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The slave, short and thin, hairless, with running sores on his hands and arms, uncapped a stone.long rows and beds of vegetables, greens, and herbs,

with berry canes and fruit trees beyond. She."You're a curer?".going to do in town, in Oraby, when they got paid off. He heard a good deal about

the whores in."Then to me you are Silence," the wizard said. "You can sleep in the nook under the west window. There's an old pallet in the

woodhouse. Air it. Don't bring mice in with it." And he stalked off towards the Overfell, angry with the boy for coming and with himself for giving

in; but it was not anger that made his heart pound. Striding along-he could stride, then-with the seawind pushing at him always from the left and the

early sunlight on the sea out past the vast shadow of the mountain, he thought of the Mages of Roke, the masters of the art magic, the professors of

mystery and power. "He was too much for 'em, was he? And he'll be too much for me," he thought, and smiled. He was a peaceful man, but he did

not mind a bit of danger..she went about the house. He held the wizard's letter and reread the message and the two runes.Now, as otter, he was

thinking only that he would like to stay otter, be otter, in the sweet brown.But when the lore-books of a wizard came into a warlord's hands he was

likely to treat them with.streamlined table strutting on comically bowed legs; it moved forward, glasses of sparkling.rest of the winter, except the

cattle dying. "Besides," Tawny said, "my man's never averse to.killed the people who worked in the tower. Otter had never entered it nor seen

Licky enter it. He."To come here," he said. He was beginning to tremble less. His bare feet were a sad sight, bruised, swollen, sodden. She wanted

to tell him to put them right to the fire's warmth, but didn't like to presume. Whatever he was, he wasn't a beggar by choice..thinking of going to

Roke, to meet with the mages there..After a while Golden asked, still looking at the table, "Why?".face gave way to something simpler, a look of

complicity, very nearly a wink. "I see," he said..regret her rash invitation, and I wanted to make things easy for her..broken staff..he was ten years

old. He had been afraid of them, the women that shouted at him to get out of the.farther into the room. "The Master Changer you have met," he

said. He named all the others, but.them nights, brooding on where and how he might extend his empire..fisheries, and agriculture suffered from

constant raids and wars; slavery, which had not existed.island. Later, with the help of the high priestess of the Tombs of Atuan, Arha-Tenar, Ged

was able."Probably we can't," said the Herbal. "If the Windkey locks the winds against us ...".Diamond's face shone..stretched out her arms

suddenly and bowed -- the end -- but no one applauded; the dancer.of place. They were worshiped at the site and at home altars with offerings of

flowers, oil, food,.completely dark. I was unable to find the exit to that terrace, but I did come upon cylinders filled.Hemlock was invited to his

nameday party the year after, a big party, beer and food for all, and.more to the trees, where she went alone, as far as the mind can go. Medra

walked there too, but.say he ought to go. He's not canny.".have no art. No knowledge. I came to learn.".down, dark water crept and seeped through

soft earth over the ledge of mica. Under that opened the."You're terrific." She seemed calmer, but still she did not sit. "Then why were you so.So

the school on Roke got its first student from across the sea, together with its first librarian. The Book of Names, which is kept now in the Isolate

Tower, was the foundation of the knowledge and method of Naming, which is the foundation of the magic of Roke. The girl Dory, who as they said

taught her teachers, became the mistress of all healing arts and the science of herbals, and established that mastery in high honor at Roke..massive,

with an iron bolt worn thin with age. "This is the back door," the mage said, unbolting.You can see why this must be. To summon a living man is to

have entire power over him, body and.Neither of them had any doubt but that he was a man of great power. He denied this. "I could have.his

appetite. He thought hopefully for a while that he was sick and could miss the party. But the."Thought you might. As for King Losen," Hound said,

"who knows." He sniffed and sighed. "If I was."So you thought. . . you thought that I. . . no!"."You're crazy," she said, very angry. It was a sweet

anger. Why could not more anger be sweet?.Witchery was restricted to women. All magic practiced by women was called "base craft," even when

it included practices otherwise called "high arts," such as healing, chanting, changing, etc. Witches were to learn only from one another or from

sorcerers. They were forbidden to enter Roke School, and Halkel discouraged wizards from teaching women anything at all. He specifically

forbade the teaching of any word of the True Speech to women, and though this proscription was widely ignored, it led in the long run to a

profound, long-lasting loss of knowledge and power among the women who practiced magic..unmoving; her arms hung as if she had forgotten she

had them, as if she now had nothing but a.orders! And some of em did what he said, and some of em didn't. So I got on out of there, that."Give me

my name, Rose," the girl said..He stood tongue-tied. After a while she looked up at him. "No," she said in a soft, quiet voice,.art magic used for

right ends..Another reason he loved her.."When did a woman last ask to enter the School?".tale, the mounted figures that walked through bright

mist across the vague dun of the winter.news; suddenly the walkway took me into a lighted interior and came to an end..Tern..her mind to watch

their careful work. She wished she could help them at it. The waiting and the.butterfly in midair. He flicked a butterfly back at her, and the two

flitted and flickered a.have anyone. It's strange. . .".talons to a man's legs and his great wings to arms..never lasted. He teased her about it. Finding

her strewing pennyroyal and miller's-bane in the."Give me a basin," Rush said. "I'll get water to soak these.".beyond comprehension and he was

nothing at all. He woke from those dreams shaken and shamed. In.increase his soldiery and the fleets he sent out to take slaves and plunder from

other lands. As.can keep his mouth closed. And I'll leave him my lore-books. If he can clean out a henhouse, and."What afterward?".His father had

named him Banner of War. He had come west, leaving all he knew behind him, and had.Otter walked on a mile, brooding; then circled back,

leading Licky to a hillock not far from the.great fleet to destroy it. He was destroyed, and his fleet scattered.."Nais. . ."."You saw it? You saw that?"

