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THE SPLENDOR BEFORE THE DARK A NOVEL OF THE EMPEROR NERO
Meanwhile the king said to his vizier, "How shall we do in the matter of yonder youth, the Yemani, on whom we thought to confer largesse, but he
hath largessed us with tenfold [our gift] and more, and we know not if he be a sojourner with us or no?" Then he went into the harem and gave the
rubies to his wife Afifeh, who said to him, "What is the worth of these with thee and with [other] the kings?" And he answered, "They are not to be
found save with the greatest of kings and none may avail to price them with money." Quoth she, "Whence gottest thou them?" So he recounted to
her the story of El Abbas from first to last, and she said, "By Allah, the claims of honour are imperative on us and the king hath fallen short of his
due; for that we have not seen him bid him to his assembly, nor hath he seated him on his left hand.".The head wept exceeding sore and said, 'O my
lady, indeed thou hast solaced my heart, and I have nought but my life; so take it.' Quoth she, 'An I but knew that thou wouldst bring me news of
my lord Er Reshid, it were liefer to me than the empery of the world.' And the head answered her, saying, 'It shall be done as thou desirest.' Then it
disappeared and returning to her at the last of the night, said, 'Know, O my lady, that I have been to thy palace and have questioned one of the
haunters thereof of the case of the Commander of the Faithful and that which befell him after thee; and he said, "When the Commander of the
Faithful came to Tuhfeh's lodging and found her not and saw no sign of her, he buffeted his face and head and rent his clothes. Now there was in
thy lodging the eunuch, the chief of thy household, and he cried out at him, saying, 'Bring me Jaafer the Barmecide and his father and brother
forthright.' The eunuch went out, confounded in his wit for fear of the Commander of the Faithful, and whenas he came to Jaafer, he said to him,
'Come to the Commander of the Faithful, thou and thy father and brother.' So they arose in haste and betaking themselves to the Khalif's presence,
said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful, what is to do?' Quoth he, 'There is that to do which overpasseth description. Know that I locked the
door and taking the key with me, betook myself to the daughter of mine uncle, with whom I lay the night; but, when I arose in the morning and
came and opened the door, I found no sign of Tuhfeh.' 'O Commander of the Faithful,' rejoined Jaafer, 'have patience, for that the damsel hath been
snatched away, and needs must she return, seeing she took the lute with her, and it is her [own] lute. The Jinn have assuredly carried her off and we
trust in God the Most High that she will return.' Quoth the Khalif, ' This (221) is a thing that may nowise be' And he abode in her lodging, eating
not neither drinking, what while the Barmecides besought him to go forth to the folk; and he weepeth and abideth on this wise till she shall return."
This, then, is that which hath betided him after thee.'.? ? ? ? ? Yea, in the night the thought of you still slays me; Hidden are my traces from the
wise men's sight,.EL ABBAS AND THE KING'S DAUGHTER OF BAGHDAD. (46).11. Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter
(239).Mamoun (El) and Zubeideh, i. 199..Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, King, i. 215..? ? ? ? ? Whenas he runs, his feet still show like
wings, (140) and for the wind When was a rider found, except King Solomon it were? (141).? ? ? ? ? How many, in Yemameh, (64) dishevelled
widows plain! How many a weakling orphan unsuccoured doth remain,.Baghdad, El Abbas and the King's Daughter of, iii. 53..? ? ? ? ? Love's
slave, I keep my troth with them; but, when they vowed, Fate made itself Urcoub, (16) whom never oath could bind..Sharpers, The Money-Changer
and the Ass, The, ii. 41..? ? ? ? ? Yea, by Allah, my longing for you ne'er waneth nor passetb away; For your like among creatures is rare and
sought for in mountain and vale..Then he looked at her and seeing her eyes fixed on the young Damascene, for that in very deed he had ravished
her with his beauty and grace, went up to the latter and said to him, "O my lord, art thou a looker-on or a buyer? Tell me." Quoth Noureddin, "I am
both looker-on and buyer. Wilt thou sell me yonder slave-girl for sixteen hundred dinars?" And he pulled out the purse of gold. So the dealer
returned, dancing and clapping his hands and saying, "So be it, so be it, or not [at all]!" Then he came to the damsel and said to her, "O Sitt el
Milah, shall I sell thee to yonder young Damascene for sixteen hundred dinars?" But she answered, "No," of shamefastness before her master and
the bystanders; whereupon the people of the bazaar and the slave-merchant departed, and Abou Nuwas and Ali Noureddin arose and went each his
own way, whilst the damsel returned to her master's house, full of love for the young Damascene..God [judge] betwixt me and her lord! Away With
her he flees me and I follow aye..When the prefect saw this, he said, "By Allah, the captain is excused!" Then my comrades came round about me
and sprinkled water on my face, [till I came to myself,] when I arose and accosting the Cadi, who was covered with confusion, said to him, "Thou
seest that suspicion is fallen on thee, and indeed this affair is no light matter, for that this woman's family will assuredly not sit down under her
loss." Therewith the Cadi's heart quaked and he knew that the suspicion had reverted upon him, wherefore his colour paled and his limbs smote
together; and he paid of his own money, after the measure of that which he had lost, so we would hush up the matter for him. (106) Then we
departed from him in peace, whilst I said in myself, "Indeed, the woman deceived me not.".? ? ? ? ? Sans fault of mine, my blood and tears he shed
and beggared me Of him I love, yet for himself gained nought thereby whate'er..When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and
required of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king, that.When the damsel had made an end
of her song, El Abbas swooned away and they sprinkled on him rose-water, mingled with musk, till he came to himself, when he called another
damsel (now there was on her of linen and clothes and ornaments that which beggareth description, and she was endowed with brightness and
loveliness and symmetry and perfection, such as shamed the crescent moon, and she was a Turkish girl from the land of the Greeks and her name
was Hafizeh) and said to her, "O Hafizeh, close thine eyes and tune thy lute and sing to us upon the days of separation." She answered him with
"Hearkening and obedience" and taking the lute, tuned its strings and cried out from her head, (107) in a plaintive voice, and sang the following
