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RELENTLESS OPTIMISM
How many, in Yemameh, dishevelled widows plain! i. 50..? ? ? ? ? But the Merciful yet may incline thee to me And unite us again, in despite of

our foes!.Then the girl went away, running, after her mistress, whereupon I left the shop and set out after them, so I might see her abiding-place. I

followed after them all the way, till she disappeared from mine eyes, when I returned to my place, with a heart on fire. Some days after, she came

to me again and bought stuffs of me. I refused to take the price and she said, "We have no need of thy goods." Quoth I, "O my lady, accept them

from me as a gift;" but she said, "[Wait] till I try thee and make proof of thee." Then she brought out of her pocket a purse and gave me therefrom a

thousand dinars, saying, "Trade with this till I return to thee." So I took the purse and she went away [and returned not to me] till six months had

passed by. Meanwhile, I traded with the money and sold and bought and made other thousand dinars profit [on it]..?THE DISCIPLE'S

STORY..Presently he came to the land of the Turks, (228) and he naked and hungry and having with him nought but somewhat of jewels, bound

about his fore-arm. So he went to the bazaar of the goldsmiths and calling one of the brokers, gave him the jewels. The broker looked and seeing

two great rubies, said to him, 'Follow me.' So he followed him, till he brought him to a goldsmith, to whom he gave the jewels, saying, 'Buy these.'

Quoth he, 'Whence hadst thou these?' And the broker replied, 'This youth is the owner of them.' Then said the goldsmith to the prince, 'Whence

hadst thou these rubies?' And he told him all that had befallen him and that he was a king's son. The goldsmith marvelled at his story and bought of

him the rubies for a thousand dinars..To return to his sister Selma. She awaited him till the last of the day, but he came not; and she awaited him a

second day and a third and a fourth, yet there came no news of him, wherefore she wept and beat with her hands on her breast and bethought her of

her affair and her strangerhood and her brother's absence; and she recited the following verses:.Ibn es Semmak and Er Reshid, i. 195..? ? ? ? ? Fain,

fain would I forget thy love. Alack, my heart denies To be consoled, and 'gainst thy wrath nought standeth me in stead..It is told that there was

once, in the city of Baghdad, a comely and well-bred youth, fair of face, tall of stature and slender of shape. His name was Alaeddin and he was of

the chiefs of the sons of the merchants and had a shop wherein he sold and bought One day, as he sat in his shop, there passed by him a girl of the

women of pleasure, (253) who raised her eyes and casting a glance at the young merchant, saw written in a flowing hand on the forepart (254) of

the door of his shop, these words, "VERILY, THERE IS NO CRAFT BUT MEN'S CRAFT, FORASMUCH AS IT OVERCOMETH WOMEN'S

CRAFT." When she beheld this, she was wroth and took counsel with herself, saying, "As my head liveth, I will assuredly show him a trick of the

tricks of women and prove the untruth of (255) this his inscription!".? ? ? ? ? How many a king for my sweet sake with other kings hath vied, Still

craving union with me and suing for my sight!.Druggist, The Singer and the, i. 229..The queen rejoiced in her and putting out her hand to her, drew

her to herself and seated her by her side on the couch; whereupon Tuhfeh kissed her hands and the queen said to her, 'Know, O Tuhfeh, that all that

thou treadest of these belong not to any of the Jinn, (224) for that I am the queen of them all and the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis sought my

permission (225) and prayed me to be present at the circumcision of his son. So I sent to him, in my stead, a slave-girl of my slave-girls, to wit,

Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, who is vice-queen of my kingdom. When she was present at the wedding and saw thee and heard thy singing,

she sent to me, giving me to know of thee and setting forth to me thine elegance and pleasantness and the goodliness of thy breeding and thy

singing. So I am come to thee, for that which I have heard of thy charms, and this shall bring thee great worship in the eyes of all the Jinn.'

(226).?OF THE ISSUES OF GOOD AND EVIL ACTIONS..Wife, The Fuller and his, i. 261..Endowed with amorous grace past any else am I, ii

253..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Taj el Mulouk and the Princess Dunya cvii.So the king bade fetch the old man and he came and stood before the Sultan,

who showed him the two pearls. Quoth he, 'As for this one, it is worth a thousand dinars.' And the king said, 'So saith its owner.' 'But for this other,'

continued the old man, 'it is worth but five hundred.' The folk laughed and marvelled at his saying, and the merchant, [the owner of the second

pearl], said to him, 'How can this, which is greater of bulk and purer of water and more perfect of rondure, be less of worth than that?' And the old

man answered, 'I have said what is with me.' (208) Then said the king to him, 'Indeed, the outward appearance thereof is like unto that of the other

pearl; why then is it worth but the half of its price?' 'Yes,' answered the old man, '[its outward resembleth the other]; but its inward is corrupt.' 'Hath

a pearl then an outward and an inward?' asked the merchant, and the old man said, 'Yes. In its inward is a boring worm; but the other pearl is sound

and secure against breakage.' Quoth the merchant, 'Give us a token of this and prove to us the truth of thy saying.' And the old man answered, 'We

