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The vizier's story pleased King Shah Bekht and his heart clave to the story of the merchant and the old woman; so he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to
his lodging, and he went away to his house and abode there the next day..? ? ? ? ? A talking-stock among the folk for ever I abide; Life and the days
pass by, yet ne'er my wishes I attain),.The vizier's story pleased the king and he bade depart to his dwelling..39. Yehya ben Khalid and the Man
who forged a Letter in his Name ccvi.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother clii.Then she carried him up [to the estrade] and
seating him on the couch, brought him meat and wine and gave him to drink; after which she put off all that was upon her of raiment and jewels
and tying them up in a handkerchief, said to him, "O my lord, this is thy portion, all of it." Moreover she turned to the Jew and said to him, "Arise,
thou also, and do even as I." So he arose in haste and went out, scarce crediting his deliverance. When the girl was assured of his escape, she put
out her hand to her clothes [and jewels] and taking them, said to the prefect, "Is the requital of kindness other than kindness? Thou hast deigned [to
visit me and eat of my victual]; so now arise and depart from us without ill-[doing]; or I will give one cry and all who are in the street will come
forth." So the Amir went out from her, without having gotten a single dirhem; and on this wise she delivered the Jew by the excellence of her
contrivance.'.? ? ? ? ? "Console thou thyself for his love," quoth they, "with another than he;" But, "Nay, by his life," answered I, "I'll never forget
him my dear!".Khalif Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets, The, i. 45..Now a party of the troops had banded themselves together for Belehwan; so
they sent to him and bringing him privily, went in to the little Melik Shah and seized him and seated his uncle Belehwan on the throne of the
kingship. Then they proclaimed him king and did homage to him all, saying, 'Verily, we desire thee and deliver to thee the throne of the kingship;
but we wish of thee that thou slay not thy brother's son, for that on our consciences are the oaths we swore to his father and grandfather and the
covenants we made with them.' So Belehwan granted them this and imprisoned the boy in an underground dungeon and straitened him. Presently,
the heavy news reached his mother and this was grievous to her; but she could not speak and committed her affair to God the Most High, daring not
name this to King Caesar her husband, lest she should make her uncle King Suleiman Shah a liar..? ? ? ? ? As if the maid the day resplendent and
her locks The night that o'er it spreads its shrouding darkness were..? ? ? ? ? No slaves with me have I nor camels swift of foot, Nor slave-girls have
I brought in curtained litters dight..When she heard their words, in the presence of the folk, she said, 'Praise be to God, the King who availeth unto
all things, and blessing upon His prophets and apostles!' Then quoth she [to the assembly], ' Bear witness, O ye who are present, to these men's
speech, and know that I am that woman whom they confess that they wronged.' And she turned to her husband's brother and said to him, 'I am thy
brother's wife and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He I) delivered me from that whereinto thou castedst me of false accusation and
suspect and from the frowardness whereof thou hast spoken, and [now] hath He shown forth my innocence, of His bounty and generosity. Go, for
thou art absolved of the wrong thou didst me.' Then she prayed for him and he was made whole of his sickness..Sherik ben Amrou, what device
avails the hand of death to stay? i. 204..After this, news came to the king of robbers in his land; so he set out in quest of them and ceased not to
follow after them, till he seized on them all, and behold, they were the [very] thieves who had despoiled him [and his wife] by the way and taken
his children. So he bade bring them before him, and when they came into his presence, he questioned them, saying, 'Where are the two boys ye
took on such a day?' Quoth they, 'They are with us and we will present them to our lord the king for slaves to serve him and give him wealth galore
that we have gotten together and divest ourselves of all that we possess and repent from sin and fight in thy service.' Abou Sabir, however, paid no
heed to their speech, but took all their good and bade put them all to death. Moreover, he took the two boys and rejoiced in them with an exceeding
joy, whereat the troops murmured among themselves, saying, 'Verily, this is a greater tyrant than his brother! There come to him a sort of robbers
and seek to repent and proffer two boys [by way of peace-offering], and he taketh the two boys and all their good and slayeth them!'.If, in his own
land, midst his folk, abjection and despite, ii. 196..? ? ? ? ? His love he'd have hid, but his tears denounced him to the spy, For the heat of a red-hot
coal that 'twixt his ribs did lie..So they wrapped him in the shroud and set him on the bier. Then they took up his bier and bearing him to the
burial-place, laid him in the grave (41) and threw the earth over him; after which the folk dispersed, but El Merouzi and the widow abode by the
tomb, weeping, and gave not over sitting till sundown, when the woman said to him, 'Come, let us go to the house, for this weeping will not profit
us, nor will it restore the dead.' 'By Allah,' answered the sharper, 'I will not budge hence till I have slept and waked by this tomb ten days, with their
nights!' When she heard this his speech, she feared lest he should keep his word and his oath, and so her husband perish; but she said in herself,
'This fellow dissembleth: if I go away and return to my house, he will abide by him a little while and go away.' And El Merouzi said to her, 'Arise,
thou, and go away.'.81. Mohammed el Amin and Jaafer ben el Hadi cccxcii.Then the prince's mother bade fetch the five slave-girls to that
assembly; whereupon they came and the ten damsels foregathered. The queen seated five of them on her son's right hand and other five on his left
and the folk assembled about them. Then she bade the five who had remained with her speak forth somewhat of verse, so they might entertain
therewith the assembly and that El Abbas might rejoice therein. Now she had clad them in the richest of raiment and adorned them with trinkets
and ornaments and wroughten work of gold and silver and collars of gold, set with pearls and jewels. So they came forward, with harps and lutes
and psalteries and recorders and other instruments of music before them, and one of them, a damsel who came from the land of China and whose
name was Baoutheh, advanced and tightened the strings of her lute. Then she cried out from the top of her head (127) and improvising, sang the
following verses:.Meanwhile, when Aboulhusn went out from the presence of the Khalif and went to lay out Nuzhet el Fuad, the prince mourned