verses:.? ? ? ? ? Compared with thine enjoyment, the hardest things are light To win and all things distant draw near and easy be..77 The Draper
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and the Thief (234) dclxi.48. Haroun Er Reshid with the Damsel and Abou Nuwas dc.One of the good-for-noughts found himself one day without
aught and the world was straitened upon him and his patience failed; so he lay down to sleep and gave not over sleeping till the sun burnt him and
the foam came out upon his mouth, whereupon he arose, and he was penniless and had not so much as one dirhem. Presently, he came to the shop
of a cook, who had set up therein his pans (9) [over the fire] and wiped his scales and washed his saucers and swept his shop and sprinkled it; and
indeed his oils (10) were clear (11) and his spices fragrant and he himself stood behind his cooking-pots [waiting for custom]. So the lackpenny
went up to him and saluting him, said to him, 'Weigh me half a dirhem's worth of meat and a quarter of a dirhem's worth of kouskoussou (12) and
the like of bread.' So the cook weighed out to him [that which he sought] and the lackpenny entered the shop, whereupon the cook set the food
before him and he ate till he had gobbled up the whole and licked the saucers and abode perplexed, knowing not how he should do with the cook
concerning the price of that which he had eaten and turning his eyes about upon everything in the shop..Tai, En Numan and the Arab of the Benou.
i. 203..? ? ? ? ? Quoth I, "Thou overcurtainest the morning with the night;" And she, "Not so; it is the moon that with the dark I shroud.".? ? ? ? ? n.
The Man whose Caution was the Cause of his Death dcccciii.Presently, up came a horseman in quest of water, so he might water his horse. He saw
the woman and she was pleasing in his sight; so he said to her, 'Arise, mount with me and I will take thee to wife and entreat thee kindly.' Quoth
she, 'Spare me, so may God spare thee! Indeed, I have a husband.' But he drew his sword and said to her, 'An thou obey me not, I will smite thee
and kill thee.' When she saw his malice, she wrote on the ground in the sand with her finger, saying, 'O Abou Sabir, thou hast not ceased to be
patient, till thy wealth is gone from thee and thy children and [now] thy wife, who was more precious in thy sight than everything and than all thy
wealth, and indeed thou abidest in thy sorrow all thy life long, so thou mayst see what thy patience will profit thee.' Then the horseman took her,
and setting her behind him, went his way..The queen rejoiced in her and putting out her hand to her, drew her to herself and seated her by her side
on the couch; whereupon Tuhfeh kissed her hands and the queen said to her, 'Know, O Tuhfeh, that all that thou treadest of these belong not to any
of the Jinn, (224) for that I am the queen of them all and the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis sought my permission (225) and prayed me to be present at
the circumcision of his son. So I sent to him, in my stead, a slave-girl of my slave-girls, to wit, Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who is
vice-queen of my kingdom. When she was present at the wedding and saw thee and heard thy singing, she sent to me, giving me to know of thee
and setting forth to me thine elegance and pleasantness and the goodliness of thy breeding and thy singing. So I am come to thee, for that which I
have heard of thy charms, and this shall bring thee great worship in the eyes of all the Jinn.' (226).? ? ? ? ? Under me's a slender camel, a devourer
of the waste; Those who pass a cloudlet deem it, as it flitteth o'er the way..When Tuhfeh heard this, it was grievous to her and she wept sore;
whereupon quoth the head to her, 'The relief of God the Most High is near at hand; but now let me hear somewhat of thy speech.' So she took the
lute and sang three songs, weeping the while. 'By Allah,' said the head, 'thou hast been bountiful to me, may God be with thee!' Then it disappeared
and the season of sundown came. So she arose [and betook herself] to her place [in the hall]; whereupon the candles rose up from under the earth
and kindled themselves. Then the kings of the Jinn appeared and saluted her and kissed her hands and she saluted them. Presently, up came
Kemeriyeh and her three sisters and saluted Tuhfeh and sat down; whereupon the tables were brought and they ate. Then the tables were removed
and there came the wine-tray and the drinking-service. So Tuhfeh took the lute and one of the three queens filled the cup and signed to Tuhfeh [to
sing]. Now she had in her hand a violet; so Tuhfeh sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother cliv.'Twere
fitter and better my loves that I leave, i. 26..118. The Jewish Cadi and his Pious Wife cccclxv.? ? ? ? ? Drink of the first-run wine, that shows as
very flame it were, When from the pitcher 'tis outpoured, or ere the day appear..? ? ? ? ? Thus unto thee have I set forth my case; consider well My
words, so thou mayst guided be aright by their intent..? ? ? ? ? O breeze of heaven, from me a charge I prithee take And do not thou betray the troth
of my despair;.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Officer's Story dccccxxxii.Meanwhile, the people of the city rejoiced and were glad and blessed the vizier's
daughter, marvelling for that three days had passed and that the king had not put her to death and exulting in that, [as they deemed,] he had turned
[from his purpose] and would never again burden himself with blood-guiltiness against any of the maidens of the city. Then, on the fourth night,
she related to him a still more extraordinary story, and on the fifth night she told him anecdotes of kings and viziers and notables. On this wise she
ceased not [to do] with him [many] days and nights, what while the king still said in himself, 'When I have heard the end of the story, I will put her
to death,' and the people waxed ever in wonder and admiration. Moreover, the folk of the provinces and cities heard of this thing, to wit, that the
king had turned from his custom and from that which he had imposed upon himself and had renounced his heresy, wherefore they rejoiced and the
folk returned to the capital and took up their abode therein, after they had departed thence; yea, they were constant in prayer to God the Most High
that He would stablish the king in that his present case; and this," said Shehrzad, "is the end of that which my friend related to me.".When the
morning morrowed, the people went seeking for him, but found him not; and when the king knew this, he was perplexed concerning his affair and
abode unknowing what he should do. Then he sought for a vizier to fill his room, and the king's brother said, 'I have a vizier, a sufficient man.'
