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When she had made an end of her song, she threw the lute from her hand and wept and lamented. Then she slept awhile and presently awaking,

said, "O elder, hast thou what we may eat?" "O my lady," answered the old man, "there is the rest of the food;" but she said, "I will not eat of a

thing I have left. Go down to the market and fetch us what we may eat." Quoth he, "Excuse me, O my lady; I cannot stand up, for that I am

overcome with wine; but with me is the servant of the mosque, who is a sharp youth and an intelligent. I will call him, so he may buy thee that

which thou desirest." "Whence hast thou this servant?" asked she; and he replied, "He is of the people of Damascus." When she heard him speak of

the people of Damascus, she gave a sob, that she swooned away; and when she came to herself, she said, "Woe's me for the people of Damascus

and for those who are therein! Call him, O elder, that he may do our occasions.".Now he had a nurse, a foster-mother, on whose knees he had been

reared, and she was a woman of understanding and misdoubted of him, but dared not accost him [with questions]. So she went in to Shah Khatoun

and finding her in yet sorrier plight than he, asked her what was to do; but she refused to answer. However, the nurse gave not over coaxing and

questioning her, till she exacted of her an oath of secrecy. So the old woman swore to her that she would keep secret all that she should say to her,

whereupon the queen related to her her history from first to last and told her that the youth was her son. With this the old woman prostrated herself

before her and said to her, 'This is an easy matter.' But the queen answered, saying, 'By Allah, O my mother, I choose my destruction and that of

my son rather than defend myself by avouching a thing whereof they will not credit me; for they will say, "She avoucheth this, but that she may

fend off reproach from herself" And nought will avail me but patience.' The old woman was moved by her speech and her intelligence and said to

her, 'Indeed, O my daughter, it is as thou sayst, and I hope in God that He will show forth the truth. Have patience and I will presently go in to the

king and hear what he saith and contrive somewhat in this matter, if it be the will of God the Most High.'.Presently, the mother of the two boys,

finding that they tarried from her, went searching for them, till she came to the ship and fell to saying, 'Who hath seen two boys of mine? Their

fashion is thus and thus and their age thus and thus.' When they heard her words, they said, 'This is the description of the two boys who were

drowned in the sea but now.' Their mother heard and fell to calling on them and saying, 'Alas, my anguish for your loss, O my sons! Where was the

eye of your father this day, that it might have seen you?' Then one of the crew questioned her, saying, 'Whose wife art thou?' And she answered, 'I

am the wife of such an one the merchant. I was on my way to him, and there hath befallen me this calamity.' When the merchant heard her speech,

he knew her and rising to his feet, rent his clothes and buffeted his head and said to his wife, 'By Allah, I have destroyed my children with mine

own hand! This is the end of whoso looketh not to the issues of affairs.' Then he fell a-wailing and weeping over them, he and his wife, and he said,

'By Allah, I shall have no ease of my life, till I light upon news of them!' And he betook himself to going round about the sea, in quest of them, but

found them not..? ? ? ? ? She hath an eye, whose glances pierce the hearts of all mankind, Nor can cornelian with her cheeks for ruddiness

compare..? ? ? ? ? I'll lay Upon their threshold's dust my cheeks and to my soul,.Accordingly, he returned to the burial-ground and gave not over

going till he stood at the door of the sepulchre, when he heard El Merouzi say to his fellow, 'I will not give thee a single dirhem of the money!' The

other said the like and they were occupied with contention and mutual revilement and talk. So the thief returned in haste to his fellows, who said,

'What is behind thee?' Quoth he, 'Get you gone and flee for your lives and save yourselves, O fools; for that much people of the dead are come to

life and between them are words and contention.' So the thieves fled, whilst the two sharpers retained to Er Razi's house and made peace with one

another and laid the thieves' purchase to the money they had gotten aforetime and lived a while of time. Nor, O king of the age," added the vizier,

