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Then he turned to the woman and said to her, 'And thou, what sayst thou?' So she expounded to him her case and recounted to him all that had
betided her and her husband, first and last, up to the time when they took up their abode with the old man and woman who dwelt on the sea-shore.
Then she set out that which the Magian had practised on her of knavery and how he had carried her off in the ship and all that had betided her of
humiliation and torment, what while the cadis and judges and deputies hearkened to her speech. When the king heard the last of his wife's story, he
said, 'Verily, there hath betided thee a grievous matter; but hast thou knowledge of what thy husband did and what came of his affair?' 'Nay, by
Allah,' answered she; 'I have no knowledge of him, save that I leave him no hour unremembered in fervent prayer, and never, whilst I live, will he
cease to be to me the father of my children and my father's brother's son and my flesh and my blood.' Then she wept and the king bowed his head,
whilst his eyes brimmed over with tears at her story..? ? ? ? ? a. The Ox and the Ass.When her people arose in the morning and saw her not, they
sought her in the camp, but, finding her not and missing me also, doubted not but she had fled with me. Now she had four brothers, as they were
falcons, and they mounted and dispersed in quest of us. When the day dawned [on the fourth morning], the dog began to bark and the other dogs
answered him and coming to the mouth of the pit, stood howling to him. My wife's father, hearing the howling of the dogs, came up and standing at
the brink of the pit, [looked in and] beheld a marvel. Now he was a man of valour and understanding, an elder versed (62) in affairs so he fetched a
rope and bringing us both forth, questioned us of our case. I told him all that had betided and he abode pondering the affair..TABLE OF
CONTENTS OF THE CALCUTTA (1839-42).? ? ? ? ? i. The Credulous Husband dcccxcviii.When she heard their words, in the presence of the
folk, she said, 'Praise be to God, the King who availeth unto all things, and blessing upon His prophets and apostles!' Then quoth she [to the
assembly], ' Bear witness, O ye who are present, to these men's speech, and know that I am that woman whom they confess that they wronged.'
And she turned to her husband's brother and said to him, 'I am thy brother's wife and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He I) delivered
me from that whereinto thou castedst me of false accusation and suspect and from the frowardness whereof thou hast spoken, and [now] hath He
shown forth my innocence, of His bounty and generosity. Go, for thou art absolved of the wrong thou didst me.' Then she prayed for him and he
was made whole of his sickness..? ? ? ? ? Well-ground my polished sword is and thin and keen of edge And trenchant, eke, for smiting and long my
steel-barbed spear..?Story of the Prisoner and How God Gave Him Relief..INDEX TO THE NAMES OF THE "TALES FROM THE
ARABIC".?STORY OF THE JOURNEYMAN AND THE GIRL..? ? ? ? ? s. The Stolen Necklace dxcvi.The old man kissed his hand and went
away; whereupon quoth Er Reshid to him, 'O Ishac, who is yonder man and what is his occasion?' 'O my lord,' answered the other, 'this is a man
called Said the Slave-dealer, and he it is who buyeth us slave-girls and mamelukes. (169) He avoucheth that with him is a fair [slave-girl, a]
lutanist, whom he hath withheld from sale, for that he could not fairly sell her till he had shown her to me.' 'Let us go to him,' said the Khalif,'so we
may look on her, by way of diversion, and see what is in the slave-dealer's barrack of slave-girls.' And Ishac answered, 'Commandment belongeth
to God and to the Commander of the Faithful.' Then he went on before them and they followed in his track till they came to the slave-dealer's
barrack and found it high of building and spacious of continence, with sleeping-cells and chambers therein, after the number of the slave-girls, and
folk sitting upon the benches..? ? ? ? ? Make drink your usance in my company And flout the time that languishing doth go..One of the
good-for-noughts found himself one day without aught and the world was straitened upon him and his patience failed; so he lay down to sleep and
gave not over sleeping till the sun burnt him and the foam came out upon his mouth, whereupon he arose, and he was penniless and had not so
much as one dirhem. Presently, he came to the shop of a cook, who had set up therein his pans (9) [over the fire] and wiped his scales and washed
his saucers and swept his shop and sprinkled it; and indeed his oils (10) were clear (11) and his spices fragrant and he himself stood behind his
cooking-pots [waiting for custom]. So the lackpenny went up to him and saluting him, said to him, 'Weigh me half a dirhem's worth of meat and a
quarter of a dirhem's worth of kouskoussou (12) and the like of bread.' So the cook weighed out to him [that which he sought] and the lackpenny
entered the shop, whereupon the cook set the food before him and he ate till he had gobbled up the whole and licked the saucers and abode
perplexed, knowing not how he should do with the cook concerning the price of that which he had eaten and turning his eyes about upon
everything in the shop..? ? ? ? ? c. Story of the Chief of the Old Cairo Police dcv.El Abbas from Akil his stead is come again, iii. 108..? ? ? ? ?