'Bring him to me,' said the king. So he brought him a man, whom he set at the head of affairs; but he seized upon the kingdom and clapped the king
in irons and made his brother king in his stead. The new king gave himself up to all manner of wickedness, whereat the folk murmured and his
vizier said to him, 'I fear lest the Indians take the old king and restore him to the kingship and we both perish; wherefore, if we take him and cast
him into the sea, we shall be at rest from him; and we will publish among the folk that he is dead.' And they agreed upon this. So they took him up
and carrying him out to sea, cast him in..Then said the king, "How long wilt thou beguile us with thy prate, O youth? But now the hour of thy
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slaughter is come." And he bade crucify him upon the gibbet. [So they carried him to the place of execution] and were about to hoist him up [upon
the cross,] when, behold, the captain of the thieves, who had found him and reared him, (141) came up at that moment and asked what was that
assembly and [the cause of] the crowds gathered there. They told him that a servant of the king had committed a great crime and that he was about
to put him to death. So the captain of the thieves pressed forward and looking upon the prisoner, knew him, whereupon he went up to him and
embraced him and clipped him and fell to kissing him upon his mouth. Then said he, "This is a boy whom I found under such a mountain, wrapped
in a gown of brocade, and I reared him and he fell to stopping the way with us. One day, we set upon a caravan, but they put us to flight and
wounded some of us and took the boy and went their way. From that day to this I have gone round about the lands in quest of him, but have not
lighted on news of him [till now;] and this is he.".? ? ? ? ? a. The Foolish Weaver clii.Then they ate and the tables were removed and they washed
their hands; after which Iblis the Accursed came up to Tuhfeh and said to her, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, thou gladdenest the place and with thy presence
enlightenest and embellishest it; but now fain would these kings hear somewhat of thy singing, for the night hath spread its wings for departure and
there abideth thereof but a little.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and touching its strings on rare wise, played thereon
after a wondrous fashion, so that it seemed to those who were present as if the palace stirred with them for the music. Then she fell a-singing and
chanted the following verses:.Now this island is under the Equinoctial line; its night is still twelve hours and its day the like. Its length is fourscore
parasangs and its breadth thirty, and it is a great island, stretching between a lofty mountain and a deep valley. This mountain is visible at a distance
of three days' journey and therein are various kinds of jacinths and other precious stones and metals of all kinds and all manner spice-trees, and its
soil is of emery, wherewith jewels are wrought. In its streams are diamonds, and pearls are in its rivers. (208) I ascended to its summit and diverted
myself by viewing all the marvels therein, which are such as beggar description; after which I returned to the king and sought of him permission to
return to my own country. He gave me leave, after great pressure, and bestowed on me abundant largesse from his treasuries. Moreover, he gave
me a present and a sealed letter and said to me, 'Carry this to the Khalif Haroun er Reshid and salute him for us with abundant salutation.' And I
said, 'I hear and obey.'.Most like a wand of emerald my shape it is, trow I, ii. 245..Accordingly, he made a banquet, and stationing himself in the
man's way, invited him and carried him to his house, where they sat down and ate and drank and abode in discourse. Presently, the young man said
to the other, 'I hear that thou hast with thee a slave-girl, whom thou desirest to sell.' And he answered, saying, 'By Allah, O my lord, I have no mind
to sell her!' Quoth the youth, 'I hear that she cost thee a thousand dinars, and I will give thee six hundred, to boot.' And the other said, 'I sell her to
thee [at that price].' So they fetched notaries, who drew up the contract of sale, and the young man counted out to the girl's master half the purchase
money, saying, 'Let her be with thee till I complete to thee the rest of the price and take my slave-girl.' The other consented to this and took of him
a bond for the rest of the money, and the girl abode with her master, on deposit..Draper's Wife, The Old Woman and the, ii. 55..When the tither
heard the old man's speech, he relented towards him and said to him, 'O old man, I make thee a present of that which is due from thee, and do thou
cleave to me and leave me not, so haply I may get of thee profit that shall do away from me my errors and guide me into the way of righteousness.'
So the old man followed him, and there met him another with a load of wood. Quoth the tither to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.' And he
answered, 'Have patience with me till to-morrow, for I owe the hire of a house, and I will sell another load of wood and pay thee two days' tithe.'