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for her and dismissing the divan, arose and betook himself, leaning upon Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, [to the pavilion of the harem,
where he went in] to the Lady Zubeideh, that he might condole with her for her slave-girl. He found the princess sitting weeping and awaiting his
coming, so she might condole with him for [his boon-companion] Aboulhusn el Khelia. So he said to her, "May thy head outlive thy slave-girl
Nuzhet el Fuad!" And she answered, saying, "O my lord, God preserve my slave-girl! Mayst thou live and long survive thy boon-companion
Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead.".Meanwhile, the king and queen abode in the island, over against the old man and woman, and ate of the
fruits that were in the island and drank of its waters, till, one day, as they sat, there came a ship and moored to the side of the island, to fill up with
water, whereupon they (63) looked at each other and spoke. The master of the ship was a Magian and all that was therein, both men and goods,
belonged to him, for that he was a merchant and went round about the world. Now covetise deluded the old man, the owner of the island, and he
went up [into the ship] and gave the Magian news of the king's wife, setting out to him her charms, till he made him yearn unto her and his soul
prompted him to use treachery and practise upon her and take her from her hnsband. So he sent to her, saying, 'With us in the ship is a woman with
child, and we fear lest she be delivered this night. Hast thou skill in the delivering of women?' And she answered, 'Yes.' Now it was the last of the
day; so he sent to her to come up into the ship and deliver the woman, for that the pangs of labour were come upon her; and he promised her
clothes and spending-money. Accordingly, she embarked in all assurance, with a heart at ease for herself, and transported her gear to the ship; but
no sooner was she come thither than the anchors were weighed and the canvas spread and the ship set sail..Dadbin (King) and his Viziers, Story of,
i. 104..Then he bade set up for her a tent and another for himself, facing hers, so he might worship God with her, and fell to sending her food; and
she said in herself, 'This is a king and it is not lawful for me that I suffer him forsake his subjects and his kingdom for my sake. So she said to the
serving-woman, who used to bring her the food, 'Speak to the king, so he may return to his women, for he hath no need of me and I desire to abide
in this place, so I may worship God the Most High therein.' The slave-girl returned to the king and told him this, whereupon he sent back to her,
saying, 'I have no need of the kingship and I also desire to abide here and worship God with thee in this desert.' When she found this earnestness in
him, she consented to his wishes and said, 'O king, I will consent unto thee in that which thou desirest and will be to thee a wife, but on condition
that thou bring me Dadbin the king and his Vizier Kardan and his chamberlain (116) and that they be present in thine assembly, so I may speak a
word with them in thy presence, to the intent that thou mayest redouble in affection for me.' Quoth Kisra, 'And what is thine occasion unto this?' So
she related to him her story from first to last, how she was the wife of Dadbin the king and how the latter's vizier had miscalled her honour..? ? ? ? ?
And pliedst us with cups of wine, whilst from the necklace pearls (142) A strange intoxicating bliss withal did circulate,.83. The Woman's Trick
against her Husband cccxciii.? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The, iii. 224..Now there was a
ruined building hard by and he climbed up on to a high wall and gave not over clambering hither and thither, of the excess of his carefulness, till
his feet betrayed him and he slipped [and fell] to the bottom and died, whilst his companions arose in the morning in health [and weal]. Now, if he
had overmastered his corrupt (259) judgment and submitted himself to fate and fortune fore-ordained, it had been safer and better [for him]; but he
made light of the folk and belittled their wit and was not content to take example by them; for his soul whispered him that he was a man of
understanding and he imagined that, if he abode with them, he would perish; so his folly cast him into perdition. Nor," added the vizier, "is this
more extraordinary than the story of the man who was lavish of his house and his victual to one whom he knew not".? ? ? ? ? Fawn of the palace,
knowst thou not that I, to look on thee, The world have traversed, far and wide, o'er many a hill and plain?.Jest of a Thief, A Merry, ii. 186..? ? ? ?
? a. The First Calender's Story xi.And the king bade him depart to his own house..Presently, the old woman came in to her and saw her sitting at
Aboulhusn's head, weeping and lamenting; and when she saw the old woman, she cried out and said to her, "See what hath betided me! Indeed,
Aboulhusn is dead and hath left me alone and forlorn!" Then she cried out and tore her clothes and said to the old woman, "O my mother, how
good he was!" Quoth the other, "Indeed thou art excused, for thou wast used to him and he to thee." Then she considered what Mesrour had
reported to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and said to her, "Indeed, Mesrour goeth about to sow discord between the Khalif and the Lady
Zubeideh." "And what is the [cause of] discord, O my mother?" asked Nuzhet el Fuad. "O my daughter," answered the old woman, "Mesrour came
to the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh and gave them news of thee that thou wast dead and that Aboulhusn was well. "And Nuzhet el Fuad said to
her, "O my aunt, I was with my lady but now and she gave me a hundred dinars and a piece of silk; and now see my condition and that which hath
befallen me! Indeed, I am bewildered, and how shall I do, and I alone, forlorn? Would God I had died and he had lived!".Presently, up came the old
woman, whereupon the young man sprang to his feet and laying hold of her, demanded of her the turban-cloth. Quoth she, "Know that I entered
one of the houses and made the ablution and prayed in the place of prayer; and I forgot the turban-cloth there and went out. Now I know not the
house in which I prayed, nor have I been directed (59) thereto, and I go round about every day till the night, so haply I may light on it, for I know
not its owner." When the draper heard this, he said to the old woman, "Verily, Allah restoreth unto thee vhat which thou hast lost. Rejoice, for the
turban-cloth is with me and in my house." And he arose forthright and gave her the turban-cloth, as it was. She gave it to the young man, and the
draper made his peace with his wife and gave her raiment and jewellery, [by way of peace-offering], till she was content and her heart was
appeased. (60).My secret is disclosed, the which I strove to hide, iii. 89..When El Abbas heard these words from the damsel, his heart irked him for
Mariyeh and her case was grievous to him; so he said to Shefikeh, "Canst thou avail to bring me in company with her, so haply I may discover her
