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? ? ? ? ? Your water I'll leave without drinking, for there Too many already have drunken whilere..? ? ? ? ? Were I cut off, beloved, from hope of
thy return, Slumber, indeed, for ever my wakeful lids would flee..'Twere better and meeter thy presence to leave, ii. 85..When the king heard this
story, he deemed it pleasant and said, "This story is near unto that which I know and meseemeth I should do well to have patience and hasten not to
slay my vizier, so I may get of him the story of the king and his son." Then he gave the vizier leave to go away to his own house; so he thanked him
and abode in his house all that day..Then I took the present and a token of service from myself to the Khalif and [presenting myself before him],
kissed his hands and laid the whole before him, together with the King of Hind's letter. He read the letter and taking the present, rejoiced therein
with an exceeding joy and entreated me with the utmost honour. Then said he to me, 'O Sindbad, is this king, indeed, such as he avoucheth in this
letter?' I kissed the earth and answered, saying, 'O my lord, I myself have seen the greatness of his kingship to be manifold that which he avoucheth
in his letter. On the day of his audience, (212) there is set up for him a throne on the back of a huge elephant, eleven cubits high, whereon he sitteth
and with him are his officers and pages and session-mates, standing in two ranks on his right hand and on his left. At his head standeth a man,
having in his hand a golden javelin, and behind him another, bearing a mace of the same metal, tipped with an emerald, a span long and an inch
thick. When he mounteth, a thousand riders take horse with him, arrayed in gold and silk; and whenas he rideth forth, he who is before him
proclaimeth and saith, "This is the king, mighty of estate and high of dominion!" And he proceedeth to praise him on this wise and endeth by
saying, "This is the king, lord of the crown the like whereof nor Solomon (213) nor Mihraj (214) possessed!" Then is he silent, whilst he who is
behind the king proclaimeth and saith, "He shall die! He shall die! And again I say, he shall die!" And the other rejoineth, saying, "Extolled be the
perfection of the Living One who dieth not!" And by reason of his justice and judgment (215) and understanding, there is no Cadi in his [capital]
city; but all the people of his realm distinguish truth from falsehood and know [and practise] truth and right for themselves.'.? ? ? ? ? For nought of
worldly fortune I weep! my only joy In seeing thee consisteth and in thy seeing me..? ? ? ? ? Ye sleep; by Allah, sleep comes not to ease my weary
lids; But from mine eyes, since ye have passed away, the blood doth rain..The Khalif marvelled at my speech and said, 'How great is this king!
Indeed, his letter testifieth of him; and as for the magnificence of his dominion, thou hast acquainted us with that which thou hast seen; so, by
Allah, he hath been given both wisdom and dominion.' Then he bestowed on me largesse and dismissed me, so I returned to my house and paid the
poor-rate (216) and gave alms and abode in my former easy and pleasant case, forgetting the grievous stresses I had suffered. Yea, I cast out from
my heart the cares of travel and traffic and put away travail from my thought and gave myself up to eating and drinking and pleasure and
delight.".So the folk resorted to her from all parts and she used to pray God (to whom belong might and majesty) for the oppressed and God
granted him relief, and against his oppressor, and He broke him in sunder. Moreover, she prayed for the sick and they were made whole; and on
this wise she abode a great space of time. As for her husband, when he returned from the pilgrimage, his brother and the neighbours acquainted him
with his wife's affair, whereat he was sore concerned and misdoubted of their story, for that which he knew of her chastity and prayerfulness; and
he wept for her loss..? ? ? ? ? No good's in life (to the counsel list of one who's purpose-whole,) An if thou be not drunken still and gladden not thy
soul..? ? ? ? ? The sweet of slumber after thee I have forsworn; indeed The loss of thee hath smitten me with trouble and affright..? ? ? ? ? My heart
bereavement of my friends forebode; may God of them The dwellings not bereave, but send them timely home again!.To return to his sister Selma.
She awaited him till the last of the day, but he came not; and she awaited him a second day and a third and a fourth, yet there came no news of him,
wherefore she wept and beat with her hands on her breast and bethought her of her affair and her strangerhood and her brother's absence; and she
recited the following verses:.85. Isaac of Mosul and the Merchant dclxx.? ? ? ? ? Sherik ben Amrou, what device avails the hand of death to stay?
