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? ? ? ? ? I swear by his life, yea, I swear by the life of my love without peer, To please him or save him from hurt, I'd enter the fire without fear!.An

if my substance fail, no one there is will succour me, i. 6..When she had made an end of her song, all who were in the assembly wept for the

daintiness of her speech and the sweetness of her voice and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O Merziyeh I Indeed, thou confoundest the wits with

the goodliness of thy verses and the elegance of thy speech." All this while Shefikeh abode gazing upon her, and when she beheld El Abbas his

slave-girls and considered the goodliness of their apparel and the nimbleness of their wits and the elegance of their speech, her reason was

confounded. Then she sought leave of El Abbas and returning to her mistress Mariyeh, without letter or answer, acquainted her with his case and

that wherein he was of puissance and delight and majesty and venerance and loftiness of rank. Moreover, she told her what she had seen of the

slave-girls and their circumstance and that which they had said and how they had made El Abbas desireful of returning to his own country by the

recitation of verses to the sound of the strings..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Chief of the New Cairo Police cccxliii.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, without fail,

to-morrow thou shalt see Me with ox-leather dress and drub the nape of thee!.Then the prince's mother bade fetch the five slave-girls to that

assembly; whereupon they came and the ten damsels foregathered. The queen seated five of them on her son's right hand and other five on his left

and the folk assembled about them. Then she bade the five who had remained with her speak forth somewhat of verse, so they might entertain

therewith the assembly and that El Abbas might rejoice therein. Now she had clad them in the richest of raiment and adorned them with trinkets

and ornaments and wroughten work of gold and silver and collars of gold, set with pearls and jewels. So they came forward, with harps and lutes

and psalteries and recorders and other instruments of music before them, and one of them, a damsel who came from the land of China and whose

name was Baoutheh, advanced and tightened the strings of her lute. Then she cried out from the top of her head (127) and improvising, sang the

following verses:.Now there was in his neighbourhood a poor man, who had a slave-girl of surpassing beauty and loveliness, and the youth became

enamoured of her and suffered grief and concern for the love of her and her loveliness, so that he was like to perish for passion; and she also loved

him with a love yet greater than his love for her. So she called an old woman who used to visit her and acquainted her with her case, saying, 'An I

foregather not with him, I shall die.' The old woman promised her that she would do her endeavour to bring her to her desire; so she veiled herself

and repairing to the young man, saluted him and acquainted him with the girl's case, saying, 'Her master is a covetous man; so do thou invite him

[to thy lodging] and tempt him with money, and he will sell thee the damsel.'.There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a king of

the kings of the Persians, who was passionately addicted to the love of women. His courtiers bespoke him of the wife of a chamberlain of his

chamberlains, for that she was endowed with beauty and loveliness and perfection, and this prompted him to go in to her. When she saw him, she

knew him and said to him, 'What prompteth the king unto this that he doth?' And he answered, saying, 'Verily, I yearn after thee with an exceeding

yearning and needs must I enjoy thy favours.' And he gave her of wealth that after the like whereof women hanker; but she said, 'I cannot do that

whereof the king speaketh, for fear of my husband.' And she refused herself to him with the most rigorous of refusals and would not do his desire.

So the king went out, full of wrath, and forgot his girdle in the place..Conclusion.Ibn es Semmak and Er Reshid, i. 195..He who Mohammed sent,

as prophet to mankind, i. 50..? ? ? ? ? aa. Selim and Selma dccccxxii.? ? ? ? ? By Allah, what sorrows and woes to my soul for thy sake were

decreed! My heart is grown hoar, ere eld's snows have left on my tresses their trail..So he repaired to the scribe, who wrote him the scroll, and he

brought it to his master, who set it on the door and said to the damsel, "Art thou satisfied?" "Yes," answered she. "Arise forthright and get thee to

the place before the citadel, where do thou foregather with all the mountebanks and ape-dancers and bear-leaders and drummers and pipers and bid

them come to thee to-morrow early, with their drums and pipes, what time thou drinkest coffee with thy father-in-law the Cadi, and congratulate

thee and wish thee joy, saying, 'A blessed day, O son of our uncle! Indeed, thou art the vein (266) of our eye! We rejoice for thee, and if thou be

ashamed of us, verily, we pride ourselves upon thee; so, though thou banish us from thee, know that we will not forsake thee, albeit thou forsakest

us.' And do thou fall to strewing dinars and dirhems amongst them; whereupon the Cadi will question thee, and do thou answer him, saying, 'My

father was an ape-dancer and this is our original condition; but out Lord opened on us [the gate of fortune] and we have gotten us a name among

the merchants and with their provost.'.Then they betook themselves to a place without the city, where he builded him a mansion of solid stone and

white plaster and stopped its inner [walls] and stuccoed them; yea, he left not therein cranny nor crevice and set in it two serving-women to sweep

and wipe, for fear of spiders. Here he abode with his wife a great while, till one day he espied a spider on the ceiling and beat it down. When his

wife saw it, she said, 'This is that which the wise woman avouched would kill me; so, by thy life [I conjure thee], suffer me to slay it with mine

own hand.' Her husband forbade her from this, but she conjured him to let her kill the spider; then, of her fear and her eagerness, she took a piece of

wood and smote it. The wood broke in sunder, of the force of the blow, and a splinter from it entered her hand and wrought upon it, so that it

swelled. Then her arm swelled also and the swelling spread to her side and thence grew till it reached her heart and she died. Nor," added the vizier,

"is this more extraordinary or more wonderful than the story of the weaver who became a physician by his wife's commandment.".? ? ? ? ? If to my

favours thou aspire and covet me, good lack! What leach such madness can assain or what medicament?.So the friend turned to the sharper and said

to him, 'O my lord, O such an one, thou goest under a delusion. The purse is with me, for it was with me that thou depositedst it, and this elder is

innocent of it.' But the sharper answered him with impatience and impetuosity, saying, 'Extolled be the perfection of God! As for the purse that is
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with thee, O noble and trusty man, I know that it is in the warrant of God and my heart is at ease concerning it, for that it is with thee as it were

with me; but I began by demanding that which I deposited with this man, of my knowledge that he coveteth the folk's good.' At this the friend was

confounded and put to silence and returned not an answer; [and the] only [result of his interference was that] each of them (52) paid a thousand

dinars..? ? ? ? ? r. The Heathcock and the Tortoises dccccxxiv.23. Er Reshid and the Woman of the Barmecides ccccxxxiv.As I sat one day in my

shop, there came up to me a fair woman, as she were the moon at its rising, and with her a slave-girl. Now I was a handsome man in my time; so

the lady sat down on [the bench before] my shop and buying stuffs of me, paid down the price and went away. I questioned the girl of her and she

said, "I know not her name." Quoth I, "Where is her abode?" "In heaven," answered the slave-girl; and I said, "She is presently on the earth; so

when doth she ascend to heaven and where is the ladder by which she goeth up?" Quoth the girl, "She hath her lodging in a palace between two

rivers, (181) to wit, the palace of El Mamoun el Hakim bi Amrillah." (182) Then said I, "I am a dead man, without recourse; "but she replied,