will break the pearl. If I prove a, liar, here is my head, and if I speak truth, thou wilt have lost thy pearl.' And the merchant said, 'I agree to that.' So

they broke the pearl and it was even as the old man had said, to wit, in its midst was a boring worm..? ? ? ? ? The pitcher then of goblets filled full

and brimming o'er With limpid wine we plunder, that pass from friend to friend..One day, Ishac let bring all who were with him of slave-girls from

the house of instruction and carried them up to Er Reshid's palace, leaving none in his house save Tuhfeh and a cookmaid; for that he bethought

him not of Tuhfeh, nor did she occur to his mind, and none of the damsels remembered him of her. When she saw that the house was empty of the

slave-girls, she took the lute (now she was unique in her time in smiting upon the lute, nor had she her like in the world, no, not Ishac himself, nor

any other) and sang thereto the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? In the wide world no house thou hast, a homeless wanderer thou: To thine own place thou

shall be borne, an object for lament. (88).As for the merchant, he bought him a sheep and slaughtering it, roasted it and dressed birds and [other]

meats of various kinds and colours and bought dessert and sweetmeats and fresh fruits. Then he repaired to El Abbas and conjured him to accept of

his hospitality and enter his house and eat of his victual. The prince consented to his wishes and went with him till they came to his house, when
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the merchant bade him enter. So El Abbas entered and saw a goodly house, wherein was a handsome saloon, with a vaulted estrade. When he

entered the saloon, he found that the merchant had made ready food and dessert and perfumes, such as overpass description; and indeed he had

adorned the table with sweet-scented flowers and sprinkled musk and rose-water upon the food. Moreover, he had smeared the walls of the saloon

with ambergris and set [the smoke of burning] aloes-wood abroach therein..? ? ? ? ? r. The Pious Woman accused of Lewdness dccccvii.Woman of

the Barmecides, Haroun er Reshid and the, i. 57..? ? ? ? ? It rests with him to heal me; and I (a soul he hath Must suffer that which irks it), go

saying, in my fear.? ? ? ? ? e. The Niggard and the Loaves of Bread dlxxx.When she had made an end of her verses, she considered her affair and

said in herself, 'By Allah, all these things have betided by the ordinance of God the Most High and His providence and this was written and

charactered upon the forehead.' Then she landed and fared on till she came to a spacious place, where she enquired of the folk and hired a house.

Thither she straightway transported all that was in the ship of goods and sending for brokers, sold all that was with her. Then she took part of the

price and fell to enquiring of the folk, so haply she might scent out tidings [of her lost husband]. Moreover, she addressed herself to lavishing alms

and tending the sick, clothing the naked and pouring water upon the dry ground of the forlorn. On this wise she abode a whole year, and every little

while she sold of her goods and gave alms to the sick and the needy; wherefore her report was bruited abroad in the city and the folk were lavish in

her praise..27. Alaeddin Abou es Shamat dxx.Presently, the sharper came to the ruin, rejoicing in that which he deemed he should get, and dug in

the place, but found nothing and knew that the idiot had tricked him. So he buffeted his face, for chagrin, and fell to following the other

whithersoever he went, so he might get what was with him, but availed not unto this, for that the idiot knew what was in his mind and was certified

that he spied upon him, [with intent to rob him]; so he kept watch over himself. Now, if the sharper had considered [the consequences of] haste and

that which is begotten of loss therefrom, he had not done thus. Nor," continued the vizier, "is this story, O king of the age, rarer or more

extraordinary or more diverting than the story of Khelbes and his wife and the learned man and that which befell between them.".161. King Jelyaad

of Hind and his Vizier Shimas: whereafter ensueth the History of King Wird Khan son of King Jelyaad and his Women and Viziers dcccxciz.? ? ? ?

? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother xxxii.Thereupon they all dismounted and putting off that which was upon them of harness of war,

came before El Abbas and tendered him allegiance and sued for his protection. So he held his hand from them and bade them gather together the

spoils. Then he took the riches and the slaves and the camels, and they all became his liege-men and his retainers, to the number (according to that

which is said) of fifty thousand horse. Moreover, the folk heard of him and flocked to him from all sides; whereupon he divided [the spoil amongst

them] and gave gifts and abode thus three days, and there came presents to him. Then he bade set out for Akil's abiding-place; so they fared on six

days and on the seventh day they came in sight of the camp. El Abbas bade his man Aamir forego him and give Akil the glad news of his cousin's

coming. So he rode on to the camp and going in to Akil, gave him the glad news of Zuheir's slaughter and the conquest of his tribe..As they were

thus in the enjoyment of all that in most delicious of easance and delight, and indeed the wine was sweet to them and the talk pleasant, behold,

there came a knocking at the door. So the master of the house went out, that he might see what was to do, and found ten men of the Khalif's

eunuchs at the door. When he saw this, he was amazed and said to them, "What is to do?" Quoth they, "The Commander of the Faithful saluteth

thee and requireth of thee the slave-girl whom thou hast for sale and whose name is Sitt el Milah." By Allah," answered the other, "I have sold her."

