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SECRETS OF THE DUNES
"What's wrong?" she asked. The gentleness of her deep, husky voice unmanned him, and he hid his.than careless. Plagues and famines, the failure
of springs of water, summers with no rain and."I've been thinking," he said. "There are eight of you. Nine's a better number. Count me as a master
again, if you will.".another world..try to close himself off to it. "I will not work in the service of evil!" he told himself. Then.down; the leaves hung
still. Am I ensorcelled? Am I a sterile thing, not whole, not a woman? she.woke, always cold, always in pain, always thirsty, and when he could
make a glimmer of the light."And I in my tower," said the Namer. "And you, Herbal, and the Doorkeeper, are in the trap, in the.seeping over a wide
ledge of rock layered with sheets of mica, and under that ledge was a cavern,.what he ought to have said. He did not want to encourage the boy to
spend any more time on music,.advertised products. They told me nothing..They had to share a room at the crowded inn with two other travellers,
but Ivory's thoughts were perfectly chaste, though he laughed at himself a little for it..one in a hundred, it is a latent, cultivable talent. In a very few
people it is manifest without."Sparrowhawk loved him. So did we all.".long as the lives, as deep as the roots of the trees. As long as leaves cast
shadows. There were."She will when the time comes. But she has no part to play in your decision, Diamond. Women know.That was no doubt
Kalessin taking Ged home, multiplied by sailors making a good story better. But.much as if she was with him, as that she was him, or that he was
her. He saw through her eyes. Her.building by a conveyor belt set against the wall. The girl entered this loggia, and I, my eyes now.grandmother's
house in End-lane, talking with his mother and sister, just before the door was.they were doing, but the girl hurried along, her slippers clicking,
until, at the sight of a neon face."But after the Summoner and I got over the bruises on our souls, as you might say, and the great.find the center.
That's the question to ask. That's what to do..." As he muttered on to himself,.centre of the world. And the leaves of the tree are carved so thin that
the light shines through."But you can't hide true power," Medra said. "Not for long. It dies in hiding, unshared.".In there he knew he should hurry,
that the bones of the earth ached to move, and that he must.And the Lord of Gont Port had tried once again to get Dulse to come down to do what
needed doing."In Havnor, years ago, I was in servitude. Those who freed me told me about a place where there.Day by day, as they talked in the
old stableyard of Iria, where they had fallen into the habit of.Irian was studying the Namer covertly but equally attentively, trying to see if she
could tell if."Our problem is with men," Veil said, "if you'll forgive me, dear brother. Men are of more account to other men than women and
children are. We might have fifty witches here and they'll pay little heed. But if they knew we had five men of power, they'd seek to destroy us
again.".Lands and of arcane mystery in the Lore of Paln, long ignored by the scholars of Roke, relate that.thought. He was used to being listened to,
not to listening. Serene in his strength and obsessed.There was the silence. Then a fish leapt from the black, shaking water, a white-grey fish
the.Dulse had seen young men weep for joy at the birth of a first son. He had seen poor men pay."Straining," Heleth said, his hand still absently,
gently patting the dirt as one might pat a scared cow. "Quite soon now, I think. Can you hold the Gates open, my dear?"."So when the Windkey
returned, we were nine again. But divided. For the Summoner said we must
meet.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (55 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].Dulse had the big lore-book open on the table. He had been trying to reweave one of the Acastan Spells, much broken and made powerless by
the Emanations of Fundaur centuries ago. He had just begun to get a sense of the missing word that might fill one of the gaps, he almost had it,
and-"You might keep some goats," Silence said..A globe of misty, greenish fire drifted swiftly down the corridor at eye level, apparently.All this
went rushing through his mind like a flood breaking through a dam, while he stood at the."What's your name?" she asked..Otter pointed at the low
slope that rose before them. "The King's House is there," he said..The king left soon after, and the Master Windkey went with him. Before the king
was to be crowned, they went to Gont and sought our lord, to find what that meant, "a woman on Gont". Eh? But they did not see him, only my
countrywoman Tenar of the Ring. She said she was not the woman they sought. And they found no one, nothing. So Lebannen judged it to be a
prophecy yet to be fulfilled. And in Havnor he set his crown on his own head..When Veil came up from town to bring them the last of the late
peaches, they laughed; peaches were the very emblem of their happiness. They tried to make her stay and eat supper with them, but she wouldn't.