"Have patience, for needs must she return unto thee and buy stuffs of thee yet again." "And how cometh it," asked I, "that the Commander of the

Faithful trusteth her to go out?" "He loveth her with an exceeding love," answered she, "and is wrapped up in her and gainsayeth her not.".? ? ? ? ?

Though little, with beauty myself I've adorned; So the flowers are my subjects and I am their queen..Then the rest of the women of the palace came

all to him and lifted him into a sitting posture, when he found himself upon a couch, stuffed all with floss-silk and raised a cubit's height from the

ground. (19) So they seated him upon it and propped him up with a pillow, and he looked at the apartment and its greatness and saw those eunuchs

and slave-girls in attendance upon him and at his head, whereat he laughed at himself and said, "By Allah, it is not as I were on wake, and [yet] I

am not asleep!" Then he arose and sat up, whilst the damsels laughed at him and hid [their laughter] from him; and he was confounded in his wit

and bit upon his finger. The bite hurt him and he cried "Oh!" and was vexed; and the Khalif watched him, whence he saw him not, and

laughed..Woman accused of Lewdness, The Pious, ii. 5..The old man took the casting-bottle from the Jew and going up to Noureddin and the

damsel, sprinkled their faces, whereupon they came to themselves and fell to relating to each other that which they had suffered, since their

separation, for the anguish of severance. Moreover, Noureddin acquainted Sitt el Milah with that which he had endured from the folk who would

have slain him and made away with him; and she said to him, "O my lord, let us presently give over this talk and praise God for reunion of loves,

and all this shall cease from us." Then she gave him the cup and he said, "By Allah, I will nowise drink it, whilst I am in this plight!" So she drank

it off before him and taking the lute, swept the strings and sang the following verses:.When the youth saw this, he marvelled at that which his father

had done and said, 'This is a sorry treasure.' Then he went forth and fell to eating and drinking with the folk, till nothing was left him and he abode

two days without tasting food, at the end of which time he took a handkerchief and selling it for two dirhems, bought bread and milk with the price

and left it on the shelf [and went out. Whilst he was gone,] a dog came and took the bread and spoiled the milk, and when the man returned and saw

this, he buffeted his face and went forth, distraught, at a venture. Presently, he met a friend of his, to whom he discovered his case, and the other

said to him, 'Art thou not ashamed to talk thus? How hast thou wasted all this wealth and now comest telling lies and saying, "The dog hath

mounted on the shelf," and talking nonsense?' And he reviled him..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fox and the Wild Ass dcxi.There was once of old time a foolish,

ignorant man, who had wealth galore, and his wife was a fair woman, who loved a handsome youth. The latter used to watch for her husband's

absence and come to her, and on this wise he abode a long while. One day, as the woman was private with her lover, he said to her, 'O my lady and

my beloved, if thou desire me and love me, give me possession of thyself and accomplish my need in thy husband's presence; else will I never

again come to thee nor draw near thee, what while I abide on life.' Now she loved him with an exceeding love and could not brook his separation

an hour nor could endure to vex him; so, when she heard his words, she said to him, ['So be it,] in God's name, O my beloved and solace of mine

eyes, may he not live who would vex thee!' Quoth he, 'To-day?' And she said, 'Yes, by thy life,' and appointed him of this..? ? ? ? ? My virtues

'mongst men are extolled and my glory and station rank high..Then he bade fetch the youth; so they brought him before him and the viziers said, "O

base of origin, out on thee! Thy term is at hand and the earth hungereth for thy body, so it may devour it." But he answered them, saying, "Death is

not in your word nor in your envy; nay, it is an ordinance written upon the forehead; wherefore, if aught be written upon my forehead, needs must it

come to pass, and neither endeavour nor thought-taking nor precaution will deliver me therefrom; [but it will surely happen] even as happened to

King Ibrahim and his son." Quoth the king, "Who was King Ibrahim and who was his son?" And the youth said, "O king,.Idiot and the Sharper,

The, i. 298..112. Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of Cashghar dccccxli.? ? ? ? ? I fear to be seen in the air, Without my consent, unaware;.To

return to his wife and her mother. When the former arose in the morning and her husband returned not to her with break of day, she forebode all

manner of calamity and straightway despatched her servants and all who were with her in quest of him; but they happened not on any trace of him

neither fell in with aught of his news. So she bethought herself concerning her affair and complained and wept and groaned and sighed and blamed

perfidious fortune, bewailing that sorry chance and reciting these verses:.The money-changer thought they did but finesse with him, that they might

get the ass at their own price; but, when they went away from him and he had long in vain awaited their return, he cried out, saying, 'Woe!' and

'Ruin!' and 'Alack, my sorry chance!' and shrieked aloud and tore his clothes. So the people of the market assembled to him and questioned him of

his case; whereupon he acquainted them with his plight and told them what the sharpers had said and how they had beguiled him and how it was

they who had cajoled him into buying an ass worth half a hundred dirhems (47) for five thousand and five hundred. (48) His friends blamed him

and a company of the folk laughed at him and marvelled at his folly and his credulity in accepting the sharpers' talk, without suspicion, and
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meddling with that which he understood not and thrusting himself into that whereof he was not assured..One day, as the prefect sat [in his house],

the watchman came in to him and said, "O my lord, the Jew goeth to the house of such an one." Whereupon El Atwesh arose and went forth alone,

taking with him none but myself. As he went along, he said to me, "Indeed, this [woman] is a fat piece of meat." (109) And we gave not over going

till we came to the door of the house and stood there till a slave-girl came out, as if to buy them somewhat. We waited till she opened the door,

whereupon, without further parley, we forced our way into the house and rushed in upon the girl, whom we found seated with the Jew in a saloon

with four estrades, and cooking-pots and candles therein. When her eyes fell on the prefect, she knew him and rising to her feet, said, "Welcome

and fair welcome! Great honour hath betided me by my lord's visit and indeed thou honourest my dwelling.".114. El Abbas and the King's

