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"O king," answered the youth, "if there have betided thee talk because of me, by Allah, by Allah the Great, those who have brought on thee this talk

from the folk are these wicked viziers, who devise with the folk and tell them foul things and evil concerning the king's house; but I trust in God

that He will cause their malice to revert upon their heads. As for the king's menace of me with slaughter, I am in the grasp of his hand; so let not the

king occupy his mind with my slaughter, for that I am like unto the sparrow in the hand of the fowler; if he will, he slaughtereth him, and if he will,

he looseth him. As for the delaying of my slaughter, it [proceedeth] not [from] the king, but from Him in whose hand is my life; for, by Allah, O

king, if God willed my slaughter, thou couldst not avail to postpone it, no, not for a single hour. Indeed, man availeth not to fend off evil from

himself, even as it was with the son of King Suleiman Shah, whose anxiety and carefulness for the accomplishment of his desire of the new-born

child [availed him nothing], for his last hour was deferred how many a time! and God saved him until he had accomplished his [foreordained]

period and had fulfilled [the destined term of] his life.".Some days after this, as I stood at the door of my house, there came up to me a young man,

with a chain about his neck and with him a trooper, and he said to me, "O my lord, charity for the love of God!" Quoth I, "God open!" (147) and he

looked at me a long while and said, "That which thou shouldst give me would not come to the value of thy turban or thy waistcloth or what not else

of thy raiment, to say nothing of the gold and the silver that was about thee." "How so?" asked I, and he said, "On such a night, when thou fellest

into peril and the thieves would have stripped thee, I was with them and said to them, 'Yonder man is my lord and my master who reared me.' So

was I the cause of thy deliverance and thus I saved thee from them." When I heard this, I said to him, "Stop;" and entering my house, brought him

that which God the Most High made easy [to me]. (148) So he went his way. And this is my story.'.Now he had no treasure; but the thief believed

him not and insisted upon him with threats and blows. When he saw that he got no profit of him, he said to him, 'Swear by the oath of divorce from

thy wife (247) [that thou hast nothing].' So he swore and his wife said to him, 'Out on thee! Wilt thou divorce me? Is not the treasure buried in

yonder chamber?' Then she turned to the thief and conjured him to multiply blows upon her husband, till he should deliver to him the treasure,

concerning which he had sworn falsely. So he drubbed him grievously, till he carried him to a certain chamber, wherein she signed to him that the

treasure was and that he should take it up.."There was once a merchant named Abou Temam, and he was a man of understanding and good

breeding, quick-witted and truthful in all his affairs, and he had wealth galore. Now there was in his land an unjust king and a jealous, and Abou

Temam feared for his wealth from this king and said, 'I will remove hence to another place where I shall not be in fear.' So he made for the city of

Ilan Shah and built himself a palace therein and transporting his wealth thither, took up his abode there. Presently, the news of him reached King

Ilan Shah; so he sent to bid him to his presence and said to him, 'We know of thy coming to us and thine entry under our allegiance, and indeed we

have heard of thine excellence and wit and generosity; so welcome to thee and fair welcome! The land is thy land and at thy commandment, and

whatsoever occasion thou hast unto us, it is [already] accomplished unto thee; and it behoveth that thou be near our person and of our assembly.'

Abou Temam prostrated himself to the king and said to him, 'O king, I will serve thee with my wealth and my life, but do thou excuse me from

nearness unto thee, for that, [if I took service about thy person], I should not be safe from enemies and enviers.' Then he addressed himself to serve

the king with presents and largesses, and the king saw him to be intelligent, well-bred and of good counsel; so he committed to him the ordinance

of his affairs and in his hand was the power to bind and loose..So, when it was the foredawn hour, she tied his beard and spreading a veil over him,

cried out, whereupon the people of the quarter flocked to her, men and women. Presently, up came El Merouzi, for the division of the money, and

hearing the crying [of the mourners], said, 'What is to do?" Quoth they, 'Thy brother is dead;' and he said in himself, 'The accursed fellow putteth a

cheat on me, so he may get all the money for himself, but I will do with him what shall soon bring him to life again.' Then he rent the bosom of his

gown and uncovered his head, weeping and saying, 'Alas, my brother! Alas, my chief! Alas, my lord!' And he went in to the men, who rose and

condoled with him. Then he accosted Er Razi's wife and said to her, 'How came his death about?' 'I know not,' answered she, 'except that, when I

arose in the morning, I found him dead.' Moreover, he questioned her of the money and good that was with her, but she said, 'I have no knowledge

of this and no tidings.'.Then the prince rose to him and embraced him and kissed him and entreated him with honour. Moreover, he seated him in a

chair and bestowed on him a dress of honour; and he turned to his father and said to him, 'This is the king who pardoned me and this is his ear that I

cut off with an arrow; and indeed he deserveth pardon from me, for that he pardoned me.' Then said he to Bihkerd, 'Verily, the issue of clemency

hath been a provision for thee [in thine hour of need].' And they entreated him with the utmost kindness and sent him back to his own country in all

honour and worship Know, then, O King," continued the youth, "that there is no goodlier thing than clemency and that all thou dost thereof, thou

shalt find before thee, a treasure laid up for thee.".? ? ? ? ? God keep the days of love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! How joyous and how

