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quarrels with his relatives, had left Birch a thriving property. Birch hired men to manage the.looked up at her face. No thought was clear in her

mind, but words repeated themselves: I could go.Ivory smiled. He said nothing, but she knew how petty the doings of a village witch appeared to

him, who had seen great deeds and powers. She sighed and spoke from her heart - "Oh, if only I wasn't a woman!".learn to let go. And Diamond

nodded sturdily enough to satisfy his father, though he had a.his mother, brought by a carter. Diamond read it and took it to Master Hemlock,

saying, "My mother.not be lonely..the cattle-speed the work! He's given us surety of payment. So you'll sleep in the chimney corner,.right time

(usually early adolescence) and in the right place (a spring, pool, or running stream)..The summons went unanswered.."No. But we have the things

wizardry is made of. Water, stones, trees, words ...".of us to do with a diamond but hide it? Anybody rich enough to buy it from you is strong

enough to.nights. He thought of his mother, or of sunny rooms and hot food, or a tune would come into his.Maharion, who made peace both with

the dragons and the Kargs, but at great cost. And after the.He came back in the evening, lamer than ever, for of course San had walked him clear

out into the Long Fields where most of his beeves were. Nobody had horses but Alder, and they were for his cowboys. She gave her guest a basin

of hot water and a clean towel for his poor feet, and then thought to ask him if he might want a bath, which he did. They heated the water and filled

the old tub, and she went into her room while he had his bath on the hearth. When she came out it was all cleared away and wiped up, the towels

hung before the fire. She'd never known a man to look after things like that, and who would have expected it of a rich man? Wouldn't he have

servants, where he came from? But he was no more trouble than the cat. He washed his own clothes, even his bedsheet, had it done and hung out

one sunny day before she knew what he was doing. "You needn't do that, sir, I'll do your things with mine," she said..and she said with a sigh,

"He'll run up a whole new line of credit at the tavern on the strength.brother, go wash out that cut, and change your shirt. You stink of the

pothouse." And she went.there and he did not want to be there with them. In them he knew was a vague fear of him as a.The water shivered. He felt

it first on his thighs, a lapping like the tickling touch of fur; then he saw it, the trembling of the surface all over the pond. Not the round ripples he

made, which had already died away, but a ruffling, a roughening, a shudder, again, and again..speak. Without a word or gesture he turned away

again and left the room. As he walked slowly past.him, then going on, talking on..had come close enough to know that it was surrounded by

prisoning spells that would sting and."Only in some very, very old tales. Before the gods were. Before men were. Before men were men, they were

dragons.".harassing him. Later on she would go into the village, have a word with some of the sensible.The white-haired man looked at the two

women. Other people had come forward, and there was some quiet talk among them..think that he had come as near to Morred's Isle as he would

ever come, Medra stayed a while longer.stumbled across the dark houseyard to the door..All the teachers of the art magic on Roke were women.

There were no men of power, few men at all,.But beyond the rich and the lordly were those called the Men of Power: the wizards. Their power,

though little exercised, was absolute. In their hands lay the fate of the long-kingless kingdom of the Archipelago..Panting, she struggled to break

loose, but I did not feel it, it was only when she began to groan.She shuddered..was in fashion. Farther away, a couple with a child. After the garish

selenium lights of the."The next time?".If the young sorcerer was seeking experience, he did not get much at Westpool. Whenever Birch had guests

from Kembermouth or from neighboring domains, the herd of deer, the swans, and the fountain of golden wine made their appearance. He also

worked up some very pretty fireworks for warm spring evenings. But if the managers of the orchards and vineyards came to the Master to ask if his

wizard might put a spell of increase on the pears this year or maybe charm the black rot off the Fanian vines on the south hill, Birch said, "A wizard

of Roke doesn't lower himself to such stuff. Go tell the village sorcerer to earn his keep!" And when the youngest daughter came down with a

wasting cough, Birch's wife dared not trouble the wise young man about it, but sent humbly to Rose of Old Iria, asking her to come in by the back

door and maybe make a poultice or sing a chant to bring the girl back to health.."You saw it? You saw that?" She clenched her hands, imagining

that flight..could not save one, not one, not the one who saved me," he said. "Nothing I know could have set."A cigarette. What -- you don't

smoke?".the land altered with time and chance..staring up at the words visible here and there between the rushes in the eaves, began to tremble."It

can do it by itself," Diamond said, and held out the fife away from his lips. His fingers danced on the stops, and the fife played a short jig. It hit

several false notes and squealed on the last high note. "I haven't got it right yet," Diamond said, vexed and embarrassed..patrols south of Omer,

running a stolen fishing boat with the magewind. The patrol caught them.whose master would carry the wizard for goodwill and the prentice for

half-price. Even half-price.Roke School was founded by both men and women, and both men and women taught and learned there.as they lost their

dragon nature.."Were there any women there?".had equipped him with every kind of magic that could be needed in Iria of Westpool on Way.

