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Then they all four arose, laying wagers with one another, and went forth, walking, from the palace-gate [and fared on] till they came in at the gate

of the street in which Aboulhusn el Khelia dwelt. He saw them and said to his wife Nuzhet el Fuad, "Verily, all that is sticky is not a pancake and

not every time cometh the jar off safe. (38)' Meseemeth the old woman hath gone and told her lady and acquainted her with our case and she hath

disputed with Mesrour the eunuch and they have laid wagers with one another about our death and are come to us, all four, the Khalif and the

eunuch and the Lady Zubeideh and the old woman." When Nuzhet el Fuad heard this, she started up from her lying posture and said, "How shall

we do?" And he said, "We will both feign ourselves dead and stretch ourselves out and hold our breath." So she hearkened unto him and they both

lay down on the siesta[-carpet] and bound their feet and shut their eyes and covered themselves with the veil and held their breath..When he saw

those many bones, he rejoiced therein with an exceeding joy and carried away what he had a mind to thereof. Then we returned to his house and he

entreated me with increased favour and said to me, 'Verily, O my son, thou hast directed us to a passing great gain, may God requite thee with all

good! Thou art free for the sake of God the Most High. Every year these elephants used to kill of us much people on account of these bones; but

God delivered thee from them and thou hast done us good service in the matter of these bones, of which thou hast given us to know; wherefore

thou meritest a great recompense, and thou art free.' 'O my lord,' answered I, 'may God free thy neck from the fire! I desire of thee that thou give

me leave to return to my own country.' 'So be it,' replied he; 'but we have a fair, on occasion whereof the merchants come hither to us and take of us

these elephants' bones. The time of the fair is now at hand, and when they come to us, I will send thee with them and give thee somewhat to bring

thee to thine own country.'.There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, in the city of Baghdad, the Abode of Peace, a king mighty of

estate, lord of understanding and beneficence and liberality and generosity, and he was strong of sultanate and endowed with might and majesty

and magnificence. His name was Ins ben Cais ben Rebiya es Sheibani, (47) and when he took horse, there rode unto him [warriors] from the

farthest parts of the two Iraks. (48) God the Most High decreed that he should take to wife a woman hight Afifeh, daughter of Ased es Sundusi,

who was endowed with beauty and grace and brightness and perfection and justness of shape and symmetry; her face was like unto the new moon

and she had eyes as they were gazelle's eyes and an aquiline nose like the crescent moon. She had learned horsemanship and the use of arms and

had thoroughly studied the sciences of the Arabs; moreover, she had gotten by heart all the dragomanish (49) tongues and indeed she was a

ravishment to mankind..Tuhfeh arose and kissed the earth and the queen thanked her for this and bade her sit. So she sat down and the queen called

for food; whereupon they brought a table of gold, inlaid with pearls and jacinths and jewels and spread with various kinds of birds and meats of

divers hues, and the queen said, 'O Tuhfeh, in the name of God, let us eat bread and salt together, thou and I.' So Tuhfeh came forward and ate of

those meats and tasted somewhat the like whereof she had never eaten, no, nor aught more delicious than it, what while the slave-girls stood

compassing about the table and she sat conversing and laughing with the queen. Then said the latter, 'O my sister, a slave-girl told me of thee that

thou saidst, "How loathly is yonder genie Meimoun! There is no eating [in his presence]."' (227) 'By Allah, O my lady,' answered Tuhfeh, 'I cannot

brook the sight of him, (228) and indeed I am fearful of him.' When the queen heard this, she laughed, till she fell backward, and said, 'O my sister,

by the virtue of the inscription upon the seal-ring of Solomon, prophet of God, I am queen over all the Jinn, and none dare so much as look on thee

a glance of the eye.' And Tuhfeh kissed her hand. Then the tables were removed and they sat talking..'Thou liest, O accursed one,' cried the king

and bade lay hands on him and clap him in irons. Then he turned to the two youths, his sons, and strained them to his breast, weeping sore and

saying, 'O all ye who are present of cadis and assessors and officers of state, know that these twain are my sons and that this is my wife and the

daughter of my father's brother; for that I was king aforetime in such a region.' And he recounted to them his history from beginning to end, nor is

there aught of profit in repetition; whereupon the folk cried out with weeping and lamentation for the stress of that which they heard of marvellous

chances and that rare story. As for the king's wife, he caused carry her into his palace and lavished upon her and upon her sons all that behoved and

beseemed them of bounties, whilst the folk flocked to offer up prayers for him and give him joy of [his reunion with] his wife and children..? ? ? ? ?

? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of King Sindbad and his Falcon v.So he said to her, 'Do thou excuse me, for my servant hath locked the door, and who shall open

to us?' Quoth she, 'O my lord, the padlock is worth [but] half a score dirhems.' So saying, she tucked up [her sleeves] from fore-arms as they were

crystal and taking a stone, smote upon the padlock and broke it. Then she opened the door and said to him, 'Enter, O my lord.' So he entered,

committing his affair to God, (to whom belong might and majesty,) and she entered after him and locked the door from within. They found

themselves in a pleasant house, comprising all (262) weal and gladness; and the young man went on, till he came to the sitting-chamber, and

behold, it was furnished with the finest of furniture [and arrayed on the goodliest wise for the reception of guests,] as hath before been set out, [for

that it was the house of the man aforesaid]..Now the king's vizier had two daughters, own sisters, the elder of whom had read books and made

herself mistress of [all] sciences and studied the writings of the sages and the histories of the boon-companions, (160) and she was possessed of

abundant wit and knowledge galore and surpassing apprehension. She heard that which the folk suffered from the king and his despiteous usage of

their children; whereupon compassion gat hold upon her for them and jealousy and she besought God the Most High that He would bring the king

to renounce that his heresy, (161) and God answered her prayer. Then she took counsel with her younger sister and said to her, 'I mean to contrive

somewhat for the liberation of the people's children; and it is that I will go up to the king [and offer myself to him], and when I come to his
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presence, I will seek thee. When thou comest in to me and the king hath done his occasion [of me], do thou say to me, 'O my sister, let me hear and

let the king hear a story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal we may beguile the waking hours of our night, till we take leave of each other.' 'It is

well,' answered the other. 'Surely this contrivance will deter the king from his heresy and thou shalt be requited with exceeding favour and

abounding recompense in the world to come, for that indeed thou adventurest thyself and wilt either perish or attain to thy desire.'.? ? ? ? ? Quoth I,

"Thou overcurtainest the morning with the night;" And she, "Not so; it is the moon that with the dark I shroud.".Daughter of the Poor Old Man, The