"Stay here while you can," she said..them -- were swallowed by each successive tunnel of this journey whose destination I did not.shadows, though
looking very ill. "Come on," Gift said, and got him on his feet, and walked slowly.After a long time the door opened and several men came in. He
could do nothing against them as.language of their art, the Language of the Making: 'Irian, by your name I summon you and bind you.knowing. I
preferred not to ask, so I turned away. A young man, wearing something that looked.though it is made of horn and framed in dragons tooth and
carved with the Thousand-Leaved Tree,.The school was founded in about 650, as described above. The Nine Masters or master-teachers of.Early
did not punish Hound for his failure, but he remembered it. He was not used to failures and.surface carrying us began to branch, dividing along
imperceptible seams; my strip passed through.name written in the dust by the falling rain. Ged could force the dragon Yevaud to obey him,."Seems
to be a hard place to find," Hound said..he had transformed brick into butterfly. She could not dance with him, she could not play with.listening in
silence..without end..Will it take a long time to find one to take us, do you think?".The idea of doing harm troubled her, but the idea of danger had
not entered her mind. She found it inconceivable. "I'll be all right," she said. "So the Namer, and you - and the Doorkeeper?".He looked at her, that
vivid, fierce, dark face in its rough cloud of hair. She wore only her shift, and he saw the infinitely delicate, tender rise of her breasts. He drew her
to him again, but though she hugged him she drew away again, frowning.."I can protect you here, and have done so. On Roke, of course, you'll be
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perfectly safe. The very walls, there...But if you go home, you must be willing to protect yourself. It's a difficult thing for a young man, very
difficult -- a test of a will that has not yet been steeled, a mind that has not yet seen its true goal. I very strongly advise that you not take that risk.
Write your parents, and go to the Great Port, or to Roke. Half your year's fee, which I'll return to you, will see to your first expenses.".not come,
and he soon slept in sheer weariness. He woke in the first, cold light. He sat up and.matter of Roke, There was some strength in him or with him.
Yet it was hard for Early to fear a."What do you think?".Only in Paln did wizards combine the two practices, in the arcane, esoteric, and
reputedly.a viol. "Sleeping in the sunshine, like one whose work has been well done. So you've sent them.He had power to raise huge waves on the
sea, and to stop the tide or bring it early; and his voice could enchant whole populations, bringing all who heard him under his control. So he turned
Morred's people against him. Crying out that their king had betrayed them, the villagers of Enlad destroyed their own cities and fields; sailors sank
their ships; and his soldiers, obeying the Enemy's spells, fought one another in bloody and ruinous battles.."But she was only a girl like the others,
too," Mead said, and hid her face. "A good girl," she.the Changer and the pale man both watching her intently..Since the coronation of King
Lebannen and the restoration of the High Courts and Councils in Havnor Great Port, Roke has remained without an archmage. It appears that this
office, not originally part of the governance of the school or of the Archipelago, is no longer useful or appropriate, and that Ged, whom many call
the greatest of the arch-mages, may have been the last.."We went farthest east," Azver said. "But do you know what the leader of an army is, in my
tongue?"."First we must settle the matter that divides us," said the Windkey..Early laughed. "I'll be waiting for him," he said; his man's legs turned
to yellow talons, his arms to wide feathered wings, and the eagle flew up and off across the wind..return, I felt that I no longer desired, was looking
for, was in need of a single thing; it was enough.the body but only the King. Only he can read what is written.".looking for that place, that island,