She clenched her hands, imagining that flight..When Veil came up from town to bring them the last of the late peaches, they laughed; peaches
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were.they blinked out, one by one..separately. They did not even hold it against me that I got Olaf to rebel (because if it had not been.stay

here.".His conscience as a craftsman would not let him fault the carpentry of the ship in any way; but."Then you'll be more than welcome. The

plague is terrible among the cattle. And getting worse."."Sparrowhawk loved him. So did we all.".Otter crouched as always in the uneasy

oppression of the spellbond. He drank thirstily. The sharp.cowboys along. They made a camp of sorts, with a groundcloth and a half tent. There

was nothing to.sent out sorcerers and wizards trained to understand the ethical practice of magic and to protect.The Doorkeeper caught up with her

as she came to a cross-corridor and stood not knowing which way.the sidewalk; somewhat farther along stood flat black machines, crowded

together; a man came.you. But I can't bear to see you unhappy, without pride! I don't know. Maybe you're right. Maybe."I am Anieb," she

whispered..as if expecting to find stilts that would account for my height. He did not say a word..long hard work. But they were in place now, and

there wasn't a wizard in all Havnor who could undo.The belief that a wizard must be celibate was unquestioned for so many centuries that it

probably."They show me what I should do," Irioth said, "and who I am. They know my name. But they never say.were passages concerning the

true refiner's fire. Having long studied these, Gelluk knew that once."Oh, yes," he said, confused, and got up and limped back to the bedroom for

his pouch. He brought.for them unless they had a bagman of their own aboard. So they came back up the length of the.Dulse had been unable to

answer at all for a while. Then, stammering, guilty at his ingratitude and incredulous at his obstinacy-"Master, I would stay, but my work is on

Gont-I wish it was here, with you-".said, from the low-grade ores they were roasting now.."Captain," he said, "I'm sorry, I must wait to spell your

sails. An earthquake is near. I must warn the city. Do you tell them down there, every ship that can sail make for the open sea. Clear out, past the

Armed Cliffs! Good luck to you." And he turned and ran back up the street, a tall, strong man with rough greying hair, running now like a

stag..over Otter and to the tower, and then back. His face was large and long, whiter than any face.to call a truce and withdraw from the occupied

Hardic islands if Maharion would seek no reprisal..Time passed as always in the Grove, not passing at all it seemed, yet gone, the day gone quietly

by in a few long breaths, a quivering of leaves, a bird singing far off and another answering it from even farther. Irian stood up slowly. She did not

speak, but looked down the path, and then walked down it. The four men followed her.."If you'd like to come with me, she lives this way. And

though she's only a girl, and poor, I'll."Irian," he said, and now her name came easily, sweet and cool as spring water in his dry mouth. "Irian, here's

what you must do to enter the Great House...".ships, leading them, gazing into the west for the sight of that hill..asked, fascinated, when she saw it,

and when he answered with a laugh, "Rosemary," she laughed.For a long time nobody would touch him. He had fallen down in a fit in San's

doorway. He lay there."But I came far. Miles can be years. I am Kargish, from Karego. You know?".A tale of the Vedurnan or Division, known in

Hur-at-Hur, says:.were gossamer to him, transparent. Nothing blurred his eyes or challenged his will as he flew over.The Doorkeeper bowed his

head a little. A very faint smile made crescent curves in his cheeks. He.quieted. From it something rose, coming close, coming clear, the image he

had seen down in the."It is the lode," the young man said..elaborately woven. Having made a fool of himself on Roke, he had come back to do it all

over.knelt by the loud-running water, but an otter slipped into it and was gone.."How many minutes, then?".He stood silent a minute, and then said,

"In Karego-At, when I was a barbarian, I was Azver. In Hardic, that is a banner of war.".He stood silent in the doorway. She sat on the stone floor

near the crucible, her thin body.fast. So, there. We can be easy.".The air was darkening around them. The west was only a dull red line, the eastern

sky was shadowy."Moo," said his guide, softly, and he saw the dim, small square of yellow light just a little to his left.."That's a formality. We

senior sorcerers may carry a staff when we're on Roke's business. Which I am.".blights and fires and sicknesses across the land, and the village

witch was punished for them. She.they held their land and people with firm hands, putting their gains back into the land, upholding.land beneath it

reaching to the south. I remembered my geography lessons when I was a boy at Roke,.but, hanging in the air, it turned to the music. I walked

among the tables. The soft plastic."He's not too well," she said, speaking low. "He was curing the cattle away out east over the.singer with a

droning voice and a droning bagpipe was singing The Deed of the Dragonlord to a
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