Rich Man who married his Fair, i. 247..? ? ? ? ? So I stretch out my root neath the flood And my branches turn back to it there..? ? ? ? ? "Take

comfort, for the loved are come again,".Next morning, he again took up the bier and went round with it as before, in quest of alms. Presently, the

master of police, who was of those who had given alms on account of the supposed dead man on the previous day, met him; so he was angered and

fell on the porters and beat them and took the [supposed] dead body, saying, 'I will bury him and earn the reward [of God].' (35) So his men took

him up and carrying him to the prefecture, fetched grave-diggers, who dug him a grave. Then they bought him a shroud and perfumes (36) and

fetched an old man of the quarter, to wash him. So he recited over him [the appointed prayers and portions of the Koran] and laying him on the

bench, washed him and shrouded him. After he had shrouded him, he voided; (37) so he renewed the washing and went away to make his

ablutions, (38) whilst all the folk departed, likewise, to make the [obligatory] ablution, previously to the funeral..However, he would not be denied,

and when he saw her [constant] refusal of herself to him, he feared lest she should tell the folk of him. So, when he arose in the morning, he took a

scroll and wrote in it what he would of forgery and falsehood and going up to the Sultan's palace, said, '[I have] an advisement [for the king].' So he

bade admit him and he delivered him the writ that he had forged, saying, 'I found this letter with the woman, the devotee, the ascetic, and indeed

she is a spy, a secret informer against the king to his enemy; and I deem the king's due more incumbent on me than any other and his advisement

the first [duty], for that he uniteth in himself all the people, and but for the king's presence, the subjects would perish; wherefore I have brought

[thee] warning.' The king put faith in his words and sent with him those who should lay hands upon the woman and put her to death; but they found

her not..When she had made an end of her verses, she folded the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who took it and went with it to El Abbas. When

she gave it to him, he took it and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport; and when he came to the end of it, he swooned away. After

awhile, he came to himself and said, "Praised be God who hath caused her return an answer to my letter! Canst thou carry her another letter, and

with God the Most High be thy requital?" Quoth she, "And what shall letters profit thee, seeing she answereth on this wise?" But he said, "Belike,

she may yet be softened." Then he took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.Then said she to me, "To-morrow morning, when Amin

el Hukm cometh, have patience with him till he have made an end of his speech, and when he is silent, return him no answer; and if the prefect say

to thee, 'What ailest thee that thou answereth him not?' do thou reply, 'O lord, know that the two words are not alike, but there is no [helper] for him

who is undermost (101), save God the Most High.' (102) The Cadi will say, 'What is the meaning of thy saying," The two words are not alike"?'

And do thou make answer, saying, 'I deposited with thee a damsel from the palace of the Sultan, and most like some losel of thy household hath

transgressed against her or she hath been privily murdered. Indeed, there were on her jewels and raiment worth a thousand dinars, and hadst thou

put those who are with thee of slaves and slave-girls to the question, thou hadst assuredly lit on some traces [of the crime].' When he heareth this

from thee, his agitation will redouble and he will be confounded and will swear that needs must thou go with him to his house; but do thou say,

'That will I not do, for that I am the party aggrieved, more by token that I am under suspicion with thee.' If he redouble in calling [on God for aid]

and conjure thee by the oath of divorce, saying, 'Needs must thou come,' do thou say, 'By Allah, I will not go, except the prefect come also.'.? ? ? ?

? O'erbold art thou in that to me, a stranger, thou hast sent These verses; 'twill but add to thee unease and miscontent..? ? ? ? ? My heart will never

credit that I am far from thee; In it thou art, nor ever the soul can absent be..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxxxviii.Then she

was silent, and when the king heard her speech and profited by that which she said, he summoned up his reasoning faculties and cleansed his heart

and caused his understanding revert [to the right way] and turned [with repentance] to God the Most High and said in himself, "Since there befell

the kings of the Chosroes more than that which hath befallen me, never, whilst I abide [on life], shall I cease to blame myself [for that which I did

in the slaughter of the daughters of the folk]. As for this Shehrzad, her like is not found in the lands; so extolled be the perfection of Him who

appointed her a means for the deliverance of His creatures from slaughter and oppression!" Then he arose from his session and kissed her head,

whereat she rejoiced with an exceeding joy, she and her sister Dinarzad..Now the liefest of all things to Mariyeh was the recitation of poems and

verses and linked rhymes and the twanging [of the strings of the lute], and she was versed in all tongues; so she took the letter and opening it, read

that which was therein and apprehended its purport. Then she cast it on the ground and said, "O nurse, I have no answer to make to this letter."

Quoth the nurse, "Indeed, this is weakness in thee and a reproach unto thee, for that the people of the world have heard of thee and still praise thee

for keenness of wit and apprehension; so do thou return him an answer, such as shall delude his heart and weary his soul." "O nurse," rejoined the

princess, "who is this that presumeth upon me with this letter? Belike he is the stranger youth who gave my father the rubies." "It is himself,"

answered the woman, and Mariyeh said, "I will answer his letter on such a wise that thou shalt not bring me other than it [from him]." Quoth the

nurse, "So be it." So the princess called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? An if I live, in love of her I'll live, and if I

die Of love and longing for her sight, O rare! O excellent!.EL MAMOUN AND ZUBEIDEH (163).Now the king of the Greeks heard tell of the

damsel (132) and of the beauty and grace wherewith she was gifted, wherefore his heart clave to her and he sent to seek her in marriage of
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Suleiman Shah, who could not refuse him. So he arose and going in to Shah Khatoun, said to her, 'O my daughter, the king of the Greeks hath sent

to me to seek thee in marriage. What sayst thou?' She wept and answered, saying, 'O king, how canst thou find it in thy heart to bespeak me thus?

Abideth there husband for me, after the son of my uncle?' 'O my daughter,' rejoined the king, 'it is indeed as thou sayest; but let us look to the issues

of affairs. Needs must I take account of death, for that I am an old man and fear not but for thee and for thy little son; and indeed I have written to

the king of the Greeks and others of the kings and said, "His uncle slew him," and said not that he [hath recovered and] is living, but concealed his

affair. Now hath the king of the Greeks sent to demand thee in marriage, and this is no thing to be refused and fain would we have our back

strengthened with him." (133) And she was silent and spoke not..95. Abdurrehman the Moor's Story of the Roc cccciv.? ? ? ? ? a. The Physician

Douban xi.Calcutta (1814-18) Text. 183.Then they brought the raft before him and I said to him, 'O my lord, I am in thy hands, I and all my good.'