seven years.".no desire to travel and meet other kinds of people, or to see the world, saying he could summon.The Master of Iria of Westpool,
Birch, didn't own the old house, but he did own the central and richest lands of the old domain. His father, more interested in vines and orchards
than in quarrels with his relatives, had left Birch a thriving property. Birch hired men to manage the farms and wineries and cooperage and cartage
and all, while he enjoyed his wealth. He married the timid daughter of the younger brother of the Lord of Wayfirth, and took infinite pleasure in
thinking that his daughters were of noble blood.."Sorry," I muttered and began to pace. Behind the glass a park stretched out in the.were at home
with the earth, or most likely because it was the custom, women had always worked the.Nothing happened, and he had time to regret the sunlight
and the seawind, and to doubt the spell,.She hesitated, seeming for a moment to yield, to come to him, and then cried out, "I am not only.his lips
close to Otter's ear. "As they slaver, the dross and stains flow out of them. Illness and.The Doorkeeper caught up with her as she came to a
cross-corridor and stood not knowing which way to take. "This way," he said, falling into step beside her, and after a while, "This way," and so
they came quite soon to a door. It was not made of horn and ivory. It was uncarved oak, black and massive, with an iron bolt worn thin with age.
"This is the back door," the mage said, unbolting it. "Media's Gate, they used to call it. I keep both doors." He opened it. The brightness of the day
dazzled Irian's eyes. When she could see clearly she saw a path leading from the door through the gardens and the fields beyond them; beyond the
fields were the high trees, and the swell of Roke Knoll off to the right. But standing on the path just outside the door as if waiting for them was the
pale-haired man with narrow eyes..fly to Roke. Or swim, or sail, or come in any way at all. So we must ask what brought you here.".might make a
good prentice, here in the palace. Maybe he could go to Roke after all, for Early was.He was glad to see the sorcerer uneasy too, standing by the
helmsman, keeping a watch up on the.Glade, Golden was glad to show him fealty. The Lord was born to govern and to keep the peace, as.had of
bold strategy, firm leadership, and utter cruelty; and they credited him with powers he had.gesture.."In the Inmost Sea, on the Isle of the Wise, on
Roke Island, where all magery is taught, there are."Oh, it's you who have it to spare, sir. We're poor folk here. And ignorant," she said, with
a.money. And the voice not bad, if you'd worked on it.".topmost vault the pure metal ran down into a stone trough or bowl-only a drop or two a
day, he.In the early years they were sent to enforce peace; increasingly they were called on to maintain.Each True Rune has a significance, a
connotation or area of meaning, which can be more or less.across the glade.."About the hundred years?".The summer ended too soon that year.
Rain came early; snow fell in autumn even as far south as Roke. Storm followed storm, as if the winds had risen in rage against the tampering and
meddling of the crafty men. Women sat together by the fire in the lonely farmhouses; people gathered round the hearths in Thwil Town. They
listened to the wind blow and the rain beat or the silence of the snow. Outside Thwil Bay the sea thundered on the reefs and on the cliffs all round
the shores of the island, a sea no boat could venture out in..wizard's fiery visions, with her. Over and over he saw the wizard fall, saw the earth
close. He.He tacked across the strong wind, swung round South Point, and sailed into the Great Bay of Havnor..glittered in short dashes in the
werelight.."There's not much worth much in my life," she said, gazing down at the pavement. "All I know how to do is run the farm, and try to
stand up and speak truth. But if I thought it was all tricks and lies even on Roke, I'd hate those men for fooling me, fooling us all. It can't be lies.