affair and allay that which aileth her?" "Yes," answered the damsel, "I can do that, and thine will be the bounty and the favour." So he arose and
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followed her, and she forewent him, till they came to the palace. Then she [opened and] locked behind them four-and-twenty doors and made them
fast with bolts; and when he came to Mariyeh, he found her as she were the setting sun, cast down upon a rug of Taifi leather, (111) among
cushions stuffed with ostrich down, and not a limb of her quivered. When her maid saw her in this plight, she offered to cry out; but El Abbas said
to her, "Do it not, but have patience till we discover her affair; and if God the Most High have decreed the ending of her days, wait till thou have
opened the doors to me and I have gone forth. Then do what seemeth good to thee.".? ? ? ? ? By Allah, but that I trusted that I should meet you
again, Your camel-leader to parting had summoned you in vain!.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of King Sindbad and his Falcon v.The Eighth Day..I
marvelled at her words and said to her, "What wouldst thou have me do?" And she answered, "O Captain Muin, I would have thee give me a
helping hand." Quoth I, "What have I to do with the daughter of the Cadi Amin el Hukm?" And she said, "Know that I would not have thee intrude
upon the Cadi's daughter, but I would fain contrive for the attainment of my wishes.' This is my intent and my desire, and my design will not be
accomplished but by thine aid." Then said she, "I mean this night to go with a stout heart and hire me trinkets of price; then will I go and sit in the
street wherein is the house of Amin el Hukm; and when it is the season of the round and the folk are asleep, do thou pass, thou and those who are
with thee of the police, and thou wilt see me sitting and on me fine raiment and ornaments and wilt smell on me the odour of perfumes; whereupon
do thou question me of my case and I will say, 'I come from the Citadel and am of the daughters of the deputies (91) and I came down [into the
town,] to do an occasion; but the night overtook me at unawares and the Zuweyleh gate was shut against me and all the gates and I knew not
whither I should go this night Presently I saw this street and noting the goodliness of its ordinance and its cleanness, took shelter therein against
break of day.' When I say this to thee with all assurance (92) the chief of the watch will have no suspicion of me, but will say, 'Needs must we leave
her with one who will take care of her till morning.' And do thou rejoin, 'It were most fitting that she pass the night with Amin el Hukm and lie with
his family and children till the morning.' Then do thou straightway knock at the Cadi's door, and thus shall I have gained admission into his house,
without inconvenience, and gotten my desire; and peace be on thee!" And I said to her, "By Allah, this is an easy matter.".So the prefect carried
him up to the Sultan and he said, "I have an advertisement for thee, O my lord." "What is thine advertisement?" asked the Sultan; and the thief said,
"I repent and will deliver into thy hand all who are evildoers; and whomsoever I bring not, I will stand in his stead." Quoth the Sultan, "Give him a
dress of honour and accept his profession of repentance." So he went down from the presence and returning to his comrades, related to them that
which had passed and they confessed his subtlety and gave him that which they had promised him. Then he took the rest of the stolen goods and
went up with them to the Sultan. When the latter saw him, he was magnified in his eyes and he commanded that nought should be taken from him.
Then, when he went down, [the Sultan's] attention was diverted from him, little by little, till the case was forgotten, and so he saved the booty [for
himself].' The folk marvelled at this and the fifteenth officer came forward and said, 'Know that among those who make a trade of knavery are
those whom God the Most High taketh on their own evidence against themselves.' 'How so?' asked they; and he said..Therewith Nuzhet el Fuad
rejoiced and said, "Indeed, this is an excellent device." [Then Aboulhusn stretched himself out] forthright and she shut his eyes and tied his feet and
covered him with the kerchief and did what [else] her lord had bidden her; after which she rent her dress and uncovering her head, let down her hair
and went in to the Lady Zubeideh, crying out and weeping, When the princess saw her in this case, she said to her, "What plight is this [in which I
see thee]? What is thy story and what maketh thee weep?" And Nuzhet el Fuad answered, weeping and crying out the while, "O my lady, may thy
head live and mayst thou survive Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead." The Lady Zubeideh mourned for him and said, "Alas for Aboulhusn el
Khelia!" And she wept for him awhile. Then she bade her treasuress give Nuzhet el Fuad a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and said to her, "O
Nuzhet el Fuad, go, lay him out and carry him forth.".?Story of King Dadbin and His Viziers..When it was the seventh day, the seventh vizier,
whose name was Bihkemal, came in to the king and prostrating himself to him, said, "O king, what doth thy long-suffering with this youth
advantage thee? Indeed the folk talk of thee and of him. Why, then, dost thou postpone the putting him to death?" The vizier's words aroused the
king's anger and he bade bring the youth. So they brought him before him, shackled, and Azadbekht said to him, "Out on thee! By Allah, after this
day there abideth no deliverance for thee from my hand, for that thou hast outraged mine honour, and there can be no forgiveness for thee.".Porter,
Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the, iii. 199.139. Khuzeimeh ben Bishr and Ikrimeh el Feyyas dclxxxii.? ? ? ? ? God keep the days of love-delight!
How passing sweet they were! How joyous and how solaceful was life in them whilere!.King Azadbekht and his Son, History of, i. 61..? ? ? ? ? b.
The Second Old Man's Story ii.? ? ? ? ? By thy ransom, (109) who dwellest alone in my heart, In despair for the loss of the loved one am
I..Meinsoun drank off his cup and said to her, 'Well done, O perfect of attributes!' Then he signed to her and was absent awhile, after which he
returned and with him a tray of jewels worth an hundred thousand dinars, [which he gave to Tuhfeh]. So Kemeriyeh arose and bade her slave-girl
open the closet behind her, wherein she laid all that wealth. Then she delivered the key to Tuhfeh, saying, 'All that cometh to thee of riches, lay
thou in this closet that is by thy side, and after the festival, it shall be carried to thy palace on the heads of the Jinn.' Tuhfeh kissed her hand, and
another king, by name Munir, took the cup and filling it, said to her, 'O fair one, sing to me over my cup upon the jasmine.' 'Hearkening and
obedience,' answered she and improvised the following verses:.When the morning morrowed, the king went forth and sitting down on the throne of