He looked at the raft and seeing therein jacinths and emeralds and crude ambergris, the like whereof was not in his treasuries, marvelled and was

amazed at this. Then said he, 'O Sindbad, God forbid that we should covet that which God the Most High hath vouchsafed unto thee! Nay, it

behoveth us rather to further thee on thy return to thine own country.' So I called down blessings on him and thanked him. Then he signed to one of

his attendants, who took me and established me in a goodly lodging, and the king assigned me a daily allowance and pages to wait on me. And

every day I used to go in to him and he entertained me and entreated me friendly and delighted in my converse; and as often as our assembly broke

up, I went out and walked about the town and the island, diverting myself by viewing them..Rich Man and his Wasteful Son, The, i. 252..Then she

returned home, troubled and careful; and when her husband saw her on this wise, he questioned her of her case and she said to him, 'Verily, my

breast is straitened by reason of thee and of the simpleness of thine intent. Straitness liketh me not and thou in thy [present] craft gaiuest nought; so

either do thou seek out a craft other than this or pay me my due (17) and let me go my way.' Her husband chid her for this and admonished her;

(18) but she would not be turned from her intent and said to him, 'Go forth and watch yonder physician how he doth and leam from him what he

saith.' Quoth he, 'Let not thy heart be troubled: I will go every day to the physician's assembly.'.? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his Vizier's Wife

dcccclxxx.At this Queen Es Shuhba was stirred to exceeding delight and said, 'Well done, O queen of delight! By Allah, I know not how I shall do

to render thee thy due! May God the Most High grant us to enjoy thy long continuance [on life]!' Then she strained her to her breast and kissed her

on the cheek; whereupon quoth Iblis (on whom be malison!), 'Indeed, this is an exceeding honour!' Quoth the queen, 'Know that this lady Tuhfeh is

my sister and that her commandment is my commandment and her forbiddance my forbiddance. So hearken all to her word and obey her

commandment.' Therewithal the kings rose all and kissed the earth before Tuhfeh, who rejoiced in this. Moreover, Queen Es Shuhba put off on her

a suit adorned with pearls and jewels and jacinths, worth an hundred thousand dinars, and wrote her on a sheet of paper a patent in her own hand,

appointing her her deputy. So Tuhfeh rose and kissed the earth before the queen, who said to her, 'Sing to us, of thy favour, concerning the rest of

the sweet-scented flowers and herbs, so I may hear thy singing and divert myself with witnessing thy skill.' 'Hearkening and obedience, O lady

mine,' answered Tuhfeh and taking the lute, improvised the following verses:.When she had made an end of her song, Sherareh was moved to

exceeding delight and drinking off her cup, said to her, 'Well done, O gift of hearts!' Then she ordered her an hundred dresses of brocade and an

hundred thousand dinars and passed the cup to Queen Wekhimeh. Now she had in her hand somewhat of blood-red anemone; so she took the cup

from her sister and turning to Tuhfeh, said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, sing to me on this.' Quoth she, 'I hear and obey,' and improvised the following

verses:.He gave not over going and the journey was pleasant to him, till they came to a goodly land, abounding in birds and wild beasts, whereupon

El Abbas started a gazelle and shot it with an arrow. Then he dismounted and cutting its throat, said to his servant, "Alight thou and skin it and

carry it to the water." Aamir answered him [with "Hearkening and obedience"] and going down to the water, kindled a fire and roasted the gazelle's

flesh. Then they ate their fill and drank of the water, after which they mounted again and fared on diligently, and Aamir still unknowing whither El

Abbas was minded to go. So he said to him, "O my lord, I conjure thee by God the Great, wilt thou not tell me whither thou intendest?" El Abbas

looked at him and made answer with the following verses:.Accordingly, the hangman took him and bringing out the knife, offered to cut off his

hand, what while El Muradi said to him, "Cut and sever the bone and sear (24) it not for him, so he may lose his blood and we be rid of him." But

Ahmed, he who had aforetime been the means of his deliverance, sprang up to him and said, "O folk, fear God in [your dealings with] this youth,

for that I know his affair from first to last and he is void of offence and guiltless. Moreover, he is of the folk of condition, (25) and except ye desist

from him, I will go up to the Commander of the Faithful and acquaint him with the case from first to last and that the youth is guiltless of crime or

offence." Quoth El Muradi, "Indeed, we are not assured from his mischief." And Ahmed answered, "Release him and commit him to me and I will

warrant you against his affair, for ye shall never see him again after this." So they delivered Noureddin to him and he took him from their hands

and said to him, "O youth, have compassion on thyself, for indeed thou hast fallen into the hands of these folk twice and if they lay hold of thee a

third time, they will make an end of thee; and [in dealing thus with thee], I aim at reward and recompense for thee (26) and answered prayer."

(27).As for the vizier, the sultan discovereth unto him his affairs, private and public; and know, O king, that the similitude of thee with the people is

that of the physician with the sick man; and the condition (169) of the vizier is that he be truthful in his sayings, trustworthy in all his relations,

abounding in compassion for the folk and in tender solicitude over them. Indeed, it is said, O king, that good troops (170) are like the druggist; if

his perfumes reach thee not, thou still smallest the sweet scent of them; and ill troops are like the black-smith; if his sparks burn thee not, thou

smellest his nauseous smell. So it behoveth thee take unto thyself a virtuous vizier, a man of good counsel, even as thou takest unto thee a wife
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displayed before thy face, for that thou hast need of the man's righteousness for thine own amendment, (171) seeing that, if thou do righteously, the

commons will do likewise, and if thou do evil, they also will do evil.".Druggist, The Singer and the, i. 229..I am filled full of longing pain and

memory and dole, iii. 15..16. Uns el Wujoud and the Vizier's Daughter Rose- in-bud cccxli.? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story cxlix.? ? ? ? ? Thou

madest known to us therein the road of righteousness, When we had wandered from the Truth, what while in gloom it lay..End of Volume I..Sixth

Officer's Story, The, ii. 146..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother cxlviii.Hindbad the Porter, Sindbad the Sailor and, iii. 199..?

? ? ? ? Ye've drowned me in the sea of love for you; my heart Denies to be consoled for those whom I adore..Then the old queen and her daughter

and son-in-law embarked in the ship and setting sail, fared on till they came to the land of Mekran. Their arrival there befell at the last of the day;

so they passed the night in the ship, and when the day was near to break, the young king went down from the ship, that he might go to the bath, and

made for the market. As he drew near the bath, the cook met him by the way and knew him; so he laid hands on him and binding his arms fast

behind him, carried him to his house, where he clapped the old shackles on his feet and straightway cast him back into his whilom place of

duresse..? ? ? ? ? O'er all the fragrant flowers that be I have the prefrence aye, For that I come but once a year, and but a little stay..Then he turned

to a damsel of the damsels and said to her, "Who am I?" Quoth she, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful;" and he said, "Thou liest, O

calamity! (33) If I be indeed the Commander of the Faithful, bite my finger." So she came to him and bit it with her might, and he said to her, "It

sufficeth." Then he said to the chief eunuch, "Who am I?" And he answered, "Thou art the Commander of the Faithful." So he left him and turning

to a little white slave, said to him, "Bite my ear;" and he bent down to him and put his ear to his mouth. Now the slave was young and lacked

understanding; so he closed his teeth upon Aboulhusn's ear with his might, till he came near to sever it; and he knew not Arabic, so, as often as