O brother of the brotherless, brother of all th' afflicted, say..Meimoun was silent and Iblis turned to Tuhfeh and said to her, 'Sing to the kings of the
Jinn this day and to-night until the morrow, when the boy will be circumcised and each shall return to his own place.' So she took the lute and
Kemeriyeh said to her, (now she had in her hand a cedrat), 'O my sister, sing to me on this cedrat.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' replied Tuhfeh, and
improvising, sang the following verses:.Issues of Good and Evil Actions, Of the, i. 103..When he felt the water, he struck out, and gave not over
swimming till he landed upon an island, where he abode five days, finding nothing which he might eat or drink; but, on the sixth day, when he
despaired of himself, he caught sight of a passing ship; so he made signals to the crew and they came and took him up and fared on with him to an
inhabited country, where they set him ashore, naked as he was. There he saw a man tilling; so he sought guidance of him and the husbandman said,
'Art thou a stranger?' 'Yes,' answered the king and sat with him and they talked. The husbandman found him quickwitted and intelligent and said to
him, 'If thou sawest a comrade of mine, thou wouldst see him the like of what I see thee, for his case is even as thy case, and he is presently my
friend.'.The queen drank off her cup and bestowed on Tuhfeh a dress of cloth-of-pearl, fringed with red rubies, worth twenty thousand dinars, and a
tray wherein were ten thousand dinars..When she had made an end of her verses, she folded the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and
carried it to El Abbas. He broke it open and read it and apprehended its purport; then took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.Then
they arose and went up to the palace, whereupon the trays of food were brought and they ate and drank; after which quoth Queen Es Shuhba, 'O
Tuhfeh, sing to us, by way of thankoffering for thy deliverance, and favour us with that which shall solace our minds, for that indeed my mind hath
been occupied with thee.' Quoth Tuhfeh 'Hearkening and obedience, O my lady.' So she improvised and sang the following verses:.102. The Apples
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of Paradise ccccxii.51. The Thief and the Money-changer dcv.161. King Jelyaad of Hind and his Vizier Shimas: whereafter ensueth the History of
King Wird Khan son of King Jelyaad and his Women and Viziers dcccxciz.? ? ? ? ? Yea, to the earth that languished for lack of rain, the clouds
Were bounteous; so it flourished and plenteous harvests bore;.On the morrow, he betook himself to the shop of his friend the druggist, who
welcomed him and questioned him of his case and how he had fared that day. Quoth the singer, 'May God requite thee with good, O my brother!
For that thou hast directed me unto easance!' And he related to him his adventure with the woman, till he came to the mention of her husband, when
he said, 'And at midday came the cuckold her husband and knocked at the door. So she wrapped me in the mat, and when he had gone about his
business, I came forth and we returned to what we were about.' This was grievous to the druggist and he repented of having taught him [how he
should do] and misdoubted of his wife. So he said to the singer, 'And what said she to thee at thy going away?' And the other answered, 'She bade
me come back to her on the morrow. So, behold, I am going to her and I came not hither but that I might acquaint thee with this, lest thy heart be
occupied with me.' Then he took leave of him and went his way. As soon as the druggist was assured that he had reached the house, he cast the net
over his shop (195) and made for his house, misdoubting of his wife, and knocked at the door..? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story cxliii.When Er Reshid
came to the throne, he invested Jaafer ben Yehya ben Khalid el Bermeki (156) with the vizierate. Now Jaafer was eminently distinguished for
generosity and munificence, and the stories of him to this effect are renowned and are written in the books. None of the viziers attained to the rank
and favour which he enjoyed with Er Reshid, who was wont to call him brother (157) and used to carry him with him into his house. The period of
his vizierate was nineteen years, (158) and Yehya one day said to his son Jaafer, "O my son, what time thy reed trembleth, water it with kindness."
(159) Opinions differ concerning the reason of Jaafer's slaughter, but the better is as follows. Er Reshid could not brook to be parted from Jaafer
nor from his [own] sister Abbaseh, daughter of El Mehdi, a single hour, and she was the loveliest woman of her time; so he said to Jaafer, "I will
marry thee to her, that it may be lawful to thee to look upon her, but thou shalt not touch her." [Accordingly, they were married] and they used both
to be present in Er Reshid's sitting chamber. Now the Khalif would rise bytimes [and go forth] from the chamber, and they being both young and
filled with wine, Jaafer would rise to her and swive her. She conceived by him and bore a handsome boy and fearing Er Reshid, despatched the
newborn child by one of her confidants to Mecca the Holy, may God the Most High advance it in honour and increase it in venerance and nobility
and magnification! The affair abode concealed till there befell despite between Abbaseh and one of her slave-girls, whereupon the latter discovered
the affair of the child to Er Reshid and acquainted him with its abiding-place. So, when the Khalif made the pilgrimage, he despatched one who
brought him the boy and found the affair true, wherefore he caused befall the Barmecides that which befell. (160).The news came to the rest of the
kings; so they [flew after him and] overtaking him, found him full of trouble and fear, with fire issuing from his nostrils, and said to him, 'O Sheikh
Aboultawaif, what is to do?' Quoth he, 'Know that Meimoun hath carried off Tuhfeh from my palace and outraged mine honour.' When they heard
this, they said, 'There is no power and no virtue but in God the Most High, the Supreme! By Allah, he hath ventured upon a grave matter and
indeed he destroyeth himself and his people!' Then the Sheikh Iblis gave not over flying till he fell in with the tribes of the Jinn, and there gathered
themselves together unto him much people, none may tell the tale of them save God the Most High. So they came to the Fortress of Copper and the
Citadel of Lead, (238) and the people of the strongholds saw the tribes of the Jinn issuing from every steep mountain-pass and said, 'What is to do?'