the kingship, summoned the grandees of his empire; whereupon the chamberlains and deputies and captains of the host went in to him and kissed
the earth before him. He distinguished the vizier with his especial favour and bestowed on him a dress of honour and entreated him with the utmost
kindness, after which he set forth briefly to his chief officers that which had betided him with Shehrzad and how he had turned from that his former
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usance and repented him of what he had done aforetime and purposed to take the vizier's daughter Shehrzad to wife and let draw up the contract of
marriage with her..? ? ? ? ? o. The Fifteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.? ? ? ? ? Would God upon that bitterest day, when my death calls for me,
What's 'twixt thine excrement and blood (50) I still may smell of thee!.55. The Ruined Man who became Rich again through a Dream cccli.When
came the night, the king summoned his vizier and bade him tell the story of the king who lost kingdom and wife and wealth. "Hearkening and
obedience," replied Er Rehwan. "Know, O king, that.When her master heard this, his reason fled for joy and he went to his friend the draper and
said to him, "Thou wast right in the matter of the damsel, for that she is enamoured of the young Damascene; so how shall I do?" Quoth the other,
"Go to the bazaar and when thou seest him, salute him and say to him, 'Indeed, thy departure the other day, without accomplishing thine occasion,
was grievous to me; so, if thou be still minded to buy the girl, I will abate thee an hundred dinars of that which thou badest for her, by way of
hospitable entreatment of thee and making myself agreeable to thee; for that thou art a stranger in our land.' If he say to thee, 'I have no desire for
her' and hold off from thee, know that he will not buy; in which case, let me know, so I may contrive thee another device; and if he say to thee
other than this, conceal not from me aught..Moreover, King Shehriyar summoned chroniclers and copyists and bade them write all that had betided
him with his wife, first and last; so they wrote this and named it "The Stories of the Thousand Nights and One Night." The book came to (195)
thirty volumes and these the king laid up in his treasury. Then the two kings abode with their wives in all delight and solace of life, for that indeed
God the Most High had changed their mourning into joyance; and on this wise they continued till there took them the Destroyer of Delights and
Sunderer of Companies, he who maketh void the dwelling-places and peopleth the tombs, and they were translated to the mercy of God the Most
High; their houses were laid waste and their palaces ruined and the kings inherited their riches..Tenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 172.Then she wept
and the old woman with her and the latter went up to Aboulhusn and uncovering his face, saw his eyes bound and swollen for the binding. So she
covered him again and said, "Indeed, O Nuzhet el Fuad, thou art afflicted in Aboulhusn!" Then she condoled with her and going out from her, ran
without ceasing till she came in to the Lady Zubeideh and related to her the story; and the princess said to her, laughing, "Tell it over again to the
Khalif, who maketh me out scant of wit and lacking of religion, and to this ill-omened slave, who presumeth to contradict me." Quoth Mesrour,
"This old woman lieth; for I saw Aboulhusn well and Nuzhet el Fuad it was who lay dead." "It is thou that liest," rejoined the stewardess, "and
wouldst fain sow discord between the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh." And he said, "None lieth but thou, O old woman of ill-omen, and thy lady
believeth thee, and she doteth." Whereupon the Lady Zubeideh cried out at him, and indeed she was enraged at him and at his speech and
wept..The company marvelled at the generosity of this man and his clemency (152) and courtesy, and the Sultan said, 'Tell us another of thy
stories.' (153) 'It is well,' answered the officer, 'They avouch that.? ? ? ? ? They left me and content forthright forsook my heart,.? ? ? ? ? Thy haters
say and those who malice to thee bear A true word, profiting its hearers everywhere;.?STORY OF THE OLD WOMAN, THE MERCHANT AND
THE KING..? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story lxiii.'Well done, O damsel!' cried Ishac. 'By Allah, this is a fair hour!' Whereupon she rose and
kissed his hand, saying, 'O my lord, the hands stand still in thy presence and the tongues at thy sight, and the eloquent before thee are dumb; but
thou art the looser of the veil.' (171) Then she clung to him and said, 'Stand.' So he stood and said to her, 'Who art thou and what is thy need?' She
raised a corner of the veil, and he beheld a damsel as she were the rising full moon or the glancing lightning, with two side locks of hair that fell
down to her anklets. She kissed his hand and said to him, 'O my lord, know that I have been in this barrack these five months, during which time I
have been withheld (172) from sale till thou shouldst be present [and see me]; and yonder slave-dealer still made thy coming a pretext to me (173)
and forbade me, for all I sought of him night and day that he should cause thee come hither and vouchsafe me thy presence and bring me and thee
together.' Quoth Ishac, 'Say what thou wouldst have.' And she answered, 'I beseech thee, by God the Most High, that thou buy me, so I may be with
thee, by way of service.' 'Is that thy desire?' asked he, and she replied, ' Yes.'.When he felt the water, he struck out, and gave not over swimming till
he landed upon an island, where he abode five days, finding nothing which he might eat or drink; but, on the sixth day, when he despaired of
himself, he caught sight of a passing ship; so he made signals to the crew and they came and took him up and fared on with him to an inhabited
country, where they set him ashore, naked as he was. There he saw a man tilling; so he sought guidance of him and the husbandman said, 'Art thou
a stranger?' 'Yes,' answered the king and sat with him and they talked. The husbandman found him quickwitted and intelligent and said to him, 'If
thou sawest a comrade of mine, thou wouldst see him the like of what I see thee, for his case is even as thy case, and he is presently my friend.'.The
Khalif marvelled at my speech and said, 'How great is this king! Indeed, his letter testifieth of him; and as for the magnificence of his dominion,
thou hast acquainted us with that which thou hast seen; so, by Allah, he hath been given both wisdom and dominion.' Then he bestowed on me
largesse and dismissed me, so I returned to my house and paid the poor-rate (216) and gave alms and abode in my former easy and pleasant case,
forgetting the grievous stresses I had suffered. Yea, I cast out from my heart the cares of travel and traffic and put away travail from my thought
and gave myself up to eating and drinking and pleasure and delight.".There was once a king of the kings of the earth, who dwelt in a populous