But he refused him this and the old man said to him, 'If thou constrain him unto this, thou wilt enforce him quit thy country, for that he is a stranger
here and hath no domicile; and if he remove on account of one dirhem, thou wilt lose [of him] three hundred and threescore dirhems a year. Thus
wilt thou lose the much in keeping the little.' Quoth the tither, 'I give him a dirhem every month to the hire of his lodging.'.Sherik ben Amrou, what
device avails the hand of death to stay? i. 204..110. King Shah Bekhi and his Vizier Er Rehwan dccclxxxv.When the king heard this story, he said,
"How like is this to our own case!" Then he bade the vizier retire to his lodging; so he withdrew to his house and on the morrow he abode at home
[till the king should summon him to his presence.].2. The Fisherman and the Genie viii.Then she arose and returned to her chamber..One day, there
came a traveller and seeing the picture, said, 'There is no god but God! My brother wrought this picture.' So the king sent for him and questioned
him of the affair of the picture and where was he who had wrought it. 'O my lord,' answered the traveller, 'we are two brothers and one of us went
to the land of Hind and fell in love with the king's daughter of the country, and it is she who is the original of the portrait. In every city he entereth,
he painteth her portrait, and I follow him, and long is my journey.' When the king's son heard this, he said,'Needs must I travel to this damsel.' So
he took all manner rarities and store of riches and journeyed days and nights till he entered the land of Hind, nor did he win thereto save after sore
travail. Then he enquired of the King of Hind and he also heard of him..Fair fall the maid whose loosened locks her cheeks do overcloud! iii. 191..?
? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story xxix.109. The Woman who had a Boy and the other who had a Man to Lover ccccxxiv.? ? ? ? ? And to the birds'
descant in the foredawns, From out the boughs it flowered forth and grew,.? ? ? ? ? Ay, and the monks, for on the Day of Palms a fawn there was
Among the servants of the church, a loveling blithe and gay..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's Story xxxix.? ? ? ? ? Nor, like others a little ere
morning appear who bawl, "Come to safety!" (58) I stand up to prayer..My watering lips, that cull the rose of thy soft cheek, declare, iii. 134..? ? ?
? ? By thy ransom, (109) who dwellest alone in my heart, In despair for the loss of the loved one am I..The eunuch fell a-weeping in the pit and the
youth said to him, 'What is this weeping and what shall it profit here?' Quoth the eunuch, 'I weep not for fear of death, but of pity for thee and the
sorriness of thy case and because of thy mother's heart and for that which thou hast suffered of horrors and that thy death should be this abject
death, after the endurance of all manner stresses.' But the youth said, 'That which hath betided me was forewrit to me and that which is written none
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hath power to efface; and if my term be advanced, none may avail to defer it.' (136) Then they passed that night and the following day and the next
night and the next day [in the pit], till they were weak with hunger and came near upon death and could but groan feebly..THE SEVENTH
VOYAGE OF SINDBAD THE SAILOR..?STORY OF THE KING WHO KNEW THE QUINTESSENCE (204) OF THINGS..As he was thus,
behold, Aamir called out to him and said, "O my lord, come to my help, or I am a dead man!" So El Abbas went up to him and found him cast
down on his back and chained with four chains to four pickets of iron. He loosed his bonds and said to him, "Go before me, O Aamir." So he fared
on before him a little, and presently they looked, and behold, horsemen making to Zuheir's succour, to wit, twelve thousand cavaliers, with Sehl
ben Kaab in their van, mounted upon a jet-black steed. He charged upon Aamir, who fled from him, then upon El Abbas, who said, "O Aamir,
cleave fast to my horse and guard my back." Aamir did as he bade him, whereupon El Abbas cried out at the folk and falling upon them, overthrew
their braves and slew of them nigh two thousand cavaliers, whilst not one of them knew what was to do nor with whom he fought. Then said one of
them to other, "Verily, the king is slain; so with whom do we wage war? Indeed ye flee from him; so do ye enter under his banners, or not one of
you will be saved.".? ? ? ? ? And left me all forlorn, to pine for languishment,.Then said the sharper, 'O folk, this is my friend and I deposited with
him a deposit, but he denieth it; so in whom shall the folk put trust after this?' And they said, 'This (49) is a man of worth and we have found in him
nought but trustiness and loyality and good breeding, and he is endowed with understanding and generosity. Indeed, he avoucheth no falsehood, for
that we have consorted with him and mixed with him and he with us and we know the sincerity of his religion.' Then quoth one of them to the
merchant, 'Harkye, such an one! Bethink thee and consult thy memory. It may not be but that thou hast forgotten.' But he said, 'O folk, I know
nothing of that which he saith, for indeed he deposited nought with me.' And the affair was prolonged between them. Then said the sharper to the
merchant, 'I am about to make a journey and have, praised be God the Most High, wealth galore, and this money shall not escape me; but do thou
swear to me.' And the folk said, 'Indeed, this man doth justice upon himself.' (50) Whereupon the merchant fell into that which he misliked (51) and
came near upon [suffering] loss and ill repute..David and Solomon, i. 275..When she had made an end of her verses, the Lady Zubeideh bade each
damsel sing a song, till the turn came round to Sitt el Milah, whereupon she took the lute and tuning it, sang thereto four-and-twenty songs in
four-and-twenty modes; then she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Quoth he, what while from out his hair the
morning glimmered white, "This, this is life indeed, except, alas! it doth not stay.".? ? ? ? ? All charms, indeed, thou dost comprise; so who shall
vie with thee And who shall blame me if for love of such a fair I'm sped?.THE TEN VIZIERS; OR THE HISTORY OF KING AZADBEKHT
AND HIS SON. (94).? ? ? ? ? Beauty on his cheek hath written, "Blest be Allah, He who created this enchanting wight!".27. The Khalif Hisham
and the Arab Youth cclxxi.? ? ? ? ? O hills of the sands and the rugged piebald plain, Shall the bondman of love win ever free from pain!.? ? ? ? ?