Then Iblis went in to King Es Shisban and acquainted him with that which had befallen, whereupon quoth he, 'May God destroy Meimoun and his
folk! He thinketh to possess Tuhfeh, and she is become queen of the Jinn! But have patience till we contrive that which befitteth in the matter of
Tuhfeh.' Quoth Iblis, 'And what befitteth it to do?' And Es Shisban said, *We will fall upon him and slay him and his people with the sword.'.In my
soul the fire of yearning and affliction rageth aye, iii. 65..? ? ? ? ? In the wide world no house thou hast, a homeless wanderer thou: To thine own
place thou shall be borne, an object for lament. (88).As time went on, the boy, the son of the king, grew up and fell to stopping the way (99) with
the thieves, and they used to carry him with them, whenas they went a-thieving. They sallied forth one day upon a caravan in the land of Seistan,
and there were in that caravan strong and valiant men and with them merchandise galore. Now they had heard that in that land were thieves; so they
gathered themselves together and made ready their arms and sent out spies, who returned and gave them news of the thieves. Accordingly, they
prepared for battle, and when the robbers drew near the caravan, they fell in upon them and they fought a sore battle. At last the folk of the caravan
overmastered the thieves, by dint of numbers, and slew some of them, whilst the others fled. Moreover they took the boy, the son of King
Azadbekht, and seeing him as he were the moon, possessed of beauty and grace, brightfaced and comely of fashion, questioned him, saying, "Who
is thy father, and how camest thou with these thieves?" And he answered, saying, "I am the son of the captain of the thieves." So they took him and
carried him to the capital of his father King Azadbekht.? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his Vizier's Wife dlxxviii.Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun el
Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant of Cairo and the, iii. 171..? ? ? ? ? "Knoweth my loved one when I see her at the lattice high Shine as the sun
that flameth forth in heaven's blue demesne?".? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's Story xxxvii.Officer's Story, The Twelfth, ii. 179..So she gave him all
that she possessed and he sold it and paid the rest of her price; after which there remained to him a hundred dirhems. These he spent and lay that
night with the damsel in all delight of life, and his soul was like to fly for joy; but when he arose in the morning, he sat weeping and the damsel
said to him, 'What aileth thee to weep?' And he said, 'I know not if my father be dead, and he hath none other heir but myself; and how shall I win
to him, seeing I have not a dirhem?' Quoth she, 'I have a bracelet; do thou sell it and buy small pearls with the price. Then bray them and fashion
them into great pearls, and thereon thou shalt gain much money, wherewith we may make our way to thy country.' So he took the bracelet and
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repairing to a goldsmith, said to him, 'Break up this bracelet and sell it.' But he said, 'The king seeketh a good (183) bracelet; I will go to him and
bring thee the price thereof.' So he carried the bracelet to the Sultan and it pleased him greatly, by reason of the goodliness of its workmanship.
Then he called an old woman, who was in his palace, and said to her, 'Needs must I have the mistress of this bracelet, though but for a single night,
or I shall die.' And the old woman answered, 'I will bring her to thee.'.? ? ? ? ? She hath an eye, whose glances pierce the hearts of all mankind, Nor
can cornelian with her cheeks for ruddiness compare..Eleventh Officer's Story, The, ii. 175..The season of my presence is never at an end, ii.
