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Quoth the king, "O Saad, fetch him to me, for indeed thou describest to me a masterful man." (76) And he answered, saying, "By Allah, O my lord,
hadst thou but seen our case with Hudheifeh, what while he challenged me to the field of war and the stead of thrusting and smiting and I held back
from doing battle with him! Then, whenas I thought to go forth to him, behold, a cavalier gave loose to his bridle-rein and called out to me, saying,
'O Saad, wilt thou suffer me to fill thy room in waging war with him and I will ransom thee with myself?' And I said, 'By Allah, O youth, whence
cometh thou?' Quoth he, 'This is no time for thy questions.'" Then he recounted to the king all that had passed between himself and El Abbas from
first to last; whereupon quoth Ins ben Cais, "Bring him to me in haste, so we may learn his tidings and question him of his case." "It is well,"
answered Saad, and going forth of the king's presence, repaired to his own house, where he put off his harness of war and took rest for
himself..Shehriyar, Shehrzad and, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..? ? ? ? ? Tow'rds El Akil my journey I take; to visit him, The wastes in praise and safety I
traverse, without fear,.The Tenth Night of the Month..Merchants, The Sharper and the, ii. 46..Abou Sabir, Story of, i. 90..When God caused the
morning morrow, the two armies drew out in battle array and the troops stood looking at one another. Then came forth El Harith ibn Saad between
the two lines and played with his lance and cried out and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? n. The Fourteenth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.? ? ? ?
? c. The Jewish Physician's Story xxviii.? ? ? ? ? How oft I've waked, whilst over me my comrades kept the watch! How many a stony waste I've
crossed, how many a desert dread!.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's Story xxxvii.The Second Night of the Month.? ? ? ? ? Thou that wast absent
from my stead, yet still with me didst bide, Thou wast removed from mine eye, yet still wast by my side..? ? ? ? ? Compared with thine enjoyment,
the hardest things are light To win and all things distant draw near and easy be..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man whose Caution was the Cause of his Death
dcccciii.Daughter of the Poor Old Man, The Rich Man who married his Fair, i. 247..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Old Man's Story vi.36. Jaafer the
Barmecide and the Bean-Seller ccxcix.107. Abou Suweid and the Handsome Old Woman ccccxxiii.When the king returned from his journey, he
questioned his vizier of the affairs of his kingdom and the latter answered, 'All is well, O king, save a vile matter, which I have discovered here and
wherewith I am ashamed to confront the king; but, if I hold my peace thereof, I fear lest other than I discover it and I [be deemed to] have played
traitor to the king in the matter of my [duty of] loyal warning and my trust.' Quoth Dabdin, 'Speak, for thou art none other than a truth-teller, a
trusty one, a loyal counsellor in that which thou sayest, undistrusted in aught.' And the vizier said, 'O king, this woman to whose love thy heart
cleaveth and of whose piety thou talkest and her fasting and praying, I will make plain to thee that this is craft and guile.' At this, the king was
troubled and said, 'What is to do?' 'Know,' answered the vizier, 'that some days after thy departure, one came to me and said to me, "Come, O
vizier, and look." So I went to the door of the [queen's] sleeping-chamber and beheld her sitting with Aboulkhair, her father's servant, whom she
favoureth, and she did with him what she did, and this is the manner of that which I saw and heard.'.66. El Mutelemmis and his Wife Umeimeh
ccclxxxv.Galen heard that which he avouched of his understanding and it was certified unto him and established in his mind that the man was a
skilled physician of the physicians of the Persians and [he said in himself], 'Except he had confidence in his knowledge and were minded to
confront me and contend with me, he had not sought the door of my house neither spoken that which he hath spoken.' And concern gat hold upon
Galen and doubt. Then he looked out upon (21) the weaver and addressed himself to see what he should do, whilst the folk began to flock to him
and set out to him their ailments, and he would answer them thereof [and prescribe for them], hitting the mark one while and missing it another, so
that there appeared unto Galen of his fashion nothing whereby his mind might be assured that he had formed a just opinion of his skill..? ? ? ? ?