Camphor itself to me doth testify And in my presence owns me white as snow..? ? ? ? ? O ye who have withered my heart and marred my hearing
and my sight, Desire and transport for your sake wax on me night and day..? ? ? ? ? Would we may live together and when we come to die, God
grant the death-sleep bring me within her tomb to lie!.? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story xvii.115. The Angel of Death and the King of the
Children of Israel cccclxiii.This story pleased King Shah Bekht and he marvelled thereat; but the vizier said to him, "This story is not more
extraordinary than that of the rich man who married his fair daughter to the poor old man." The king's mind was occupied with the [promised] story
and he bade the vizier withdraw to his lodging. So he [returned to his house and] abode there the rest of the night and the whole of the following
day..72. Haroun er Reshid and the three Girls ccclxxxvii.The Sixth Day.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? But if my wealth abound, of all I'm held in amity..?Story
of King Bihkerd..101. The Mad Lover ccccxi.Meinsoun drank off his cup and said to her, 'Well done, O perfect of attributes!' Then he signed to her
and was absent awhile, after which he returned and with him a tray of jewels worth an hundred thousand dinars, [which he gave to Tuhfeh]. So
Kemeriyeh arose and bade her slave-girl open the closet behind her, wherein she laid all that wealth. Then she delivered the key to Tuhfeh, saying,
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'All that cometh to thee of riches, lay thou in this closet that is by thy side, and after the festival, it shall be carried to thy palace on the heads of the
Jinn.' Tuhfeh kissed her hand, and another king, by name Munir, took the cup and filling it, said to her, 'O fair one, sing to me over my cup upon
the jasmine.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised the following verses:.2. The Fisherman and the Genie viii.? ? ? ? ? O Amir
of justice, be kind to thy subjects; For justice, indeed, of thy nature's a trait..? ? ? ? ? How oft of dole have I made moan for love and longing pain,
What while my body for desire in mortal peril went!.One day, another of my friends came to me and said 'A neighbour of mine hath invited me to
hear [music]. [And he would have me go with him;] but I said, 'I will not foregather with any one.' However, he prevailed upon me [to accompany
him]; so we repaired to the place and found there a man, who came to meet us and said, '[Enter,] in the name of God!' Then he pulled out a key and
opened the door, whereupon we entered and he locked the door after us. Quoth I, 'We are the first of the folk; but where are their voices?' (128)
'[They are] within the house,' answered he. 'This is but a privy door; so be not amazed at the absence of the folk.' And my friend said to me,
'Behold, we are two, and what can they avail to do with us?' [Then he brought us into the house,] and when we entered the saloon, we found it
exceeding desolate and repulsive of aspect Quoth my friend, 'We are fallen [into a trap]; but there is no power and no virtue save in God the Most
High, the Supreme!' And I said, 'May God not requite thee for me with good!'.? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the Cripple dccccx.So Aamir took the
water-skin and made for the water; but, when he came to the well, behold, two young men with gazelles, and when they saw him, they said to him,