Daughter of Baghdad dcccclxvi.Then said the young man, the villager's son, 'And I, O holy woman, my father brought us a woman who had been

stoned, and my people tended her till she recovered. Now she was surpassing of beauty; so I required her of herself; but she refused and clave fast

to God (to whom belong might and majesty), wherefore folly (8) prompted me, so that I agreed with one of the youths that he should steal clothes

and coin from my father's house. Then I laid hands on him [and carried him] to my father and made him confess. So he avouched that the woman

was his mistress from the city and had been stoned on his account and that she was of accord with him concerning the theft and had opened the

doors to him, and this was a lie against her, for that she had not yielded to me in that which I sought of her. So there befell me what ye see of

punishment." And the young man, the thief, said, 'I am he with whom thou agreedst concerning the theft and to whom thou openedst the door, and I

am he who avouched against her falsely and calumniously and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) knoweth that I never did evil

with her, no, nor knew her in any wise before then.'.55. The Ruined Man who became Rich again through a Dream cccli.? ? ? ? ? Thou layst on me

a load too great to bear, and thus thou dost But that my burdens I may bind and so towards thee fare..They tell that Haroun er Reshid was sitting

one day to do away grievances, when there came up to him a woman and said to him, "O Commander of the Faithful, may God accomplish thine

affair and cause thee rejoice in that which He hath given thee and increase thee in elevation! Indeed, thou hast done justice (85) and wrought

equitably." (86) Quoth the Khalif to those who were present with him, "Know ye what this woman meaneth by her saying?" And they answered,

"Of a surety, she meaneth not otherwise than well, O Commander of the Faithful." "Nay," rejoined Haroun; "she purposeth only in this an

imprecation against me. As for her saying, 'God accomplish thine affair!' she hath taken it from the saying of the poet, 'When an affair is

accomplished, its abatement (87) beginneth. Beware of cessation, whenas it is said, "It is accomplished."' As for her saying 'God cause thee rejoice

in that which He hath given thee,' she took it from the saying of God the Most High, 'Till, whenas they rejoiced in that which they were given, we

took them suddenly and lo, they were confounded!' (88) As for her saying, 'God increase thee in elevation!' she took it from the saying of the poet,

'No bird flieth and riseth up on high, but, like as he flieth, he falleth.' And as for her saying, 'Indeed, thou hast done justice and wrought equitably,'

it is from the saying of the Most High, '[If ye deviate (89) or lag behind or turn aside, verily, God of that which ye do is aware;' (90) and] 'As for

the transgressors,' (91) they are fuel for hell[-fire]." (92).I was one day abroad on an occasion with certain of my comrades, and as we went along,

we fell in with a company of women, as they were moons, and among them one, the tallest and handsomest of them. When I saw her and she saw

me, she tarried behind her companions and waited for me, till I came up to her and bespoke her. Quoth she, "O my lord, (God favour thee!) I saw

thee prolong thy looking on me and imagined that thou knewest me. If it be thus, vouchsafe me more knowledge of thee." "By Allah," answered I,

"I know thee not, save that God the Most High hath cast the love of thee into my heart and the goodliness of thine attributes hath confounded me

and that wherewith God hath gifted thee of those eyes that shoot with arrows; for thou hast captivated me." And she rejoined, "By Allah, I feel the

like of that which thou feelest; so that meseemeth I have known thee from childhood.".Then he carried him to his house and stripping him of his

clothes, clad him in rags; after which he called an old woman, who was his stewardess, and said to her. 'Take this youth and clap on his neck this

iron chain and go round about with him in all the thoroughfares of the city; and when thou hast made an end of this, go up with him to the palace of

the king.' And he said to the youth, 'In whatsoever place thou seest the damsel, speak not a syllable, but acquaint me with her place and thou shall

owe her deliverance to none but me.' The youth thanked him and went with the old woman on such wise as the chamberlain bade him. She fared on

with him till they entered the city [and made the round thereof]; after which she went up to the palace of the king and fell to saying, 'O people of

affluence, look on a youth whom the devils take twice in the day and pray for preservation from [a like] affliction!' And she ceased not to go round

about with him till she came to the eastern wing (189) of the palace, whereupon the slave-girls came out to look upon him and when they saw him

they were amazed at his beauty and grace and wept for him..Ishac entered, he and his company, and seating themselves in the place of honour,

amused themselves by looking on the slave-girls and mamelukes and watching how they were sold, till the sale came to an end, when some of the

folk went away and other some sat. Then said the slave-dealer, 'Let none sit with us except him who buyeth by the thousand [dinars] and upwards.'

So those who were present withdrew and there remained none but Er Reshid and his company; whereupon the slave-dealer called the damsel, after

he had caused set her a chair of fawwak, (170) furnished with Greek brocade, and it was as she were the sun shining in the clear sky. When she

entered, she saluted and sitting down, took the lute and smote upon it, after she had touched its strings and tuned it, so that all present were amazed.

Then she sang thereto the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? l. The Wife's Device to Cheat her Husband dlxxxiv.105. El Feth ben Khacan and El

Mutawekkil ccccxix.? ? ? ? ? s. The Journeyman and the Girl dccccix.?Story of King Dadbin and His Viziers..How long will ye admonished be,

without avail or heed? iii. 40..Relief, Story of the Prisoner and how God gave him, i. 174..O thou that questionest the lily of its scent, ii. 256..? ? ? ?
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? Then, after them came I to thee and union did entreat And unto thee set forth at length my case and my design;.4. The Three Apples lxviii.? ? ? ?