solaceful was life in them whilere!.When they had made an end of pious wishes and congratulations, they besought the king to hasten the

punishment of the Magian and heal their hearts of him with torment and humiliation. So he appointed them for a day on which they should

assemble to witness his punishment and that which should betide him of torment, and shut himself up with his wife and sons and abode thus private

with them three days, during which time they were sequestered from the folk. On the fourth day the king entered the bath, and coming forth, sat

down on the throne of his kingship, with the crown on his head, whereupon the folk came in to him, according to their wont and after the measure

of their several ranks and degrees, and the amirs and viziers entered, ay, and the chamberlains and deputies and captains and men of war and the
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falconers and armbearers. Then he seated his two sons, one on his right and the other on his left hand, whilst all the folk stood before him and lifted

up their voices in thanksgiving to God the Most High and glorification of Him and were strenuous in prayer for the king and in setting forth his

virtues and excellences..Daughter of the Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who married his Fair, i. 247..18. The Thief and his Monkey clii.? ? ? ? ? g.

The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxix.Poets, The Khalif Omar ben Abdulaziz and the, i. 45..Lavish of House and Victual to one whom

he knew not, The Man who was, i. 293..? ? ? ? ? Saying, "Thy fill of union take; no spy is there on us, Whom we should fear, nor yet reproach our

gladness may abate.".There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a king of the kings of the Persians, who was passionately addicted

to the love of women. His courtiers bespoke him of the wife of a chamberlain of his chamberlains, for that she was endowed with beauty and

loveliness and perfection, and this prompted him to go in to her. When she saw him, she knew him and said to him, 'What prompteth the king unto

this that he doth?' And he answered, saying, 'Verily, I yearn after thee with an exceeding yearning and needs must I enjoy thy favours.' And he gave

her of wealth that after the like whereof women hanker; but she said, 'I cannot do that whereof the king speaketh, for fear of my husband.' And she

refused herself to him with the most rigorous of refusals and would not do his desire. So the king went out, full of wrath, and forgot his girdle in the

place..Then he again began to pay me frequent visits and I entered into converse with him and questioned him of the band and how he came to

escape, he alone of them all. Quoth he, 'I left them from the day on which God the Most High delivered thee from them, for that they would not

obey my speech; wherefore I swore that I would no longer consort with them.' And I said, 'By Allah, I marvel at thee, for that thou wast the cause

of my preservation!' Quoth he, 'The world is full of this sort [of folk]; and we beseech God the Most High for safety, for that these [wretches]

practise upon men with every kind of device.' Then said I to him, 'Tell me the most extraordinary adventure of all that befell thee in this villainy

thou wast wont to practise.' And he answered, saying, 'O my brother, I was not present when they did on this wise, for that my part with them was

to concern myself with selling and buying and [providing them with] food; but I have heard that the most extraordinary thing that befell them was

on this wise..When she had made an end of her song, she wept and Noureddin wept also. Then she took the lute and improvised and sang the

following verses:.Then said Selim to his sister, 'Know that I am resolved to slay yonder man, if he return this next night, and I will say to the folk,

"He was a thief," and none shall know that which hath befallen. Moreover, I will address myself to the slaughter of whosoever knoweth that which

is between yonder fellow and my mother.' But Selma said, ' I fear lest, if thou slay him in our dwelling-place and he savour not of robberhood, (69)

suspicion will revert upon ourselves, and we cannot be assured but that he belongeth unto folk whose mischief is to be feared and their hostility

dreaded, (70) and thus wilt thou have fled from privy shame to open shame and abiding public dishonour.' 'How then deemest thou we should do?'

asked Selim and she said, 'Is there nothing for it but to slay him? Let us not hasten unto slaughter, for that the slaughter of a soul without just cause

is a grave [matter].'.? ? ? ? ? A dark affair thou littest up with Islam and with proof Quenchedst the flaming red-coals of error and dismay..I clipped

her in mine arms and straight grew drunken with the scent, iii. 125..The subscribers to my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night" and the

present "Tales from the Arabic" have now before them a complete English rendering (the first ever made) of all the tales contained in the four

printed (Arabic) Texts of the original work and I have, therefore, thought it well to add to this, the last Volume of my Translation, full Tables of

Contents of these latter, a comparison of which will show the exact composition of the different Editions and the particulars in which they differ

from one another, together with the manner in which the various stories that make up the respective collections are distributed over the Nights. In

each Table, the titles of the stories occurring only in the Edition of which it gives the contents are printed in Italics and each Tale is referred to the

number of the Night on which it is begun..? ? ? ? ? To lovers, "What see ye?" he saith, and to hearts of stone, "What love ye," quoth he, "[if to love

me ye disdain?"].? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police cccxliv.The fuller gave not over sleeping till sunrise, when he awoke and

finding himself in this plight, misdoubted of his affair and imagined that he was a Turk and abode putting one foot forward and drawing the other

back. Then said he in himself, 'I will go to my dwelling, and if my wife know me, then am I Ahmed the fuller; but, if she know me not, I am a

Turk.' So he betook himself to his house; but when the artful baggage his wife saw him, she cried out in his face, saying, 'Whither away, O trooper?

Wilt thou break into the house of Ahmed the fuller, and he a man of repute, having a brother-in-law a Turk, a man of high standing with the Sultan?