(236) city, abounding in good; but he oppressed its people and used them foully, so that he ruined (237) the city; and he was named none other than
tyrant and misdoer. Now he was wont, whenas he heard of a masterful man (238) in another land, to send after him and tempt him with money to
take service with him; and there was a certain tither, who exceeded all his brethren in oppression of the people and foulness of dealing. So the king
sent after him and when he stood before him, he found him a mighty man (239) and said to him, 'Thou hast been praised to me, but meseemeth thou
overpassest the description. Set out to me somewhat of thy sayings and doings, so I may be dispensed therewith from [enquiring into] all thy
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circumstance.' 'With all my heart,' answered the other. 'Know, O king, that I oppress the folk and people (240) the land, whilst other than I wasteth
(241) it and peopleth it not.'.Next morning, up came the Cadi, with his face like the ox-eye, (104) and said, "In the name of God, where is my
debtor and where is my money?" Then he wept and cried out and said to the prefect, "Where is that ill-omened fellow, who aboundeth in thievery
and villainy?" Therewith the prefect turned to me and said, "Why dost thou not answer the Cadi?" And I replied, "O Amir, the two heads (105) are
not equal, and I, I have no helper but God; but, if the right be on my side, it will appear." At this the Cadi cried out and said, "Out on thee, O
ill-omened fellow! How wilt thou make out that the right is on thy side?" "O our lord the Cadi," answered I, "I deposited with thee a trust, to wit, a
woman whom we found at thy door, and on her raiment and trinkets of price. Now she is gone, even as yesterday is gone; and after this thou turnest
upon us and makest claim upon me for six thousand dinars. By Allah, this is none other than gross unright, and assuredly some losel of thy
household hath transgressed against her!".Now the king was seated at the lattice, hearkening to their talk, and Abou Sabir's words angered him; so
he bade bring him before him and they brought him forthright. Now there was in the king's palace an underground dungeon and therein a vast deep
pit, into which the king caused cast Abou Sabir, saying to him, 'O lackwit, now shall we see how thou wilt come forth of the pit to the throne of the
kingdom.' Then he used to come and stand at the mouth of the pit and say, 'O lackwit, O Abou Sabir, I see thee not come forth of the pit and sit
down on the king's throne!' And he assigned him each day two cakes of bread, whilst Abou Sabir held his peace and spoke not, but bore with
patience that which betided him..? ? ? ? ? Wherefore fair patience look thou use, for sure 'tis praiseworthy; Yea, and its issues evermore are blessed
and benign;.(Conclusion).?THE FIFTH OFFICER'S STORY..48. The Thief and the Money-Changer ccxliv.When the king heard this story, he said
in himself, "Verily, had I given ear to the sayings of my courtiers and inclined to the idle prate [of those who counselled me] in the matter of [the
slaying of] my vizier, I had repented to the utterest of repentance, but praised be God, who hath disposed me to mansuetude and long-suffering and
hath endowed me with patience!" Then he turned to the vizier and bade him return to his dwelling and [dismissed] those who were present, as of
wont..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. The King's Son and the Ogress xv.Vizier's Daughters, The Two Kings and the, iii. 145,.Then they displayed Shehrzad in
the sixth and seventh dresses and clad her in youths' apparel, whereupon she came forward, swaying coquettishly from side to side; and indeed she
ravished wits and hearts and ensorcelled with her glances [all who looked on her]. She shook her sides and wagged her hips, then put her hair on
the hilt of her sword and went up to King Shehriyar, who embraced her, as the hospitable man embraces the guest, and threatened her in her ear
with the taking of the sword; and indeed she was even as saith of her the poet in these verses:.Prince who fell in Love with the Picture, The, i.
256..? ? ? ? ? Still do I yearn, whilst passion's fire flames in my liver aye; For parting's shafts have smitten me and done my strength away.."By
Allah, he treadeth no carpet of mine! Who is at the door other than he?" "Jerir ibn el Khetefa," answered Adi; and Omar said, "It is he who saith ...
" [And he recited as follows:].? ? ? ? ? Then sent I speech to thee in verses such as burn The heart; reproach therein was none nor yet unright;.First
Officer's Story, The, ii. 122..? ? ? ? ? Would God thou knewest that for love of thee which I endure! It hath indeed brought down on me
estrangement and dismay..? ? ? ? ? The huntress of th' eyes (60) by night came to me. "Turn in peace," [Quoth I to her;] "This is no time for
visiting, I ween.".Quoth Ishac, 'Indeed, this was of thy fair fortune. By Allah, I know not that which thou knowest in this craft!' Then he arose and
going to a chest, brought out therefrom striped clothes of great price, netted with jewels and great pearls, and said to her, 'In the name of God, don
these, O my lady Tuhfeh.' So she arose and donned those clothes and veiled herself and went up [with Ishac] to the palace of the Khalifate, where
he made her stand without, whilst he himself went in to the Commander of the Faithful (with whom was Jaafer the Barmecide) and kissing the
earth before him, said to him, 'O Commander of the Faithful, I have brought thee a damsel, never saw eyes her like for excellence in singing and
touching the lute; and her name is Tuhfeh." (186) 'And where,' asked Er Reshed, 'is this Tuhfeh, who hath not her like in the world?' Quoth Ishac,
'Yonder she stands, O Commander of the Faithful;' and he acquainted the Khalif with her case from first to last. Then said Er Reshid, 'It is a marvel
to hear thee praise a slave-girl after this fashion. Admit her, so we may see her, for that the morning may not be hidden.'.Wife, Firouz aad his, i.
209..Meanwhile, El Abbas abode with his cousin Akil twenty days, after which he made ready for the journey to Baghdad and letting bring the
booty he had gotten of King Zuheir, divided it between himself and his cousin. Then he set out for Baghdad, and when he came within two days'
journey of the city, he called his servant Aamir and bade him mount his charger and forego him with the baggage-train and the cattle. So Aamir
[took horse and] fared on till he came to Baghdad, and the season of his entering was the first of the day; nor was there little child or hoary old man
in the city but came forth to divert himself with gazing on those flocks and herds and upon the goodliness of those slave-girls, and their wits were
amazed at what they saw. Presently the news reached the king that the young man El Abbas, who had gone forth from him, was come back with
herds and rarities and slaves and a mighty host and had taken up his sojourn without the city, whilst his servant Aamir was presently come to
Baghdad, so he might make ready dwelling- places for his lord, wherein he should take up his abode..? ? ? ? ? "How call'st thou this thy dress?"