"Whither wilt thou, O youth, and of which of the Arabs art thou?" "Harkye, lads," answered he, "fill me my water-skin, for that I am a stranger man
and a wayfarer and I have a comrade who awaiteth me." Quoth they, "Thou art no wayfarer, but a spy from El Akil's camp." Then they took him
and carried him to [their king] Zuheir ben Shebib; and when he came before him, he said to him, "Of which of the Arabs art thou?" Quoth Aamir,
"I am a wayfarer." And Zuheir said, "Whence comest thou and whither wilt thou?" "I am on my way to Akil," answered Aamir. When he named
Akil, those who were present were agitated; but Zuheir signed to them with his eyes and said to him, "What is thine errand with Akil?" Quoth he,
"We would fain see him, my friend and I.".? ? ? ? ? It chances whiles that the blind man escapes a pit, Whilst he who is clear of sight falls into it..I
marvel for that to my love I see thee now incline, iii. 112..? ? ? ? ? "What is the taste of love?" quoth one, and I replied, "Sweet water 'tis at first;
but torment lurks behind.".Meanwhile, she prayed to God the Most High that He would establish her innocence in the eyes of her husband and the
folk. So He sent down upon her husband's brother a sore disease and none knew a remedy for him; wherefore he said to his brother, ' In such a city
is a pious woman, a recluse, and her prayers are answered; so do thou carry me to her, that she may pray for me and God (to whom belong might
and majesty) may make me whole of this sickness.' Accordingly, he took him up and fared on with him, till they came to the village where dwelt
the old man, who had rescued the woman from the pit and carried her to his dwelling and tended her there, [till she recovered]..N.B.-The Roman
numerals denote the volume, the Arabic the page.Then I arose and fared on a day and a night, till I came to the house of my master, who saw me
pale and disfeatured for fear and hunger. He rejoiced in my return and said to me, 'By Allah, thou hast made my heart ache on thine account; for I
went and finding the tree torn up by the roots, doubted not but the elephants had destroyed thee. Tell me then how it was with thee.' So I told him
what had befallen me and he marvelled exceedingly and rejoiced, saying, 'Knowst thou where this hill is?' 'Yes, O my lord,' answered I. So he took
me up with him on an elephant and we rode till we came to the elephants' burial-place..? ? ? ? ? c. The Fishes and the Crab dcxi.He who
Mohammed sent, as prophet to mankind, i. 50..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? la. The Disciple's Story dcccci.The Second Night of the Month.? ? ? ? ? And all the
desert spaces devour, whilst to my rede, Or if in sport or earnest, (93) still Aamir giveth ear..Caution was the Cause of his Death, The Man whose, i
291..? ? ? ? ? a. The Cat and the Mouse dccoc.So the sharper took the two thousand dinars and made off; and when he was gone, the merchant said
to his friend, the [self-styled] man of wit and intelligence, 'Harkye, such an one! Thou and I are like unto the hawk and the locust.' 'What was their
case?' asked the other; and the merchant said,.Then they spread him a prayer-carpet and he prayed. Now he knew not how to pray and gave not
over bowing and prostrating himself, [till he had prayed the prayers] of twenty inclinations, (21) pondering in himself the while and saying, "By
Allah, I am none other than the Commander of the Faithful in very sooth! This is assuredly no dream, for all these things happen not in a dream."