"is this rarer or more marvellous than the story of the four sharpers with the money-changer and the ass.".? ? ? ? ? My heart will never credit that I

am far from thee; In it thou art, nor ever the soul can absent be..117. The Favourite and her Lover M.Then he went on and presently there met him a

third woodcutter and he said to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.' And he answered, 'I will pay thee a dirhem when I enter the city; or take of me

four danics (246) [now].' Quoth the tither, 'I will not do it,' but the old man said to him, 'Take of him the four danics presently, for it is easy to take

and hard to restore.' 'By Allah,' quoth the tither, 'it is good!' and he arose and went on, crying out, at the top of his voice and saying, 'I have no

power to-day [to do evil].' Then he put off his clothes and went forth wandering at a venture, repenting unto his Lord. Nor," added the vizier, "is

this story more extraordinary than that of the thief who believed the woman and sought refuge with God against falling in with her like, by reason

of her cunning contrivance for herself.".Man and his Fair Wife, The Foul-favoured, ii. 61..Lewdness, The Pious Woman accused of, ii. 5..59. El

Mutelemmis and his Wife Umeimeh dcxlviii.The First Night of the Month.Presently Aboulhusn turned to a damsel and called to her; whereupon

she came to him and he said to her, "By the protection of God, O damsel, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Yes, indeed," answered she; "by the

protection of God thou in this time art Commander of the Faithful." Quoth he, "By Allah, thou liest, O thousandfold strumpet!" Then he turned to

the chief eunuch and called to him, whereupon he came to him and kissing the earth before him, said, "Yes, O Commander of the Faithful." "Who

is Commander of the Faithful?" asked Aboulhusn. "Thou," replied the eunuch and Aboulhusn said, "Thou liest, thousandfold catamite that thou

art!" Then he turned to another eunuch and said to him, "O my chief, (20) by the protection of God, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Ay, by

Allah, O my lord!" answered he. "Thou in this time art Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds." Aboulhusn laughed at

himself and misdoubted of his reason and was perplexed at what he saw and said, "In one night I am become Khalif! Yesterday I was Aboulhusn

the Wag, and to-day I am Commander of the Faithful." Then the chief eunuch came up to him and said, "O Commander of the Faithful, (the name
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of God encompass thee!) thou art indeed Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds!" And the slave-girls and eunuchs came

round about him, till he arose and abode wondering at his case..56. El Mutawekkil and his Favourite Mehboubeh cccli.17. The Merchant of Oman

cccliv.Son, The History of King Azadbekht and his, i. 61..When he heard her words, the dregs of the drunkenness wrought in him and he imagined

that he was indeed a Turk. So he went out from her and putting his hand to his sleeve, found therein a scroll and gave it to one who read it to him.

When he heard that which was written in the scroll, his mind was confirmed in the false supposition; but he said in himself, 'Maybe my wife

seeketh to put a cheat on me; so I will go to my fellows the fullers; and if they know me not, then am I for sure Khemartekeni the Turk.' So he

betook himself to the fullers and when they espied him afar off, they thought that he was one of the Turks, who used to wash their clothes with

them without payment and give them nothing..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother ci.? ? ? ? ? Unto me the world's whole

gladness is thy nearness and thy sight; All incumbent thy possession and thy love a law of right..His story troubled the Sultan's deputy and he was

sore enraged against him; so he drew his sword and smiting him, cut off his head; whereupon one recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Desire hath

left me wasted, afflicted, sore afraid, For the spy knows the secret whereof I do complain..There came to a king of the kings, in his old age, a son,

who grew up comely, quick-witted and intelligent, and when he came to years of discretion and became a young man, his father said to him, 'Take

this kingdom and govern it in my stead, for I desire to flee [from the world] to God the Most High and don the gown of wool and give myself up to

devotion.' Quoth the prince, 'And I also desire to take refuge with God the Most High.' And the king said, 'Arise, let us flee forth and make for the

mountains and worship in them, for shamefastness before God the Most High.'.? ? ? ? ? And hope thou not for aught from me, who reck not with a

folk To mix, who may with abjectness infect my royal line..NOTE..KING SHAH BEKHT AND HIS VIZIER ER REHWAN. (177).? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?

? ba. Story of the Envier and the Envied (225) xiii.Women's Craft, ii. 287..The Khalif laughed at his speech and said, "By Allah, this is none other

than a pleasant tale! Tell me thy story and the cause." "With all my heart," answered Aboulhusn. "Know, O my lord, that my name is Aboulhusn el