Aboulhusn said to him, "It sufficeth," he concluded that he said, "Bite harder," and redoubled his bite and clenched his teeth upon the ear, whilst

the damsels were diverted from him with hearkening to the singing-girls, and Aboulhusn cried out for succour from the boy and the Khalif

[well-nigh] lost his senses for laughter..? ? ? ? ? Thine approof which shall clothe me in noblest attire And my rank in the eyes of the people raise

high..When Sindbad the Sailor had made an end of his story, he bade his servant give the porter an hundred mithcals of gold and said to him, "How

now, my brother! Hast ever in the world heard of one whom such calamities have betided as have betided me and hath any suffered that which I

have suffered of afflictions or undergone that which I have undergone of hardships? Wherefore it behoveth that I have these pleasures in requital of

that which I have undergone of travail and humiliations." So the porter came forward and kissing the merchant's hands, said to him, "O my lord,

thou hast indeed suffered grievous perils and hast well deserved these bounteous favours [that God hath vouchsafed thee]. Abide, then, O my lord,

in thy delights and put away from thee [the remembrance of] thy troubles; and may God the Most High crown thine enjoyments with perfection and

accomplish thy days in pleasance until the hour of thine admission [to His mercy]!".94. The King and the Virtuous Wife cccciv.When the Khalif

heard this, he said, "By Allah, O Jerir, Omar possesseth but a hundred dirhems." (66) [And he cried out to his servant, saying,] "Ho, boy! give them

to him." Moreover, he gave him the ornaments of his sword; and Jerir went forth to the [other] poets, who said to him, "What is behind thee?" (67)

And he answered, "A man who giveth to the poor and denieth the poets, and I am well-pleased with him." (68).When El Melik ez Zahir heard

Muineddin's story, he marvelled thereat Then rose another officer and said, 'O lord, bear what befell me in bygone days..The Sixth Night of the

Month.? ? ? ? ? A fair one, to idolaters if she herself should show, They'd leave their idols and her face for only Lord would know;.? ? ? ? ? Yea, to

Baghdad I came, where rigour gave me chase And I was overthrown of cruelty and pride..? ? ? ? ? Great in delight, beloved mine, your presence is

with me; Yet greater still the miseries of parting and its bane..37. Abou Mohammed the Lazy ccc.Then she took Tuhfeh under her armpit and flying

up, swiftlier than the blinding lightning, set her down with Kemeriyeh and her company; whereupon she went up to them and accosted them,

saying, 'Fear not, no harm shall betide you; for I am a mortal, like unto you, and I would fain look on you and talk with you and hear your singing.'

So they welcomed her and abode in their place, whilst Jemreh sat down beside them and fell a-snuffing their odours and saying, 'I smell the scent

of the Jinn! I wonder whence [it cometh!'] Then said Wekhimeh to her sister Kemeriyeh, 'Yonder filthy one [smelleth us] and presently she will

take to flight; so what is this remissness concerning her?' (245) Thereupon Kemeriyeh put out a hand, (246) as it were a camel's neck, (247) and

dealt Jemreh a buffet on the head, that made it fly from her body and cast it into the sea. Then said she, 'God is most great!' And they uncovered

their faces, whereupon Tuhfeh knew them and said to them, 'Protection!'.The Khalif smiled and said to his eunuch, "O Mesrour, verily women are

little of wit. I conjure thee, by Allah, say, was not Aboulhusn with me but now?" ["Yes, O Commander of the Faithful," answered Mesrour] Quoth

the Lady Zubeideh, laughing from a heart full of wrath, "Wilt thou not leave thy jesting? Is it not enough that Aboulhusn is dead, but thou must kill

my slave-girl also and bereave us of the two and style me little of wit?" "Indeed," answered the Khalif, "it is Nuzhet el Fuad who is dead." And

Zubeideh said, "Indeed he hath not been with thee, nor hast thou seen him, and none was with me but now but Nuzhet el Fuad, and she sorrowful,

weeping, with her clothes torn. I exhorted her to patience and gave her a hundred dinars and a piece of silk; and indeed I was awaiting thy coming,

so I might condole with thee for thy boon- companion Aboulhusn el Khelia, and was about to send for thee." The Khalif laughed and said, "None is

dead but Nuzhet el Fuad;" and she, "No, no, my lord; none is dead but Aboulhusn.".The eunuch returned and told the king, who said, "Indeed, we

have been neglectful with regard to El Abbas. What shall be our excuse with the king? By Allah, my soul misdoubted me that the youth was of the

sons of the kings!" The Lady Afifeh, his wife, saw him lamenting for [his usage of] El Abbas and said to him, "O king, what is it thou regrettest

with this exceeding regret?" Quoth he, "Thou knowest the stranger youth, who gave us the rubies?" "Assuredly," answered she; and he said,
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"Yonder youths, who have halted in the palace court, are his mamelukes, and his father King El Aziz, lord of Yemen, hath pitched his camp in the

Green Meadow; for he is come with his army to seek him, and the number of his troops is [four-and-] twenty thousand men." [Then he went out

from her], and when she heard his words, she wept sore for him and had compassion on his case and sent after him, counselling him to send for the

mamelukes and lodge them [in the palace] and entertain them..Now he was the king of the land of Serendib, (207) and he welcomed me and

entreated me with kindness, bidding me be seated and admitting me to his table and converse. So I talked with him and called down blessings upon

him and he took pleasure in my discourse and showed me satisfaction and said to me, 'What is thy name?' 'O my lord,' answered I, 'my name is

Sindbad the Sailor;' and he said, 'And what countryman art thou?' Quoth I, 'I am of Baghdad.' 'And how earnest thou hither?' asked he. So I told

him my story and he marvelled mightily thereat and said, 'By Allah, O Sindbad, this thy story is marvellous and it behoveth that it be written in

characters of gold.'.Then she took the lute and smote thereon, after the fashion she had learnt from the Sheikh Iblis, so that Er Reshid's wit was

dazed for excess of delight and his understanding was confounded for joy; after which she improvised and sang the following verses:.The Seventh

Day..?STORY OF THE LACKPENNY AND THE COOK..Had we thy coming known, we would for sacrifice, i. 13..? ? ? ? ? p. The Page who

feigned to know the Speech of Birds dxcii.? ? ? ? ? o. The Merchant and the Thieves dccccxx.Ramazan in my life ne'er I fasted, nor e'er, i. 49..? ? ?