And he was convinced and determined in himself that he was Commander of the Faithful; so he pronounced the Salutation (22) and made an end
(23) of his prayers; whereupon the slaves and slave-girls came round about him with parcels of silk and stuffs (24) and clad him in the habit of the
Khalifate and gave him the royal dagger in his hand. Then the chief eunuch went out before him and the little white slaves behind him, and they
ceased not [going] till they raised the curtain and brought him into the hall of judgment and the throne-room of the Khalifate. There he saw the
curtains and the forty doors and El Ijli and Er Recashi (25) and Ibdan and Jedim and Abou Ishac (26) the boon-companions and beheld swords
drawn and lions (27) encompassing [the throne] and gilded glaives and death-dealing bows and Persians and Arabs and Turks and Medes and folk
and peoples and Amirs and viziers and captains and grandees and officers of state and men of war, and indeed there appeared the puissance of the
house of Abbas (28) and the majesty of the family of the Prophet..? ? ? ? ? Saying, "Thy fill of union take; no spy is there on us, Whom we should
fear, nor yet reproach our gladness may abate.".? ? ? ? ? How many a king to me hath come, of troops and guards ensued, And Bactrian camels
brought with him, in many a laden line,.So she took the hundred dinars and the piece of silk and returned to her dwelling, rejoicing, and went in to
Aboulhusn and told him what had befallen, whereupon he arose and rejoiced and girt his middle and danced and took the hundred dinars and the
piece of silk and laid them up. Then he laid out Nuzhet el Fuad and did with her even as she had done with him; after which he rent his clothes and
plucked out his beard and disordered his turban [and went forth] and gave not over running till he came in to the Khalif, who was sitting in the hall
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of audience, and he in this plight, beating upon his breast. Quoth the Khalif to him, "What aileth thee, O Aboulhusn!" And he wept and said,
"Would thy boon-companion had never been and would his hour had never come!" "Tell me [thy case,]" said the Khalif; and Aboulhusn said, "O
my lord, may thy head outlive Nuzhet el Fuad!" Quoth the Khalif, "There is no god but God!" And he smote hand upon hand. Then he comforted
Aboulhusn and said to him, "Grieve not, for we will give thee a concubine other than she." And he bade the treasurer give him a hundred dinars and
a piece of silk. So the treasurer gave him what the Khalif bade him, and the latter said to him,"Go, lay her out and carry her forth and make her a
handsome funeral." So Aboulhusn took that which he had given him and returning to his house, rejoicing, went in to Nuzhet el Fuad and said to
her, "Arise, for the wish is accomplished unto us." So she arose and he laid before her the hundred dinars and the piece of silk, whereat she
rejoiced, and they added the gold to the gold and the silk to the silk and sat talking and laughing at one another..Ten Viziers, The, i. 61.Meanwhile
Shah Khatoun went in to the king's son and conceived by him and bore a son, as he were the resplendent moon. When Belehwan saw this that had
betided his brother, jealousy and envy overcame him; so he went in one night to his father's house and coming to his brother's lodging, saw the
nurse sleeping at the chamber-door, with the cradle before her and therein his brother's child asleep. Belehwan stood by him and fell to looking
upon his face, the radiance whereof was as that of the moon, and Satan insinuated himself into his heart, so that he bethought himself and said,
'Why is not this child mine? Indeed, I am worthier of him than my brother, [yea], and of the damsel and the kingship.' Then envy got the better of
him and anger spurred him, so that he took out a knife and setting it to the child's gullet, cut his throat and would have severed his windpipe..When
thou comest to the house, begin by searching the roofs; then search the closets and cabinets; and if thou find nought, humble thyself unto the Cadi
and make a show of abjection and feign thyself defeated, and after stand at the door and look as if thou soughtest a place wherein to make water,
for that there is a dark corner there. Then come forward, with a heart stouter than granite, and lay hold upon a jar of the jars and raise it from its
place. Thou wilt find under it the skirt of a veil; bring it out publicly and call the prefect in a loud voice, before those who are present. Then open it
and thou wilt find it full of blood, exceeding of redness, (103) and in it [thou wilt find also] a woman's shoes and a pair of trousers and somewhat of
linen." When I heard this from her, I rose to go out and she said to me, "Take these hundred dinars, so they may advantage thee; and this is my
guest-gift to thee." So I took them and bidding her farewell, returned to my lodging..Then said she to him, 'When the king saw him and questioned
thee of him, what saidst thou to him?' And he answered, 'I said to him, "This is the son of a nurse who belonged to us. We left him little and he
grew up; so I brought him, that he might be servant to the king,"' Quoth she, 'Thou didst well.' And she charged him to be instant in the service of