246..Ishac entered, he and his company, and seating themselves in the place of honour, amused themselves by looking on the slave-girls and
mamelukes and watching how they were sold, till the sale came to an end, when some of the folk went away and other some sat. Then said the
slave-dealer, 'Let none sit with us except him who buyeth by the thousand [dinars] and upwards.' So those who were present withdrew and there
remained none but Er Reshid and his company; whereupon the slave-dealer called the damsel, after he had caused set her a chair of fawwak, (170)
furnished with Greek brocade, and it was as she were the sun shining in the clear sky. When she entered, she saluted and sitting down, took the lute
and smote upon it, after she had touched its strings and tuned it, so that all present were amazed. Then she sang thereto the following verses:.AND
BOULAC EDITIONS OF THE ARABIC TEXT OF.? ? ? ? ? o. The Merchant and the Thieves dcxxix.Thy haters say and those who malice to thee
bear, iii. 8..The first to take the cup was Iblis the Accursed, who said, 'O Tuhfet es Sudour, sing over my cup.' So she took the lute and touching it,
sang the following verses:.22. El Hejjaj and the three Young Mem ccccxxxiv.The absent ones' harbinger came us unto, iii. 153..? ? ? ? ? Alack, my
grief! Thou wast, indeed, grown absent from my yiew, Yet art the apple of mine eye nor couldst from me divide..? ? ? ? ? d. The Tailor's Story
cxxxvi.When the morning morrowed, he assembled the cadis and judges and assessors and sending for the Magian and the two youths and their
mother, questioned them of their case, whereupon the two young men began and said, 'We are the sons of the king Such-an-one and enemies and
wicked men got the mastery of out realm; so our father fled forth with us and wandered at a venture, for fear of the enemies.' [And they recounted
to him all that had betided them, from beginning to end.] Quoth he, 'Ye tell a marvellous story; but what hath [Fate] done with your father?' 'We
know not how fortune dealt with him after our loss,' answered they; and he was silent..EL MAMOUN AND ZUBEIDEH (163).? ? ? ? ? I fear to be
seen in the air, Without my consent, unaware;.Moreover, he assembled the sages and the theologians and the sons of the kings and devised with
them and asked them questions and problems and examined with them into many things of all fashions that might direct him to well-doing in the
kingly office; and he questioned them also of subtleties and religious obligations and of the laws of the kingdom and the fashions of administration
and of that which it behoveth the king to do of looking into the affairs of the people and repelling the enemy [from the realm] and fending off his
malice with war; wherefore the people's contentment redoubled and their joy in that which God the Most High had vouchsafed them of his
elevation to the kingship over them. So he upheld the ordinance of the realm and the affairs thereof abode established upon the accepted
customs..Now there accosted him once, on his day of ill-omen, an Arab of the Benou Tai, (170) and En Numan would have put him to death; but
the Arab said, "God quicken the king! I have two little girls and have made none guardian over them; so, if the king see fit to grant me leave to go
to them, I will give him the covenant of God (171) that I will return to him, whenas I have appointed them a guardian." En Numan had compassion
on him and said to him, "If a man will be surety for thee of those who are with us, [I will let thee go], and if thou return not, I will put him to
death." Now there was with En Numan his vizier Sherik ben Amrou; so the Tai (172) looked at him and said,.? ? ? ? ? Or if to me "I'm absent" thou
sayest, "'Tis a lie," My heart replies, bewildered 'twixt doubt and certainty..? ? ? ? ? I fear me for my body from sickness and unrest, Lest of the fear
of sev'rance it be betrayed and slain..Indeed, many of the notables of the people have sought her of me in marriage, but I would not marry her to
any, for that, one night, I saw, in a dream, the balance aforesaid set up and men and women being weighed, one against the other, therein, and
meseemed I saw thee [and her] and it was said to me, "This is such a man, (217) the allotted portion of such a woman." (218) Wherefore I knew
that God the Most High had allotted unto her none other than thyself, and I choose rather to marry thee to her in my lifetime than that thou shouldst
marry her after my death.'.When the king heard these tidings of Aamir, he sent for him and let bring him before him; and when he entered his
presence, he kissed the earth and saluted and showed forth his breeding and greeted him with the goodliest of compliments. The king bade him
raise his head and questioned him of his lord El Abbas; whereupon he acquainted him with his tidings and told him that which had betided him
with King Zuheir and of the army that was become at his commandment and of the spoil that he had gotten. Moreover, he gave him to know that El
Abbas was coming on the morrow, and with him more than fifty thousand cavaliers, obedient to his commandment. When the king heard his
speech, he bade decorate Baghdad and commanded [the inhabitants] to equip themselves with the richest of their apparel, in honour of the coming
of El Abbas. Moreover, he sent to give King El Aziz the glad tidings of his son's return and acquainted him with that which he had heard from the
prince's servant..? ? ? ? ? She shot at me a shaft that reached my heart and I became The bond- man of despair, worn out with effort all in vain..? ? ?