An thou depart not, I will acquaint my husband and he will requite thee thy deed.'.26. The City of Lebtait cclxxii.46. The Sharper of Alexandria and

the Master of Police cccxli.? ? ? ? ? The pains of long desire have wasted me away; Estrangement and disdain my body sore have tried..I did as she

bade me and when I returned, she said to me, "Sit, so I may relate to thee yonder fellow's case, lest thou be affrighted at that which hath befallen

him. Thou must know that I am the Khalif's favourite, nor is there any more in honour with him than I; and I am allowed six nights in each month,

wherein I go down [into the city and take up my abode] with my [former] mistress, who reared me; and when I go down thus, I dispose of myself

as I will. Now this young man was the son of neighbours of my mistress, when I was a virgin girl. One day, my mistress was [engaged] with the

chief [officers] of the palace and I was alone in the house. When the night came on, I went up to the roof, so I might sleep there, and before I was

aware, this youth came up from the street and falling upon me, knelt on my breast. He was armed with a poniard and I could not win free of him till

he had done away my maidenhead by force; and this sufficed him not, but he must needs disgrace me with all the folk, for, as often as I came down

from the palace, he would lie in wait for me by the way and swive me against my will and follow me whithersoever I went. This, then, is my story,

and as for thee, thou pleasest me and thy patience pleaseth me and thy good faith and loyal service, and there abideth with me none dearer than

thou." Then I lay with her that night and there befell what befell between us till the morning, when she gave me wealth galore and fell to coming to
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the pavilion six days in every month..So she arose and returned to her house, whilst El Merouzi abode in his place till the night was half spent,

when he said to himself, 'How long [is this to last]? Yet how can I let this knavish dog die and lose the money? Methinks I were better open the

tomb on him and bring him forth and take my due of him by dint of grievous beating and torment.' Accordingly, he dug him up and pulled him

forth of the tomb; after which he betook himself to an orchard hard by the burial-ground and cut thence staves and palm sticks. Then he tied the

dead man's legs and came down on him with the staff and beat him grievously; but he stirred not. When the time grew long on him, his shoulders

became weary and he feared lest some one of the watch should pass on his round and surprise him. So he took up Er Razi and carrying him forth of

the cemetery, stayed not till he came to the Magians' burying-place and casting him down in a sepulchre (42) there, rained heavy blows upon him

till his shoulders failed him, but the other stirred not Then he sat down by his side and rested; after which he rose and renewed the beating upon

him, [but to no better effect; and thus he did] till the end of the night.? ? ? ? ? i. King Ibrahim and his Son cccclxxi.Thereupon they all dismounted

and putting off that which was upon them of harness of war, came before El Abbas and tendered him allegiance and sued for his protection. So he

held his hand from them and bade them gather together the spoils. Then he took the riches and the slaves and the camels, and they all became his

liege-men and his retainers, to the number (according to that which is said) of fifty thousand horse. Moreover, the folk heard of him and flocked to

him from all sides; whereupon he divided [the spoil amongst them] and gave gifts and abode thus three days, and there came presents to him. Then

he bade set out for Akil's abiding-place; so they fared on six days and on the seventh day they came in sight of the camp. El Abbas bade his man

Aamir forego him and give Akil the glad news of his cousin's coming. So he rode on to the camp and going in to Akil, gave him the glad news of

Zuheir's slaughter and the conquest of his tribe..Fortune, Of the Uselessness of Endeavour against Persistent Ill, i. 70..Picture, The Prince who fell

in love with the, i. 256..49. The Man who stole the Dog's Dish of Gold dcii.? ? ? ? ? n. The Man whose Caution was the Cause of his Death

dcccciii.? ? ? ? ? Persist not on my weakliness with thy disdain nor be Treason and breach of love its troth to thee attributed;.There was once, in the

parts of Khorassan, a man of the affluent of the country, who was a merchant of the chiefest of the merchants and was blessed with two children, a

son and a daughter. He was assiduous in rearing them and making fair their education, and they grew up and throve after the goodliest fashion. He

used to teach the boy, who taught his sister all that he learnt, so that the girl became perfect in the knowledge of the Traditions of the Prophet and in

polite letters, by means of her brother. Now the boy's name was Selim and that of the girl Selma. When they grew up and waxed, their father built

them a mansion beside his own and lodged them apart therein and appointed them slave-girls and servants to tend them and assigned unto each of

them pensions and allowances and all that they needed of high and low, meat and bread and wine and raiment and vessels and what not else. So

Selim and Selma abode in that mansion, as they were one soul in two bodies, and they used to sleep on one couch; and rooted in each one's heart

was love and affection and familiar friendship [for the other of them]..? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.Then he kept them under

guard, and when the morning morrowed, he referred their case to El Hejjaj, who caused bring them before him and enquiring into their affair, found

that the first was the son of a barber-surgeon, the second of a [hot] bean-seller and the third of a weaver. So he marvelled at their readiness of

speech (82) and said to his session-mates, "Teach your sons deportment; (83) for, by Allah, but for their ready wit, I had smitten off their

heads!".Still do I yearn, whilst passion's fire flames in my liver are, iii. 111.? ? ? ? ? p. The Foxes and the Wolf dccccxxi.The company marvelled at

this story and the tenth officer came forward and said, 'As for me, there befell me that which was yet more extraordinary than all this.' Quoth El