the prince. As for the king, he redoubled in kindness to the eunuch and appointed the youth a liberal allowance and he abode going in to the king's
house and coming out therefrom and standing in his service, and every day he grew in favour with him; whilst, as for Shah Khatoun, she used to
stand a-watch for him at the windows and balconies and gaze upon him, and she on coals of fire on his account, yet could she not speak..So the
youth obeyed his father's commandment and taking him, carried him to the slave-dealer and said to the latter, 'Sell me this old man.' Quoth the
dealer, 'Who will buy this fellow, and he a man of fourscore?' Then said he to the king, 'In what crafts dost thou excel?' Quoth he, 'I know the
quintessence of jewels and I know the quintessence of horses and that of men; brief, I know the quintessence of all things.' So the dealer took him
and went about, offering him for sale to the folk; but none would buy. Presently, up came the overseer of the [Sultan's] kitchen and said, 'What is
this man?' And the dealer answered, 'This is a slave for sale.' The cook marvelled at this and bought the king for ten thousand dirhems, after
questioning him of what he could do. Then he paid down the money and carried him to his house, but dared not employ him in aught of service; so
he appointed him an allowance, such as should suffice for his livelihood, and repented him of having bought him, saying, 'What shall I do with the
like of this fellow?'.?STORY OF THE CREDULOUS HUSBAND.The subscribers to my "Book of the Thousand Nights and One Night" and the
present "Tales from the Arabic" have now before them a complete English rendering (the first ever made) of all the tales contained in the four
printed (Arabic) Texts of the original work and I have, therefore, thought it well to add to this, the last Volume of my Translation, full Tables of
Contents of these latter, a comparison of which will show the exact composition of the different Editions and the particulars in which they differ
from one another, together with the manner in which the various stories that make up the respective collections are distributed over the Nights. In
each Table, the titles of the stories occurring only in the Edition of which it gives the contents are printed in Italics and each Tale is referred to the
number of the Night on which it is begun..150. The Rogueries of Delileh the Crafty and her Daughter Zeyneb the Trickstress dcxcviii.When the
Baghdadis saw this succour that had betided them against their enemies [and the victory that El Abbas had gotten them], they turned back and
gathering together the spoils [of the defeated host], arms and treasures and horses, returned to Baghdad, victorious, and all by the valour of El
Abbas. As for Saad, he foregathered with the prince, and they fared on in company till they came to the place where El Abbas had taken horse,
whereupon the latter dismounted from his charger and Saad said to him, "O youth, wherefore alightest thou in other than thy place? Indeed, thy due
is incumbent upon us and upon our Sultan; so go thou with us to the dwellings, that we may ransom thee with our souls." "O Amir Saad," replied El
Abbas, "from this place I took horse with thee and herein is my lodging. So, God on thee, name me not to the king, but make as if thou hadst never
seen me, for that I am a stranger in the land.".The Seventh Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? To God of all the woes I've borne I plain me, for I pine For
longing and lament, and Him for solace I entreat.When El Muradi heard of his release, he betook himself to the chief of the police and said to him,
"O our lord, we are not assured from yonder youth, [the Damascene], for that he hath been released from prison and we fear lest he complain of
us." Quoth the prefect, "How shall we do?" And El Muradi answered, saying, "I will cast him into a calamity for thee." Then he ceased not to
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follow the young Damascene from place to place till he came up with him in a strait place and a by-street without an issue; whereupon he accosted
him and putting a rope about his neck, cried out, saying, "A thief!" The folk flocked to him from all sides and fell to beating and reviling
Noureddin, whilst he cried out for succour, but none succoured him, and El Muradi still said to him, "But yesterday the Commander of the Faithful
released thee and to-day thou stealest!" So the hearts of the folk were hardened against him and El Muradi carried him to the master of police, who
bade cut off his hand..? ? ? ? ? The sable torrent of her locks falls down unto her hips; Beware the serpents of her curls, I counsel thee,
beware!.Then she told him the story of Anca, daughter of Behram Gour, with Anca, daughter of the wind, and described to him her dwelling-place
and her island, whereupon quoth Er Reshid, 'O Tuhfet es Sedr, (252) tell me of El Anca, daughter of Behram Gour; is she of the Jinn or of mankind
or of the birds? For this long time have I desired to find one who should tell me of her.' 'It is well, O Commander of the Faithful,' answered Tuhfeh.