? ? O'erbold art thou in that to me, a stranger, thou hast sent These verses; 'twill but add to thee unease and miscontent..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? My
severance to bewail in torment and dismay..Presently, in came the draper, at the hour of evening prayer, and sitting down in the place where the old
woman had prayed, looked about him and espied the turban. He knew it [for that which he had that day sold to the young man] and misdoubted of
the case, wherefore anger appeared in his face and he was wroth with his wife and reviled her and abode his day and his night, without speaking to
her, what while she knew not the cause of his anger. Then she looked and seeing the turban-cloth before him and noting the traces of burning
thereon, understood that his anger was on account of this and concluded that he was wroth because it was burnt..?THE FOURTEENTH
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OFFICER'S STORY..Presently, El Abbas looked out of the window of the saloon and saw thereby a house of goodly ordinance, lofty of building
and abounding in chambers, with two upper stories; but therein was no sign of inhabitants. So he said to the merchant, "Indeed, thou exceedest in
doing us honour; but, by Allah, I will not eat of thy victual till thou tell me what is the reason of the emptiness of yonder house." "O my lord,"
answered the other, "that was El Ghitrif's house and he was admitted to the mercy of God (79) and left none other heir than myself; so it became
mine, and by Allah, if thou hast a mind to sojourn in Baghdad, do thou take up thine abode in this house, so thou mayst be in my neighbourhood;
for that indeed my heart inclineth unto thee with love and I would have thee never absent from my sight, so I may still have my fill of thee and
hearken to thy speech." El Abbas thanked him and said to him, "Indeed, thou art friendly in thy speech and exceedest [in courtesy] in thy discourse,
and needs must I sojourn in Baghdad. As for the house, if it like thee, I will abide therein; so take of me its price.".? ? ? ? ? Get thee to patience fair,
if thou remember thee of that Whose issues (quoth the Merciful) are ever benedight. (89).I blessed him and thanked him and abode with him in all
honour and consideration, till, after a little, the merchants came, even as he had said, and bought and sold and bartered; and when they were about
to depart, my master came to me and said, 'The merchants are about to depart; arise, that thou mayst go with them to thy country.' So I betook
myself to the folk, and behold, they had bought great store of elephants' bones and bound up their loads and embarked in the ship; and my master
took passage for me with them and paid my hire and all that was chargeable upon me. (220) Moreover, he gave me great store of goods and we set
sail and passed from island to island, till we traversed the sea and arrived at the port of our destination; whereupon the merchants brought out their
goods and sold; and I also brought out that which was with me and sold it at a good profit..? ? ? ? ? Still, as my transports wax, grows restlessness
on me And woes have ta'en the place of love-delight denied..I was one day abroad on an occasion with certain of my comrades, and as we went
along, we fell in with a company of women, as they were moons, and among them one, the tallest and handsomest of them. When I saw her and she
saw me, she tarried behind her companions and waited for me, till I came up to her and bespoke her. Quoth she, "O my lord, (God favour thee!) I
saw thee prolong thy looking on me and imagined that thou knewest me. If it be thus, vouchsafe me more knowledge of thee." "By Allah,"
answered I, "I know thee not, save that God the Most High hath cast the love of thee into my heart and the goodliness of thine attributes hath
confounded me and that wherewith God hath gifted thee of those eyes that shoot with arrows; for thou hast captivated me." And she rejoined, "By
Allah, I feel the like of that which thou feelest; so that meseemeth I have known thee from childhood.".? ? ? ? ? Parting hath sundered us, belov'd;
indeed, I stood in dread Of this, whilst yet our happiness in union was complete..So he repaired to the scribe, who wrote him the scroll, and he
brought it to his master, who set it on the door and said to the damsel, "Art thou satisfied?" "Yes," answered she. "Arise forthright and get thee to
the place before the citadel, where do thou foregather with all the mountebanks and ape-dancers and bear-leaders and drummers and pipers and bid
them come to thee to-morrow early, with their drums and pipes, what time thou drinkest coffee with thy father-in-law the Cadi, and congratulate
thee and wish thee joy, saying, 'A blessed day, O son of our uncle! Indeed, thou art the vein (266) of our eye! We rejoice for thee, and if thou be
ashamed of us, verily, we pride ourselves upon thee; so, though thou banish us from thee, know that we will not forsake thee, albeit thou forsakest
us.' And do thou fall to strewing dinars and dirhems amongst them; whereupon the Cadi will question thee, and do thou answer him, saying, 'My
father was an ape-dancer and this is our original condition; but out Lord opened on us [the gate of fortune] and we have gotten us a name among
the merchants and with their provost.'.62. Aboulaswed and his Squinting Slave-girl dcli.? ? ? ? ? Couched are their limber spears, right long and
lithe of point, Keen- ground and polished sheer, amazing wit and brain..? ? ? ? ? Lo, in my heart the heat of every heart burns high And in mine
eyes unite the tears of every eye..They abode thus awhile and presently she said, "Up to now we have not become drunken; let me pour out." So she
took the cup and gave him to drink and plied him with liquor, till he became drunken, when she took him and carried him into a closet. Then she