? "What is the taste of love?" quoth one, and I replied, "Sweet water 'tis at first; but torment lurks behind."."There was once a man, a merchant,

who was fortunate in trade, and at one time his [every] dirhem profited [him] fifty. Presently, his luck turned against him and he knew it not; so he

said in himself, 'I have wealth galore, yet do I weary myself and go round about from country to country; I were better abide in my own country

and rest myself in my house from this travail and affliction and sell and buy at home.' Then he made two parts of his money, with one whereof he

bought wheat in summer, saying, 'When the winter cometh, I will sell it at a great profit.' But, when the winter came, wheat became at half the price

for which he had bought it, whereat he was sore concerned and left it till the next year. However, next year, the price fell yet lower and one of his

friends said to him, 'Thou hast no luck in this wheat; so do thou sell it at whatsoever price.' Quoth the merchant, 'This long while have I profited

and it is allowable that I lose this time. God is all- knowing! If it abide [with me] half a score years, I will not sell it save at a profit.'.When I entered

the service of this Amir, (88) I had a great repute and every lewd fellow feared me of all mankind, and whenas I rode through the city, all the folk

would point at me with their fingers and eyes. It befell one day, as I sat in the house of the prefecture, with my back against a wall, considering in

myself, there fell somewhat in my lap, and behold, it was a purse sealed and tied. So I took it in my hand and behold, it had in it a hundred dirhems,

(89) but I found not who threw it and I said, "Extolled be the perfection of God, the King of the Kingdoms!" (90) Another day, [as I sat on like

wise,] somewhat fell on me and startled me, and behold, it was a purse like the first. So I took it and concealing its affair, made as if I slept, albeit

sleep was not with me..? ? ? ? ? I am filled full of longing pain and memory and dole, That from the wasted body's wounds distract the anguished

soul..Damascus is all gardens decked for the pleasance of the eyes, iii. 9.."O king," answered the youth, "if there have betided thee talk because of

me, by Allah, by Allah the Great, those who have brought on thee this talk from the folk are these wicked viziers, who devise with the folk and tell

them foul things and evil concerning the king's house; but I trust in God that He will cause their malice to revert upon their heads. As for the king's

menace of me with slaughter, I am in the grasp of his hand; so let not the king occupy his mind with my slaughter, for that I am like unto the

sparrow in the hand of the fowler; if he will, he slaughtereth him, and if he will, he looseth him. As for the delaying of my slaughter, it [proceedeth]

not [from] the king, but from Him in whose hand is my life; for, by Allah, O king, if God willed my slaughter, thou couldst not avail to postpone it,

no, not for a single hour. Indeed, man availeth not to fend off evil from himself, even as it was with the son of King Suleiman Shah, whose anxiety

and carefulness for the accomplishment of his desire of the new-born child [availed him nothing], for his last hour was deferred how many a time!

and God saved him until he had accomplished his [foreordained] period and had fulfilled [the destined term of] his life.".? ? ? ? ? My kinsmen and

my friends for thee I did forsake And left them weeping tears that poured as 'twere a tide..? ? ? ? ? Thine honour, therefore, guard and eke thy secret

keep, Nor save to one free-born and true thy case confess..NOTE..147. Isaac of Mosul and his Mistress and the Devil dcxcr.The Third Night of the

Month.Azadbekht and his Son, History of King, i. 61.Here the treasure-seeker brought out a book and reading therein, dug in the crest of the

mountain five cubits deep, whereupon there appeared to him a stone. He pulled it up and behold, it was a trap-door covering the mouth of a pit. So

he waited till the [foul] air was come forth from the midst of the pit, when he bound a rope about the boy's middle and let him down to the bottom,

and with him a lighted flambeau. The boy looked and beheld, at the upper end of the pit, wealth galore; so the treasure-seeker let down a rope and a

basket and the boy fell to filling and the man to drawing up, till the latter had gotten his sufficiency, when he loaded his beasts and did his occasion,

whilst the boy looked for him to let down to him the rope and draw him up; but he rolled a great stone to the mouth of the pit and went away..? ? ?

? ? How long will ye admonished be, without avail or heed? The shepherd still his flocks forbids, and they obey his rede..When the news reached

El Aziz, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy in the coming of his son and straightway took horse, he and all his army, what while the trumpets

sounded and the musicians played, that the earth quaked and Baghdad also trembled, and it was a notable day. When Mariyeh beheld all this, she

repented with the uttermost of repentance of that which she had wroughten against El Abbas his due and the fires still raged in her vitals.

Meanwhile, the troops (104) sallied forth of Baghdad and went out to meet those of El Abbas, who had halted in a meadow called the Green Island.

When he espied the approaching host, he knew not what they were; so he strained his sight and seeing horsemen coming and troops and footmen,

said to those about him, "Among yonder troops are ensigns and banners of various kinds; but, as for the great green standard that ye see, it is the

standard of my father, the which is reserved [unto him and never displayed save] over his head, and [by this] I know that he himself is come out in

quest of me." And he was certified of this, he and his troops..? ? ? ? ? They have departed; but the steads yet full of them remain: Yea, they have

left me, but my heart of them doth not complain..When the appointed day arrived, En Numan sent for Sherik and said to him, "Verily the first part

of this day is past." And Sherik answered, "The king hath no recourse against me till it be eventide." When it evened, there appeared one afar off

and En Numan fell to looking upon him and on Sherik, and the latter said to him, "Thou hast no right over me till yonder fellow come, for belike he

is my man." As he spoke, up came the Tai in haste and En Numan said "By Allah, never saw I [any] more generous than you two! I know not

whether of you is the more generous, this one who became warrant for thee in [danger of] death or thou who returnest unto slaughter." Then said he

to Sherik, "What prompted thee to become warrant for him, knowing that it was death?" And he said, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Generosity hath

departed from viziers.'" Then said En Numan to the Tai, "And thou, what prompted thee to return, knowing that therein was death and thine own

destruction?" Quoth the Arab, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Fidelity hath departed from the folk.'" And En Numan said, "By Allah, I will be the third

of you, (173) lest it be said, 'Clemency hath departed from kings.'" So he pardoned him and bade abolish the day of ill-omen; whereupon the Arab
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recited the following verses:.Munir drank off his cup and ordered her eight hundred thousand dinars, whereat Kemeriyeh rejoiced and rising to her

feet, kissed Tuhfeh on her face and said to her, 'May the world not be bereaved of thee, O thou who lordest it over the hearts of Jinn and mortals!'