'I asked the queen of this and she acquainted me with her case and told me who built her the palace.' Quoth Er Reshid, 'I conjure thee by Allah, tell
it me.' And Tuhfeh answered, 'It is well,' and proceeded to tell him. And indeed he was amazed at that which he heard from her and what she told
him and at that which she had brought back of jewels and jacinths of various colours and preciots stones of many kinds, such as amazed the
beholder and confounded thought and mind. As for this, it was the means of the enrichment of the Barmecides and the Abbasicles, and they abode
in their delight..? ? ? ? ? Beauty her appanage is grown in its entirety, And for this cause all hearts must bow to her arbitrament..9. Noureddin Ali
and the Damsel Ennis el Jelis clxxxi.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor ccliii.Bihkerd, Story of King, i. 121..WOMEN'S
CRAFT..When the king heard this, he said, "I will not isolate myself from the folk and slay my vizier." And he bade him depart to his dwelling..? ?
? ? ? Unto me the world's whole gladness is thy nearness and thy sight; All incumbent thy possession and thy love a law of right..? ? ? ? ? Drink of
the first-run wine, that shows as very flame it were, When from the pitcher 'tis outpoured, or ere the day appear..How many, in Yemameh,
dishevelled widows plain! i. 50..? ? ? ? ? o. The King's Son and the Merchant's Wife dccccxciii.?STORY OF THE OLD SHARPER..? ? ? ? ?
Whilere, the verses that I made it was thy wont to flout, Saying, "No passer by the way (105) hath part in me or mine..? ? ? ? ? How long shall I
anights distracted be for love Of thee? How long th' assaults of grief and woes abide?.Now the king's son was playing in the exercise-ground with
the ball and the mall, and the stone lit on his ear and cut it off, whereupon the prince fell down in a swoon. So they enquired who had thrown the
stone and [finding that it was Bihkerd,] took him and carried him before the prince, who bade put him to death. Accordingly, they cast the turban
from his head and were about to bind his eyes, when the prince looked at him and seeing him cropped of an ear, said to him, 'Except thou wert a
lewd fellow, thine ear had not been cut off.' 'Not so, by Allah!' answered Bihkerd. 'Nay, but the story [of the loss] of my ear is thus and thus, and I
pardoned him who smote me with an arrow and cut off my ear.' When the prince heard this, he looked in his face and knowing him, cried out and
said, 'Art thou not Bihkerd the king?' 'Yes,' answered he, and the prince said to him 'What bringeth thee here?' So he told him all that had betided
him and the folk marvelled and extolled the perfection of God the Most High..The company marvelled at this story and said all, 'Woe to the
oppressor!' Then came forward the sixteenth officer and said, 'And I also will tell you a marvellous story, and it is on this wise..? ? ? ? ? Suppose
for distraction he seek in the Spring and its blooms one day, The face of his loved one holds the only Spring for his eye..Then Iblis took the cup and
signed to Tuhfeh to sing; and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.When the king
heard this story, he deemed it pleasant and said, "This story is near unto that which I know and meseemeth I should do well to have patience and
hasten not to slay my vizier, so I may get of him the story of the king and his son." Then he gave the vizier leave to go away to his own house; so
he thanked him and abode in his house all that day..Peace on you, people of my troth! With peace I do you greet, ii. 224..? ? ? ? ? No rest is there
for me, no life wherein I may delight, Nor pleasant meat nor drink avails to please me, night or day..?A MERRY JEST OF A THIEF..The raft fared
on with me, running along the surface of the river, and entered into the inward of the mountain, where the light of day forsook me and I abode
dazed and stupefied, unknowing whither I went. Whenas I hungered, I ate a little of the victual I had with me, till it was all spent and I abode
expecting the mercy of the Lord of all creatures. (206) Presently I found myself in a strait [channel] in the darkness and my head rubbed against the
roof of the cave; and in this case I abode awhile, knowing not night from day, whilst anon the channel grew straiter and anon widened out; and
whenas my breast was straitened and I was confounded at my case, sleep took me and I knew neither little nor much..Presently, her brothers
returned, whereupon the old man acquainted them with the whole case and said to them, "O my sons, know that your sister purposed not aught but
good, and if ye slay this man, ye will earn abiding reproach and ye will wrong him, ay, and wrong yourselves and your sister, to boot; for indeed
there appeareth no cause [of offence] such as calleth for slaughter, and it may not be denied that this incident is a thing the like whereof may well
betide and that he may well have been baffled by the like of this chance." Then he turned to me and questioned me of my lineage; so I set forth to
him my genealogy and he said, "A man of equal rank, honourable [and] understanding." And he offered me [his daughter in] marriage. I consented
to him of this and marrying her, took up my abode with him and God the Most High hath opened on me the gates of weal and fortune, so that I am
become the most abounding in substance of the folk of the tribe; and He hath stablished me in that which He hath given me of His bounties.'.? ? ? ?