Melik ez Zahir, 'What was that?' And he said,.? ? ? ? ? s. The Journeyman and the Girl dccccix.Ye chide at one who weepeth for troubles ever new,

iii. 30..Woman accused of Lewdness, The Pious, ii. 5..Semmak (Ibn es) and Er Reshid, i. 195..Then the king sent for the captain of the thieves and

bestowed on him a dress of honour, (142) commanding that all who loved the king should put off [their raiment and cast it] upon him. (143) So

there fell dresses of honour [and other presents] on him, till he was wearied with their much plenty, and Azadbekht invested him with the

mastership of the police of his city. Then he bade set up other nine gibbets beside the first and said to his son, "Thou art guiltless, and yet these

wicked viziers endeavoured for thy slaughter." "O my father," answered the prince, "I had no fault [in their eyes] but that I was a loyal counsellor to

thee and still kept watch over thy good and withheld their hands from thy treasuries; wherefore they were jealous and envied me and plotted against

me and sought to slay me," Quoth the king, "The time [of retribution] is at hand, O my son; but what deemest thou we should do with them in

requital of that which they did with thee? For that they have endeavoured for thy slaughter and exposed thee to public ignominy and soiled my

honour among the kings.".Money-Changer and the Ass, The Sharpers, the, ii. 41..Then she turned and saw within the chamber an old man, comely

of hoariness, venerable of aspect, who was dancing on apt and goodly wise, a dance the like whereof none might avail unto. So she sought refuge

with God the Most High from Satan the Stoned (193) and said, 'I will not give over what I am about, for that which God decreeth, He carrieth into

execution.' Accordingly, she went on singing till the old man came up to her and kissed the earth before her, saying, 'Well done, O Queen of the

East and the West! May the world be not bereaved of thee! By Allah, indeed thou art perfect of qualities and ingredients, O Tuhfet es Sudour! (194)

Dost thou know me?' 'Nay, by Allah,' answered she; 'but methinks thou art of the Jinn.' Quoth he, 'Thou sayst sooth; I am the Sheikh Aboultawaif

(195) Iblis, and I come to thee every night, and with me thy sister Kemeriyeh, for that she loveth thee and sweareth not but by thy life; and her life

is not pleasant to her, except she come to thee and see thee, what while thou seest her not. As for me, I come to thee upon an affair, wherein thou

shall find thine advantage and whereby thou shalt rise to high rank with the kings of the Jinn and rule them, even as thou rulest mankind; [and to

that end I would have thee come with me and be present at the festival of my son's circumcision; (196)] for that the Jinn are agreed upon the
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manifestation of thine affair.' And she answered, 'In the name of God.'.?Story of King Suleiman Shah and His Sons..Accordingly, they all went in

to the king one day (and Abou Temam was present among them,) and mentioned the affair of the damsel, the king's daughter of the Turks, and

enlarged upon her charms, till the king's heart was taken with her and he said to them, 'We will send one to demand her in marriage for us; but who

shall be our messenger?' Quoth the viziers, 'There is none for this business but Abou Temam, by reason of his wit and good breeding;' and the king

said, 'Indeed, even as ye say, none is fitting for this affair but he.' Then he turned to Abou Temam and said to him, 'Wilt thou not go with my

message and seek me [in marriage] the king's daughter of the Turks?' and he answered, 'Hearkening and obedience, O king.'.The learned man

bethought him awhile of this, then made for Khelbes's house, which adjoined his own, still holding the latter; and when they entered, they found the

young man lying on the bed with Khelbes's wife; whereupon quoth he to him, 'O accursed one, the calamity is with thee and in thine own house!'

So Khelbes put away his wife and went forth, fleeing, and returned not to his own land. This, then," continued the vizier, "is the consequence of

lewdness, for whoso purposeth in himself craft and perfidy, they get possession of him, and had Khelbes conceived of himself that (266) which he

conceived of the folk of dishonour and calamity, there had betided him nothing of this. Nor is this story, rare and extraordinary though it be, more

extraordinary or rarer than that of the pious woman whose husband's brother accused her of lewdness."."O king," answered the youth, "there is no

great forgiveness save in case of a great crime, for according as the offence is great, in so much is forgiveness magnified and it is no dishonour to

the like of thee if he spare the like of me. Verily, Allah knoweth that there is no fault in me, and indeed He commandeth unto clemency, and no

clemency is greater than that which spareth from slaughter, for that thy forgiveness of him whom thou purposest to put to death is as the quickening

of a dead man; and whoso doth evil shall find it before him, even as it was with King Bihkerd." "And what is the story of King Bihkerd?" asked the

king. "O king," answered the youth,.So he arose and taking his weaving gear, sold it and bought with the price drugs and simples and wrought

himself a carpet, with which they set out and journeyed to a certain village, where they took up their abode. Then the man donned a physician's

habit and fell to going round about the hamlets and villages and country parts; and he began to earn his living and make gain. Their affairs

prospered and their case was bettered; wherefore they praised God for their present ease and the village became to them a home..When the king

heard these tidings of Aamir, he sent for him and let bring him before him; and when he entered his presence, he kissed the earth and saluted and

showed forth his breeding and greeted him with the goodliest of compliments. The king bade him raise his head and questioned him of his lord El