Khelia and that my father died and left me wealth galore, of which I made two parts. One I laid up and with the other I betook myself to [the

enjoyment of the pleasures of] friendship [and conviviality] and consorting with comrades and boon-companions and with the sons of the

merchants, nor did I leave one but I caroused with him and he with me, and I spent all my money on companionship and good cheer, till there

remained with me nought [of the first half of my good]; whereupon I betook myself to the comrades and cup-companions upon whom I had wasted

my wealth, so haply they might provide for my case; but, when I resorted to them and went round about to them all, I found no avail in one of

them, nor broke any so much as a crust of bread in my face. So I wept for myself and repairing to my mother, complained to her of my case. Quoth

she, 'On this wise are friends; if thou have aught, they make much of thee and devour thee, but, if thou have nought, they cast thee off and chase

thee away.' Then I brought out the other half of my money and bound myself by an oath that I would never more entertain any, except one night,

after which I would never again salute him nor take note of him; hence my saying to thee, 'Far be it that what is past should recur!' For that I will

never again foregather with thee, after this night.".? ? ? ? ? Read then my writ and pity thou the blackness of my fate, Sick, love- distraught, without

a friend to whom I may complain..? ? ? ? ? d. The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the Poor Old Man dcccxcii.Presently, as

they stood by the mouth of the pit, the lion came scrambling up the sides and would have issued forth; but, as often as he showed his head, they

pelted him with stones, till they beat him down and he fell; whereupon one of the hunters descended into the pit and despatched him and saw the

boy wounded; after which he went to the cabinet, where he found the woman dead, and indeed the lion had eaten his fill of her. Then he noted that

which was therein of clothes and what not else, and advising his fellows thereof, fell to passing the stuff up to them. Moreover, he took up the boy

and bringing him forth of the pit, carried him to their dwelling-place, where they dressed his wounds and he grew up with them, but acquainted

them not with his affair; and indeed, when they questioned him, he knew not what he should say, for that he was little, when they let him down into

the pit. The hunters marvelled at his speech and loved him with an exceeding love and one of them took him to son and abode rearing him with him

[and instructing him] in hunting and riding on horseback, till he attained the age of twelve and became a champion, going forth with the folk to the

chase and to the stopping of the way..? ? ? ? ? Where lavender, myrtle, narcissus entwine, With all sweet-scented herbs, round the juice of the

vine..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police cccxliv.57. Abou Nuwas with the Three Boys and the Khalif Haroun er Reshid dcxlv.With

this the Cadi's wrath redoubled and he swore by the most solemn of oaths that I should go with him and search his house. "By Allah," replied I, "I

will not go, except the prefect be with us; for, if he be present, he and the officers, thou wilt not dare to presume upon me." And the Cadi rose and

swore an oath, saying, "By Him who created mankind, we will not go but with the Amir!" So we repaired to the Cadi's house, accompanied by the

prefect, and going up, searched high and low, but found nothing; whereupon fear gat hold upon me and the prefect turned to me and said, "Out on

thee, O ill-omened fellow! Thou puttest us to shame before the men." And I wept and went round about right and left, with the tears running down

my face, till we were about to go forth and drew near the door of the house. I looked at the place [behind the door] and said, "What is yonder dark

place that I see?" And I said to the sergeants, "Lift up this jar with me." They did as I bade them and I saw somewhat appearing under the jar and

said, "Rummage and see what is under it." So they searched and found a woman's veil and trousers full of blood, which when I beheld, I fell down

in a swoon..Then he arose and going in to his daughter, found her mother with her; so he set out to them the case and Mariyeh said, "O father mine,

my wish is subject unto (122) thy commandment and my will ensueth thy will; so whatsoever thou choosest, I am still obedient unto thee and under

thy dominion." Therewithal the King knew that Mariyeh inclined unto El Abbas; so he returned forthright to King El Aziz and said to him, "May
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God amend the King! Verily, the occasion is accomplished and there is no opposition unto that which thou commandest" Quoth El Aziz, "By God's

leave are occasions accomplished. How deemest thou, O King, of fetching El Abbas and drawing up the contract of marriage between Mariyeh and

him?" And Ins ben Cais answered, saying, "Thine be it to decide.".As for the woman, whenas the man went out from her, she resolved to depart; so

she went forth, saying in herself, 'There is no journeying for me in woman's attire.' Then she donned men's apparel, such as is worn of the pious,

and set out and wandered over the earth; nor did she leave going till she entered a certain city. Now the king of that city had an only daughter in

whom he gloried and whom he loved, and she saw the devotee and deeming her a pilgrim youth, said to her father, 'I would fain have this youth

take up his abode with me, so I may learn of him wisdom and renunciation and religion.' Her father rejoiced in this and commanded the [supposed]