? Quoth Sherik, "On me be his warranty, may God assain the king!" So the Tai departed, after a term had been assigned him for his coming..? ? ? ?
? i. The Woman who made her Husband sift Dust dlxxxii.Therewithal the cook equipped his brother and freighting him a ship, embarked therein
merchandise. Then he committed Selim unto him and they set out and departed with the ship. God decreed them safety, so that they arrived [in due
course] at the first city [of the land of Hind], the which is known as El Mensoureh, and cast anchor there. Now the king of that city had died,
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leaving a daughter and a widow, who was the quickest-witted of women and gave out that the girl was a boy, so that the kingship might be
stablished unto them. The troops and the amirs doubted not but that the case was as she avouched and that the princess was a male child; so they
obeyed her and the queen mother took order for the matter and used to dress the girl in man's apparel and seat her on the throne of the kingship, so
that the folk might see her. Accordingly, the grandees of the kingdom and the chief officers of the realm used to go in to her and salute her and do
her service and go away, nothing doubting but she was a boy..? ? ? ? ? El Abbas from Akil his stead is come again; Prize hath he made of steeds
and many a baggage-train;.Accordingly, the trooper bought him a house near at hand and made therein an underground passage communicating
with his mistress's house. When he had accomplished his affair, the wife bespoke her husband as her lover had lessoned her and he went out to go
to the trooper's house, but turned back by the way, whereupon quoth she to him, 'By Allah, go forthright, for that my sister asketh of thee.' So the
dolt of a fuller went out and made for the trooper's house, whilst his wife forewent him thither by the secret passage, and going up, sat down beside
her lover. Presently, the fuller entered and saluted the trooper and his [supposed] wife and was confounded at the coincidence of the case. (230)
Then doubt betided him and he returned in haste to his dwelling; but she forewent him by the underground passage to her chamber and donning her
wonted clothes, sat [waiting] for him and said to him, 'Did I not bid thee go to my sister and salute her husband and make friends with them?'
