break of day, when the young man opened the door and their
mother took leave of him; after which he went his way and she entered, she and her handmaid..133. The City of Brass dlxvi.Prince who fell in Love
with the Picture, The, i. 256..? ? ? ? ? Yea, passion raged in me and love-longing was like To slay me; yet my heart to solace still it wrought..? ? ? ?
? l. The Twelfth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.15. Ghanim ben Eyoub the Slave of Love cccxxxii.? ? ? ? ? They have shut out thy person from my
sight; They cannot shut thy memory from my spright..? ? ? ? ? p. The Foxes and the Wolf dccccxxi.Now she was righteous in all her dealings and
swerved not from one word; (3) so, when he saw that she consented not unto him, he misdoubted that she would tell his brother, when he returned
from his journey, and said to her, 'An thou consent not to this whereof I require thee, I will cause thee fall into suspicion and thou wilt perish.'
Quoth she, 'Be God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) [judge] betwixt me and thee, and know that, shouldst thou tear me limb from
limb, I would not consent to that whereto thou biddest me.' His folly (4) persuaded him that she would tell her husband; so, of his exceeding
despite, he betook himself to a company of people in the mosque and told them that he had witnessed a man commit adultery with his brother's
wife. They believed his saying and took act of his accusation and assembled to stone her. Then they dug her a pit without the city and seating her
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therein, stoned her, till they deemed her dead, when they left her..They tell that Haroun er Reshid was sitting one day to do away grievances, when
there came up to him a woman and said to him, "O Commander of the Faithful, may God accomplish thine affair and cause thee rejoice in that
which He hath given thee and increase thee in elevation! Indeed, thou hast done justice (85) and wrought equitably." (86) Quoth the Khalif to those
who were present with him, "Know ye what this woman meaneth by her saying?" And they answered, "Of a surety, she meaneth not otherwise than
well, O Commander of the Faithful." "Nay," rejoined Haroun; "she purposeth only in this an imprecation against me. As for her saying, 'God
accomplish thine affair!' she hath taken it from the saying of the poet, 'When an affair is accomplished, its abatement (87) beginneth. Beware of
cessation, whenas it is said, "It is accomplished."' As for her saying 'God cause thee rejoice in that which He hath given thee,' she took it from the
saying of God the Most High, 'Till, whenas they rejoiced in that which they were given, we took them suddenly and lo, they were confounded!' (88)
As for her saying, 'God increase thee in elevation!' she took it from the saying of the poet, 'No bird flieth and riseth up on high, but, like as he flieth,
he falleth.' And as for her saying, 'Indeed, thou hast done justice and wrought equitably,' it is from the saying of the Most High, '[If ye deviate (89)
or lag behind or turn aside, verily, God of that which ye do is aware;' (90) and] 'As for the transgressors,' (91) they are fuel for hell[-fire]." (92).? ? ?
? ? I am the champion-slayer, the warrior without peer; My foes I slay, destroying the hosts, when I appear..? ? ? ? ? Be gracious, so our gladness
may be fulfilled with wine And we of our beloved have easance, without fear..'Twere better and meeter thy presence to leave, ii. 85..27. Alaeddin
Abou es Shamat dxx.? ? ? ? ? A damsel made for love and decked with subtle grace; Thou'dst deem the very sun had borrowed from her face..The
folk marvelled at this story with the utmost wonderment and the seventh officer said, 'There befell me in Alexandria the [God-]guarded a
marvellous thing, [and it was that one told me the following story]..When she had made an end of her song, she cast the lute from her hand and
wept till she swooned away, whereupon the Khalif bade carry her to her chamber. Now he was ravished with her and loved her with an exceeding
love; so, after awhile, he again commanded to bring her to his presence, and when she came, he bade her sing. Accordingly, she took the lute and
spoke forth that which was in her heart and sang the following verses:.The Ninth Day.The old man took the casting-bottle from the Jew and going
up to Noureddin and the damsel, sprinkled their faces, whereupon they came to themselves and fell to relating to each other that which they had
suffered, since their separation, for the anguish of severance. Moreover, Noureddin acquainted Sitt el Milah with that which he had endured from
the folk who would have slain him and made away with him; and she said to him, "O my lord, let us presently give over this talk and praise God for
reunion of loves, and all this shall cease from us." Then she gave him the cup and he said, "By Allah, I will nowise drink it, whilst I am in this
plight!" So she drank it off before him and taking the lute, swept the strings and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? El Abbas from Akil his stead is
come again; Prize hath he made of steeds and many a baggage-train;.WOMEN'S CRAFT..Bunducdari (El) and the Sixteen Officers of Police, El
Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers, ii. 117..Presently, the chief workman came to the palace and sought an audience of the king, who bade admit
him. So he entered and kissing the earth, saluted him with a salutation beseeming kings and said, "O king of the time and lord of the age and the