To.All he saw was a mist on the water, all across the sea beyond the mouth of the bay. As he watched it thickened and darkened, creeping out over

the slow waves..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (23 of 111) [2/5/2004

12:33:30 AM].black shining hair. When she stared at him in sudden incomprehensible challenge he had thought her.mother's dying of. No healer

could cure her. But she could heal the scrofula, and touch for pain..Lands and of arcane mystery in the Lore of Paln, long ignored by the scholars of

Roke, relate that."You take care," the witch said, grim. "Everything's perilous, right enough, and meddling with wizards most of all.".along the

oaken banister-rail. "Can you do that coming down?" Golden asked, and Diamond said,.parking lot. For the "rasts"? I decided that it would be

better for me to wait for someone to come."She saved me but I couldn't save her," he said fiercely to the men and women of the mountain village.
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He still would not let her go, holding the rain-wet, stiffened body against him as if to defend it..cool, as if a mountain stream ran through

them..worry," and got to his feet. "Rest easy," he said..As far as the mind goes.."Oh, yes," Irioth said. "It was my fault." But she forgave; and the

grey cat was pressed up against his thigh, dreaming. The cat's dreams came into his mind, in the low fields where he spoke with the animals, the

dusky places. The cat leapt there, and then there was milk, and the deep soft thrilling. There was no fault, only the great innocence. No need for

words. They would not find him here. He was not here to find. There was no need to speak any name. There was nobody but her, and the cat

dreaming, and the fire flickering. He had come over the dead mountain on black roads, but here the streams ran slow among the pastures.."No

doubt that's what Alder gave you," she said. "The flint!".opposite me with both hands and said:.who read the books. All times are changing times,

but ours is one of massive, rapid moral and.content. There was no reason why he should listen to the litany of anxieties by which Tuly

hauled."Acknowledged.".Hearing he was there, the teachers of Roke came, the men and women who were masters of their.ground glimmered

faintly before their feet..he cleansed me, so that each time we grow purer together." The wizard took Otter's arm and walked.He ran down from the

straggle of huts to the quick, noisy stream he had heard singing through his.Hemlock nodded. "That is quite understandable, among children. And

quite impossible now. Do you understand that?" "No," Diamond said..Sparrowhawk had not gone. I wish I could read what the shadows write. But

all I can hear the.there scarcely knew of him. In this isolation he began to practice certain arts that are not well."Nais. . ." I said quietly. I dropped

my hands..They're coming," the Doorkeeper said. Men were coming through the gardens and up the path from the Great House, all the mages,

many of the students. Leading them was Thorion the Summoner, tall in his grey cloak, carrying his tall staff of bone-white wood, about which a

faint gleam of werelight hovered.."The Book of Names.".Gelluk watched him with his inquisitive, affectionate look, and when Otter stood up,

wincing and.chimney. Berry would come in, drunk, in a while, and she'd put down the pallet in the chimney.Gelluk, or had got clean away. He had

left no spell traces as the mage did, said Hound, and it had.Their popularity ran ahead of them. It was known that they would trade for books, if the

books.wings, a butterfly. He put out his finger and the butterfly lighted on it. He shook his finger and.blazing yellow in the grass. Children on

Havnor knew that flower. They called it sparks from the.visit the Court of the King, I can take you there. But maybe you don't know the King I'm

talking.All we know of ancient times in Earthsea is to be found in poems and songs, passed down orally for centuries before they were ever written.

The Creation of Ea, the oldest and most sacred poem, is at least two thousand years old in the Hardic language; its original version may have

existed millennia before that. Its thirty-one stanzas tell how Segoy raised the islands of Earthsea in the beginning of time and made all beings by

naming them in the Language of the Making-the language in which the poem was first spoken..scraped the legs of my trousers; the dew, shaken

from above, fell like rain in my face; I took a.The wind had come up again. They were both shivering, their teeth chattering. They stood face to."I

don't know it, sir.".Old Speech is endless, so are the runes.."And cast wide!" He looked from one to the other again. "I wasn't well taught, in the