Would he were not who sundered us upon the parting day! How many a body hath he slain, how many a bone laid bare?.As for the man, he
committed his affair to God the Most High, relying upon Him for deliverance, and said in himself, 'What is this affair?' Then he did away the leaves
from himself and rising, saw great plenty of men's bones there, of those whom the lion had devoured. He looked again and saw a heap of gold lying
alongside a girdle; (140) whereat he marvelled and gathering up the gold in his skirts, went forth of the thicket and fled in affright at hazard, turning
neither to the right nor to the left, in his fear of the lion; till he came to a village and cast himself down, as he were dead. He lay there till the day
appeared and he was rested from his fatigue, when he arose and burying the gold, entered the village. Thus God gave him relief and he came by the
gold.".TABLE OF CONTENTS OF THE UNFINISHED CALCUTTA (1814-18) EDITION (FIRST TWO HUNDRED NIGHTS ONLY) OF THE
ARABIC TEXT OF THE BOOK OF THE THOUSAND NIGHTS AND ONE NIGHT..104. El Amin and his Uncle Ibrahim ben el Mehdi
ccccxviii.On the morrow they (199) returned to their place, as of their wont, and betook themselves to eating and drinking and merry-making and
sporting till the last of the day, when Sindbad bade them hearken to his relation concerning his sixth voyage, the which (quoth he) is of the most
extraordinary of pleasant stories and the most startling [for that which it compriseth] of tribulations and disasters. Then said he,.Then he thrust his
feet into boots and girt him with a sword and a girdle and bound about his middle a quiver and a bow and arrows. Moreover, he put money in his
pocket and thrust into his sleeve letters-patent addressed to the governor of Ispahan, bidding him assign to Rustem Khemartekeni a monthly
allowance of a hundred dirhems and ten pounds of bread and five pounds of meat and enrol him among the Turks under his commandment. Then
he took him up and carrying him forth, left him in one of the mosques..? ? ? ? ? Desire hath left me wasted, afflicted, sore afraid, For the spy knows
the secret whereof I do complain..The company marvelled at this story and the tenth officer came forward and said, 'As for me, there befell me that
which was yet more extraordinary than all this.' Quoth El Melik ez Zahir, 'What was that?' And he said,.Presently, she came to me again and I said
to her, "Here is thy money and I have gained [with it] other thousand dinars." Quoth she, "Keep it by thee and take these other thousand dinars. As
soon as I have departed from thee, go thou to Er Rauzeh (183) and build there a goodly pavilion, and when the building thereof is accomplished,
give me to know thereof." So saying, she left me and went away. As soon as she was gone, I betook myself to Er Rauzeh and addressed myself to
the building of the pavilion, and when it was finished, I furnished it with the goodliest of furniture and sent to the lady to tell her that I had made an
end of its building; whereupon she sent back to me, saying, "Let him meet me to-morrow at daybreak at the Zuweyleh gate and bring with him a
good ass." So I got me an ass and betaking myself to the Zuweyleh gate, at the appointed time, found there a young man on horse- back, awaiting
her, even as I awaited her..The folk marvelled at this story with the utmost wonderment and the seventh officer said, 'There befell me in Alexandria
the [God-]guarded a marvellous thing, [and it was that one told me the following story]..145. The Bedouin and his Wife dcxci.? ? ? ? ? i. The
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Woman who made her Husband Sift Dust dcccclxxxvi.87. El Mamoun and the Pyramids of Egypt cccxcviii.? ? ? ? ? l. The Foolish Fisherman .