came out, with his head in her hand, what while I stood silent, fixing not mine eyes on hers neither questioning her of this; and she said to me,
"What is this?" "I know not," answered I; and she said, "Take it and cast it into the river." I obeyed her commandment and she arose and stripping
herself of her clothes, took a knife and cut the dead man's body in pieces, which she laid in three baskets, and said to me, "Throw them into the
river.".When this came to the king's knowledge, he despatched troops in pursuit of Zourkhan, to stop the road upon him, whilst he himself went out
and overtaking the vizier, smote him on the head with his mace and slew him. Then he took his daughter by force and returning to his
dwelling-place, went in to her and married her. Arwa resigned herself with patience to that which betided her and committed her affair to God the
Most High; and indeed she was used to serve Him day and night with a goodly service in the house of King Dabdin her husband..Then, in his
anger, he walled up the door of the granary with clay, and by the ordinance of God the Most High, there came a great rain and descended from the
roofs of the house wherein was the wheat [so that the latter rotted]; and needs must the merchant give the porters five hundred dirhems from his
purse, so they should carry it forth and cast it without the city, for that the smell of it was noisome. So his friend said to him, 'How often did I tell
thee thou hadst no luck in wheat? But thou wouldst not give ear to my speech, and now it behoveth thee to go to the astrologer and question him of
thy star.' Accordingly the merchant betook himself to the astrologer and questioned him of his star, and the astrologer said to him, 'Thy star is
unpropitious. Put not thy hand to any business, for thou wilt not prosper therein.' However, he paid no heed to the astrologer's words and said in
himself, 'If I do my occasion, (103) I am not afraid of aught.' Then he took the other part of his money, after he had spent therefrom three years, and
built [therewith] a ship, which he loaded with all that seemed good to him and all that was with him and embarked on the sea, so he might
travel..Viziers, The Ten, i. 61..? ? ? ? ? u. The Debauchee and the Three-year-old Child dccccxcviii.When King Shah Bekht heard this, he said in
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himself, "How like is this story to my present case with this vizier, who hath not his like!" Then he bade him depart to his own house and come
again at eventide..At this the accursed Iblis was moved to delight and put his finger to his arse, whilst Meimoun danced and said, 'O Tuhfet es
Sudour, soften the mode; (201) for, as delight, entereth into my heart, it bewildereth my vital spirits.' So she took the lute and changing the mode,
played a third air; then she returned to the first and sang the following verses:.Officer's Story, The Sixth, ii. 146..On this wise they did with her
sister Dinarzad, and when they had made an end of displaying the two brides, the king bestowed dresses of honour on all who were present and
dismissed them to their own places. Then Shehrzad went in to King Shehriyar and Dinarzad to King Shahzeman and each of them solaced himself
with the company of his beloved and the hearts of the folk were comforted. When the morning morrowed, the vizier came in to the two kings and
kissed the ground before them; wherefore they thanked him and were bountiful to him. Then they went forth and sat down upon couches of estate,
whilst all the viziers and amirs and grandees and the chief officers of the realm and the household presented themselves before them and kissed the
earth. King Shehriyar ordered them dresses of honour and largesse and they offered up prayers for the abiding continuance [on life] of the king and
his brother..? ? ? ? ? For whoso doth rejoice in meeting him shall have Largesse and gifts galore at his dismounting gain..When his brother saw him
on this wise, he doubted not but that this had betided him by reason of severance from his people and family and said to him, 'Come, let us go forth
a-hunting.' But he refused to go with him; so the elder brother went forth to the chase, whilst the younger abode in the pavilion aforesaid. As he
was diverting himself by looking out upon the garden from the window of the palace, behold, he saw his brother's wife and with her ten black
slaves and as many slave-girls. Each slave laid hold of a damsel [and swived her] and another slave [came forth and] did the like with the queen;
and when they had done their occasions, they all returned whence they came. Therewithal there betided the King of Samarcand exceeding wonder
and solacement and he was made whole of his malady, little by little..Thereat Queen Zelzeleh was moved to exceeding delight and bidding her
treasuress bring a basket, wherein were fifty pairs of bracelets and the like number of earrings, all of gold, set with jewels of price, the like whereof
nor men nor Jinn possessed, and an hundred robes of coloured brocade and an hundred thousand dinars, gave the whole to Tuhfeh. Then she passed
the cup to her sister Sherareh, who had in her hand a stalk of narcissus; so she took it from her and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to
me on this.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered she and improvised and sang the following verses:.As soon as his father-in-law had departed for
Samarcand, King Shehriyar summoned the grandees of his realm and made them a magnificent banquet of all manner rich meats and exquisite
sweetmeats. Moreover, he bestowed on them dresses of honour and guerdoned them and divided the kingdoms between himself and his brother in