And they said, "Swear by the head of the Commander of the Faithful that she is not in thy dwelling." He made oath that he had sold her and that she

was no longer at his disposal; but they paid no *need to his word and forcing their way into the house, found the damsel and the young Damascene

in the sitting-chamber. So they laid hands upon her, and the youth said, "This is my slave-girl, whom I have bought with my money." But they

hearkened not to his speech and taking her, carried her off to the Commander of the Faithful..To return to the king's daughter of whom the prince

went in quest and on whose account he was slain. She had been used to look out from the top of her palace and gaze on the youth and on his beauty

and grace; so she said to her slave-girl one day, 'Harkye! What is come of the troops that were encamped beside my palace?' Quoth the maid, 'They

were the troops of the youth, the king's son of the Persians, who came to demand thee in marriage, and wearied himself on thine account, but thou

hadst no compassion on him.' 'Out on thee!' cried the princess. 'Why didst thou not tell me?' And the damsel answered, 'I feared thy wrath.' Then

she sought an audience of the king her father and said to him, 'By Allah, I will go in quest of him, even as he came in quest of me; else should I not

do him justice.'.30. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin dxxxii.When the Khalif heard this, he said, "By Allah, O Jerir, Omar possesseth but a

hundred dirhems." (66) [And he cried out to his servant, saying,] "Ho, boy! give them to him." Moreover, he gave him the ornaments of his sword;

and Jerir went forth to the [other] poets, who said to him, "What is behind thee?" (67) And he answered, "A man who giveth to the poor and

denieth the poets, and I am well-pleased with him." (68).The king marvelled, he and his company, and praised God the Most High for that he had

come thither; after which he turned to the eunuch and said to him, 'What is this youth thou hast with thee?' 'O king,' answered he, 'this is the son of

a nurse who belonged to us and we left him little. I saw him to-day and his mother said to me, 'Take him with thee.' So I brought him with me, that

he might be a servant to the king, for that he is an adroit and quickwitted youth.' Then the king fared on, he and his company, and the eunuch and

the youth with them, what while he questioned the former of Belehwan and his dealing with his subjects, and he answered, saying, 'As thy head

liveth, O king, the folk with him are in sore straits and not one of them desireth to look on him, gentle or simple.'.O thou that questionest the lily of

its scent, ii. 256..When it was eventide, the king summoned the vizier and bade him tell the [promised] story, "Hearkening and obedience,"

answered he. "Know, O king, that.Then he turned back, pondering upon that sleeping youth, and coming to him, as he slept, lighted down from his
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horse and sat down by him. He fixed his eyes upon his face and considered him awhile and said in himself, 'For aught I know, this youth may be

Melik Shah.' And he fell a-hemming and saying, 'Harkye, O youth!' Whereupon the sleeper awoke and sat up; and the eunuch said to him, 'Who is

thy father in this village and where is thy dwelling?' The youth sighed and answered, 'I am a stranger;' and the eunuch said, 'From what land art

thou and who is thy father?' Quoth the other, 'I am from such a land,' and the eunuch ceased not to question him and he to answer him, till he was

certified of him and knew him. So he rose and embraced him and kissed him and wept over his case. Moreover, he told him that he was going

about in quest of him and informed him that he was come privily from the king his mother's husband and that his mother would be content [to

know] that he was alive and well, though she saw him not..Now thieves had followed him, so they might rob him of his good, but availed not unto

aught; wherefore he went up to the old woman and kissed her head and exceeded in munificence to her. Then she [warned him of that which

awaited strangers entering the town and] said to him, 'I like not this for thee and I fear mischief for thee from these questions that the vizier hath

appointed for the confrontation of the ignorant.' And she expounded to him the case according to its fashion. Then said she to him, 'But have no

concern: only carry me with thee to thy lodging, and if he question thee of aught, whilst I am with thee, I will expound the answers to thee.' Se he

carried her with him to the city and established her in his lodging and entreated her kindly..When Tuhfeh heard this, it was grievous to her and she

wept sore; whereupon quoth the head to her, 'The relief of God the Most High is near at hand; but now let me hear somewhat of thy speech.' So she

took the lute and sang three songs, weeping the while. 'By Allah,' said the head, 'thou hast been bountiful to me, may God be with thee!' Then it

disappeared and the season of sundown came. So she arose [and betook herself] to her place [in the hall]; whereupon the candles rose up from

under the earth and kindled themselves. Then the kings of the Jinn appeared and saluted her and kissed her hands and she saluted them. Presently,

up came Kemeriyeh and her three sisters and saluted Tuhfeh and sat down; whereupon the tables were brought and they ate. Then the tables were

removed and there came the wine-tray and the drinking-service. So Tuhfeh took the lute and one of the three queens filled the cup and signed to