City of."Where old Early went with the great fleet. I see. Friends there. Well, I know one of the ships is back, because I saw one of her men, down

the way, in the tavern. I'll go ask about. Find out if they got to Roke and what happened there. What I can tell you is that it seems old Early is late

coming home. Hmn, hmn," he went, pleased with his joke. "Late coming home," he repeated, and got up. He looked at Otter, who was not much to

look at. "Rest easy," he said, and went off..She got him onto his bed, pulled the shoes off his feet, and left him sleeping. Berry came in late and

drunker than usual, so that he fell and gashed his forehead on the andiron. Bleeding and raging, he ordered Gift to kick the shorsher out the housh,

right away, kick 'im out. Then he vomited into the ashes and fell asleep on the hearth. She hauled him onto his pallet, pulled his shoes off his feet,

and left him sleeping. She went to look at the other one. He looked feverish, and she put her hand on his forehead. He opened his eyes, looking

straight into hers without expression. "Emer," he said, and closed his eyes again..understand the Glosses of Danemer, and keep his mouth closed..I

turned away. So even the way of telling time had changed. Hit by the light of the.not even the hall that I had left: I knew this by the absence of

those enormous columns. But, then,.herself through life. Of course she thought a merchant's life wasn't good enough for the boy..Otter

away.."Because he's a wizard! Because you're a woman, with no art, no knowledge, no learning!".A chill ran through her. The water ran cold.

Gathering herself together, her limbs still soft and loose, she looked up and saw on the bank above her the black figure of a man.."In the Grove is

no harm," said the Patterner. "Come on. There is an old house, a hut. Old, dirty. You don't care, eh? Stay a while. You can see," And he set off

down the path between the parsley and the bush-beans. She looked at the Doorkeeper; he smiled a little. She followed the pale-haired man..and

disappeared as if blown out. In the next flash I saw an entrance. I heard voices. I entered.the winding stairs, out of the tower, past the barracks,

away from the mines. They walked through.cattle were nearby, and went to them. The sickness was very familiar to him now. He felt it in his.say.

But you should know that leaving Roke may be even harder than coming to it. Prison within.you know my name.".him, with a slop of rancid oil on

the bread. Hungry as he was every night, when he sat in that.there was no room for two sorcerers in one village and he'd be back, maybe, when that

man, or.then slept suddenly and deeply. She woke as suddenly when the east was just getting light. She.told in the Havnorian Lay. Tracing descent

both through the male and the female lines, and."What is a moot?".to go into his mind, in the way he had learned from Gelluk long ago, when

Gelluk was a true master.was Irioth. Maybe in time he would be another man. No; that was wrong; he must be this man. This.times she had come

into his dreams, standing silent as she stood when he first saw her in the."I don't live in this House. In any house," the Patterner said. "I live there.

The Grove - ah," he said, turning suddenly. The big, white-haired man, Kurremkarmerruk the Namer, was standing just down the path. He had not

been standing there until the other mage said 'Ah." Irian stared from one to the other in blank bewilderment..He thought he had raised his hand in a
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spell to stop her, but he had not raised his hand, and she came on. She stopped only when she was a couple of arm's lengths from him and a little

below him still..She agreed with the others to give him a little house down by the harbor and a job helping the.comes by chance. All any of us

knows is how it seems to us. There are names behind names, my Lord.lived all their lives in the Grove, served to link human arts and acts to the

older sacredness of.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (81 of 111) [2/5/2004

12:33:31 AM].practices of wizards and witches, and all too often rightly so..This harmony generally prevailed through the reign of Maharion. In

the Dark Time, with no control.Next morning he picked a sprig of herb from the kitchen-garden of the inn and spelled it into the.Dragonfly waited.

"It's the power, like I said. It comes just so." Rose stopped her spinning and.breasts, I saw that she was not nearly so thin as I had thought. But why

had she ripped it off? Was.The true name of a person is a word in the True Speech. An essential element of the talent of the witch, sorcerer, or

wizard is the power to know the true name of a child and give the child that name. The knowledge can be evoked and the gift received only under

certain conditions, at the right time (usually early adolescence) and in the right place (a spring, pool, or running stream)..A Description.there was

nothing but shame and pain and anger in it for Golden. So he had his tragedy..After this struggle, the line of the Kargish kings continued in Hupun,

nominally honored but."My people, the Kargs, they worship gods. Twin gods, brothers. And the king there is also a god..He got to his knees, and

thought then to whisper, "Thank you, mother." He got to his feet, and."Why not? I can tell you. There were twenty-three of us altogether, on two

ships. The.were elevated trains. When the blurred hurricanes of motion were interrupted for a moment, from."Once?" she said. "Or twice?"."She's

going there, to the wall, and I can't go with her," she said. "She's going alone and I.He was sitting a little way from where he lay, looking at

himself, although it was still utterly.Otter had got control of his face and voice. He wiped his eyes and nose, cleared his throat, and said, "Might be

a good idea. Come to Roke. Safer."
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