their presence, whereat the folk rejoiced. Then the two kings abode, ruling each a day in turn and they accorded with each other, what while their
wives continued in the love of God the Most High and in thanksgiving to Him; and the subjects and the provinces were at peace and the preachers
prayed for them from the pulpits, and their report was bruited abroad and the travellers bore tidings of them [to all countries]..She passed the night
in his lodging and when she arose in the morning, she said to him, "O elder, may I not lack thy kind offices for the morning-meal! Go to the
money-changer and fetch me from him the like of yesterday's food." So he arose and betaking himself to the money-changer, acquainted him with
that which she had bidden him. The money-changer brought him all that she required and set it on the heads of porters; and the old man took them
and returned with them to Sitt el Milah. So she sat down with him and they ate their sufficiency, after which he removed the rest of the food. Then
she took the fruits and the flowers and setting them over against herself, wrought them into rings and knots and letters, whilst the old man looked
on at a thing whose like he had never in his life seen and rejoiced therein..61. Musab ben ez Zubeir and Aaisheh his Wife dcxlix.Then she sent to
acquaint her father with this; whereupon the king called Abou Temam to him and said to him, 'Thou camest not but to see my daughter. Why, then,
hast thou not looked upon her?' Quoth Abou Temam, 'I saw everything.' And the king said, 'Why didst thou not take somewhat of that which thou
sawest of jewels and the like? For they were set for thee.' But he answered, 'It behoveth me not to put out my hand to aught that is not mine.' When
the king heard his speech, he gave him a sumptuous dress of honour and loved him exceedingly and said to him, 'Come, look at this pit.' So Abou
Temam went up [to the mouth of the pit] and looked, and behold, it was full of heads of men; and the king said to him, 'These are the heads of
ambassadors, whom I slew, for that I saw them without loyalty to their masters, and I was used, whenas I saw an ambassador without breeding,
(123) to say, "He who sent him is less of breeding than he, for that the messenger is the tongue of him who sendeth him and his breeding is of his
master's breeding; and whoso is on this wise, it befitteth not that he be akin to me." (124) So, because of this, I used to put the messengers to death;
but, as for thee, thou hast overcome us and won my daughter, of the excellence of thy breeding; so be of good heart, for she is thy master's.' Then
he sent him back to king Ilan Shah with presents and rarities and a letter, saying, 'This that I have done is in honour of thee and of thine
ambassador.'.So he did this, and when it was night, he covered the pit with a light covering, so that, whenas the vizier stepped upon it, it would give
way with him. Then he sent to him and summoned him to the presence in the king's name, and the messenger bade him enter by the privy door. So
he entered in thereat, alone, and when he stepped upon the covering of the pit, it gave way with him and he fell to the bottom; whereupon the king's
brother fell to pelting him with stones. When the vizier saw what had betided him, he gave himself up for lost; so he stirred not and lay still. The
prince, seeing him make no motion, [deemed him dead]; so he took him forth and wrapping him up in his clothes, cast him into the billows of the
sea in the middle of the night. When the vizier felt the water, he awoke from the swoon and swam awhile, till a ship passed by him, whereupon he
cried out to the sailors and they took him up..73. The Woman's Trick against her Husband dclviii.? ? ? ? ? The priests from all the convent came
flocking onto it: With cries of joy and welcome their voices they did rear..A certain king sat one day on the roof of his palace, diverting himself
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with looking about him, and presently, chancing to look aside, he espied, on [the roof of] a house over against his palace, a woman, never saw his
eyes her like. So he turned to those who were present and said to them, "To whom belongeth yonder house?" "To thy servant Firouz," answered
they, "and that is his wife." So he went down, (and indeed love had made him drunken and he was passionately enamoured of her), and calling
Firouz, said to him, "Take this letter and go with it to such a city and bring me the answer." Firouz took the letter and going to his house, laid it
under his head and passed that night. When the morning morrowed, he took leave of his wife and set out for the city in question, unknowing what
the king purposed against him..When Jemreh heard her words, she knew that, if she let her not down, she would assuredly destroy herself. So she
said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, between thee and them are a thousand fathoms; but I will bring them up to thee.' 'Nay,' answered Tuhfeh, 'needs must I go
down to them and take my pleasance in the island and look upon the sea anear; then will we return, thou and I; for that, if thou bring them up to us,
they will be affrighted and there will betide them neither easance nor gladness. As for me, I do but wish to be with them, that they may cheer me
with their company neither give over their merrymaking, so haply I may make merry with them, and indeed I swear that needs must I go down to
them; else will I cast myself upon them.' And she cajoled Jemreh and kissed her hands, till she said, 'Arise and I will set thee down beside
them.'.Then the two kings appointed their father-in-law the vizier to be viceroy in Samarcand and assigned him five of the chief amirs to
accompany him, charging them attend him and do him service. The vizier kissed the earth and prayed that they might be vouchsafed length of life.