pilgrim to take up his sojourn with his daughter in his palace. Now they were in one place and the king's daughter was strenuous to the utterest in

continence and chastity and nobility of mind and magnanimity and devotion to the worship of God; but the ignorant slandered her (5) and the folk

of the realm said, 'The king's daughter loveth the pilgrim youth and he loveth her.'.69. Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife ccclxxxvi.When

the king heard his chamberlain's story, he was confounded and abashed and said to him, 'Abide on thy wonted service and till thy land, for that the

lion entered it, but marred it not, and he will never more return thither.' (61) Then he bestowed on him a dress of honour and made him a

sumptuous present; and the man returned to his wife and people, rejoicing and glad, for that his heart was set at rest concerning his wife. Nor,"

added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this rarer or more extraordinary than the story of the fair and lovely woman, endowed with amorous grace,

with the foul-favoured man.".? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police cccxliv.? ? ? ? ? My transports I conceal for fear of those

thereon that spy; Yet down my cheeks the tears course still and still my case bewray..Then the captain looked on her [and she pleased him]; so he

took her for himself and she abode with him a whole year, doing her endeavour in their service. till they became accustomed to her [and felt

assured of her]. One night she plied them with drink and they drank [till they became intoxicated]; whereupon she arose and took her clothes and

five hundred dinars from the captain; after which she fetched a razor and shaved all their chins. Then she took soot from the cooking-pots and

blackening their faces withal, opened the doors and went out; and when the thieves awoke, they abode confounded and knew that the woman had

practised upon them.'"'.'I was aforetime in such a city and hid a thousand dirhems in a monastery there. After awhile, I went thither and taking the

money, bound it about my middle. [Then I set out to return] and when I came to the desert, the carrying of the money was burdensome to me.

Presently, I espied a horseman pricking after me; so I [waited till he came up and] said to him, "O horseman, carry this money [for me] and earn

reward and recompense [from God]." "Nay," answered he; "I will not do it, for I should weary myself and weary my horse." Then he went on, but,

before he had gone far, he said in himself, "If I take up the money and spur my horse and forego him, how shall he overtake me?" And I also said in

myself, "Verily, I erred [in asking him to carry the money]; for, had he taken it and made off, I could have done nought." Then he turned back to

me and said to me, "Hand over the money, that I may carry it for thee." But I answered him, saying, "That which hath occurred to thy mind hath

occurred to mine also; so go in peace."'.Then he folded the letter and sealing it, delivered it to the damsel, who took it and carried it to her mistress.

When the princess read the letter and apprehended its contents, she said, "Meseemeth he recalleth to me that which I did aforetime." Then she

called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.Presently, his father and his mother heard of the matter; whereupon the former arose

and going up to the place, wrote a letter and [presented it to the king, who] read it, and behold, therein was written, saying, 'Have pity on me, so

may God have pity on thee, and hasten not in the slaughter [of my son]; for indeed I acted hastily in a certain affair and drowned his brother in the

sea, and to this day I drink the cup of his anguish. If thou must needs kill him, kill me in his stead.' Therewith the old merchant prostrated himself

before the king and wept; and the latter said to him, 'Tell me thy story.' 'O my lord,' answered the merchant, 'this youth had a brother and I [in my

haste] cast them both into the sea.' And he related to him his story from first to last, whereupon the king cried out with an exceeding great cry and

casting himself down from the throne, embraced his father and brother and said to the former, 'By Allah, thou art my very father and this is my

brother and thy wife is our mother.' And they abode weeping, all three..His father rejoiced in him with the utmost joy and his heart was solaced and

he was glad; and he made banquets to the folk and clad the poor and the widows. He named the boy Sidi (3) Noureddin Ali and reared him in

fondness and delight among the slaves and servants. When he came to seven years of age, his father put him to school, where he learned the

sublime Koran and the arts of writing and reckoning: and when he reached his tenth year, he learned horsemanship and archery and to occupy

himself with arts and sciences of all kinds, part and parts. (4) He grew up pleasant and subtle and goodly and lovesome, ravishing all who beheld

him, and inclined to companying with brethren and comrades and mixing with merchants and travellers. From these latter he heard tell of that

which they had seen of the marvels of the cities in their travels and heard them say, "He who leaveth not his native land diverteth not himself [with

the sight of the marvels of the world,] and especially of the city of Baghdad.".The Khalif assigned them pensions and allowances and as for