quoth we, and she replied A word wherein the wise a lesson well might trace;.Awhile after this, two merchants presented themselves to the king
with two horses, and one said, 'I ask a thousand dinars for my horse,' and the other, 'I seek five thousand for mine.' Quoth the cook, 'We have
experienced the old man's just judgment; what deemeth the king of fetching him?' So the king bade fetch him, and when he saw the two horses, he
said, 'This one is worth a thousand and the other two thousand dinars.' Quoth the folk, 'This [horse that thou judgeth the lesser worth] is an evident
thoroughbred and he is younger and swifter and more compact of limb than the other, ay, and finer of head and clearer of skin and colour. What
token, then, hast thou of the truth of thy saying?' And the old man said, 'This ye say is all true, but his sire is old and this other is the son of a young
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horse. Now, when the son of an old horse standeth still [to rest,] his breath returneth not to him and his rider falleth into the hand of him who
followeth after him; but the son of a young horse, if thou put him to speed and make him run, [then check him] and alight from off him, thou wilt
find him untired, by reason of his robustness.'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother clx.19. The Sparrow and the Peacock
clii.Then they went on a little, and thieves met them and despoiling them of that which remained with them, stripped them of their raiment and took
the children from them; whereupon the woman wept and said to her husband, 'O man, put away from thee this folly and arise, let us follow the
thieves, so haply they may have compassion on us and restore the children to us.' 'O woman,' answered he, 'have patience, for he who doth evil
shall be requited with evil and his wickedness shall revert upon him. Were I to follow them, most like one of them would take his sword and smite
off my head and slay me; but have patience, for the issue of patience is praised.' Then they fared on till they drew near a village in the land of
Kirman, and by it a river of water. So he said to his wife, 'Abide thou here, whilst I enter the village and look us out a place wherein we may take
up our lodging.' And he left her by the water and entered the village..Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who gave his Fair Daughter in Marriage to the,
i. 247..?Story of King Bekhtzeman..? ? ? ? ? 'Twas not of wine that I had drunk; her mouth's sweet honeyed dews It was intoxicated me with bliss
and ravishment..Thy haters say and those who malice to thee bear, iii. 8..As I was passing one day in the market, I found that a thief had broken
into the shop of a money-changer and taken thence a casket, with which he had made off to the burial-grounds. So I followed him thither [and came
up to him, as] he opened the casket and fell a-looking into it; whereupon I accosted him, saying, "Peace be on thee!" And he was startled at me.
Then I left him and went away from him..As I sat one day in my shop, there came up to me a fair woman, as she were the moon at its rising, and
with her a slave-girl. Now I was a handsome man in my time; so the lady sat down on [the bench before] my shop and buying stuffs of me, paid
down the price and went away. I questioned the girl of her and she said, "I know not her name." Quoth I, "Where is her abode?" "In heaven,"
answered the slave-girl; and I said, "She is presently on the earth; so when doth she ascend to heaven and where is the ladder by which she goeth
up?" Quoth the girl, "She hath her lodging in a palace between two rivers, (181) to wit, the palace of El Mamoun el Hakim bi Amrillah." (182)
Then said I, "I am a dead man, without recourse; "but she replied, "Have patience, for needs must she return unto thee and buy stuffs of thee yet
again." "And how cometh it," asked I, "that the Commander of the Faithful trusteth her to go out?" "He loveth her with an exceeding love,"
answered she, "and is wrapped up in her and gainsayeth her not.".The eunuch returned and told the king, who said, "Indeed, we have been
neglectful with regard to El Abbas. What shall be our excuse with the king? By Allah, my soul misdoubted me that the youth was of the sons of the
kings!" The Lady Afifeh, his wife, saw him lamenting for [his usage of] El Abbas and said to him, "O king, what is it thou regrettest with this
exceeding regret?" Quoth he, "Thou knowest the stranger youth, who gave us the rubies?" "Assuredly," answered she; and he said, "Yonder youths,
who have halted in the palace court, are his mamelukes, and his father King El Aziz, lord of Yemen, hath pitched his camp in the Green Meadow;
for he is come with his army to seek him, and the number of his troops is [four-and-] twenty thousand men." [Then he went out from her], and
when she heard his words, she wept sore for him and had compassion on his case and sent after him, counselling him to send for the mamelukes
and lodge them [in the palace] and entertain them..On this wise we abode a whole year, at the end of which time she was absent (185) from me a
month's space, wherefore fire raged in my heart on her account. When it was the next month, behold, a little eunuch presented himself to me and
said, "I am a messenger to thee from such an one," [naming my mistress], "who giveth thee to know that the Commander of the Faithful hath
sentenced her to be drowned, her and those who are with her, six-and-twenty slave-girls, on such a day at Deir et Tin, (186) for that they have
confessed against one another of lewdness, and she biddeth thee look how thou mayst do with her and how thou mayst contrive to deliver her, even
if thou gather together all her money and spend it upon her, for that this is the time of manhood." (187) Quoth I, "I know not this woman; belike it
is other than I [to whom this message is addressed]; so beware, O eunuch, lest thou cast me into stress." Quoth he, "Behold, I have told thee [that
which I had to say,"] and went away, leaving me in concern [on her account]..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother cliv.? ? ? ?
? Drink ever, O lovers, I rede you, of wine And praise his desert who for yearning doth pine,.? ? ? ? ? In glory's raiment clad, by thee the stars of
heaven are shamed And in amaze the full moon stares to see thy goodlihead..103. Julnar of the Sea and her Son King Bedr Basim of Persia
dccxciv.Presently Aboulhusn turned to a damsel and called to her; whereupon she came to him and he said to her, "By the protection of God, O
damsel, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Yes, indeed," answered she; "by the protection of God thou in this time art Commander of the
Faithful." Quoth he, "By Allah, thou liest, O thousandfold strumpet!" Then he turned to the chief eunuch and called to him, whereupon he came to
him and kissing the earth before him, said, "Yes, O Commander of the Faithful." "Who is Commander of the Faithful?" asked Aboulhusn. "Thou,"
replied the eunuch and Aboulhusn said, "Thou liest, thousandfold catamite that thou art!" Then he turned to another eunuch and said to him, "O my
chief, (20) by the protection of God, am I Commander of the Faithful?" "Ay, by Allah, O my lord!" answered he. "Thou in this time art
Commander of the Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds." Aboulhusn laughed at himself and misdoubted of his reason and was perplexed at
what he saw and said, "In one night I am become Khalif! Yesterday I was Aboulhusn the Wag, and to-day I am Commander of the Faithful." Then
the chief eunuch came up to him and said, "O Commander of the Faithful, (the name of God encompass thee!) thou art indeed Commander of the
Faithful and Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds!" And the slave-girls and eunuchs came round about him, till he arose and abode wondering at his