Then she returned to her place and the Sheikh Iblis arose and danced, till all present were confounded; after which he said to Tuhfeh, 'Indeed, thou

embellishest my festival, O thou who hast commandment over men and Jinn and rejoicest their hearts with thy loveliness and the excellence of thy

faithfulness to thy lord. All that thy hands possess shall be borne to thee [in thy palace and placed] at thy service; but now the dawn is near at hand;

so do thou rise and rest thee, as of thy wont' Tuhfeh turned and found with her none of the Jinn; so she laid her head on the ground and slept till she

had gotten her rest; after which she arose and betaking herself to the pool, made the ablution and prayed. Then she sat beside the pool awhile and

pondered the affair of her lord Er Reshid and that which had betided him after her and wept sore..Then said I, "A man cannot well accomplish all

whereof he hath need in the market-places." "Hast thou a house?" asked she. "No, by Allah," answered I; "nor is this town my dwelling-place." "By

Allah," rejoined she, "nor have I a place; but I will contrive for thee." Then she went on before me and I followed her till she came to a

lodging-house and said to the housekeeper, "Hast thou an empty chamber?" "Yes," answered she; and my mistress said, "Give us the key." So we

took the key and going up to see the room, entered it; after which she went out to the housekeeper and [giving her a dirhem], said to her, "Take the

key-money, (110) for the room pleaseth us, and here is another dirhem for thy trouble. Go, fetch us a pitcher of water, so we may [refresh

ourselves] and rest till the time of the noonday siesta pass and the heat decline, when the man will go and fetch the [household] stuff." Therewith

the housekeeper rejoiced and brought us a mat and two pitchers of water on a tray and a leather rug..? ? ? ? ? Nor troops have I nor henchmen nor

one to lend me aid Save God, to whom, my Maker, my voice in praise I rear..After three days, the old woman came to him and bringing him the

[thousand dinars, the] price of the stuffs, demanded the casket. (122) When he saw her, he laid hold of her and carried her to the prefect of the city;

and when she came before the Cadi, he said to her, "O Sataness, did not thy first deed suffice thee, but thou must come a second time?" Quoth she,

"I am of those who seek their salvation (123) in the cities, and we foregather every month; and yesterday we foregathered." "Canst thou [bring me

to] lay hold of them?" asked the prefect; and she answered, "Yes; but, if thou wait till to-morrow, they will have dispersed. So I will deliver them to

thee to-night." Quoth he to her, "Go;" and she said, "Send with me one who shall go with me to them and obey me in that which I shall say to him,

and all that I bid him he shall give ear unto and obey me therein." So he gave her a company of men and she took them and bringing them to a

certain door, said to them, "Stand at this door, and whoso cometh out to you, lay hands on him; and I will come out to you last of all." "Hearkening

and obedience," answered they and stood at the door, whilst the old woman went in. They waited a long while, even as the Sultan's deputy had

bidden them, but none came out to them and their standing was prolonged. When they were weary of waiting, they went up to the door and smote

upon it heavily and violently, so that they came nigh to break the lock. Then one of them entered and was absent a long while, but found nought; so

he returned to his comrades and said to them,"This is the door of a passage, leading to such a street; and indeed she laughed at you and left you and

went away."When they heard his words, they returned to the Amir and acquainted him with the case, whereby he knew that the old woman was a

crafty trickstress and that she had laughed at them and cozened them and put a cheat on them, to save herself. Consider, then, the cunning of this

woman and that which she contrived of wiles, for all her lack of foresight in presenting herself [a second time] to the draper and not apprehending

that his conduct was but a trick; yet, when she found herself in danger, she straightway devised a shift for her deliverance.'.? ? ? ? ? w. The King's

Son and the Afrit's Mistress dcii.I went out one night to the house of one of my friends and when it was the middle of the night, I sallied forth alone

[to go home]. When I came into the road, I espied a sort of thieves and they saw me, whereupon my spittle dried up; but I feigned myself drunken

and staggered from side to side, crying out and saying, "I am drunken." And I went up to the walls right and left and made as if I saw not the

thieves, who followed me till I reached my house and knocked at the door, when they went away.."There was once a man of Khorassan and he had

a son, whose improvement he ardently desired; but the young man sought to be alone and to remove himself from his father's eye, so he might give

himself up to pleasance and delight. So he sought of his father [leave to make] the pilgrimage to the Holy House of God and to visit the tomb of the

Prophet (whom God bless and keep!). Now between them and Mecca was a journey of five hundred parasangs; but his father could not gainsay

him, for that the law of God made this (178) incumbent on him and because of that which he hoped for him of improvement [therefrom]. So he

joined unto him a governor, in whom he trusted, and gave him much money and took leave of him. The son set out on the holy pilgrimage (179)

with the governor and abode on that wise, spending freely and using not thrift..? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story xxix.As for the king their father, he

abode with his wife, their mother, what while God (to whom belong might and majesty) willed, and they rejoiced in reunion with each other. The

kingship endured unto them and glory and victory, and the king continued to rule with justice and equity, so that the people loved him and still

invoked on him and on his sons length of days and durance; and they lived the most delightsome of lives till there came to them the Destroyer of

Delights and Sunderer of Companies, He who layeth waste the palaces and peopleth the tombs; and this is all that hath come down to us of the

story of the king and his wife and children. Nor," added the vizier, "if this story be a solace and a diversion, is it pleasanter or more diverting than

that of the young man of Khorassan and his mother and sister.".? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxiii.? ? ? ? ? All things,

indeed, that betide to you are fore-ordered of God; Yet still in your deeds is the source to which their fulfilment is due..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second

Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxliii.I was once an officer in the household of the Amir Jemaleddin El Atwesh El Mujhidi, who was invested with

the governance of the Eastern and Western districts, (107) and I was dear to his heart and he concealed from me nought of that which he purposed
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to do; and withal he was master of his reason. (108) It chanced one day that it was reported to him that the daughter of such an one had wealth

galore and raiment and jewels and she loved a Jew, whom every day she invited to be private with her, and they passed the day eating and drinking

in company and he lay the night with her. The prefect feigned to give no credence to this story, but one night he summoned the watchmen of the

quarter and questioned them of this. Quoth one of them, "O my lord, I saw a Jew enter the street in question one night; but know not for certain to

whom he went in." And the prefect said, "Keep thine eye on him henceforth and note what place he entereth." So the watchman went out and kept

his eye on the Jew..Then will he say to thee, 'Then thou art an ape-leader of the tribe of the mountebanks?' And do thou reply, 'I may in nowise

deny my origin, for the sake of thy daughter and in her honour.' The Cadi will say, 'It may not be that thou shalt be given the daughter of a sheikh