dcxxvi.When the vizier returned to the king, the latter sought of him the story of the man whose caution slew him and be said, "Know, O august
king, that.? ? ? ? ? Oft as my yearning waxeth, my heart consoleth me With hopes of thine enjoyment in all security..10. The Enchanted Horse
ccxlir.So the affair was concluded and we drew up the contract of marriage and I made the bride-feast; but on the wedding-night I beheld a thing
(214) than which never made God the Most High aught more loathly. Methought her people had contrived this by way of sport; so I laughed and
looked for my mistress, whom I had seen [at the lattice], to make her appearance; but saw her not. When the affair was prolonged and I found none
but her, I was like to go mad for vexation and fell to beseeching my Lord and humbling myself in supplication to Him that He would deliver me
from her. When I arose in the morning, there came the chamber-woman and said to me, "Hast thou occasion for the bath?" "No," answered I; and
she said, "Art thou for breakfast?" But I replied, "No;" and on this wise I abode three days, tasting neither meat nor drink..Then they accosted the
owner of the ass and chaffered with him and he said, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' They offered him a thousand dirhems; but he
refused and swore that he would not sell the ass but for that which he had said. They ceased not to add to their bidding, till the price reached five
thousand dirhems, whilst their fellow still said, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' The money-changer counselled him to sell, but he
would not do this and said to him, 'Harkye, gaffer! Thou hast no knowledge of this ass's case. Concern thyself with silver and gold and what
pertaineth thereto of change and exchange; for indeed the virtue of this ass passeth thy comprehension. To every craft its craftsman and to every
means of livelihood its folk.'.Meanwhile, the boy [grew up and] abode with the people of the village, and when God willed the accomplishment of
His ordinance, the which endeavour availeth not to avert, he went forth with a company of the villagers, to stop the way. The folk complained of
them to the king, who sallied out with a company of his men and surrounded the highwaymen and the boy with them, whereupon the latter drew
forth an arrow and launched it at them, and it smote the king in his vitals and wounded him. So they carried him to his house, after they had laid
hands upon the youth and his companions and brought them before the king, saying, 'What biddest thou that we do with them?' Quoth he, 'I am
presently in concern for myself; so bring me the astrologers.' Accordingly, they brought them before him and He said to them, 'Ye told me that my
death should be by slaying at the hand of my son: how, then, befalleth it that I have gotten my death-wound on this wise of yonder thieves?' The
astrologers marvelled and said to him, 'O king, it is not impossible to the lore of the stars, together with the fore-ordinance of God, that he who hath
smitten thee should be thy son.'.The king took his wife, the mother of his sons, and what he might [of good] and saved himself and fled in the
darkness of the night, unknowing whither he should go. When travel grew sore upon them, there met them robbers by the way, who took all that
was with them, [even to their clothes], so that there was left unto each of them but a shirt and trousers; yea, they left them without victual or camels
or [other] riding-cattle, and they ceased not to fare on afoot, till they came to a coppice, to wit, a garden of trees, on the shore of the sea. Now the
road which they would have followed was crossed by an arm of the sea, but it was scant of water. So, when they came to that place, the king took
up one of his children and fording the water with him, set him down on the other bank and returned for his other son. Him also he set by his brother
and returning for their mother, took her up and passing the water with her, came to the place [where he had left his children], but found them not.
Then he looked at the midst of the island and saw there an old man and an old woman, engaged in making themselves a hut of reeds. So he put
down his wife over against them and set off in quest of his children, but none gave him news of them and he went round about right and left, but
found not the place where they were..Woman accused of Lewdness, The Pious, ii. 5..139. Khuzeimeh ben Bishr and Ikrimeh el Feyyas dclxxxii.? ?
? ? ? Be gracious, so our gladness may be fulfilled with wine And we of our beloved have easance, without fear..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's
Story xi.King's Daughter of Baghdad, El Abbas and the, iii. 53..Semmak (Ibn es) and Er Reshid, i. 195..? ? ? ? ? How often, too, hath gladness
come to light Whence nought but dole thou didst anticipate!.81. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi cccxcii.All this, O my brother,'
continued the merchant, 'befell because the locust had no knowledge of the secret essence that lieth hid in apparent bodies. As for thee, O my
brother, (may God requite thee with good!) thou wast subtle in device and usedst precaution; but precaution sufficeth not against fate, and fortune
fore-ordained baffleth contrivance. How excellent is the saying of the poet! And he recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Parting afar hath borne
you, but longing still is fain To bring you near; meseemeth mine eye doth you contain..94. The King and the Virtuous Wife cccciv.When the king
heard this, he said, "I will not isolate myself from the folk and slay my vizier." And he bade him depart to his dwelling..Accordingly El Merouzi
repaired to the market and fetching that which he sought, returned to Er Razi's house, where he found the latter cast down in the vestibule, with his
beard tied and his eyes shut; and indeed, his colour was paled and his belly blown out and his limbs relaxed. So he deemed him in truth dead and
shook him; but he spoke not; and he took a knife and pricked him in the legs, but he stirred not. Then said Er Razi, 'What is this, O fool?' And El
Merouzi answered, 'Methought thou wast dead in very sooth.' Quoth Er Razi, 'Get thee to seriousness and leave jesting.' So he took him up and
went with him to the market and collected [alms] for him that day till eventide, when he carried him back to his lodging and waited till the
morrow..? ? ? ? ? It had sufficed me, had thy grace with verses come to me; My expectation still on thee in the foredawns was bent..To return to the
queen his wife. When the Magian fled with her, he proffered himself to her and lavished unto her wealth galore, but she rejected his suit and was
like to slay herself for chagrin at that which had befallen and for grief for her separation from her husband. Moreover, she refused meat and drink
and offered to cast herself into the sea; but the Magian shackled her and straitened her and clad her in a gown of wool and said to her, 'I will
continue thee in misery and abjection till thou obey me and consent to my wishes.' So she took patience and looked for God to deliver her from the
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hand of that accursed one; and she ceased not to travel with him from place to place till he came with her to the city wherein her husband was king
and his goods were put under seal..THE TWO KINGS AND THE VIZIER'S DAUGHTERS. (154).Meanwhile, the youth abode expecting his
governor's return, but he returned not; wherefore concern and chagrin waxed upon him, because of his mistress, and his longing for her redoubled
and he was like to slay himself. She became aware of this and sent him a messenger, bidding him to her. So he went to her and she questioned him
of the case; whereupon he told her what was to do of the matter of his governor, and she said to him, 'With me is longing the like of that which is
with thee, and I misdoubt me thy messenger hath perished or thy father hath slain him; but I will give thee all my trinkets and my clothes, and do
thou sell them and pay the rest of my price, and we will go, I and thou, to thy father.'.? ? ? ? ? The eyes of lovely women are likened unto me;
Indeed, amongst the gardens I open many an eye..? ? ? ? ? b. The Story of Janshah ccccxcix.Presently, one of the slave-girls brought him a pair of
sandals wrought with raw silk and green silk and embroidered with red gold, and he took them and put them in his sleeve, whereat the slave cried
out and said, "Allah! Allah! O my lord, these are sandals for the treading of thy feet, so thou mayst enter the draught-house." Aboulhusn was
confounded and shaking the sandals from his sleeve, put them on his feet, whilst the Khalif [well-nigh] died of laughter at him. The slave forewent
him to the house of easance, where he entered and doing his occasion, came out into the chamber, whereupon the slave- girls brought him a basin
of gold and an ewer of silver and poured water on his hands and he made the ablution..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Chief of the New Cairo Police dciv.?