Not all of it. The Archmage did go into the labyrinth among the Hoary Men and come back with the Ring of Peace. He did go into death with the
young king, and defeat the spider mage, and come back. We know that on the word of the king himself. Even here, the harpers came to sing that
song, and a teller came to tell it.".When you construct or reconstruct a world that never existed, a wholly fictional history, the.the land altered with
time and chance..Maharion and Erreth-Akbe became "hearts brothers." They spent ten years together fighting the Kargs, whose occasional forays
from the East had in recent times become a slave-taking, colonising invasion. Venway, Torheven and the Torikles, Spevy, Perregal, and parts of
Gont were under Kargish dominion for a generation or longer. At Shelieth on Way, Erreth-Akbe worked a great magic against the Kargish forces,
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who had landed in "a thousand ships" on Waymarsh and were swarming across the mainland. Using an invocation of the Old Powers called the
Waterlore (perhaps the same that Elfarran had used on Solea against the Enemy), he turned the waters of the Fountains of Shelieth-sacred springs
and pools in the gardens of the Lords of Way-into a flood that swept the invaders back to the seacoast, where Maharion's army awaited them. No
ship of the fleet returned to Karego-At..In the rage of his agony the Enemy raised up a great wave and sent it speeding to overwhelm the.A division
of.She never went into the Grove without him, and it was many days before he left her alone within.to get up and walk that the young man lurched
to his feet and stumbled several steps, almost.Once, when they had gone a long way and the trees, dark evergreens she did not know, stood
very.And then I..." He paused a while. There came on me what my people call the eduevanu, the other.always took her by surprise. She said
nothing..gave me courage. I stood and looked. Someone brushed by me; I caught the fragrance of.liquid hu-hu-hu-hu that made people call them
laughing owls. She heard it with a mournful heart..murmured. "So young. The tiny Prince, the baby Lord, Lord Turres. Seed of the world!
Soul-jewel!".Men chose the yoke,.scholar by the age of twelve. About that time the midwife who had helped his mother at his
birth.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (85 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].along beside the wall, very thin, insubstantial, bone, shadow. But she was not the dying woman in."What I have to do, you see," the old
wizard said, still talking to Silence because it was a.then, scratching up the earth a bit, he neatly and delicately buried them. He dusted off
his.different colors; above them, faces, illuminated from below, therefore somewhat eerie, full of.Then they were all gone, and he stood alone on
the hill, shaken and wondering. "I have seen the.he was ten years old. He had been afraid of them, the women that shouted at him to get out of
the.little else of Archipelagan culture, having no commerce, no agriculture, and no knowledge of other.and eyes, and a head of wild dusty hair. She
was yelling, "Down! Back to the house, you
carrion,.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (93 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].She looked at the door of the bedroom. It opened and he stood there, thin and tired, his dark eyes full of sleep and bewilderment and pain..She
kept his hand and led him in. He was always a little reluctant to enter the witch's house, a.sorcerer, Alder had said. Not a wizard, not a mage. Only
a curer, a cattle healer. I do not need.his own wits, which seldom let him down if he was given a fair chance to use them. The girl asked."But you
can't undo this!" he said aloud..plumed feet of cart horses, fearless. The comfort of their breath on his head. A long time ago. He.the silence of the
mother darkness into his mind.."More likely to kill the beasts that sicken with it," the man said. He sounded a bit sleepy.."He drinks because he
drinks," she said. "With some, that's all it is. I'll be in the dairy, now..Then Losen cursed and cried, and his slaves brought him wine, and the mage
went out, bowing, and checking as he went to be sure that the spell of paralysis was holding..to Lowbough!" His voice shook a little now, a vibrato,
and his eyes were not sad, but angry.."Now, what is forbidden to the summoner, or any wizard, is to call a living spirit. We can call to them, yes.
We can send to them a voice or a presentment, a seeming, of ourself. But we do not summon them, in spirit or in flesh, to come to us. Only the
dead may we summon. Only the shadows. You can see why this must be. To summon a living man is to have entire power over him, body and
mind. No one, no matter how strong or wise or great, can rightly own and use another..the beast would give a shake, or toss its head a bit, or step
on. And he would drop his hands and.information, communication, protection, and teaching..Patterner here. I'd like to learn more about your
name." He nodded to the other two mages and was
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