Noureddin, his father brought him those riches and his wealth waxed and his case was goodly, till he became the richest of the folk of his time in

Baghdad and left not the presence of the Commander of the Faithful night or day. Moreover, he was vouchsafed children by Sitt el Milah, and he

ceased not to live the most delightsome of lives, he and she and his father and mother, a while of time, till Aboulhusn sickened of a sore sickness

and was admitted to the mercy of God the Most High. After awhile, his mother died also and he carried them forth and shrouded them and buried

and made them expiations and nativities. (45) Then his children grew up and became like unto moons, and he reared them in splendour and

fondness, what while his wealth waxed and his case flourished. He ceased not to pay frequent visits to the Commander of the Faithful, he and his
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children and his slave-girl Sitt el Milah, and they abode, he and they, in all solace of life and prosperity till there came to them the Destroyer of

Delights and the Sunderer of Companies; and extolled be the perfection of the Abiding One, the Eternal! This is all that hath come down to us of

their story..At this the accursed Iblis was moved to delight and put his finger to his arse, whilst Meimoun danced and said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour,

soften the mode; (201) for, as delight, entereth into my heart, it bewildereth my vital spirits.' So she took the lute and changing the mode, played a

third air; then she returned to the first and sang the following verses:.24. Maan ben Zaideh and the three Girls cclxxi.? ? ? ? ? I watch the stars for

wake and pray that the belov'd May yet to me relent and bid my tears be dried..? ? ? ? ? Like a sun at the end of a cane in a hill of sand, She shines

in a dress of the hue of pomegranate flower..Eighth Officer's Story, The, ii. 155..The zephyr's sweetness on the coppice blew, ii. 235..Then said he

to them one day, 'There was with us bread and the locusts ate it; so we put in its place a stone, a cubit long and the like broad, and the locusts came

and gnawed away the stone, because of the smell of the bread.' Quoth one of his friends (and it was he who had given him the lie concerning the

dog and the bread and milk), 'Marvel not at this, for mice do more than that.' And he said, 'Go to your houses. In the days of my poverty, I was a

liar [when I told you] of the dog's climbing upon the shelf and eating the bread and spoiling the milk; and to-day, for that I am rich again, I say

sooth [when I tell you] that locusts devoured a stone a cubit long and a cubit broad.' They were confounded at his speech and departed from him;

and the youth's good flourished and his case was amended. (227) Nor," added the vizier,"is this stranger or more extraordinary than the story of the

king's son who fell in love with the picture.".INDEX TO THE NAMES OF THE "TALES FROM THE ARABIC".Poor Old Man, The Rich Man

who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the, i. 247..Presently, El Abbas, son of King El Aziz, lord of the land of Yemen and Zebidoun (55) and

Mecca (which God increase in honour and brightness and beauty!), heard of her; and he was of the great ones of Mecca and the Hejaz (56) and was

a youth without hair on his cheeks. So he presented himself one day in his father's sitting-chamber, (57) whereupon the folk made way for him and

the king seated him on a chair of red gold, set with pearls and jewels. The prince sat, with his head bowed to the ground, and spoke not to any;

whereby his father knew that his breast was straitened and bade the boon-companions and men of wit relate marvellous histories, such as beseem

the assemblies of kings; nor was there one of them but spoke forth the goodliest of that which was with him; but El Abbas still abode with his head

bowed down. Then the king bade his session-mates withdraw, and when the chamber was void, he looked at his son and said to him, "By Allah,

thou rejoicest me with thy coming in to me and chagrinest me for that thou payest no heed to any of the session-mates nor of the boon-companions.

What is the cause of this?".Then she returned home, troubled and careful; and when her husband saw her on this wise, he questioned her of her case

and she said to him, 'Verily, my breast is straitened by reason of thee and of the simpleness of thine intent. Straitness liketh me not and thou in thy

[present] craft gaiuest nought; so either do thou seek out a craft other than this or pay me my due (17) and let me go my way.' Her husband chid her

for this and admonished her; (18) but she would not be turned from her intent and said to him, 'Go forth and watch yonder physician how he doth

and leam from him what he saith.' Quoth he, 'Let not thy heart be troubled: I will go every day to the physician's assembly.'.? ? ? ? ? Full many a

man incited me to infidelity, But I refused, for all the talk wherewith they set on me..? ? ? ? ? "How many a cup with bitterness o'erflowing have I

quaffed! I make my moan of woes, whereat it boots not to repine."
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