? ? I rede thee vaunt thee not of praise from us, for lo! Even as a docktailed cur thou art esteemed of me..Then they attired Dinarzad in a dress of

blue brocade and she became as she were the full moon, whenas it shineth forth. So they displayed her in this, for the first dress, before King

Shahzeman, who rejoiced in her and well-nigh took leave of his wits for longing and amorous desire; yea, he was distraught with love for her,

whenas he saw her, for, indeed, she was as saith of her one of her describers in the following verses:.So we abode there, daily expecting death, and

whoso of us had with him a day's victual ate it in five days, and after this he died; and whoso had with him a month's victual ate it in five months

and died also. As for me, I had with me great plenty of victual; so I buried it in a certain place and brought it out, [little by little,] and fed on it; and

we ceased not to be thus, burying one the other, till all died but myself and I abode alone, having buried the last of my companions, and but little

victual remained to me. So I said in myself, 'Who will bury me in this place?' And I dug me a grave and abode in expectation of death, for that I

was in a state of exhaustion. Then, of the excess of my repentance, I blamed and reproached myself for my much [love of] travel and said, 'How

long wilt thou thus imperil thyself?' And I abode as I were a madman, unable to rest; but, as I was thus melancholy and distracted, God the Most

High inspired me with an idea, and it was that I looked at the river aforesaid, as it entered in at the mouth of the cavern in the skirt of the mountain,

and said in myself, 'Needs must this water have issue in some place.'.Officer's Story, the Eighth, ii. 155..? ? ? ? ? "My soul be thy ransom,"quoth

I,"for thy grace! Indeed, to the oath that thou swor'st thou wast true.".?THE FIFTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? Ask mine eyes whether slumber

hath lit on their lids since the hour of your loss Or if aye on a lover they've looked. Nay, an ye believe not their tale,.The Twenty-Seventh Night of

the Month.The merchant went out and returned to the old woman, who, seeing him changed of colour, said to him, 'What did he ask thee, [may

God confound] his hoariness?' So he acquainted her with the case and she said to him, 'Fear not; I will bring thee forth of this [strait].' Quoth he,

'God requite thee with good!' And she said, 'To-morrow go to him with a stout heart and say, "The answer to that whereof thou askest me is that

thou put the heads of two staves into one of the holes; then take the other two staves and lay them across the middle of the first two and stop with

their heads the second hole and with their butts the fourth hole. Then take the butts of the first two staves and stop with them the third hole."'

(232).STORY OF THE DAMSEL TUHFET EL CULOUB AND ?THE KHALIF HAROUN ER RESHID..? ? ? ? ? Whenas thou passest by the

dwellings of my love, Greet him for me with peace, a greeting debonair,.When the morning morrowed, he assembled the cadis and judges and

assessors and sending for the Magian and the two youths and their mother, questioned them of their case, whereupon the two young men began and

said, 'We are the sons of the king Such-an-one and enemies and wicked men got the mastery of out realm; so our father fled forth with us and

wandered at a venture, for fear of the enemies.' [And they recounted to him all that had betided them, from beginning to end.] Quoth he, 'Ye tell a

marvellous story; but what hath [Fate] done with your father?' 'We know not how fortune dealt with him after our loss,' answered they; and he was

silent..When the morning morrowed, the king went forth and sitting down on the throne of the kingship, summoned the grandees of his empire;

whereupon the chamberlains and deputies and captains of the host went in to him and kissed the earth before him. He distinguished the vizier with

his especial favour and bestowed on him a dress of honour and entreated him with the utmost kindness, after which he set forth briefly to his chief

officers that which had betided him with Shehrzad and how he had turned from that his former usance and repented him of what he had done

aforetime and purposed to take the vizier's daughter Shehrzad to wife and let draw up the contract of marriage with her..All this while Meimoun's

eye was upon her and presently he said to her, 'Harkye, Tuhfeh! Sing to me.' But Queen Zelzeleh cried out at him and said, 'Desist, O Meimoun.

Thou sufferest not Tuhfeh to pay heed unto us.' Quoth he, 'I will have her sing to me.' And words waxed between them and Queen Zelzeleh cried

out at him. Then she shook and became like unto the Jinn and taking in her hand a mace of stone, said to him, 'Out on thee! What art thou that thou

shouldst bespeak us thus? By Allah, but for the king's worship and my fear of troubling the session and the festival and the mind of the Sheikh

Iblis, I would assuredly beat the folly out of thy head!' When Meimoun heard these her words, he rose, with the fire issuing from his eyes, and said,

'O daughter of Imlac, what art thou that thou shouldst outrage me with the like of this talk?' 'Out on thee, O dog of the Jinn,' replied she, 'knowest

thou not thy place?' So saying, she ran at him and offered to strike him with the mace, but the Sheikh Iblis arose and casting his turban on the

ground, said, 'Out on thee, O Meimoun! Thou still dost with us on this wise. Wheresoever thou art present, thou troubleth our life! Canst thou not
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hold thy peace till thou goest forth of the festival and this bride-feast (222) be accomplished? When the circumcision is at an end and ye all return

to your dwelling-places, then do as thou wilt. Out on thee, O Meimoun! Knowest thou not that Imlac is of the chiefs of the Jinn? But for my

worship, thou shouldst have seen what would have betided thee of humiliation and punishment; but by reason of the festival none may speak.

Indeed thou exceedest: knowest thou not that her sister Wekhimeh is doughtier than any of the Jinn? Learn to know thyself: hast thou no regard for

thy life?'.? ? ? ? ? Then, after them came I to thee and union did entreat And unto thee set forth at length my case and my design;.As for Firouz,

when he went forth from his house, he sought the letter, but found it not; so he returned home. Now his return fell in with the king's going forth and

he found the latter's sandal in his house, whereat his wit was dazed and he knew that the king had not sent him away but for a purpose of his own.