Tuhfeh [to sing]. Now she had in her hand a violet; so Tuhfeh sang the following verses:.King (The Unjust) and the Tither, i. 273..? ? ? ? ? Whenas

the couriers came with news of thee, how fair Thou wast and sweet and how thy visage shone with light,.The old man laughed at her speech and

her verses pleased him. Then said she to him, "I desire of thee a lute." (38) So he arose and brought her a piece of firewood. Quoth she, "What is

that?" And he said, "Didst thou not bid me bring thee wood?" "I do not want this," answered she, and he rejoined, "What then is it that is called

wood, other than this?" She laughed and said, "The lute is an instrument of music, whereunto I sing." Quoth he, "Where is this thing found and of

whom shall I get it for thee?" And she said, "Of him who gave thee the wine." So he arose and betaking himself to his neighbour the Jew, said to

him, "Thou favouredst us aforetime with the wine; so now complete thy favours and look me out a thing called a lute, to wit, an instrument for

singing; for that she seeketh this of me and I know it not" "Hearkening and obedience," replied the Jew and going into his house, brought him a

lute. [The old man took it and carried it to Sitt el Milah,] whilst the Jew took his drink and sat by a window adjoining the other's house, so he might

hear the singing..Then they went to the youth and said to him, 'Know that the king thanketh thee for thy dealing yesternight and exceedeth in

[praise of] thy good deed;' and they prompted him to do the like again. So, when the next night came, the king abode on wake; watching the youth;

and as for the latter, he went to the door of the pavilion and drawing his sword, stood in the doorway. When the king saw him do thus, he was sore

disquieted and bade seize him and said to him, 'Is this my requital from thee? I showed thee favour more than any else and thou wouldst do with me

this vile deed.' Then arose two of the king's servants and said to him, 'O our lord, if thou command it, we will strike off his head.' But the king said,

'Haste in slaying is a vile thing, for it (107) is a grave matter; the quick we can slay, but the slain we cannot quicken, and needs must we look to the

issue of affairs. The slaying of this [youth] will not escape us.' (108) Therewith he bade imprison him, whilst he himself returned [to the city] and

despatching his occasions, went forth to the chase..They cut their bonds and poured wine into their gullets, till they came to themselves, when the

king looked at the eunuch and recognizing him, said, 'Harkye, such an one!' 'Yes, O my lord the king,' replied the man and prostrated himself to

him; whereat the king marvelled with an exceeding wonder and said to him, 'How earnest thou to this place and what hath befallen thee?" Quoth

the eunuch, 'I went and took out the treasure and brought it hither; but the [evil] eye was behind me and I unknowing. So the thieves took us alone

here and seized the money and cast us into this pit, so we might die of hunger, even as they had done with other than we; but God the Most High

sent thee, in pity to us.'.? ? ? ? ? For those whom we cherish are parted and gone; They have left us in torment to pine for dismay..When the night

came, the king sat in his privy chamber and sending after the vizier, sought of him the promised story; and he said, "Know, O august king, that.? ? ?

? ? Whenas the fire of passion flamed in my breast, with tears, Upon the day of wailing, to quench it I was fain..On the fourth day, all the troops

and the people of the realm assembled together to the [supposed] king and standing at his gate, craved leave to enter. Selma bade admit them; so

they entered and paid her the service of the kingship and gave her joy of her brother's safe return. She bade them do suit and service to Selim, and

they consented and paid him homage; after which they kept silence awhile, so they might hear what the king should command. Then said Selma,

'Harkye, all ye soldiers and subjects, ye know that ye enforced me to [accept] the kingship and besought me thereof and I consented unto your

wishes concerning my investment [with the royal dignity]; and I did this [against my will]; for know that I am a woman and that I disguised myself

and donned man's apparel, so haply my case might be hidden, whenas I lost my brother. But now, behold, God hath reunited me with my brother,

and it is no longer lawful to me that I be king and bear rule over the people, and I a woman; for that there is no governance for women, whenas men

are present. Wherefore, if it like you, do ye set my brother on the throne of the kingdom, for this is he; and I will busy myself with the worship of
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God the Most High and thanksgiving [to Him] for my reunion with my brother. Or, if it like you, take your kingship and invest therewith whom ye

will.'.110. King Shah Bekhi and his Vizier Er Rehwan dccclxxxv.39. Abou Mohammed the Lazy dlviii.?THE SEVENTH OFFICER'S STORY..So

she did this and fair fortune aided her and the Divine favour was vouchsafed unto her and she discovered her intent to her father, who forbade her

therefrom, fearing her slaughter. However, she repeated her speech to him a second and a third time, but he consented not. Then he cited unto her a

parable, that should deter her, and she cited him a parable in answer to his, and the talk was prolonged between them and the adducing of instances,

till her father saw that he availed not to turn her from her purpose and she said to him, 'Needs must I marry the king, so haply I may be a sacrifice

for the children of the Muslims; either I shall turn him from this his heresy or I shall die.' When the vizier despaired of dissuading her, he went up

to the king and acquainted him with the case, saying, 'I have a daughter and she desireth to give herself to the king.' Quoth the king, 'How can thy

soul consent unto this, seeing that thou knowest I lie but one night with a girl and when I arise on the morrow, I put her to death, and it is thou who

slayest her, and thou hast done this again and again?' 'Know, O king,' answered the vizier, 'that I have set forth all this to her, yet consented she not

unto aught, but needs must she have thy company and still chooseth to come to thee and present herself before thee, notwithstanding that I have

cited to her the sayings of the sages; but she hath answered me to the contrary thereof with more than that which I said to her.' And the king said,