Then he went in to his daughters, whilst the eunuchs and ushers walked before him, and saluted them and bade them farewell. They kissed his
hands and gave him joy of the kingship and bestowed on him treasures galore. Then he took leave of them and setting out, journeyed days and
nights till he came within three days' journey of Samarcand, where the townspeople met him and rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy. So he
entered Samarcand and they decorated the city, and it was a notable day. He sat down on the throne of his kingship and the viziers did him homage
and the grandees and amirs of Samarcand and prayed that he might be vouchsafed justice and victory and length of continuance [on life]. So he
bestowed on them dresses of honour and entreated them with worship and they made him Sultan over them..To return to the king his father. When
he went to the pit, as of his wont, and called the nurse, she returned him no answer, whereat his breast was straitened and he let down a man who
[found the nurse dead and the boy gone and] acquainted the king therewith; which when he heard, he buffeted his head and wept passing sore and
descended into the midst of the pit, so he might see how the case stood. There he found the nurse slain and the lion dead, but saw not the boy; so he
[returned and] acquainted the astrologers with the verification of their words, and they said, 'O king, the lion hath eaten him; destiny hath been
accomplished upon him and thou art delivered from his hand; for, had he been saved from the lion, by Allah, we had feared for thee from him, for
that the king's destruction should have been at his hand.' So the king left [sorrowing for] this and the days passed by and the affair was
forgotten..So on the morrow, early, he took the stuff and carrying it to the market whence it had been stolen, sat down at the shop whence it had
been stolen and gave it to the broker, who took it and cried it for sale. Its owner knew it and bidding for it, [bought it] and sent after the chief of the
police, who seized the sharper and seeing him an old man of venerable appearance, handsomely clad, said to him, "Whence hadst thou this piece of
stuff?" "I had it from this market," answered he, "and from yonder shop where I was sitting." Quoth the prefect, "Did its owner sell it to thee?"
"Nay," replied the thief; "I stole it and other than it." Then said the magistrate, "How camest thou to bring it [for sale] to the place whence thou
stolest it?" And he answered, "I will not tell my story save to the Sultan, for that I have an advertisement (154) wherewith I would fain bespeak
him." Quoth the prefect, "Name it." And the thief said, "Art thou the Sultan?" "No," replied the other; and the old man said, "I will not tell it but to
himself.".There was once in the land [of Egypt and] the city of Cairo, [under the dynasty] of the Turks, (84) a king of the valiant kings and the
exceeding mighty Sultans, by name El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari. (85) He was used to storm the Islamite strongholds and the
fortresses of the Coast (86) and the Nazarene citadels, and the governor of his [capital] city was just to the folk, all of them. Now El Melik ez Zahir
was passionately fond of stories of the common folk and of that which men purposed and loved to see this with his eyes and hear their sayings with
his ears, and it befell that he heard one night from one of his story-tellers (87) that among women are those who are doughtier than men of valour
and greater of excellence and that among them are those who will do battle with the sword and others who cozen the quickest-witted of magistrates
and baffle them and bring down on them all manner of calamity; whereupon quoth the Sultan, 'I would fain hear this of their craft from one of those
who have had to do theiewith, so I may hearken unto him and cause him tell.' And one of the story-tellers said, 'O king, send for the chief of the
police of the town.'.Meinsoun drank off his cup and said to her, 'Well done, O perfect of attributes!' Then he signed to her and was absent awhile,
after which he returned and with him a tray of jewels worth an hundred thousand dinars, [which he gave to Tuhfeh]. So Kemeriyeh arose and bade
her slave-girl open the closet behind her, wherein she laid all that wealth. Then she delivered the key to Tuhfeh, saying, 'All that cometh to thee of
riches, lay thou in this closet that is by thy side, and after the festival, it shall be carried to thy palace on the heads of the Jinn.' Tuhfeh kissed her
hand, and another king, by name Munir, took the cup and filling it, said to her, 'O fair one, sing to me over my cup upon the jasmine.' 'Hearkening
and obedience,' answered she and improvised the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxxxviii
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