However, he held his peace and spoke not a word, but, taking the letter, went on his errand and accomplished it and returned to the king, who gave

him a hundred dinars. So Firouz betook himself to the market and bought what beseemeth women of goodly gifts and returning to his wife, saluted

her and gave her all that he had brought and said to her, "Arise [go] to thy father's house." "Wherefore?" asked she, and he said, "Verily, the king

hath been bountiful to me and I would have thee show forth this, so thy father may rejoice in that which he seeth upon thee." "With all my heart,"

answered she and arising forthright, betook herself to the house of her father, who rejoiced in her coming and in that which he saw upon her; and

she abode with him a month's space, and her husband made no mention of her..? ? ? ? ? Parting hath sundered us, belov'd; indeed, I stood in dread

Of this, whilst yet our happiness in union was complete..Then he sent for the viziers and said to them, 'O wicked viziers, ye thought that God was

heedless of your deed, but your wickedness shall revert upon you. Know ye not that whoso diggeth a pit for his brother shall fall into it? Take from

me the punishment of this world and to-morrow ye shall get the punishment of the world to come and requital from God.' Then he bade put them to

death; so [the headsman] smote off their heads before the king, and he went in to his wife and acquainted her with that wherein he had transgressed

against Abou Temam; whereupon she grieved for him with an exceeding grief and the king and the people of his household left not weeping and

repenting all their lives. Moreover, they brought Abou Temam forth of the well and the king built him a dome (127) in his palace and buried him

therein..So the highwayman took the saddle-bags and offered to kill the traveller, who said, "What is this? Thou hast no blood-feud against me, that

should make my slaughter incumbent [on thee]. Quoth the other, "Needs must I slay thee;" whereupon the traveller dismounted from his horse and

grovelled on the earth, beseeching the robber and speaking him fair. The latter hearkened not to his prayers, but cast him to the ground; whereupon

the traveller [raised his eyes and seeing a francolin flying over him,] said, in his agony," O francolin, bear witness that this man slayeth me unjustly

and wickedly; for indeed I have given him all that was with me and besought him to let me go, for my children's sake; yet would he not consent

unto this. But be thou witness against him, for God is not unmindful of that which is done of the oppressors." The highwayman paid no heed to this

speech, but smote him and cut off his head..? ? ? ? ? A dark affair thou littest up with Islam and with proof Quenchedst the flaming red-coals of

error and dismay..When the king heard this, he could not contain himself, but rushed in upon them and said to them, 'Out on you! What did ye?

Tell me.' And they said, 'Pardon, O king.' Quoth he, 'An ye would have pardon from God and me, it behoveth you to tell me the truth, for nothing

shall save you from me but truth-speaking.' So they prostrated themselves before him and said, 'By Allah, O king, the viziers gave us this gold and

taught us to lie against Abou Teman, so thou mightest put him to death, and what we said was their words.' When the king heard this, he plucked at

his beard, till he was like to tear it up by the roots and bit upon his fingers, till he well-nigh sundered them in twain, for repentance and sorrow that

he had wrought hastily and had not delayed with Abou Temam, so he might look into his affair..? ? ? ? ? Tow'rds El Akil my journey I take; to visit

him, The wastes in praise and safety I traverse, without fear,.Then he sat down again upon the throne of his kingship, whilst the vizier stood before

him, and they returned to their former estate, but they had nought of the [goods of the world]. So the king said to his vizier, 'How shall we avail to

abide in this city, and we in this state of poverty?' And he answered, 'Be at thine ease and have no concern.' Then he singled out one of the soldiers

(255) and said to him, 'Send us thy service (256) for the year.' Now there were in the city fifty thousand subjects (257) and in the hamlets and

villages a like number; and the vizier sent to each of these, saying, 'Let each of you get an egg and lay it under a hen.' So they did this and it was

neither burden nor grievance to them..? ? ? ? ? By Him whom I worship, indeed, I swear, O thou that mine eye dost fill, By Him in whose honour

the pilgrims throng and fare to Arafat's hill,.? ? ? ? ? a. The Cat and the Mouse dccoc.? ? ? ? ? For thy sweet sake, as 'twere, indeed, an exile I had

been, Lone and deserted I became, lamenting, weeping-eyed..? ? ? ? ? To whom save thee shall I complain, of whom relief implore, Whose image

came to visit me, what while in dreams I lay?.? ? ? ? ? Wherefore fair patience look thou use, for sure 'tis praiseworthy; Yea, and its issues

evermore are blessed and benign;.? ? ? ? ? d. Prince Bihzad ccccliii.Haroun er Reshid and the Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..As they abode thus

on the fourth day, behold, a company of folk giving their beasts the rein and crying aloud and saying, "Quick! Quick! Haste to our rescue, O King!"

Therewithal the king's chamberlains and officers accosted them and said to them, "What is behind you and what hath befallen you?" Quoth they,

"Bring us before the king." [So they carried them to Ins ben Cais;] and when they saw him, they said to him, "O king, except thou succour us, we

are dead men; for that we are a folk of the Benou Sheiban, (67) who have taken up our abode in the parts of Bassora, and Hudheifeh the Arab (68)

hath come down on us with his horses and his men and hath slain our horsemen and carried off our women and children; nor was one saved of the

tribe but he who fled; wherefore we crave help [first] by God the Most High, then by thy life.".When the king heard these tidings of Aamir, he sent

for him and let bring him before him; and when he entered his presence, he kissed the earth and saluted and showed forth his breeding and greeted

him with the goodliest of compliments. The king bade him raise his head and questioned him of his lord El Abbas; whereupon he acquainted him
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with his tidings and told him that which had betided him with King Zuheir and of the army that was become at his commandment and of the spoil

that he had gotten. Moreover, he gave him to know that El Abbas was coming on the morrow, and with him more than fifty thousand cavaliers,

obedient to his commandment. When the king heard his speech, he bade decorate Baghdad and commanded [the inhabitants] to equip themselves

with the richest of their apparel, in honour of the coming of El Abbas. Moreover, he sent to give King El Aziz the glad tidings of his son's return

and acquainted him with that which he had heard from the prince's servant..When those who were present heard this, they kissed the earth before

him and offered up prayers for him and for the damsel Shehrzad, and the vizier thanked her. Then Shehriyar made an end of the session in all weal,

whereupon the folk dispersed to their dwelling-places and the news was bruited abroad that the king purposed to marry the vizier's daughter

Shehrzad. Then he proceeded to make ready the wedding gear, and [when he had made an end of his preparations], he sent after his brother King

Shahzeman, who came, and King Shehriyar went forth to meet him with the troops. Moreover, they decorated the city after the goodliest fashion

and diffused perfumes [from the censing-vessels] and [burnt] aloes-wood and other perfumes in all the markets and thoroughfares and rubbed

themselves with saffron, what while the drums beat and the flutes and hautboys sounded and it was a notable day..? ? ? ? ? I am a man in whom

good faith's a natural attribute; The deeds of every upright man should with his speech agree..Here they halted and took up their lodging with the

old man, who questioned the husband of his case and that of his brother and the reason of their journey, and he said, 'I purpose to go with my

brother, this sick man, to the holy woman, her whose prayers are answered, so she may pray for him and God may make him whole by the blessing

of her prayers.' Quoth the villager, 'By Allah, my son is in a parlous plight for sickness and we have heard that the holy woman prayeth for the sick

and they are made whole. Indeed, the folk counsel me to carry him to her, and behold, I will go in company with you. And they said, 'It is well.' So

they passed the night in that intent and on the morrow they set out for the dwelling of the holy woman, this one carrying his son and that his

brother..Presently, in came Mesrour the eunuch to him and saluted him and seeing Nuzhet el Fuad stretched out, uncovered her face and said,