who sitteth upon the carpet of the Law and whose descent is traceable by genealogy to the loins of the Apostle of God, (267) nor is it seemly that

his daughter be in the power of a man who is an ape-dancer, a minstrel.' And do thou rejoin, 'Nay, O Effendi, she is my lawful wife and every hair

of her is worth a thousand lives, and I will not let her go, though I be given the kingship of the world.' Then be thou persuaded to speak the word of

divorce and so shall the marriage be dissolved and ye be delivered from each other.".King Shah Bekht and His Vizier Er Rehwan.Then she walked

in the garden till she came to a pavilion, lofty of building and wide of continence, never saw mortal nor heard of a goodlier than it [So she entered]

and found herself in a long corridor, which led to a bath goodlier than that whereof it hath been spoken, and the cisterns thereof were full of

rose-water mingled with musk. Quoth Tuhfeh, 'Extolled be the perfection of God! Indeed, this (210) is none other than a mighty king.' Then she put

off her clothes and washed her body and made her ablution, after the fullest fashion, (211) and prayed that which was due from her of prayer from

the evening [of the previous day]. (212) When the sun rose upon the gate of the garden and she saw the wonders thereof, with that which was

therein of all manner flowers and streams, and heard the voices of its birds, she marvelled at what she saw of the surpassing goodliness of its

ordinance and the beauty of its disposition and sat meditating the affair of Er Reshid and pondering what was come of him after her. Her tears ran

down upon her cheek and the zephyr blew on her; so she slept and knew no more till she felt a breath on her cheek, whereupon she awoke in

affright and found Queen Kemeriyeh kissing her face, and with her her sisters, who said to her, 'Arise, for the sun hath set.'.Tai, En Numan and the

Arab of the Benou. i. 203..Officer's Story, The Fifth, ii. 144..When the king heard this story, he smiled and it pleased him and he bade the vizier go

away to his own house..Khorassan, his Son and his Governor, Story of the Man of, i. 218..A fair one, to idolaters if she herself should show, iii.

10..Sailor and Hindbad the Porter, Sindbad the, iii. 199..It chanced one day that one of the horsemen, who had fallen in with the young Melik Shah

by the water and clad him and given him spending-money, saw the eunuch in the city, disguised as a merchant, and recognizing him, questioned

him of his case and of [the reason of] his coming. Quoth he, 'I come to sell merchandise.' And the horseman said, 'I will tell thee somewhat, if thou

canst keep it secret.' 'It is well,' answered the eunuch; 'what is it?' And the other said, 'We met the king's son Melik Shah, I and certain of the Arabs

who were with me, and saw him by such a water and gave him spending-money and sent him towards the land of the Greeks, near his mother, for

that we feared for him, lest his uncle Belehwan should kill him.' Then he told him all that had passed between them, whereupon the eunuch's

countenance changed and he said to the cavalier, 'Assurance!' 'Thou shalt have assurance,' answered the other, 'though thou come in quest of him.'

And the eunuch rejoined, saying, 'Truly, that is my errand, for there abideth no repose for his mother, lying down or rising up, and she hath sent me

to seek news of him.' Quoth the cavalier, 'Go in safety, for he is in a [certain] part of the land of the Greeks, even as I said to thee.'.When the prince

came before him, he sought of him his daughter in marriage, and the king said, 'Indeed, thou art her equal, but none dare name a man to her,

because of her aversion to men.' So the prince pitched his tents under the windows of the princess's palace, till one day he got hold of one of her

favourite slave-girls and gave her wealth galore. Quoth she to him, 'Hast thou a wish?' 'Yes,' answered he and acquainted her with his case; and she

said, 'Indeed thou puttest thyself in peril.' Then he abode, flattering himself with false hopes, till all that he had with him was gone and the servants

fled from him; whereupon quoth he to one in whom he trusted, 'I am minded to go to my country and fetch what may suffice me and return hither.'

And the other answered, 'It is for thee to decide.' So they set out to return, but the way was long to them and all that the prince had with him was

spent and his company died and there abode but one with him, on whom he loaded what remained of the victual and they left the rest and fared on.

Then there came out a lion and ate the servant, and the prince abode alone. He went on, till his beast stood still, whereupon he left her and fared on

afoot till his feet swelled..N.B.--The Roman numerals denote the volume, the Arabic the page.SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR. (163).? ? ? ? ?

How many a king to me hath come, of troops and guards ensued, And Bactrian camels brought with him, in many a laden line,."Out on thee!"

exclaimed the king. "How great is thy craft and thy talk! Tell me, what was their story." And the youth said, "O king,.His father rejoiced in him

with the utmost joy and his heart was solaced and he was glad; and he made banquets to the folk and clad the poor and the widows. He named the

boy Sidi (3) Noureddin Ali and reared him in fondness and delight among the slaves and servants. When he came to seven years of age, his father

put him to school, where he learned the sublime Koran and the arts of writing and reckoning: and when he reached his tenth year, he learned

horsemanship and archery and to occupy himself with arts and sciences of all kinds, part and parts. (4) He grew up pleasant and subtle and goodly

and lovesome, ravishing all who beheld him, and inclined to companying with brethren and comrades and mixing with merchants and travellers.

From these latter he heard tell of that which they had seen of the marvels of the cities in their travels and heard them say, "He who leaveth not his

native land diverteth not himself [with the sight of the marvels of the world,] and especially of the city of Baghdad.".? ? ? ? ? Quoth I, "Thou

overcurtainest the morning with the night;" And she, "Not so; it is the moon that with the dark I shroud.".So the old woman returned to the lover
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and said to him, "I have skilfully contrived the affair for thee with her; [and now it behoveth us to amend that we have marred]. So go now and sit

with the draper and bespeak him of the turban-cloth, [saying, 'The turban-cloth I bought of thee I chanced to burn in two places; so I gave it to a

certain old woman, to get mended, and she took it and went away, and I know not her dwelling-place.'] When thou seest me pass by, rise and lay

hold of me [and demand of me the turban-cloth], to the intent that I may amend her case with her husband and that thou mayst be even with her."