'Bring her to me this night and to-morrow morning come thou and take her and put her to death; and by Allah, an thou slay her not, I will slay thee

and her also!'.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.So the vizier returned to the king and said to him, "Verily, this youth hath merited

grievous punishment, after abundance of bounty [bestowed on him], and it may not be that a bitter kernel should ever become sweet; but, as for the

woman, I am certified that there is no fault in her." Then he repeated to the king the story which he had taught the queen, which when Azadbekht

heard, he rent his clothes and bade fetch the youth. So they brought him and stationed him before the king, who let bring the headsman, and the

folk all fixed their eyes upon the youth, so they might see what the king should do with him..? ? ? ? ? Alack, my grief! Thou wast, indeed, grown

absent from my yiew, Yet art the apple of mine eye nor couldst from me divide..Now the old woman had heard from the folk of the lady who gave

alms to the sick, and indeed [the news of] her bounties reached both poor and rich; so she arose and bringing out Selim to the door of her house,

laid him on a mat and wrapped him in a mantle and sat over against him. Presently, it befell that the charitable lady passed by them, which when

the old woman saw, she rose to her and offered up prayers for her, saying, 'O my daughter, O thou to whom pertain goodness and beneficence and

charity and almsdoing, know that this young man is a stranger, and indeed want and vermin and hunger and nakedness and cold slay him.' When

the lady heard this, she gave her alms of that which was with her; and indeed her heart inclined unto Selim, [but she knew him not for her

husband]..Meanwhile, news was brought that Khorassan had been conquered; (23) whereupon Er Reshid rejoiced and bade decorate Baghdad and

release all who were in the prisons, giving each of them a dinar and a dress. So Jaafer addressed himself to the decoration of the city and bade his

brother El Fezl ride to the prison and clothe and release the prisoners. El Fezl did his brother's bidding and released all but the young Damascene,

who abode still in the Prison of Blood, saying, "There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Sublime! Verily, we are God's and

to Him we return." Then said El Fezl to the gaoler, "Is there any prisoner left in the prison?" "No," answered he, and El Fezl was about to depart,

when Noureddin called out to him from within the prison, saying, "O my lord, tarry, for there remaineth none in the prison other than I and indeed I

am oppressed. This is a day of clemency and there is no disputing concerning it." El Fezl bade release him; so they set him free and he gave him a

dress and a dinar. So the young man went out, bewildered and knowing not whither he should go, for that he had abidden in the prison nigh a year

and indeed his condition was changed and his favour faded, and he abode walking and turning round, lest El Muradi should come upon him and

cast him into another calamity..Like the full moon she shows upon a night of fortune fair, iii. 191..? ? ? ? ? In my soul the fire of yearning and

affliction rageth aye; Lo, I burn with love and longing; nought in answer can I say..? ? ? ? ? u. Prince Behram of Persia and the Princess Ed Detma

dxcvii.? ? ? ? ? d. The Fourth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclix.? ? ? ? ? p. The Foxes and the Wolf dccccxxi.Sharper and the Merchant, The, ii.

46.? ? ? ? ? Light of mine eyes, my hope, my wish, my thirsting eyes With looking on thy face can never sate their drought..So saying, he sprang to

his feet and catching up the thigh-bone of one of the dead, cried out at the top of his voice, saying, 'O ye dead, take them!' And he smote one of

them, whilst his comrade [El Merouzi] smote another and they cried out at them and buffeted them on the napes of their necks; whereupon the

thieves left that which was with them of plunder and fled; and indeed their wits forsook them [for terror] and they stayed not in their flight till they

came forth of the Magians' burial-ground and left it a parasang's length behind them, when they halted, trembling and affrighted for the soreness of

that which had betided them of fear and amazement at the dead..When the king heard this, his mind was occupied [with the story he had heard and

that which the vizier promised him], and he bade the latter depart to his own house..Officer's Story, The First, ii. 122..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Old

Man's Story viii.35. Isaac of Mosul's Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif Mamoun dxl.Prince Bihzad, Story of, i. 99..? ? ? ? ? Would he were not, who

sundered us upon the parting-day! How many a body hath he slain, how many a bone laid bare!.?STORY OF THE CREDULOUS HUSBAND.? ?

? ? ? Your water I'll leave without drinking, for there Too many already have drunken whilere..Then she folded the letter and giving it to her

slave-girl, bade her carry it to El Abbas and bring back his answer thereto. Accordingly, Shefikeh took the letter and carried it to the prince, after

the doorkeeper had sought leave of him to admit her. When she came in to him, she found with him five damsels, as they were moons, clad in