day, may felicity endure unto thee and acceptance and be thy rank exalted over all the kings both morning and evening! (58) The work of the bath
is accomplished, by the king's fair fortune and the eminence of his magnanimity, (59) and indeed we have done all that behoved us and there
remaineth but that which behoveth the king." El Aziz ordered him a sumptuous dress of honour and expended monies galore, giving unto each who
had wroughten, after the measure of his work. Then he assembled in the bath all the grandees of his state, amirs and viziers and chamberlains and
lieutenants, and the chief officers of his realm and household, and sending for his son El Abbas, said to him,"O my son, I have builded thee a bath,
wherein thou mayst take thy pleasance; so enter thou therein, that thou mayst see it and divert thyself by gazing upon it and viewing the goodliness
of its ordinance and decoration." "With all my heart," replied the prince and entered the bath, he and the king and the folk about them, so they
might divert themselves with viewing that which the workmen's hands had wroughten..Then he turned to a damsel of the damsels and said to her,
"Who am I?" Quoth she, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful;" and he said, "Thou liest, O calamity! (33) If I be indeed the Commander of the
Faithful, bite my finger." So she came to him and bit it with her might, and he said to her, "It sufficeth." Then he said to the chief eunuch, "Who am
I?" And he answered, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful." So he left him and turning to a little white slave, said to him, "Bite my ear;" and
he bent down to him and put his ear to his mouth. Now the slave was young and lacked understanding; so he closed his teeth upon Aboulhusn's ear
with his might, till he came near to sever it; and he knew not Arabic, so, as often as Aboulhusn said to him, "It sufficeth," he concluded that he said,
"Bite harder," and redoubled his bite and clenched his teeth upon the ear, whilst the damsels were diverted from him with hearkening to the
singing-girls, and Aboulhusn cried out for succour from the boy and the Khalif [well-nigh] lost his senses for laughter..Thief and the Woman, The,
i. 278.And for another story of the same kind,' continued the officer,.When it was eventide, the king summoned the vizier and bade him tell the
[promised] story, "Hearkening and obedience," answered he. "Know, O king, that.There abode once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, in
the city of Baghdad, the Abode of Peace, the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, and he had boon-companions and story-tellers, to entertain him by night
Among his boon-companions was a man called Abdallah ben Nan, who was high in favour with him and dear unto him, so that he was not forgetful
of him a single hour. Now it befell, by the ordinance of destiny, that it became manifest to Abdallah that he was grown of little account with the
Khalif and that he paid no heed unto him; nor, if he absented himself, did he enquire concerning him, as had been his wont. This was grievous to
Abdallah and he said in himself, "Verily, the heart of the Commander of the Faithful and his fashions are changed towards me and nevermore shall
I get of him that cordiality wherewith he was wont to entreat me." And this was distressful to him and concern waxed upon him, so that he recited
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the following verses:.When the king heard this, his admiration redoubled and he said, "Of a truth, destiny is forewritten to all creatures, and I will
not accept (14) aught that is said against my vizier the loyal counsellor." And he bade him go to his house..Meanwhile, the Lady Zubeideh, the wife
of the Commander of the Faithful, made a banquet in her palace and assembled her slave-girls. As for Sitt el Milah, she came, weeping-eyed and
mournful-hearted, and those who were present blamed her for this, whereupon she recited the following verses:.The Eleventh Day..69. Musab ben
ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife ccclxxxvi.All who were present were delighted and the sitting-chamber shook with mirth, and Iblis said, 'Well
done, O Tuhfet es Sudour!' Then they gave not over wine-bibbing and rejoicing and making merry and tambourining and piping till the night
waned and the dawn drew near; and indeed exceeding delight entered into them. The most of them in mirth was the Sheikh Iblis, and for the excess
of that which betided him of delight, he put off all that was upon him of coloured clothes and cast them over Tuhfeh, and among the rest a robe
broidered with jewels and jacinths, worth ten thousand dinars. Then he kissed the earth and danced and put his finger to his arse and taking his
beard in his hand, said to her, 'Sing about this beard and endeavour after mirth and pleasance, and no blame shall betide thee for this.' So she
improvised and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Then came I after them, desiring thee, with me No second save my sword, my falchion keen
and bright..? ? ? ? ? d. Prince Bihzad ccccliii.? ? ? ? ? v. The Sharpers with the Money-Changer and the Ass dccccxiv.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the
Enchanted Youth xxi.The Third Day..?Story of Abou Sabir..As fate would have it, the chief of the police was passing through the market; so the
people told him [what was to do] and he made for the door and burst it open. We entered with a rush and found the thieves, as they had overthrown