So he repaired to the draper's shop and sat down by him and said to him, "Thou knowest the turban-cloth I bought of thee?" "Yes," answered the

draper, and the other said, "Knowest thou what is come of it?" "No," replied the husband, and the youth said, "After I bought it of thee, I fumigated

myself (58) and it befell that the turban-cloth was burnt in two places. So I gave it to a woman, whose son, they said, was a fine-drawer, and she

took it and went away with it; and I know not her abiding-place." When the draper heard this, he misdoubted him [of having wrongly suspected his

wife] and marvelled at the story of the turban-cloth, and his mind was set at ease concerning her..On this wise they abode months and years and the

queen-mother ceased not to do thus till the cook's brother came to the town in his ship, and with him Selim. So he landed with the youth and

showed him to the queen, [that she might buy him]. When she saw him, she augured well of him; so she bought him from the cook's brother and

was kind to him and entreated him with honour. Then she fell to proving him in his parts and making assay of him in his affairs and found in him

all that is in kings' sons of understanding and breeding and goodly manners and qualities..43. The Man of Yemen and his six Slave-girls cccxxxiv.?

? ? ? ? e. The Fox and the Wild Ass dcccciv.? ? ? ? ? I clipped her (118) in mine arms and straight grew drunken with the scent Of a fresh branch

that had been reared in affluence and content..? ? ? ? ? We spent the night in passing the cup, my mates and I, Till in the Eastward heaven the

day-star did appear..Therewith Nuzhet el Fuad rejoiced and said, "Indeed, this is an excellent device." [Then Aboulhusn stretched himself out]

forthright and she shut his eyes and tied his feet and covered him with the kerchief and did what [else] her lord had bidden her; after which she rent

her dress and uncovering her head, let down her hair and went in to the Lady Zubeideh, crying out and weeping, When the princess saw her in this

case, she said to her, "What plight is this [in which I see thee]? What is thy story and what maketh thee weep?" And Nuzhet el Fuad answered,

weeping and crying out the while, "O my lady, may thy head live and mayst thou survive Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead." The Lady

Zubeideh mourned for him and said, "Alas for Aboulhusn el Khelia!" And she wept for him awhile. Then she bade her treasuress give Nuzhet el

Fuad a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and said to her, "O Nuzhet el Fuad, go, lay him out and carry him forth.".Then said El Abbas to them, "O

youths, sit by my arms and my horse till I return." But they answered, saying, "By Allah, thou prolongest discourse with that which beseemeth not

of words! Make haste, or we will go with thy head, for indeed the king purposeth to slay thee and to slay thy comrade and take that which is with

you." When the prince heard this, his skin quaked and he cried out at them with a cry that made them tremble. Then he sprang upon his horse and

settling himself in the saddle, galloped till he came to the king's assembly, when he cried out at the top of his voice, saying ["To horse,] cavaliers!"

And levelled his spear at the pavilion wherein was Zuheir. Now there were about him a thousand smiters with the sword; but El Abbas fell in upon

them and dispersed them from around him, and there abode none in the tent save Zuheir and his vizier..108. Ali ben Tahir and the Girl Mounis

ccccxxiv.133. The City of Brass dlxvi.When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy closet and summoning the vizier, required of him the

promised story. So Er Rehwan said, "Know, O king, that.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclv.? ? ? ? ? The dwellings, indeed,

one and all, I adorned, Bewildered and dazed with delight at your view;.So the highwayman took the saddle-bags and offered to kill the traveller,

who said, "What is this? Thou hast no blood-feud against me, that should make my slaughter incumbent [on thee]. Quoth the other, "Needs must I

slay thee;" whereupon the traveller dismounted from his horse and grovelled on the earth, beseeching the robber and speaking him fair. The latter

hearkened not to his prayers, but cast him to the ground; whereupon the traveller [raised his eyes and seeing a francolin flying over him,] said, in

his agony," O francolin, bear witness that this man slayeth me unjustly and wickedly; for indeed I have given him all that was with me and

besought him to let me go, for my children's sake; yet would he not consent unto this. But be thou witness against him, for God is not unmindful of

that which is done of the oppressors." The highwayman paid no heed to this speech, but smote him and cut off his head..When the king heard the

vizier's story, it pleased him and he bade him go to his house..9. Noureddin Ali and the Damsel Ennis el Jelis clxxxi.Now there was a man of the

kinsfolk of the Khalif [Haroun er Reshid], by name Abdulmelik ben Salih ben Ali ben Abdallah ben el Abbas, (148) who was great of gravity and

piety and decorousness, and Er Reshid was used instantly to require of him that he should keep him company in his carousals and drink with him

and had proffered him, to this end, riches galore, but he still refused. It chanced that this Abdulmelik es Salih came to the door of Jaafer ben Yehya,

that he might bespeak him of certain occasions of his, and the chamberlain, doubting not but he was the Abdulmelik ben Salih aforesaid, whom

Jaafer had charged him admit and that he should suffer none but him to enter, allowed him to go in to his master..The prefect released the man and

gave him back all that the thieves had taken from him; and he laid hands on the woman and the rest and took forth of the house treasures galore.

Amongst the rest, they found the money-bag of the Turcoman sheep-merchant. The thieves they nailed up incontinent against the wall of the house,

whilst, as for the woman, they wrapped her in one of her veils and nailing her [to a board, set her] upon a camel and went round about the town

with her. Thus God razed their dwelling-places and did away from me that which I feared. All this befell, whilst I looked on, and I saw not my

friend who had saved me from them the first time, whereat I marvelled to the utterest of marvel. However, some days afterward, he came up to me,

and indeed he had renounced (130) [the world] and donned a fakir's habit; and he saluted me and went away..King (The Unjust) and the Tither, i.