"There is no god but God! Our sister Nuzhet el Fuad is dead. How sudden was the [stroke of] destiny! May God have mercy on thee and acquit thee

of responsibility!" Then he returned and related what had passed before the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh, and he laughing. "O accursed one,' said

the Khalif, "is this a time for laughter? Tell us which is dead of them." "By Allah, O my lord," answered Mesrour, "Aboulhusn is well and none is

dead but Nuzhet el Fuad." Quoth the Khalif to Zubeideh, "Thou hast lost thy pavilion in thy play," and he laughed at her and said to Mesrour, "O

Mesrour, tell her what thou sawest." "Verily, O my lady," said the eunuch, "I ran without ceasing till I came in to Aboulhusn in his house and found

Nuzhet el Fuad lying dead and Aboulhusn sitting at her head, weeping. I saluted him and condoled with him and sat down by his side and

uncovered the face of Nuzhet el Fuad and saw her dead and her face swollen. So I said to him, 'Carry her out forthright [to burial], so we may pray

over her.' He answered, 'It is well;' and I left him to lay her out and came hither, that I might tell you the news.".As for Abou Sabir, when he

returned, he saw not his wife and read what was written on the ground, wherefore he wept and sat [awhile] sorrowing. Then said he to himself, 'O

Abou Sabir, it behoveth thee to be patient, for belike there shall betide [thee] an affair yet sorer than this and more grievous;' and he went forth

wandering at a venture, like to the love-distraught, the madman, till he came to a sort of labourers working upon the palace of the king, by way of

forced labour. When [the overseers] saw him, they laid hold of him and said to him, 'Work thou with these folk at the palace of the king; else will

we imprison thee for life.' So he fell to working with them as a labourer and every day they gave him a cake of bread. He wrought with them a

month's space, till it chanced that one of the labourers mounted a ladder and falling, broke his leg; whereupon he cried out and wept. Quoth Abou

Sabir to him, 'Have patience and weep not; for thou shall find ease in thy patience.' But the man said to him, 'How long shall I have patience?' And

he answered, saying, 'Patience bringeth a man forth of the bottom of the pit and seateth him on the throne of the kingdom.'."O king," answered the

youth, "there is no great forgiveness save in case of a great crime, for according as the offence is great, in so much is forgiveness magnified and it

is no dishonour to the like of thee if he spare the like of me. Verily, Allah knoweth that there is no fault in me, and indeed He commandeth unto

clemency, and no clemency is greater than that which spareth from slaughter, for that thy forgiveness of him whom thou purposest to put to death is

as the quickening of a dead man; and whoso doth evil shall find it before him, even as it was with King Bihkerd." "And what is the story of King

Bihkerd?" asked the king. "O king," answered the youth,.77. King Kisra Anoushirwan and the Village Damsel ccclxxxix.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story

of the Barber's Sixth Brother clviii.? ? ? ? ? h. The Old Woman, the Merchant and the King dcccxcvi.When they came to themselves, they wept

awhile and the folk assembled about them, marvelling at that which they saw, and questioned them of their case. So the young men vied with each

other who should be the first to discover the story to the folk; and when the Magian saw this, he came up, crying out, 'Alas!' and 'Woe worth the

day!' and said to them, 'Why have ye broken open my chest? I had in it jewels and ye have stolen them, and this damsel is my slave-girl and she

hath agreed with you upon a device to take the good.' Then he rent his clothes and called aloud for succour, saying, 'I appeal to God and to the just

king, so he may quit me of these wrong-doing youths!' Quoth they, 'This is our mother and thou stolest her.' Then words waxed many between

them and the folk plunged into talk and prate and discussion concerning their affair and that of the [pretended] slave-girl, and the strife waxed

amain between them, so that [at last] they carried them up to the king..Then said he whom she had delivered from torture and for whom she had

paid a thousand dirhems and who had required her of herself in his house, for that her beauty pleased him, and [when she refused to yield to him]

had forged a letter against her and treacherously denounced her to the Sultan and requited her bounty with ingratitude, 'I am he who wronged her

and lied against her, and this is the issue of the oppressor's affair.'.? ? ? ? ? Of spies, "How long, O scoffer, wilt mock at my despair, As 'twere God
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had created nought else whereat to jeer?".? ? ? ? ? s. The House with the Belvedere dccccxcv.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ba. The Envier and the Envied

xlvi.Clemency, Of, i. 120..Moreover, he assembled the sages and the theologians and the sons of the kings and devised with them and asked them

questions and problems and examined with them into many things of all fashions that might direct him to well-doing in the kingly office; and he

questioned them also of subtleties and religious obligations and of the laws of the kingdom and the fashions of administration and of that which it

behoveth the king to do of looking into the affairs of the people and repelling the enemy [from the realm] and fending off his malice with war;

wherefore the people's contentment redoubled and their joy in that which God the Most High had vouchsafed them of his elevation to the kingship

over them. So he upheld the ordinance of the realm and the affairs thereof abode established upon the accepted customs..? ? ? ? ? a. The First

Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.Man who was lavish of House and Victual to One whom he knew not, The, i 293..On this wise they did with her

sister Dinarzad, and when they had made an end of displaying the two brides, the king bestowed dresses of honour on all who were present and

dismissed them to their own places. Then Shehrzad went in to King Shehriyar and Dinarzad to King Shahzeman and each of them solaced himself

with the company of his beloved and the hearts of the folk were comforted. When the morning morrowed, the vizier came in to the two kings and

kissed the ground before them; wherefore they thanked him and were bountiful to him. Then they went forth and sat down upon couches of estate,

whilst all the viziers and amirs and grandees and the chief officers of the realm and the household presented themselves before them and kissed the

earth. King Shehriyar ordered them dresses of honour and largesse and they offered up prayers for the abiding continuance [on life] of the king and

his brother..33. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Barber-Surgeon dxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? All through the day its light and when the night grows dark, My

grief forsakes me not, no, nor my heavy cheer..? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his Vizier's Wife dlxxviii.66. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Er Reshid and