my friend and cut his throat; for they occupied not themselves with me, but said, 'Whither shall yonder fellow go? Indeed, he is in our grasp.' So the
prefect took them with the hand (129) and questioned them, and they confessed against the woman and against their associates in Cairo. Then he
took them and went forth, after he had locked up the house and sealed it; and I accompanied him till he came without the [first] house. He found the
door locked from within; so he bade break it open and we entered and found another door. This also he caused burst in, enjoining his men to silence
till the doors should be opened, and we entered and found the band occupied with a new victim, whom the woman had just brought in and whose
throat they were about to cut..Officer's Story, The Thirteenth, ii. 181..80. Yehya ben Khalid and the Poor Man cccxci.? ? ? ? ? a. The Merchant and
the Two Sharpers clii.154. King Mohammed ben Sebaik and the Merchant Hassan dcclvi.One day, Ishac let bring all who were with him of
slave-girls from the house of instruction and carried them up to Er Reshid's palace, leaving none in his house save Tuhfeh and a cookmaid; for that
he bethought him not of Tuhfeh, nor did she occur to his mind, and none of the damsels remembered him of her. When she saw that the house was
empty of the slave-girls, she took the lute (now she was unique in her time in smiting upon the lute, nor had she her like in the world, no, not Ishac
himself, nor any other) and sang thereto the following verses:.So saying, he went up to the princess and laying his hand upon her heart, found it
fluttering like a doveling and the life yet clinging to (112) her bosom. So he laid his hand upon her cheek, whereupon she opened her eyes and
beckoning to her maid, signed to her, as who should say, "Who is this that treadeth my carpet and transgresseth against me?" (113) "O my lady,"
answered Shefikeh, "this is Prince El Abbas, for whose sake thou departest the world." When Mariyeh heard speak of El Abbas, she raised her hand
from under the coverlet and laying it upon his neck, inhaled his odour awhile. Then she sat up and her colour returned to her and they sat talking till
a third part of the night was past..Accordingly, he returned to the burial-ground and gave not over going till he stood at the door of the sepulchre,
when he heard El Merouzi say to his fellow, 'I will not give thee a single dirhem of the money!' The other said the like and they were occupied with
contention and mutual revilement and talk. So the thief returned in haste to his fellows, who said, 'What is behind thee?' Quoth he, 'Get you gone
and flee for your lives and save yourselves, O fools; for that much people of the dead are come to life and between them are words and contention.'
So the thieves fled, whilst the two sharpers retained to Er Razi's house and made peace with one another and laid the thieves' purchase to the money
they had gotten aforetime and lived a while of time. Nor, O king of the age," added the vizier, "is this rarer or more marvellous than the story of the
four sharpers with the money-changer and the ass.".Meanwhile, Belehwan the froward addressed himself to pay court to Caesar, King of the
Greeks, (131) and seek help of him in making war upon his father, and he inclined unto him and gave him a numerous army. His father the king
heard of this and sent to Caesar, saying, 'O king of illustrious might, succour not an evil-doer. This is my son and he hath done thus and thus and
cut his brother's throat and that of his brother's son in the cradle.' But he told not the King of the Greeks that the child [had recovered and] was
alive. When Caesar heard [the truth] of the matter, it was grievous to him and he sent back to Suleiman Shah, saying, 'If it be thy will, O king, I will
cut off his head and send it to thee.' But he made answer, saying, 'I reck not of him: the reward of his deed and his crimes shall surely overtake him,
if not to-day, then to-morrow.' And from that day he continued to correspond with Caesar and to exchange letters and presents with him..Still do I
yearn, whilst passion's fire flames in my liver are, iii. 111.? ? ? ? ? As if the maid the day resplendent and her locks The night that o'er it spreads its
shrouding darkness were..When the morning morrowed, they found themselves reduced to a fourth part of their number and there was not one of
them had dismounted from his horse. So they made sure of destruction and Hudheifeh came out between the ranks (now he was reckoned for a
thousand cavaliers) and cried out, saying, "Harkye, my masters of Baghdad! Let none come forth to me but your Amir, so I may talk with him and
he with me; and he shall meet me in single combat and I will meet him, and may he who is void of offence come off safe!" Then he repeated his
speech and said, "Why do I not hear your Amir return me an answer?" But Saad, the amir of the army of Baghdad, [replied not to him], and indeed
his teeth chattered in his head, whenas he heard him summon him to single combat..94. The Man's Dispute with the Learned Woman of the relative
Excellence of the Sexes dclxxxiii.When she came to Alaeddin's shop, she sat down thereat and said to him, "May the day be blessed to thee, O my
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lord Alaeddin! God prosper thee and be good to thee and accomplish thy gladness and make it a wedding of weal and content!" He knitted his
brows and frowned in answer to her; then said he to her, "Tell me, how have I failed of thy due, or what have I done to injure thee, that thou