Quoth he, 'I did this, but I misdoubted of my affair, when I saw his wife.' And she said, 'Did I not tell thee that she resembleth me and I her, and
there is nought to distinguish between us but our clothes? Go back to her.'.When the poor man heard the merchant's story, he became desirous of
marrying his daughter. So he took her to wife and was vouchsafed of her exceeding love. Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary
than that of the rich man and his wasteful heir.".Then she took leave of me and I of her, after I had strained her to my bosom and embraced her and
we had kissed awhile. So she went away and I abode expecting the appointed day, till it came, when I arose and went forth, intending for the
trysting-place; but a friend of mine met me by the way [and would have me go home with him. So I accompanied him to his house] and when I
came up [into his sitting-chamber] he locked the door on me and went forth to fetch what we might eat and drink. He was absent till mid-day, then
till the hour of afternoon-prayer, whereat I was sore disquieted. Then he was absent till sundown, and I was like to die of chagrin and impatience;
[and indeed he returned not] and I passed my night on wake, nigh upon death, for that the door was locked on me, and my soul was like to depart
my body on account of the tryst..? ? ? ? ? In the wide world no house thou hast, a homeless wanderer thou: To thine own place thou shall be borne,
an object for lament. (88).Tuhfeh entered the bath, after she had put off her clothes, and behold, the basin thereof was overlaid with gold set with
pearls and red rubies and green emeralds and other jewels; so she extolled the perfection of God the Most High and hallowed Him for the
magnificence of that which she saw of the attributes of that bath. Then she made her ablutions in that basin and pronouncing the Magnification of
Prohibition, (207) prayed the morning prayer and what else had escaped her of prayers; (208) after which she went out and walked in that garden
among jessamine and lavender and roses and camomile and gillyflowers and thyme and violets and sweet basil, till she came to the door of the
pavilion aforesaid and sat down therein, pondering that which should betide Er Reshid after her, whenas he should come to her pavilion and find
her not. She abode sunken in the sea of her solicitude, till presently sleep took her and she slept.Meanwhile the king said to his vizier, "How shall
we do in the matter of yonder youth, the Yemani, on whom we thought to confer largesse, but he hath largessed us with tenfold [our gift] and more,
and we know not if he be a sojourner with us or no?" Then he went into the harem and gave the rubies to his wife Afifeh, who said to him, "What is
the worth of these with thee and with [other] the kings?" And he answered, "They are not to be found save with the greatest of kings and none may
avail to price them with money." Quoth she, "Whence gottest thou them?" So he recounted to her the story of El Abbas from first to last, and she
said, "By Allah, the claims of honour are imperative on us and the king hath fallen short of his due; for that we have not seen him bid him to his
assembly, nor hath he seated him on his left hand.".It is said that the most extraordinary of that which happened to Er Reshid was as follows: His
brother El Hadi, (153) when he succeeded to the Khalifate, enquired of a seal-ring of great price, that had belonged to his father El Mehdi, (154)
and it came to his knowledge that Er Reshid had taken it. So he required it of the latter, who refused to give it up, and El Hadi insisted upon him,
but he still denied the seal-ring of the Khalifate. Now this was on the bridge [over the Tigris], and he threw the ring into the river. When El Hadi
died and Er Reshid succeeded to the Khalifate, he came in person to that bridge, with a seal-ring of lead, which he threw into the river at the same
place, and bade the divers seek it. So they did [his bidding] and brought up the first ring, and this was reckoned [an omen] of Er Reshid's good
fortune and [a presage of] the continuance of his reign. (155).Before I entered this corporation, (149) I had a draper's shop and there used to come
to me a man whom I knew not, save by his face, and I would give him what he sought and have patience with him, till he could pay me. One day, I
foregathered with certain of my friends and we sat down to drink. So we drank and made merry and played at Tab; (150) and we made one of us
Vizier and another Sultan and a third headsman..One of the host am I of lovers sad and sere, ii. 252..? ? ? ? ? After your loss, nor trace of me nor
vestige would remain, Did not the hope of union some whit my strength sustain..When the boy saw what the treasure-seeker had done with him he
committed his affair to God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) and abode perplexed concerning his case and said, 'How bitter is this
death!' For that indeed the world was darkened on him and the pit was blinded to him. So he fell a-weeping and saying, 'I was delivered from the
lion and the thieves and now is my death [appointed to be] in this pit, where I shall die lingeringly.' And he abode confounded and looked for
nothing but death. As he pondered [his affair], behold, he heard a sound of water running with a mighty noise; so he arose and walked in the pit,
following after the sound, till he came to a corner and heard the mighty running of water. So he laid his ear to the sound of the current and hearing
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it a great strength, said in himself, 'This is the running of a mighty water and needs must I die in this place, be it to-day or to-morrow; so I will cast
myself into the water and not die a lingering death in this pit.'
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