Abbas; whereupon he acquainted him with his tidings and told him that which had betided him with King Zuheir and of the army that was become

at his commandment and of the spoil that he had gotten. Moreover, he gave him to know that El Abbas was coming on the morrow, and with him

more than fifty thousand cavaliers, obedient to his commandment. When the king heard his speech, he bade decorate Baghdad and commanded [the

inhabitants] to equip themselves with the richest of their apparel, in honour of the coming of El Abbas. Moreover, he sent to give King El Aziz the

glad tidings of his son's return and acquainted him with that which he had heard from the prince's servant..I blessed him and thanked him and abode

with him in all honour and consideration, till, after a little, the merchants came, even as he had said, and bought and sold and bartered; and when

they were about to depart, my master came to me and said, 'The merchants are about to depart; arise, that thou mayst go with them to thy country.'

So I betook myself to the folk, and behold, they had bought great store of elephants' bones and bound up their loads and embarked in the ship; and

my master took passage for me with them and paid my hire and all that was chargeable upon me. (220) Moreover, he gave me great store of goods

and we set sail and passed from island to island, till we traversed the sea and arrived at the port of our destination; whereupon the merchants

brought out their goods and sold; and I also brought out that which was with me and sold it at a good profit..? ? ? ? ? Like a sun at the end of a cane

in a hill of sand, She shines in a dress of the hue of pomegranate flower..So saying, he fell upon her and beat her with a staff of almond-wood, till

she cried out, "[Help], O Muslims!" and he redoubled the beating upon her, till the folk heard her cries and coming to her, [found] Aboulhusn

beating her and saying to her, "O old woman of ill-omen, am I not the Commander of the Faithful? Thou hast enchanted me!" When the folk heard

his words, they said, "This man raveth," and doubted not of his madness. So they came in upon him and seizing him, pinioned him and carried him

to the hospital. Quoth the superintendant, "What aileth this youth?" And they said, "This is a madman." "By Allah," cried Aboulhusn, "they lie

against me! I am no madman, but the Commander of the Faithful." And the superintendant answered him, saying, "None lieth but thou, O

unluckiest of madmen!".? ? ? ? ? So I stretch out my root neath the flood And my branches turn back to it there..? ? ? ? ? How long shall I anights

distracted be for love Of thee? How long th' assaults of grief and woes abide?.Quoth Shefikeh, "My mistress hath occasion for thee; so come thou

with me and I will engage to restore thee to thy dwelling in weal and safety." But the nurse answered, saying, "Indeed, her palace is become

forbidden (103) to me and never again will I enter therein, for that God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) of His favour and bounty

hath rendered me independent of her." So Shefikeh returned to her mistress and acquainted her with the nurse's words and that wherein she was of

affluence; whereupon Mariyeh confessed the unseemliness of her dealing with her and repented, whenas repentance profited her not; and she abode

in that her case days and nights, whilst the fire of longing flamed in her heart..? ? ? ? ? She shot at me a shaft that reached my heart and I became

The bond- man of despair, worn out with effort all in vain..Quoth Omar, "O Jerir, keep the fear of God before thine eyes and say nought but the

truth." And Jerir recited the following verses:.There was once in the city of Hemadan (191) a young man of comely aspect and excellently skilled

in singing to the lute, and he was well seen of the people of the city. He went forth one day of his city, with intent to travel, and gave not over

journeying till his travel brought him to a goodly city. Now he had with him a lute and what pertained thereto, (192) so he entered and went round
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about the city till he fell in with a druggist, who, when he espied him, called to him. So he went up to him and he bade him sit down. Accordingly,

he sat down by him and the druggist questioned him of his case. The singer told him what was in his mind and the other took him up into his shop

and brought him food and fed him. Then said he to him, 'Arise and take up thy lute and beg about the streets, and whenas thou smellest the odour of

wine, break in upon the drinkers and say to them, "I am a singer." They will laugh and say, "Come, [sing] to us." And when thou singest, the folk

will know thee and bespeak one another of thee; so shall thou become known in the city and thine affairs will prosper.'."There was once a man of

Khorassan and he had a son, whose improvement he ardently desired; but the young man sought to be alone and to remove himself from his father's

eye, so he might give himself up to pleasance and delight. So he sought of his father [leave to make] the pilgrimage to the Holy House of God and

to visit the tomb of the Prophet (whom God bless and keep!). Now between them and Mecca was a journey of five hundred parasangs; but his

father could not gainsay him, for that the law of God made this (178) incumbent on him and because of that which he hoped for him of

improvement [therefrom]. So he joined unto him a governor, in whom he trusted, and gave him much money and took leave of him. The son set out

on the holy pilgrimage (179) with the governor and abode on that wise, spending freely and using not thrift..? ? ? ? ? h. The Drop of Honey

dcccclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? An if my substance fail, no one there is will succour me,.So the youth returned to his house, and indeed the world was grown

black in his eyes and he said, 'My father said sooth.' Then he opened the chamber door and piling up the bricks under his feet, put the rope about his

neck and kicked away the bricks and swung himself off; whereupon the rope gave way with him [and he fell] to the ground and the ceiling clove in

sunder and there poured down on him wealth galore, So he knew that his father meant to discipline (226) him by means of this and invoked God's

mercy on him. Then he got him again that which he had sold of lands and houses and what not else and became once more in good case. Moreover,

his friends returned to him and he entertained them some days..33. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Barber-Surgeon dxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? a. The First

Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxxxviii.When the morning morrowed and the king sat on the throne of his kingship, he summoned the chief of his

viziers and said to him, "What deemest thou of this that yonder robber-youth hath done? Behold, he hath entered my house and lain down on my

bed and I fear lest there be an intrigue between him and the woman. How deemest thou of the affair?" "God prolong the king's continuance!"

replied the vizier. "What sawest thou in this youth [to make thee trust in him]? Is he not vile of origin, the son of thieves? Needs must a thief revert

to his vile origin, and whoso reareth the young of the serpent shall get of them nought but biting. As for the woman, she is not at fault; for, since

[the] time [of her marriage with thee] till now, there hath appeared from her nought but good breeding and modesty; and now, if the king give me

leave, I will go to her and question her, so I may discover to thee the affair.".Then said she to him, "O chief of the kings, the wise say, 'The

kingship is a building, whereof the troops are the foundation,' and whenas the foundation is strong, the building endureth; wherefore it behoveth the

king to strengthen the foundation, for that they say, 'Whenas the foundation is weak, the building falleth.' On like wise it behoveth the king to care

for his troops and do justice among his subjects, even as the owner of the garden careth for his trees and cutteth away the weeds that have no profit

in them; and so it behoveth the king to look into the affairs of his subjects and fend off oppression from them. As for thee, O king," continued

Shehrzad, "it behoveth thee that thy vizier be virtuous and versed in the knowledge of the affairs of the folk and the common people; and indeed

God the Most High hath named his name (166) in the history of Moses (on whom be peace!) whenas He saith, [Quoth Moses] 'And make me a

vizier of my people, Aaron [my brother]. (167) Could a vizier have been dispensed withal, Moses ben Imran had been worthier [than any of this

dispensation]. (168).The Twenty-Second Night of the Month..Now this vizier had many enemies, who envied him his high place and still sought to

do him hurt, but found no way thereunto, and God, in His fore-knowledge and His fore-ordinance from time immemorial, decreed that the king

dreamt that the Vizier Er Rehwan gave him a fruit from off a tree and he ate it and died. So he awoke, affrighted and troubled, and when the vizier

had presented himself before him [and withdrawn] and the king was alone with those in whom he trusted, he related to them his dream and they

counselled him to send for the astrologers and interpreters [of dreams] and commended to him a sage, for whose skill and wisdom they vouched.

So the king sent for him and entreated him with honour and made him draw near to himself. Now there had been private with the sage in question a

company of the vizier's enemies, who besought him to slander the vizier to the king and counsel him to put him to death, in consideration of that

which they promised him of wealth galore; and he agreed with them of this and told the king that the vizier would slay him in the course of the

[ensuing] month and bade him hasten to put him to death, else would he surely slay him..It is said that El Mamoun (164) came one day upon

Zubeideh, mother of El Amin, (165) and saw her moving her lips and muttering somewhat he understood not; so he said to her, "O mother mine,

dost thou imprecate [curses] upon me, for that I slew thy son and despoiled him of his kingdom?" "Not so, by Allah, O Commander of the

Faithful!" answered she, and he said, "What then saidst thou?" Quoth she, "Let the Commander of the Faithful excuse me." But he was instant with

her, saying, "Needs must thou tell it." And she replied, "I said, 'God confound importunity!'" "How so?" asked the Khalif, and she said, "I played

one day at chess with the Commander of the Faithful [Haroun er Reshid] and he imposed on me the condition of commandment and acceptance.

(166) He beat me and bade me put off my clothes and go round about the palace, naked; so I did this, and I incensed against him. Then we fell

again to playing and I beat him; so I bade him go to the kitchen and swive the foulest and sorriest wench of the wenches thereof. [I went to the

kitchen] and found not a slave-girl fouler and filthier than thy mother; (167) so I bade him swive her. He did as I bade him and she became with

child by him of thee, and thus was I [by my unlucky insistance] the cause of the slaying of my son and the despoiling him of his kingdom." When

El Mamoun heard this, he turned away, saying, "God curse the importunate!" to wit, himself, who had importuned her till she acquainted him with
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that matter..? ? ? ? ? That I am the pledge of passion still and that my longing love And eke my yearning do overpass all longing that was

aye..When his brother saw him on this wise, he doubted not but that this had betided him by reason of severance from his people and family and

said to him, 'Come, let us go forth a-hunting.' But he refused to go with him; so the elder brother went forth to the chase, whilst the younger abode

in the pavilion aforesaid. As he was diverting himself by looking out upon the garden from the window of the palace, behold, he saw his brother's

wife and with her ten black slaves and as many slave-girls. Each slave laid hold of a damsel [and swived her] and another slave [came forth and]

did the like with the queen; and when they had done their occasions, they all returned whence they came. Therewithal there betided the King of

Samarcand exceeding wonder and solacement and he was made whole of his malady, little by little..39. Abou Mohammed the Lazy dlviii.The

Ninth Night of the Month..95. Abdurrehman the Moor's Story of the Roc cccciv.? ? ? ? ? O breeze of heaven, from me a charge I prithee take And

do not thou betray the troth of my despair;.? ? ? ? ? Though Fortune whiles to thee belike may be unjust, Her seasons change and man's excused if

he transgress..? ? ? ? ? Peace on thee! Would our gaze might light on thee once more! So should our hearts be eased and eyes no longer sore..? ? ? ?