case..? ? ? ? ? How long shall I anights distracted be for love Of thee? How long th' assaults of grief and woes abide?.Now the king had a son, a
pleasant child, called the Amir Mohammed, who was comely of youth and sweet of speech; he had read in books and studied histories and above
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all things in the world he loved the telling and hearing of verses and stories and anecdotes. He was dear to his father King Jemhour, for that he had
none other son than he on life, and indeed he had reared him in the lap of fondness and he was gifted with the utterest of beauty and grace and
brightness and perfection. Moreover, he had learnt to play upon the lute and upon all manner instruments of music and he was used to [carouse
and] company with friends and brethren. Now it was of his wont that, when the king rose to go to his sleeping-chamber, he would sit in his place
and seek of me that I should entertain him with stories and verses and pleasant anecdotes; and on this wise I abode with them a great while in all
cheer and delight, and the prince still loved me with an exceeding great love and entreated me with the utmost kindness..Then she cast the lute from
her hand and wept till she made the Lady Zubeideh weep, and she said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, methinks he whom thou lovest is not in this world,
for that the Commander of the Faithful hath sought him in every place, but hath not found him." Whereupon the damsel arose and kissing the Lady
Zubeideh's hands, said to her, "O my lady, if thou wouldst have him found, I have a request to make to thee, wherein thou mayst accomplish my
occasion with the Commander of the Faithful." Quoth the princess, "And what is it?" "It is," answered Sitt el Milah, "that thou get me leave to go
forth by myself and go round about in quest of him three days, for the adage saith, 'She who mourneth for herself is not the like of her who is hired
to mourn.' (29) If I find him, I will bring him before the Commander of the Faithful, so he may do with us what he will; and if I find him not, I shall
be cut off from hope of him and that which is with me will be assuaged." Quoth the Lady Zubeideh, "I will not get thee leave from him but for a
whole month; so be of good heart and cheerful eye." Whereupon Sitt el Milah was glad and rising, kissed the earth before her once more and went
away to her own place, rejoicing..? ? ? ? ? My clothes of sendal are, my veil of the sun's light, The very handiwork of God the Lord Most
High..When she had made an end of her song, she cast the lute from her hand and wept till she swooned away, whereupon the Khalif bade carry her
to her chamber. Now he was ravished with her and loved her with an exceeding love; so, after awhile, he again commanded to bring her to his
presence, and when she came, he bade her sing. Accordingly, she took the lute and spoke forth that which was in her heart and sang the following
verses:.?STORY OF THE LACKPENNY AND THE COOK..Presently, one of the eunuchs sat down at his head and said to him, "Sit up, O
Commander of the Faithful, and look on thy palace and thy slave-girls." Quoth Aboulhusn, "By the protection of God, am I in truth Commander of
the Faithful and dost thou not lie? Yesterday, I went not forth neither ruled, but drank and slept, and this eunuch cometh to rouse me up." Then he
sat up and bethought himself of that which had betided him with his mother and how he had beaten her and entered the hospital, and he saw the
marks of the beating, wherewithal the superintendant of the hospital had beaten him, and was perplexed concerning his affair and pondered in
himself, saying, "By Allah, I know not how my case is nor what is this that betideth me!".? ? ? ? ? Quoth he, what while from out his hair the
morning glimmered white, "This, this is life indeed, except, alas! it doth not stay.".?THE FIRST OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and her
Two Lovers dlxxxi.This was all the merchant's good; so he said, "O youth, I will play thee another game for the shop." Now the value of the shop
was four thousand dinars; so they played and El Abbas beat him and won his shop, with that which was therein; whereupon the other arose, shaking
his clothes, and said to him, "Up, O youth, and take thy shop." So El Abbas arose and repairing to the shop, took possession thereof, after which he
returned to [the place where he had left] his servant [Aamir] and found there the Amir Saad, who was come to bid him to the presence of the king.
El Abbas consented to this and accompanied him till they came before King Ins ben Cais, whereupon he kissed the earth and saluted him and
exceeded (78) in the salutation. Quoth the king to him, "Whence comest thou, O youth?" and he answered, "I come from Yemen.".? ? ? ? ? How
long did the heart for thy love that languished with longing endure A burden of passion, 'neath which e'en mountains might totter and fail!.? ? ? ? ?
d. The Lover's Trick against the Chaste Wife dlxxx.Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The Seventh, iii. 224..When the king heard this, he said in
himself "How like is this to my own story in the matter of the vizier and his slaughter! Had I not used precaution, I had put him to death." And he
bade Er Rehwan depart to his own house..Meanwhile, the nurse awoke, that she might give the child suck, and seeing the bed running with blood,
cried out; whereupon the sleepers and the king awoke and making for the place, found the child with his throat cut and the cradle running over with
blood and his father slain and dead in his sleeping chamber. So they examined the child and found life in him and his windpipe whole and sewed
up the place of the wound. Then the king sought his son Belehwan, but found him not and saw that he had fled; whereby he knew that it was he
who had done this deed, and this was grievous to the king and to the people of his realm and to the lady Shah Katoun. So the king laid out his son
Melik Shah and buried him and made him a mighty funeral and they mourned passing sore; after which he addressed himself to the rearing of the
infant.? ? ? ? ? The bitterness of false accusing shall thou taste And eke the thing reveal that thou art fain to hide;.On the morrow, he repaired to the
druggist, who saluted him and came to meet him and rejoiced in him and smiled in his face, deeming his wife innocent. Then he questioned him of
his yesterday's case and he told him how he had fared, saying, 'O my brother, when the cuckold knocked at the door, I would have entered the
chest; but his wife forbade me and rolled me up in the rug. The man entered and thought of nothing but the chest; so he broke it open and abode as
he were a madman, going up and coming down. Then he went his way and I came out and we abode on our wonted case till eventide, when she
gave me this shirt of her husband's; and behold, I am going to her.'.When the appointed day arrived, the chief of the police set apart for his officers
a saloon, that had windows ranged in order and giving upon the garden, and El Melik ez Zahir came to him, and he seated himself, he and the
Sultan, in the alcove. Then the tables were spread unto them for eating and they ate; and when the cup went round amongst them and their hearts
were gladdened with meat and drink, they related that which was with them and discovered their secrets from concealment. The first to relate was a
man, a captain of the watch, by name Muineddin, whose heart was engrossed with the love of women; and he said, 'Harkye, all ye people of
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[various] degree, I will acquaint you with an extraordinary affair which befell me aforetime. Know that.May the place of my session ne'er lack
thee! Oh, why, iii. 118.? ? ? ? ? I marvel for that to my love I see thee now incline, What time my heart, indeed, is fain to turn away from thine..? ?