273..Then he called his servant Aamir and said to him, "Saddle the horses." When the nurse heard his words and indeed [she saw that] Aamir
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brought him the horses and they were resolved upon departure, the tears ran down upon her cheeks and she said to him, "By Allah, thy separation is

grievous to me, O solace of the eye!" Then said she, "Where is the goal of thine intent, so we may know thy news and solace ourselves with thy

report?" Quoth he, "I go hence to visit Akil, the son of my father's brother, for that he hath his sojourn in the camp of Kundeh ben Hisham, and

these twenty years have I not seen him nor he me; wherefore I purpose to repair to him and discover his news and return hither. Then will I go

hence to Yemen, if it be the will of God the Most High.".The eunuch fell a-weeping in the pit and the youth said to him, 'What is this weeping and

what shall it profit here?' Quoth the eunuch, 'I weep not for fear of death, but of pity for thee and the sorriness of thy case and because of thy

mother's heart and for that which thou hast suffered of horrors and that thy death should be this abject death, after the endurance of all manner

stresses.' But the youth said, 'That which hath betided me was forewrit to me and that which is written none hath power to efface; and if my term be

advanced, none may avail to defer it.' (136) Then they passed that night and the following day and the next night and the next day [in the pit], till

they were weak with hunger and came near upon death and could but groan feebly..? ? ? ? ? O'erbold art thou in that to me, a stranger, thou hast

sent These verses; 'twill but add to thee unease and miscontent..The company marvelled at this story with the utmost wonderment, and the eleventh

officer rose and said, 'I know a story yet rarer than this: but it happened not to myself..? ? ? ? ? I wonder, shall I and the friend who's far from me

Once more be granted of Fate to meet, we twain!.Then he raised his head to the Magian and said to him, 'Say thy say, thou also.' So the Magian

said, 'This is my slave-girl, whom I bought with my money from such a land and for so many dinars, and I made her my favourite (67) and loved

her with an exceeding love and gave her charge over my good; but she betrayed me in my substance and plotted with one of my servants to slay

me, tempting him by promising him that she would be his wife. When I knew this of her and was certified that she purposed treason against me, I

awoke [from my heedlessness] and did with her that which I did, of fear for myself from her craft and perfidy; for indeed she is a beguiler with her

tongue and she hath taught these two youths this pretence, by way of trickery and of her perfidy and malice: so be thou not deluded by her and by

her talk.'.[Then they all flew off in haste and] lighting down in the place where were their father Es Shisban and their grandfather the Sheikh

Aboultawaif, found the folk on the sorriest of plights. When their grandfather Iblis saw them, he rose to them and wept, and they all wept for

Tuhfeh. Then said Iblis to them, 'Yonder dog hath outraged mine honour and taken Tuhfeh, and I doubt not but that she is like to perish [of

concern] for herself and her lord Er Reshid and saying "All that they said and did (239) was false."' Quoth Kemeriyeh, 'O grandfather mine, there is

nothing left for it but [to use] stratagem and contrivance for her deliverance, for that she is dearer to me than everything; and know that yonder

accursed one, whenas he is ware of your coming upon him, will know that he hath no power to cope with you, he who is the least and meanest [of

the Jinn]; but we fear that, when he is assured of defeat, he will kill Tuhfeh; wherefore nothing will serve but that we contrive for her deliverance;

else will she perish.' 'And what hast thou in mind of device?' asked he; and she answered, 'Let us take him with fair means, and if he obey, [all will

be well]; else will we practise stratagem against him; and look thou not to other than myself for her deliverance.' Quoth Iblis, 'The affair is thine;

contrive what thou wilt, for that Tuhfeh is thy sister and thy solicitude for her is more effectual than [that of] any.'.When twenty days had passed

by, each [egg] was hatched, and the vizier bade them pair the chickens, male and female, and rear them well. So they did this and it was found a

charge unto no one. Then they waited for them awhile and after this the vizier enquired of the chickens and was told that they were become fowls.

Moreover, they brought him all their eggs and he bade set them; and after twenty days there were hatched from each [pair] of them thirty or

five-and-twenty or fifteen [chickens] at the least. The vizier let note against each man the number of chickens that pertained to him, and after two

months, he took the old hens and the cockerels, and there came to him from each man nigh half a score, and he left the [young] hens with them. On

like wise he sent to the country folk and let the cocks abide with them. So he got him young ones [galore] and appropriated to himself the sale of

the fowls, and on this wise he got him, in the course of a year, that which the regal estate required of the king and his affairs were set right for him

by the vizier's contrivance. And he peopled (258) the country and dealt justly by his subjects and returned to them all that he took from them and

lived a happy and prosperous life. Thus good judgment and prudence are better than wealth, for that understanding profiteth at all times and

seasons. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the man whose caution slew him.".Meinsoun drank off his cup and

said to her, 'Well done, O perfect of attributes!' Then he signed to her and was absent awhile, after which he returned and with him a tray of jewels

worth an hundred thousand dinars, [which he gave to Tuhfeh]. So Kemeriyeh arose and bade her slave-girl open the closet behind her, wherein she

laid all that wealth. Then she delivered the key to Tuhfeh, saying, 'All that cometh to thee of riches, lay thou in this closet that is by thy side, and

after the festival, it shall be carried to thy palace on the heads of the Jinn.' Tuhfeh kissed her hand, and another king, by name Munir, took the cup

and filling it, said to her, 'O fair one, sing to me over my cup upon the jasmine.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised the

following verses:.Then the Khalif went in to the Lady Zubeideh, pale with anger, and she noted this in him and said to him, "How cometh it that I

see the Commander of the Faithful changed of colour?" "O daughter of my uncle," answered he, "I have a beautiful slave-girl, who reciteth verses

and telleth stories, and she hath taken my whole heart; but she loveth other than I and avoucheth that she loveth her [former] master; wherefore I

have sworn a great oath that, if she come again to my sitting-chamber and sing for other than I, I will assuredly take a span from her highest part."

(21)Quoth Zubeideh, "Let the Commander of the Faithful favour me with her presence, so I may look on her and hear her singing." So he bade

fetch her and she came, whereupon the Lady Zubeideh withdrew behind the curtain, whereas she saw her not, and Er Reshid said to her, "Sing to

us." So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.When the king heard this, he bowed [his head] in amazement and perplexity and
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sinking into a seat, clutched at his beard and shook it, till he came nigh to pluck it out. Then he arose forthright and laid hands on the youth and

clapped him in prison. Moreover, he took the eunuch also and cast them both into an underground dungeon in his house, after which he went in to

Shah Khatoun and said to her, 'Thou hast done well, by Allah, O daughter of nobles, O thou whom kings sought in marriage, for the excellence of

thy repute and the goodliness of the reports of thee! How fair is thy semblance! May God curse her whose inward is the contrary of her outward,

after the likeness of thy base favour, whose outward is comely and its inward foul, fair face and foul deeds! Verily, I mean to make of thee and of

yonder good-for-nought an example among the folk, for that thou sentest not thine eunuch but of intent on his account, so that he took him and

brought him into my house and thou hast trampled my head with him; and this is none other than exceeding hardihood; but thou shall see what I

will do with you.'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother clviii
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