? Brother of En Numan, with thee lies an old man's anguish to allay, A graybeard slain, may God make fair his deeds upon the Reckoning-Day!.49.

The Chief of the Cous Police and the Sharper cccxlv.Now Ishac had returned to his house upon an occasion that presented itself to him; and when

he entered the vestibule, he heard a sound of singing, the like whereof he had never heard in the world, for that it was [soft] as the breeze and richer

(178) than almond oil. (179) So the delight of it gat hold of him and joyance overcame him, and he fell down aswoon in the vestibule, Tuhfeh heard

the noise of steps and laying the lute from her hand, went out to see what was to do. She found her lord Ishac lying aswoon in the vestibule; so she

took him up and strained him to her bosom, saying, 'I conjure thee in God's name, O my lord, tell me, hath aught befallen thee?' When he heard her

voice, he recovered from his swoon and said to her, 'Who art thou? ' Quoth she, 'I am thy slave-girl Tuhfeh.' And he said to her, 'Art thou indeed

Tuhfeh?' 'Yes,' answered she; and he, 'By Allah, I had forgotten thee and remembered thee not till now!' Then he looked at her and said, 'Indeed,

thy case is altered and thy pallor is grown changed to rosiness and thou hast redoubled in beauty and lovesomeness. But was it thou who was

singing but now?' And she was troubled and affrighted and answered, 'Even I, O my lord.'.? ? ? ? ? u. The Debauchee and the Three-year-old Child

dccccxcviii.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fox and the Wild Ass dcccciv.So the chamberlain went about that which he needed and assembling his wife's kinsfolk,

said to them, 'I am resolved to put away my wife.' They took this ill of him and complained of him and summoning him before the king, sat

pleading with him. Now the king had no knowledge of that which had passed; so he said to the chamberlain, 'Why wilt thou put her away and how

can thy soul consent unto this and why takest thou unto thyself a goodly piece of land and after forsakest it? 'May God amend the king!' answered

the husband. 'By Allah, O king, I saw therein the track of the lion and fear to enter the land, lest the lion devour me; and indeed the like of my affair

with her is that which befell between the old woman and the draper's wife.' 'What is their story?' asked the king; and the chamberlain said, 'Know,

O king, that.When the evening evened, the king sat in his privy chamber and bade fetch the vizier, who presented himself before him, and the king

required of him the promised story. So the vizier answered, "With all my heart. Know, O king, that.May the place of my session ne'er lack thee!

Oh, why, iii. 118.? ? ? ? ? They left me and content forthright forsook my heart,.? ? ? ? ? O thou with love of whom I'm smitten, yet content, I

prithee come to me and hasten to my side..? ? ? ? ? Quoth I (and mine a body is of passion all forslain, Ay, and a heart that's all athirst for love and

longing pain.Quoth Ishac, 'Indeed, this was of thy fair fortune. By Allah, I know not that which thou knowest in this craft!' Then he arose and going

to a chest, brought out therefrom striped clothes of great price, netted with jewels and great pearls, and said to her, 'In the name of God, don these,

O my lady Tuhfeh.' So she arose and donned those clothes and veiled herself and went up [with Ishac] to the palace of the Khalifate, where he

made her stand without, whilst he himself went in to the Commander of the Faithful (with whom was Jaafer the Barmecide) and kissing the earth

before him, said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful, I have brought thee a damsel, never saw eyes her like for excellence in singing and

touching the lute; and her name is Tuhfeh." (186) 'And where,' asked Er Reshed, 'is this Tuhfeh, who hath not her like in the world?' Quoth Ishac,

'Yonder she stands, O Commander of the Faithful;' and he acquainted the Khalif with her case from first to last. Then said Er Reshid, 'It is a marvel

to hear thee praise a slave-girl after this fashion. Admit her, so we may see her, for that the morning may not be hidden.'.When the king heard his

chamberlain's story, he was confounded and abashed and said to him, 'Abide on thy wonted service and till thy land, for that the lion entered it, but

marred it not, and he will never more return thither.' (61) Then he bestowed on him a dress of honour and made him a sumptuous present; and the

man returned to his wife and people, rejoicing and glad, for that his heart was set at rest concerning his wife. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the

age, is this rarer or more extraordinary than the story of the fair and lovely woman, endowed with amorous grace, with the foul-favoured man.".? ?