? ? ? But, when from home it fares, forthright all glory it attains And 'twixt the eyelid and the eye incontinent 'tis dight..King Shehriyar marvelled
[at this story (146)] and said "By Allah, verily, injustice slayeth its folk!" (147) And he was edified by that wherewith Shehrzad bespoke him and
sought help of God the Most High. Then said he to her, "Tell me another of thy stories, O Shehrzad; let it be a pleasant one and this shall be the
completion of the story-telling." "With all my heart," answered Shehrzad. "It hath reached me, O august King, that a man once said to his fellows, 'I
will set forth to you a means (148) of security (149) against vexation. (150) A friend of mine once related to me and said, "We attained [whiles] to
security (151) against vexation, (152)and the origin of it was other than this; to wit, it was as follows. (153).On the morrow they (199) returned to
their place, as of their wont, and betook themselves to eating and drinking and merry-making and sporting till the last of the day, when Sindbad
bade them hearken to his relation concerning his sixth voyage, the which (quoth he) is of the most extraordinary of pleasant stories and the most
startling [for that which it compriseth] of tribulations and disasters. Then said he,.Man of Khorassan, his Son and his Governor, Story of the, i.
218..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of Taj el Mulouk and the Princess Dunya cvii.Now this was at the beginning of the month, and when it was the end thereof,
Aboulhusn longed to drink wine and returning to his former usance, furnished his saloon and made ready food and let bring wine; then, going forth
to the bridge, he sat there, expecting one whom he should carouse withal, as of his wont. As he sat thus, behold, up came the Khalif [and Mesrour]
to him; but Aboulhusn saluted them not and said to them, "No welcome and no greeting to the perverters! (31) Ye are no other than devils."
However, the Khalif accosted him and said to him, "O my brother, did I not say to thee that I would return to thee?" Quoth Aboulhusn, "I have no
need of thee; and as the byword says in verse:.? ? ? ? ? Or if to me "I'm absent" thou sayest, "'Tis a lie," My heart replies, bewildered 'twixt doubt
and certainty..Fourteenth Officer's Story, The, ii. 183..Selim followed him till he brought him to an underground chamber and showed him
somewhat of wine that was to his mind. So he occupied him with looking upon it and taking him at unawares, sprang upon him from behind and
cast him to the earth and sat upon his breast. Then he drew a knife and set it to his jugular; whereupon there betided Selim [that wherewithal] God
made him forget all that He had decreed [unto him], (72) and he said to the cook, 'Why dost thou this thing, O man? Be mindful of God the Most
High and fear Him. Seest thou not that I am a stranger? And indeed [I have left] behind me a defenceless woman. Why wilt thou slay me?' Quoth
the cook, 'Needs must I slay thee, so I may take thy good.' And Selim said, 'Take my good, but slay me not, neither enter into sin against me; and
do with me kindness, for that the taking of my money is lighter (73) than the taking of my life.'.There was once, in a province of Persia, a king of
the kings, who was mighty of estate, endowed with majesty and venerance and having troops and guards at his command; but he was childless.
Towards the end of his life, his Lord vouchsafed him a male child, and the boy grew up and was comely and learned all manner of knowledge. He
made him a private place, to wit, a lofty palace, builded with coloured marbles and [adorned with] jewels and paintings. When the prince entered
the palace, he saw in its ceiling the picture [of a woman], than whom he had never beheld a fairer of aspect, and she was compassed about with
slave-girls; whereupon he fell down in a swoon and became distraught for love of her. Then he sat under the picture, till, one day, his father came
in to him and finding him wasted of body and changed of colour, by reason of his [continual] looking on that picture, thought that he was ill and
sent for the sages and physicians, that they might medicine him. Moreover, he said to one of his boon- companions, 'If thou canst learn what aileth
my son, thou shalt have of me largesse.' So the courtier went in to the prince and spoke him fair and cajoled him, till he confessed to him that his
malady was caused by the picture. Then he returned to the king and told him what ailed his son, whereupon he transported the prince to another
palace and made his former lodging the guest-house; and whosoever of the Arabs was entertained therein, he questioned of the picture, but none
could give him tidings thereof..The news came to the rest of the kings; so they [flew after him and] overtaking him, found him full of trouble and
fear, with fire issuing from his nostrils, and said to him, 'O Sheikh Aboultawaif, what is to do?' Quoth he, 'Know that Meimoun hath carried off
Tuhfeh from my palace and outraged mine honour.' When they heard this, they said, 'There is no power and no virtue but in God the Most High, the
Supreme! By Allah, he hath ventured upon a grave matter and indeed he destroyeth himself and his people!' Then the Sheikh Iblis gave not over
flying till he fell in with the tribes of the Jinn, and there gathered themselves together unto him much people, none may tell the tale of them save
God the Most High. So they came to the Fortress of Copper and the Citadel of Lead, (238) and the people of the strongholds saw the tribes of the
Jinn issuing from every steep mountain-pass and said, 'What is to do?' Then Iblis went in to King Es Shisban and acquainted him with that which
had befallen, whereupon quoth he, 'May God destroy Meimoun and his folk! He thinketh to possess Tuhfeh, and she is become queen of the Jinn!
But have patience till we contrive that which befitteth in the matter of Tuhfeh.' Quoth Iblis, 'And what befitteth it to do?' And Es Shisban said, *We
will fall upon him and slay him and his people with the sword.'.159. The Man of Upper Egypt and his Frank Wife dcccxciv.It is said that, when the
Khalifate devolved on Omar ben Abdulaziz (42) (of whom God accept), the poets [of the time] resorted to him, as they had been used to resort to
the Khalifs before him, and abode at his door days and days, but he gave them not leave to enter, till there came to Omar Adi ben Artah, (43) who
stood high in esteem with him. Jerir (44) accosted him and begged him to crave admission for them [to the Khalif]. "It is well," answered Adi and
going in to Omar, said to him, "The poets are at thy door and have been there days and days; yet hast thou not given them leave to enter, albeit their
sayings are abiding (45) and their arrows go straight to the mark." Quoth Omar, "What have I to do with the poets?" And Adi answered, saying, "O
Commander of the Faithful, the Prophet (whom God bless and preserve) was praised [by a poet] and gave [him largesse,] and therein (46) is an
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exemplar to every Muslim." Quoth Omar, "And who praised him?" "Abbas ben Mirdas (47) praised him," replied Adi, "and he clad him with a suit
and said, 'O Bilal, (48) cut off from me his tongue!'" "Dost thou remember what he said?" asked the Khalif; and Adi said, "Yes." "Then repeat it,"
rejoined Omar. So Adi recited the following verses:.96. Ali ben Tahir and the Girl Mounis dclxxxviii
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