[rich] apparel and ornaments; and when he saw her, he said to her, "What is thine occasion, O handmaid of good?" So she put out her hand to him

with the letter, after she had kissed it, and he bade one of his slave-girls receive it from her. Then he took it from the girl and breaking it open, read
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it and apprehended its purport; whereupon "We are God's and to Him we return!" exclaimed he and calling for ink- horn and paper, wrote the

following verses:.I was once an officer in the household of the Amir Jemaleddin El Atwesh El Mujhidi, who was invested with the governance of

the Eastern and Western districts, (107) and I was dear to his heart and he concealed from me nought of that which he purposed to do; and withal

he was master of his reason. (108) It chanced one day that it was reported to him that the daughter of such an one had wealth galore and raiment

and jewels and she loved a Jew, whom every day she invited to be private with her, and they passed the day eating and drinking in company and he

lay the night with her. The prefect feigned to give no credence to this story, but one night he summoned the watchmen of the quarter and

questioned them of this. Quoth one of them, "O my lord, I saw a Jew enter the street in question one night; but know not for certain to whom he

went in." And the prefect said, "Keep thine eye on him henceforth and note what place he entereth." So the watchman went out and kept his eye on

the Jew..? ? ? ? ? Lo under my command the land of Yemen is And trenchant is my sword against the foe in fight..Thereupon the folk all cried out,

saying, 'We accept him to king over us!' And they did him suit and service and gave him joy of the kingship. So the preachers preached in his name

(76) and the poets praised him; and he lavished gifts upon the troops and the officers of his household and overwhelmed them with favours and

bounties and was prodigal to the people of justice and equitable dealings and goodly usance and polity. When he had accomplished this much of his

desire, he caused bring forth the cook and his household to the divan, but spared the old woman who had tended him, for that she had been the

cause of his deliverance. Then they assembled them all without the town and he tormented the cook and those who were with him with all manner

of torments, after which he put him to death on the sorriest wise and burning him with fire, scattered his ashes abroad in the air..After a few days,

his brother returned and finding him healed of his sickness, said to him, 'Tell me, O my brother, what was the cause of thy sickness and thy pallor,

and what is the cause of the return of health to thee and of rosiness to thy face after this?' So he acquainted him with the whole case and this was

grievous to him; but they concealed their affair and agreed to leave the kingship and fare forth pilgrim-wise, wandering at a venture, for they

deemed that there had befallen none the like of this which had befallen them. [So they went forth and wandered on at hazard] and as they

journeyed, they saw by the way a woman imprisoned in seven chests, whereon were five locks, and sunken in the midst of the salt sea, under the

guardianship of an Afrit; yet for all this that woman issued forth of the sea and opened those locks and coming forth of those chests, did what she

would with the two brothers, after she had circumvented the Afrit..? ? ? ? ? d. The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the Poor

Old Man dcccxcii.When Belekhsha had made an end of her verses, all present were moved to delight and El Abbas said to her, "Well done, O

damsel!" Then he bade the fifth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the land of Syria and her name was Rihaneh; she was

surpassing of voice and when she appeared in an assembly, all eyes were fixed upon her. So she came forward and taking the rebeck (for that she

was used to play upon [all manner] instruments) improvised and sang the following verses:.When they came to the palace, King Shehriyar

commanded to spread the tables with beasts roasted [whole] and sweetmeats and all manner viands and bade the crier make proclamation to the

folk that they should come up to the Divan and eat and drink and that this should be a means of reconciliation between him and them. So great and

small came up unto him and they abode on that wise, eating and drinking, seven days with their nights. Then the king shut himself up with his

brother and acquainted him with that which had betided him with the vizier's daughter [Shehrzad] in those three years [which were past] and told

him what he had heard from her of saws and parables and chronicles and pleasant traits and jests and stories and anecdotes and dialogues and

histories and odes and verses; whereat King Shahzeman marvelled with the utterest of marvel and said, "Fain would I take her younger sister to

wife, so we may be two own brothers to two own sisters, and they on likewise be sisters unto us; for that the calamity which befell me was the

means of the discovering of that which befell thee and all this time of three years past I have taken no delight in woman, save that I lie each night

with a damsel of my kingdom, and when I arise in the morning, I put her to death; but now I desire to marry thy wife's sister Dinarzad.".? ? ? ? ?

Lo, in my heart the heat of every heart burns high And in mine eyes unite the tears of every eye..4. The Three Apples lxviii.? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest

Lady's Story lxiii.Then came her brother to him and said, "O Firouz, an thou wilt not acquaint me with the reason of thine anger against thy wife,

come and plead with us before the king." Quoth he, "If ye will have me plead with you, I will do so." So they went to the king and found the cadi

sitting with him; whereupon quoth the damsel's brother, "God assist our lord the cadi! I let this man on hire a high-walled garden, with a well in

good case and trees laden with fruit; but he beat down its walls and ruined its well and ate its fruits, and now he desireth to return it to me." The

cadi turned to Firouz and said to him, "What sayst thou, O youth?" And he answered, "Indeed, I delivered him the garden in the goodliest of case."