? ? ? ? Mohammed, then, I do confess, God's chosen prophet is, And every man requited is for that which he doth say..? ? ? ? ? b, The Merchant's
Wife and the Parrot dcccclxxx.76 En Numan and the Arab of the Benou Tai dclx.When she came in sight of the folk, they kissed the earth before
her and she said to them, 'Tell me what hath betided Queen Tuhfeh from yonder dog Meimoun and why did ye not send to me and tell me?' Quoth
they, 'And who was this dog that we should send to thee, on his account? Indeed, he was the least and meanest [of the Jinn].' Then they told her
what Kemeriyeh and her sisters had done and how they had practised upon Meimoun and delivered Tuhfeh from his hand, fearing lest he should
slay her, whenas he found himself discomfited; and she said, 'By Allah, the accursed one was wont to prolong his looking upon her!' And Tuhfeh
fell to kissing Queen Es Shuhba's hand, whilst the latter strained her to her bosom and kissed her, saying, 'Trouble is past; so rejoice in assurance of
relief.'.? ? ? ? ? Lo under my command the land of Yemen is And trenchant is my sword against the foe in fight..When Jaafer saw him, his reason
was like to depart for shame and he knew that the chamberlain had been deceived by the likeness of the name; and Abdulmelik also perceived how
the case stood and confusion was manifest to him in Jaafer's face. So he put on a cheerful favour and said, "No harm be upon you! (149) Bring us
of these dyed clothes." So they brought him a dyed gown (150) and he put it on and sat discoursing cheerily with Jaafer and jesting with him. Then
said he, "Give us to drink of your wine." So they poured him out a pint and he said, "Be ye indulgent with us, for we have no wont of this." Then he
chatted and jested with them till Jaafer's breast dilated and his constraint ceased from him and his shamefastness, and he rejoiced in this with an
exceeding joy and said to Abdulmelik, "What is thine errand?" Quoth the other, "I come (may God amend thee!) on three occasions, whereof I
would have thee bespeak the Khalif; to wit, firstly, I have on me a debt to the amount of a thousand thousand dirhems, (151) which I would have
discharged; secondly, I desire for my son the office of governor of a province, whereby his rank may be raised; and thirdly, I would fain have thee
marry him to a daughter of the Khalif, for that she is his cousin and he is a match for her." And Jaafer said, "God accomplished! unto thee these
three occasions. As for the money, it shall presently be carried to thy house; as for the government, I make thy son viceroy of Egypt; and as for the
marriage, I give him to wife such an one, the daughter of our Lord the Commander of the Faithful, at a dowry of such and such a sum. So depart in
the assurance of God the Most High.".They lighted down without the place and when they arose in the morning, they saw a populous and goodly
city, fair of seeming and great, abounding in trees and streams and fruits and wide of suburbs. So the young man said to his sister Selma, 'Abide
thou here in thy place, till I enter the city and examine it and make assay of its people and seek out a place which we may buy and whither we may
remove. If it befit us, we will take up our abode therein, else will we take counsel of departing elsewhither.' Quoth she, 'Do this, trusting in the
bounty of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and in His blessing.'.There was once a king named Suleiman Shah, who was goodly of polity
and judgment, and he had a brother who died and left a daughter. So Suleiman Shah reared her on the goodliest wise and the girl grew up, endowed
with reason and perfection, nor was there in her time a fairer than she. Now the king had two sons, one of whom he had appointed in himself that
he would marry her withal, and the other purposed in himself that he would take her. The elder son's name was Belehwan and that of the younger
Melik Shah, and the girl was called Shah Khatoun..? ? ? ? ? q. The Shepherd and the Thief dccccxxi.My fortitude fails, my endeavour is vain, ii.