Zubeideh dclii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? na. A Merry Jest of a Thief dccccxl.? ? ? ? ? O hills of the sands and the rugged piebald plain, Shall the bondman

of love win ever free from pain!.When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and bade him tell the story of the King of Hind and his

vizier. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king of august lineage, that.When the evening evened, the king let call his vizier and he

presented himself before him, whereupon he required of him the hearing of the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O

king. that.When the king heard this, he was certified that the youth was his very son; so he cried out at the top of his voice and casting himself upon

him, embraced him and wept and said, "Had I put thee to death, as was my intent, I should have died of regret for thee." Then he cut his bonds and

taking his crown from his head, set it on that of his son, whereupon the people raised cries of joy, whilst the trumpets sounded and the drums beat

and there befell a great rejoicing. They decorated the city and it was a glorious day; the very birds stayed their flight in the air, for the greatness of

the clamour and the noise of the crying. The army and the folk carried the prince [to the palace] in magnificent procession, and the news came to

his mother Behrjaur, who came forth and threw herself upon him. Moreover, the king bade open the prison and bring forth all who were therein,

and they held high festival seven days and seven nights and rejoiced with a mighty rejoicing; whilst terror and silence and confusion and affright

fell upon the viziers and they gave themselves up for lost..164. The Merchant of Oman dccccxlvi.So the merchant went forth, afflicted, sorrowful,

weeping, [and wandered on along the sea-shore], till he came to a sort of divers diving in the sea for pearls. They saw him weeping and mourning

and said to him, 'What is thy case and what maketh thee weep?' So he acquainted them with his history, from first to last, whereby they knew him

and said to him, 'Art thou [such an one] son of such an one?' 'Yes,' answered he; whereupon they condoled with him and wept sore for him and said

to him, 'Abide here till we dive for thy luck this next time and whatsoever betideth us shall be between us and thee.' Accordingly, they dived and

brought up ten oysters, in each two great pearls; whereat they marvelled and said to him, 'By Allah, thy luck hath returned and thy good star is in

the ascendant!' Then they gave him ten pearls and said to him, 'Sell two of them and make them thy capital [whereon to trade]; and hide the rest

against the time of thy straitness.' So he took them, joyful and contented, and addressed himself to sew eight of them in his gown, keeping the two

others in his mouth; but a thief saw him and went and advertised his mates of him; whereupon they gathered together upon him and took his gown

and departed from him. When they were gone away, he arose, saying, 'These two pearls [in my mouth] will suffice me,' and made for the [nearest]

city, where he brought out the pearls [and repairing to the jewel- market, gave them to the broker], that he might sell them..? ? ? ? ? So, O Aamir,

haste thy going, e'en as I do, so may I Heal my sickness and the draining of the cup of love essay;.?STORY OF THE OLD WOMAN AND THE

DRAPER'S WIFE..? ? ? ? ? g. The King's Son and the Ogress dcccclxxxv.The old woman went out, running, whilst the Khalif and Mesrour

laughed, and gave not over running till she came into the street. Aboulhusn saw her and knowing her, said to his wife, "O Nuzhet el Fuad,

meseemeth the Lady Zubeideh hath sent to us to see who is dead and hath not given credence to Mesrour's report of thy death; so she hath

despatched the old woman, her stewardess, to discover the truth; wherefore it behoveth me to be dead in my turn, for the sake of thy credit with the

Lady Zubeideh." Accordingly, he lay down and stretched himself out, and she covered him and bound his eyes and feet and sat at his head,

weeping..? ? ? ? ? The starry arrows of her looks she darts above her veil; They hit and never miss the mark, though from afar they fare..As for the

merchant, he bought him a sheep and slaughtering it, roasted it and dressed birds and [other] meats of various kinds and colours and bought dessert

and sweetmeats and fresh fruits. Then he repaired to El Abbas and conjured him to accept of his hospitality and enter his house and eat of his

victual. The prince consented to his wishes and went with him till they came to his house, when the merchant bade him enter. So El Abbas entered

and saw a goodly house, wherein was a handsome saloon, with a vaulted estrade. When he entered the saloon, he found that the merchant had made

ready food and dessert and perfumes, such as overpass description; and indeed he had adorned the table with sweet-scented flowers and sprinkled
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musk and rose-water upon the food. Moreover, he had smeared the walls of the saloon with ambergris and set [the smoke of burning] aloes-wood

abroach therein..The king marvelled at this and at his dealing and contrivance and invested him with [the control of] all his affairs and of his

kingdom and the land abode [under his governance] and he said to him, 'Take and people.' (244) One day, the tither went out and saw an old man, a

woodcutter, and with him wood; so he said to him, 'Pay a dirhem tithe for thy load.' Quoth the old man, 'Behold, thou killest me and killest my

family.' 'What [meanest thou]?' said the tither. 'Who killeth the folk?' And the other answered, 'If thou suffer me enter the city, I shall sell the wood

there for three dirhems, whereof I will give thee one and buy with the other two what will support my family; but, if thou press me for the tithe

without the city, the load will sell but for one dirhem and thou wilt take it and I shall abide without food, I and my family. Indeed, thou and I in this

circumstance are like unto David and Solomon, on whom be peace!' ['How so?' asked the tither, and the woodcutter said], 'Know that.? ? ? ? ? I am

the champion-slayer, the warrior without peer; My foes I slay, destroying the hosts, when I appear..?Story of King Dadbin and His Viziers..[Then

they went up to the palace and] the interpreter went in to Selma and said to her, 'O king of the age, here is an Indian woman, who cometh from the

land of Hind, and she hath laid hands on a young man, a servant, avouching that he is her husband, who hath been missing these two years, and she

came not hither but on his account, and indeed these many days she hath done almsdeeds [in the city]. And here is a man, a cook, who avoucheth

that the young man is his slave.' When the queen heard these words, her entrails quivered and she groaned from an aching heart and called to mind

her brother and that which had betided him. Then she bade those who were about her bring them before her, and when she saw them, she knew her

brother and was like to cry aloud; but her reason restrained her; yet could she not contain herself, but she must needs rise up and sit down.

However, she enforced herself unto patience and said to them, 'Let each of you acquaint me with his case.'.? ? ? ? ? In every rejoicing a boon (232)

midst the singers and minstrels am I;.When she had made an end of her song, she threw the lute from her hand and wept, whilst the old man wept

for her weeping. Then she fell down in a swoon and presently coming to herself, filled the cup and drinking it off, gave the old man to drink, after

which she took the lute and breaking out into song, chanted the following verses:.Now she was righteous in all her dealings and swerved not from

one word; (3) so, when he saw that she consented not unto him, he misdoubted that she would tell his brother, when he returned from his journey,

and said to her, 'An thou consent not to this whereof I require thee, I will cause thee fall into suspicion and thou wilt perish.' Quoth she, 'Be God

(extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) [judge] betwixt me and thee, and know that, shouldst thou tear me limb from limb, I would not

consent to that whereto thou biddest me.' His folly (4) persuaded him that she would tell her husband; so, of his exceeding despite, he betook

himself to a company of people in the mosque and told them that he had witnessed a man commit adultery with his brother's wife. They believed

his saying and took act of his accusation and assembled to stone her. Then they dug her a pit without the city and seating her therein, stoned her, till

they deemed her dead, when they left her..? ? ? ? ? z. The King who lost Kingdom and Wife and Wealth and God restored them to him dccccxix
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