shouldst play me this trick?" Quoth she, "Thou hast no wise offended against me; but this inscription that is written on the door of thy shop irketh
me and vexeth my heart. If thou wilt change it and write up the contrary thereof, I will deliver thee from thy predicament." And he answered, "This
that thou seekest is easy. On my head and eyes be it." So saying, he brought out a ducat (264) and calling one of his mamelukes, said to him, "Get
thee to such an one the scribe and bid him write us an inscription, adorned with gold and ultramarine, in these words, to wit, 'THERE IS NO
CRAFT BUT WOMEN'S CRAFT, FOR THAT INDEED THEIR CRAFT IS A MIGHTY CRAFT AND OVERCOMETH AND HUMBLETH
THE FABLES (265) OF MEN.'" And she said to the servant, "Go forthright.".Then said Azadbekht to him (and indeed his words were [prompted]
by anger and those of the youth by presence of mind and good breeding), "I bought thee with my money and looked for fidelity from thee,
wherefore I chose thee over all my grandees and servants and made thee keeper of my treasuries. Why, then, hast thou outraged my honour and
entered my house and played the traitor with me and tookest no thought unto that which I have done thee of benefits?" "O king," answered the
youth, "I did this not of my choice and freewill and I had no [evil] intent in being there; but, of the littleness of my luck, I was driven thither, for
that fate was contrary and fair fortune lacking. Indeed, I had striven with all endeavour that nought of foul should proceed from me and kept watch
over myself, lest default appear in me; but none may avail to make head against ill fortune, nor doth endeavour profit in case of lack of luck, as
appeareth by the example of the merchant who was stricken with ill luck and his endeavour profited him not and he succumbed to the badness of
his fortune." "What is the story of the merchant," asked the king, "and how was his luck changed upon him by the sorriness of his fortune?" "May
God prolong the king's continuance!" answered the youth..Quoth Selma to Selim, 'Hasten not to slay him, but ponder the matter and consider the
issue to which it may lead; for whoso considereth not the issues [of his actions], fortune is no friend to him.' Then they arose on the morrow and
occupied themselves with devising how they should turn away their mother from that man, and she forebode mischief from them, by reason of that
which she saw in their eyes of alteration, for that she was keen of wit and crafty. So she took precaution for herself against her children and Selma
said to Selim, 'Thou seest that whereinto we have fallen through this woman, and indeed she hath gotten wind of our purpose and knoweth that we
have discovered her secret. So, doubtless, she will plot against us the like of that which we plot for her; for indeed up to now she had concealed her
affair, and now she will forge lies against us; wherefore, methinks, there is a thing [fore-]written to us, whereof God (extolled be His perfection and
exalted be He!) knew in His foreknowledge and wherein He executeth His ordinances.' 'What is that?' asked he, and she said, 'It is that we arise, I
and thou, and go forth this night from this land and seek us a land wherein we may live and witness nought of the doings of yonder traitress; for
whoso is absent from the eye is absent from the heart, and quoth one of the poets in the following verse:.? ? ? ? ? Though over me be the tombstone
laid, if ever thou call on me, Though rotten my bone should be, thy voice I'll answer, come what will..Then said the sharper, 'O folk, this is my
friend and I deposited with him a deposit, but he denieth it; so in whom shall the folk put trust after this?' And they said, 'This (49) is a man of
worth and we have found in him nought but trustiness and loyality and good breeding, and he is endowed with understanding and generosity.
Indeed, he avoucheth no falsehood, for that we have consorted with him and mixed with him and he with us and we know the sincerity of his
religion.' Then quoth one of them to the merchant, 'Harkye, such an one! Bethink thee and consult thy memory. It may not be but that thou hast
forgotten.' But he said, 'O folk, I know nothing of that which he saith, for indeed he deposited nought with me.' And the affair was prolonged
between them. Then said the sharper to the merchant, 'I am about to make a journey and have, praised be God the Most High, wealth galore, and
this money shall not escape me; but do thou swear to me.' And the folk said, 'Indeed, this man doth justice upon himself.' (50) Whereupon the
merchant fell into that which he misliked (51) and came near upon [suffering] loss and ill repute..Malice, Of Envy and, i. 125..? ? ? ? ? Algates ye
are our prey become; this many a day and night Right instantly of God we've craved to be vouchsafed your sight..? ? ? ? ? "Knoweth my loved one
when I see her at the lattice high Shine as the sun that flameth forth in heaven's blue demesne?".? ? ? ? ? When love-longing for her sweet sake I
took upon myself, The railers flocked to me anon, on blame and chiding bent;.? ? ? ? ? Would he were not who sundered us upon the parting day!
How many a body hath he slain, how many a bone laid bare?.? ? ? ? ? The bitterness of false accusing shall thou taste And eke the thing reveal that
thou art fain to hide;.155. Hassan of Bassora and the King's Daughter of the Jinn dcclxxviii.Fifth Officer's Story, The, ii. 144.
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