95..?STORY OF THE TWO SHARPERS WHO CHEATED EACH HIS FELLOW..When Shefikeh saw that which betided him, she came forward
and said to him, "O bountiful lord, indeed my mistress returneth not the mantle and the necklace despitefully; but she is about to depart the world
and thou hast the best right to them." "And what is the cause of this?" asked he. Quoth Shefikeh, "Thou knowest. By Allah, never among the Arabs
nor the barbarians nor among the sons of the kings saw I a harder of heart than thou! Is it a light matter to thee that thou troublest Mariyeh's life and
causest her mourn for herself and depart the world on account of (110) thy youth? Indeed, thou wast the cause of her acquaintance with thee and
now she departeth the world on thine account, she whose like God the Most High hath not created among the daughters of the kings.".There was
once an Arab of [high] rank and [goodly] presence, a man of exalted generosity and magnanimity, and he had brethren, with whom he consorted
and caroused, and they were wont to assemble by turns in each other's houses. When it came to his turn, he made ready in his house all manner
goodly and pleasant meats and dainty drinks and exceeding lovely flowers and excellent fruits, and made provision of all kinds of instruments of
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music and store of rare apothegms and marvellous stories and goodly instances and histories and witty anedotes and verses and what not else, for
there was none among those with whom he was used to company but enjoyed this on every goodly wise, and in the entertainment he had provided
was all whereof each had need. Then he sallied forth and went round about the city, in quest of his friends, so he might assemble them; but found
none of them in his house..There was once in the city of Hemadan (191) a young man of comely aspect and excellently skilled in singing to the
lute, and he was well seen of the people of the city. He went forth one day of his city, with intent to travel, and gave not over journeying till his
travel brought him to a goodly city. Now he had with him a lute and what pertained thereto, (192) so he entered and went round about the city till
he fell in with a druggist, who, when he espied him, called to him. So he went up to him and he bade him sit down. Accordingly, he sat down by
him and the druggist questioned him of his case. The singer told him what was in his mind and the other took him up into his shop and brought him
food and fed him. Then said he to him, 'Arise and take up thy lute and beg about the streets, and whenas thou smellest the odour of wine, break in
upon the drinkers and say to them, "I am a singer." They will laugh and say, "Come, [sing] to us." And when thou singest, the folk will know thee
and bespeak one another of thee; so shall thou become known in the city and thine affairs will prosper.'.? ? ? ? ? My heart bereavement of my
friends forebode; may God of them The dwellings not bereave, but send them timely home again!.? ? ? ? ? I'll say. If for my loved ones' loss I rent
my heart for dole,.The king gave him leave for this and the vizier betook himself to the queen and said to her, "I am come to thee, on account of a
grave reproach, and I would have thee be truthful with me in speech and tell me how came the youth into the sleeping-chamber." Quoth she, "I
have no knowledge whatsoever [of it]" and swore to him a solemn oath thereof, whereby he knew that she had no knowledge of the matter and that
she was not at fault and said to her, "I will teach thee a device, where- with thou mayst acquit thyself and thy face be whitened before the king."
"What is it?" asked she; and he answered, saying, "When the king calleth for thee and questioneth thee of this, say thou to him, 'Yonder youth saw
me in the privy-chamber and sent me a message, saying, "I will give thee a hundred jewels, to whose price money may not avail, so thou wilt suffer
me to foregather with thee." I laughed at him who bespoke me with these words and rebuffed him; but he sent again to me, saying, "An thou fall
not in with my wishes, I will come one of the nights, drunken, and enter and lie down in the sleeping-chamber, and the king will see me and kill
me; so wilt thou be put to shame and thy face will be blackened with him and thine honour abased."' Be this thy saying to the king, and I will
presently go to him and repeat this to him." Quoth the queen, "And I also will say thus.".71. Haroun er Reshid and the two Girls ccclxxxvii.When
the evening evened, the king let fetch the vizier and required of him the [promised] story. So he said, "Know, O king, that.The Twentieth Night of
the Month..[Aforetime] I journeyed in [many] lands and climes and towns and visited the great cities and traversed the ways and [exposed myself
to] dangers and hardships. Towards the last of my life, I entered a city [of the cities of China], (155) wherein was a king of the Chosroes and the
Tubbas (156) and the Caesars. (157) Now that city had been peopled with its inhabitants by means of justice and equitable dealing; but its [then]
king was a tyrant, who despoiled souls and [did away] lives; there was no wanning oneself at his fire, (158) for that indeed he oppressed the true
believers and wasted the lands. Now he had a younger brother, who was [king] in Samarcand of the Persians, and the two kings abode a while of
time, each in his own city and place, till they yearned unto each other and the elder king despatched his vizier in quest of his younger brother..At
this Queen Kemeriyeh was moved to exceeding delight and drank off her cup, saying, 'Well done, O queen of hearts!' Moreover, she took off a
surcoat of blue brocade, fringed with red rubies, and a necklace of white jewels, worth an hundred thousand dinars, and gave them to Tuhfeh. Then
she passed the cup to her sister Zelzeleh, who had in her hand sweet basil, and she said to Tuhfeh, 'Sing to me on this sweet basil.' 'Hearkening and
obedience,' answered she and improvised and sang the following verses:.Still do I yearn, whilst passion's fire flames in my liver are, iii. 111."Away
with him from me! Who is at the door?" "Kutheiyir Azzeh," (52) replied Adi, and Omar said, "It is he who says in one of his odes ... " [And he
repeated the following verses:].Then they brought the raft before him and I said to him, 'O my lord, I am in thy hands, I and all my good.' He
looked at the raft and seeing therein jacinths and emeralds and crude ambergris, the like whereof was not in his treasuries, marvelled and was
amazed at this. Then said he, 'O Sindbad, God forbid that we should covet that which God the Most High hath vouchsafed unto thee! Nay, it
behoveth us rather to further thee on thy return to thine own country.' So I called down blessings on him and thanked him. Then he signed to one of
his attendants, who took me and established me in a goodly lodging, and the king assigned me a daily allowance and pages to wait on me. And
every day I used to go in to him and he entertained me and entreated me friendly and delighted in my converse; and as often as our assembly broke
up, I went out and walked about the town and the island, diverting myself by viewing them..? ? ? ? ? Alack, my grief! Thou wast, indeed, grown
absent from my yiew, Yet art the apple of mine eye nor couldst from me divide.
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