So the cadi said to the brother, "Hath he delivered thee the garden, as he saith?" And the other replied, "No; but I desire to question him of the

reason of his returning it." Quoth the cadi, "What sayst thou, O youth?" And Firouz answered, "I returned it in my own despite, for that I entered it

one day and saw the track of the lion; wherefore I feared lest, if I entered it again, the lion should devour me. So that which I did, I did of reverence

to him and for fear of him.".So he went out to them and questioned them of their case, whereupon, "Return to thy lord," answered they, "and

question him of Prince El Abbas, if he have come unto him, for that he left his father King El Aziz a full-told year agone, and indeed longing for

him troubleth the king and he hath levied a part of his army and his guards and is come forth in quest of his son, so haply he may light upon tidings

of him." Quoth the eunuch, "Is there amongst you a brother of his or a son?" "Nay, by Allah!" answered they. "But we are all his mamelukes and

the boughten of his money, and his father El Aziz hath despatched us to make enquiry of him. So go thou to thy lord and question him of the prince

and return to us with that which he shall answer you." "And where is King El Aziz?" asked the eunuch; and they replied, "He is encamped in the
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Green Meadow." (96).Man who was lavish of House and Victual to One whom he knew not, The, i 293..Two Kings and the Vizier's Daughters,

The, iii. 145.When those who were present heard this, they kissed the earth before him and offered up prayers for him and for the damsel Shehrzad,

and the vizier thanked her. Then Shehriyar made an end of the session in all weal, whereupon the folk dispersed to their dwelling-places and the

news was bruited abroad that the king purposed to marry the vizier's daughter Shehrzad. Then he proceeded to make ready the wedding gear, and

[when he had made an end of his preparations], he sent after his brother King Shahzeman, who came, and King Shehriyar went forth to meet him

with the troops. Moreover, they decorated the city after the goodliest fashion and diffused perfumes [from the censing-vessels] and [burnt]

aloes-wood and other perfumes in all the markets and thoroughfares and rubbed themselves with saffron, what while the drums beat and the flutes

and hautboys sounded and it was a notable day..? ? ? ? ? Life with our loves was grown serene, estrangement was at end: Our dear ones all delight

of love vouchsafed to us elate,.? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his Vizier's Wife dlxxviii.Then the thieves addressed themselves to sharing their booty and

presently fell out concerning a sword that was among the spoil, who should take it. Quoth the captain, 'Methinks we were better prove it; so, if it be

good, we shall know its worth, and if it be ill, we shall know that.' And they said, 'Try it on this dead man, for he is fresh.' So the captain took the

sword and drawing it, poised it and brandished it; but, when Er Razi saw this, he made sure of death and said in himself, 'I have borne the washing

and the boiling water and the pricking with the knife and the grave and its straitness and all this [beating], trusting in God that I might be delivered

from death, and [hitherto] I have been delivered; but, as for the sword, I may not brook that, for but one stroke of it, and I am a dead man.'.? ? ? ? ?

c. The Sparrow and the Eagle clii.Now this island is under the Equinoctial line; its night is still twelve hours and its day the like. Its length is

fourscore parasangs and its breadth thirty, and it is a great island, stretching between a lofty mountain and a deep valley. This mountain is visible at

a distance of three days' journey and therein are various kinds of jacinths and other precious stones and metals of all kinds and all manner

spice-trees, and its soil is of emery, wherewith jewels are wrought. In its streams are diamonds, and pearls are in its rivers. (208) I ascended to its

summit and diverted myself by viewing all the marvels therein, which are such as beggar description; after which I returned to the king and sought

of him permission to return to my own country. He gave me leave, after great pressure, and bestowed on me abundant largesse from his treasuries.

Moreover, he gave me a present and a sealed letter and said to me, 'Carry this to the Khalif Haroun er Reshid and salute him for us with abundant

salutation.' And I said, 'I hear and obey.'.There was once of old time a foolish, ignorant man, who had wealth galore, and his wife was a fair

woman, who loved a handsome youth. The latter used to watch for her husband's absence and come to her, and on this wise he abode a long while.

One day, as the woman was private with her lover, he said to her, 'O my lady and my beloved, if thou desire me and love me, give me possession of

thyself and accomplish my need in thy husband's presence; else will I never again come to thee nor draw near thee, what while I abide on life.' Now

she loved him with an exceeding love and could not brook his separation an hour nor could endure to vex him; so, when she heard his words, she

said to him, ['So be it,] in God's name, O my beloved and solace of mine eyes, may he not live who would vex thee!' Quoth he, 'To-day?' And she

said, 'Yes, by thy life,' and appointed him of this..21. Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets ccccxxxii.? ? ? ? ? So, O Aamir, haste thy going, e'en as I

do, so may I Heal my sickness and the draining of the cup of love essay;.? ? ? ? ? How oft of dole have I made moan for love and longing pain,

What while my body for desire in mortal peril went!.Me, till I stricken was therewith, to love thou didst excite, iii. 113.So he repaired to the vizier

and repeated to him the answer; and he marvelled at its justness and said to him, 'Go; by Allah, I will ask thee no more questions, for thou with thy

skill marrest my foundation.' (233) Then he entreated him friendly and the merchant acquainted him with the affair of the old woman; whereupon

quoth the vizier, 'Needs must the man of understanding company with those of understanding.' Thus did this weak woman restore to that man his

life and good on the easiest wise. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the credulous husband.".When the evening

evened, the king let call his vizier and he presented himself before him, whereupon he required of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So he

said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king. that.96. Ali ben Tahir and the Girl Mounis dclxxxviii.When El Abbas heard Hudheifeh's

challenge and saw Saad in this case, he came up to the latter and said to him, "Wilt thou give me leave to reply to him and I will stand thee in stead

in the answering of him and the going forth to battle with him and will make myself thy sacrifice?" Saad looked at him and seeing valour shining

from between his eyes, said to him, "O youth, by the virtue of the Chosen [Prophet,] (whom God bless and keep,) tell me [who thou art and]

whence thou comest to our succour." "This is no place for questioning," answered the prince; and Saad said to him, "O champion, up and at