? ? ? For indeed I am mated with longing love in public and privily, Nor ever my heart, alas I will cease from mourning, will I or nill..33. Ali the

Persian and the Kurd Sharper ccxciv.17. The Merchant of Oman cccliv.Indeed, many of the notables of the people have sought her of me in

marriage, but I would not marry her to any, for that, one night, I saw, in a dream, the balance aforesaid set up and men and women being weighed,

one against the other, therein, and meseemed I saw thee [and her] and it was said to me, "This is such a man, (217) the allotted portion of such a

woman." (218) Wherefore I knew that God the Most High had allotted unto her none other than thyself, and I choose rather to marry thee to her in

my lifetime than that thou shouldst marry her after my death.'.Seventh Officer's Story, The, ii. 150..Officer's Story, The Fifteenth, ii. 190..There

was once of old time a foolish, ignorant man, who had wealth galore, and his wife was a fair woman, who loved a handsome youth. The latter used

to watch for her husband's absence and come to her, and on this wise he abode a long while. One day, as the woman was private with her lover, he
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said to her, 'O my lady and my beloved, if thou desire me and love me, give me possession of thyself and accomplish my need in thy husband's

presence; else will I never again come to thee nor draw near thee, what while I abide on life.' Now she loved him with an exceeding love and could

not brook his separation an hour nor could endure to vex him; so, when she heard his words, she said to him, ['So be it,] in God's name, O my

beloved and solace of mine eyes, may he not live who would vex thee!' Quoth he, 'To-day?' And she said, 'Yes, by thy life,' and appointed him of

this..Then they attired Dinarzad in a dress of blue brocade and she became as she were the full moon, whenas it shineth forth. So they displayed her

in this, for the first dress, before King Shahzeman, who rejoiced in her and well-nigh took leave of his wits for longing and amorous desire; yea, he

was distraught with love for her, whenas he saw her, for, indeed, she was as saith of her one of her describers in the following verses:.Meanwhile,

news came to his wife that her husband had taken service with King Such-an-one; so she arose and taking her two sons, (for she had given birth to

twin boys in his absence,) set out for those parts. As fate would have it, they happened upon an island and her husband came thither that very night

in the ship. [When the woman heard of the coming of the ship], she said to her children, 'This ship cometh from the country where your father is; so

go ye to the sea-shore, that ye may enquire of him.' So they repaired to the sea-shore and [going up into the ship], fell to playing about it and

occupied themselves with their play till the evening..? ? ? ? ? Ay, and the monks, for on the Day of Palms a fawn there was Among the servants of

the church, a loveling blithe and gay..Sharpers who cheated each his Fellow, The Two, ii. 28..Mariyeh, El Abbas and, iii. 53..So she arose and

tearing her clothes, went in to the king, in the presence of the viziers, and cast herself upon him, saying, "O king, falleth my shame not upon thee

and fearest thou not reproach? Indeed, this is not of the behoof of kings that their jealousy over their women should be thus [laggard]. Thou art

heedless and all the folk of the realm prate of thee, men and women. So either slay him, that the talk may be cut off, or slay me, if thy soul will not

consent to his slaughter." Thereupon the king's wrath waxed hot and he said to her, "I have no pleasure in his continuance [on life] and needs must I

slay him this day. So return to thy house and comfort thy heart.".Now there was in the camp a wise woman, (11) and she questioned him of the

new-born child, if it was male or female. Quoth he, 'It is a girl;' and she said, 'She shall do whoredom with a hundred men and a journeyman shall

marry her and a spider shall slay her.' When the journeyman heard this, he returned upon his steps and going in to the woman, took the child from

her by wile and slit its paunch. Then he fled forth into the desert at a venture and abode in strangerhood what [while] God willed..HAROUN ER

RESHID AND THE WOMAN OF THE BARMECIDES. (84).118. The Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun El Hikim bi

Amrillak M.? ? ? ? ? l. The Wife's Device to Cheat her Husband dcccclxxxix.60. Uns el Wujoud and the Vizier's Daughter Rose-in-bud

ccclxxi.Patience, Of the Advantages of, i. 89..Reshid (Er), Ibn es Semmak and, i. 195..There was once a man of the drapers, who had a fair wife,

and she was curtained (54) and chaste. A certain young man saw her coming forth of the bath and loved her and his heart was occupied with her. So

he cast about [to get access to her] with all manner of devices, but availed not to win to her; and when he was weary of endeavour and his patience

was exhausted for weariness and his fortitude failed him and he was at an end of his resources against her, he complained of this to an old woman

of ill-omen, (55) who promised him to bring about union between him and her. He thanked her for this and promised her all manner of good; and

she said to him, "Get thee to her husband and buy of him a turban-cloth of fine linen, and let it be of the goodliest of stuffs.".Awake, Asleep and, i.

5..? ? ? ? ? What if the sabre cut me limb from limb! No torment 'twere for lovers true and leal..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Chief of the New Cairo

Police dciv.Wife and the Learned Man, Khelbes and his, i. 301..? ? ? ? ? The herald of good news my hearing shall delight,.Chamberlain's Wife,

The King and his, ii. 53..Meanwhile, he ceased not, he and his beloved, Queen Mariyeh, in the most delightsome of life and the pleasantest thereof,

and he was vouchsafed by her children; and indeed there befell friendship and love between them and the longer their companionship was

prolonged, the more their love waxed, so that they became unable to endure from each other a single hour, save the time of his going forth to the

Divan, when he would return to her in the utterest that might be of longing. Aud on this wise they abode in all solace and delight of life, till there

came to them the Destroyer of Delights and the Sunderer of Companies. So extolled be the perfection of Him whose kingdom endureth for ever,

who is never heedless neither dieth nor sleepeth! This is all that hath come down to us of their story, and so peace [be on you!].112. Abdallah ben

Nafi and the King's Son of Cashghar dccccxli.? ? ? ? ? c. The Fishes and the Crab dcxi
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