Hudheifeh! Yet, if his devil prove too strong for thee, afflict not thyself in thy youth." (71) Quoth El Abbas, "It is of Allah that help is to be

sought," (72) and taking his arms, fortified his resolution and went down [into the field], as he were a castle of the castles or a piece of a

mountain..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. The Merchant and the Parrot xiv.Quoth the king, "O Saad, fetch him to me, for indeed thou describest to me a

masterful man." (76) And he answered, saying, "By Allah, O my lord, hadst thou but seen our case with Hudheifeh, what while he challenged me

to the field of war and the stead of thrusting and smiting and I held back from doing battle with him! Then, whenas I thought to go forth to him,

behold, a cavalier gave loose to his bridle-rein and called out to me, saying, 'O Saad, wilt thou suffer me to fill thy room in waging war with him

and I will ransom thee with myself?' And I said, 'By Allah, O youth, whence cometh thou?' Quoth he, 'This is no time for thy questions.'" Then he

recounted to the king all that had passed between himself and El Abbas from first to last; whereupon quoth Ins ben Cais, "Bring him to me in haste,

so we may learn his tidings and question him of his case." "It is well," answered Saad, and going forth of the king's presence, repaired to his own

house, where he put off his harness of war and took rest for himself..Now this vizier had many enemies, who envied him his high place and still
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sought to do him hurt, but found no way thereunto, and God, in His fore-knowledge and His fore-ordinance from time immemorial, decreed that

the king dreamt that the Vizier Er Rehwan gave him a fruit from off a tree and he ate it and died. So he awoke, affrighted and troubled, and when

the vizier had presented himself before him [and withdrawn] and the king was alone with those in whom he trusted, he related to them his dream

and they counselled him to send for the astrologers and interpreters [of dreams] and commended to him a sage, for whose skill and wisdom they

vouched. So the king sent for him and entreated him with honour and made him draw near to himself. Now there had been private with the sage in

question a company of the vizier's enemies, who besought him to slander the vizier to the king and counsel him to put him to death, in

consideration of that which they promised him of wealth galore; and he agreed with them of this and told the king that the vizier would slay him in

the course of the [ensuing] month and bade him hasten to put him to death, else would he surely slay him..When Er Reshid heard this, he was sore

chagrined and waxed exceeding wroth and said, "Shall this happen in a city wherein I am?" And the Hashimi vein (42) started out between his

eyes. Then he bade fetch Jaafer, and when he came before him, he acquainted him with the matter and said to him, "Shall this come to pass in my

city and I have no news of it?" Then he bade Jaafer fetch all whom the young Damascene had named [as having maltreated him], and when they

came, he let smite off their heads. Moreover, he summoned him whom they called Ahmed and who had been the means of the young man's

deliverance a first time and a second, and thanked him and showed him favour and bestowed on him a sumptuous dress of honour and invested him

with the governance over his city. (43).They lighted down without the place and when they arose in the morning, they saw a populous and goodly

city, fair of seeming and great, abounding in trees and streams and fruits and wide of suburbs. So the young man said to his sister Selma, 'Abide

thou here in thy place, till I enter the city and examine it and make assay of its people and seek out a place which we may buy and whither we may

remove. If it befit us, we will take up our abode therein, else will we take counsel of departing elsewhither.' Quoth she, 'Do this, trusting in the

bounty of God (to whom belong might and majesty) and in His blessing.'.? ? ? ? ? j. The Two Kings dccccix.Money-Changer and the Ass, The

Sharpers, the, ii. 41..Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth, iii. 203..? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his Vizier's Wife dcccclxxx.When it was the third

day, the third vizier came in to the king and said to him, "O king, delay not the affair of this youth, for that his deed hath caused us fall into the

mouths of the folk, and it behoveth that thou slay him presently, so the talk may be estopped from us and it be not said, 'The king saw on his bed a

man with his wife and spared him.'"* The king was chagrined by this speech and bade bring the youth. So they brought him in shackles, and indeed

the king's anger was roused against him by the speech of the vizier and he was troubled; so he said to him, "O base of origin, thou hast dishonoured

us and marred our repute, and needs must I do away thy life from the world." Quoth the youth, "O king, make use of patience in all thine affairs, so

wilt thou attain thy desire, for that God the Most High hath appointed the issue of patience [to be] in abounding good, and indeed by patience Abou

Sabir ascended from the pit and sat down upon the throne." "Who was Abou Sabir," asked the king, "and what is his story?" And the youth

answered, saying, "O king,.It is as the jasmine, when it I espy, ii. 236.."Out on thee!" exclaimed the king. "How great is thy craft and thy talk! Tell

me, what was their story." And the youth said, "O king,.The folk marvelled at this story with the utmost wonderment and the seventh officer said,

'There befell me in Alexandria the [God-]guarded a marvellous thing, [and it was that one told me the following story].
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