After your loss, nor trace of me nor vestige would remain, Did not the hope of union some whit my strength sustain..When the affair was prolonged
upon the three sharpers, they went away and sat down a little apart; then they came up to the money-changer privily and said to him, 'If thou canst
buy him for us, do so, and we will give thee a score of dirhems.' Quoth he, 'Go away and sit down afar from him.' So they did his bidding and the
money-changer went up to the owner of the ass and gave not over tempting him with money and cajoling him and saying, 'Leave yonder fellows
and sell me the ass, and I will reckon him a gift from thee,' till he consented to sell him the ass for five thousand and five hundred dirhems.
Accordingly the money-changer counted down to him five thousand and five hundred dirhems of his own money, and the owner of the ass took the
price and delivered the ass to him, saying, 'Whatsoever betideth, though he abide a deposit about thy neck, (46) sell him not to yonder rogues for
less than ten thousand dirhems, for that they would fain buy him because of a hidden treasure whereof they know, and nought can guide them
thereto but this ass. So close thy hand on him and gainsay me not, or thou wilt repent.'.When the evening evened, the king sent for the vizier to his
privy sitting chamber and bade him [tell] the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. They avouch, O king, that.?THE EIGHTH
OFFICER'S STORY..39. Abou Mohammed the Lazy dlviii.They tell that Haroun er Reshid was sitting one day to do away grievances, when there
came up to him a woman and said to him, "O Commander of the Faithful, may God accomplish thine affair and cause thee rejoice in that which He
hath given thee and increase thee in elevation! Indeed, thou hast done justice (85) and wrought equitably." (86) Quoth the Khalif to those who were
present with him, "Know ye what this woman meaneth by her saying?" And they answered, "Of a surety, she meaneth not otherwise than well, O
Commander of the Faithful." "Nay," rejoined Haroun; "she purposeth only in this an imprecation against me. As for her saying, 'God accomplish
thine affair!' she hath taken it from the saying of the poet, 'When an affair is accomplished, its abatement (87) beginneth. Beware of cessation,
whenas it is said, "It is accomplished."' As for her saying 'God cause thee rejoice in that which He hath given thee,' she took it from the saying of
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God the Most High, 'Till, whenas they rejoiced in that which they were given, we took them suddenly and lo, they were confounded!' (88) As for
her saying, 'God increase thee in elevation!' she took it from the saying of the poet, 'No bird flieth and riseth up on high, but, like as he flieth, he
falleth.' And as for her saying, 'Indeed, thou hast done justice and wrought equitably,' it is from the saying of the Most High, '[If ye deviate (89) or
lag behind or turn aside, verily, God of that which ye do is aware;' (90) and] 'As for the transgressors,' (91) they are fuel for hell[-fire]." (92).Then
he left beating him and when the thief came to himself, the woman said to her husband, 'O man, this house is on hire and we owe its owners much
money, and we have nought; so how wilt thou do?' And she went on to bespeak him thus. Quoth the thief, 'And what is the amount of the rent?' 'It
will be fourscore dirhems,' answered the husband; and the thief said, 'I will pay this for thee and do thou let me go my way.' Then said the wife, 'O
man, how much do we owe the baker and the greengrocer?' Quoth the thief, 'What is the sum of this?' And the husband said, 'Sixscore dirhems.'
'That makes two hundred dirhems,' rejoined the other; 'let me go my way and I will pay them.' But the wife said, 'O my dear one, and the girl
groweth up and needs must we marry her and equip her and [do] what else is needful' So the thief said to the husband, 'How much dost thou want?'
And he answered, 'A hundred dirhems, in the way of moderation.' (250) Quoth the thief, 'That makes three hundred dirhems.' And the woman said,
'O my dear one, when the girl is married, thou wilt need money for winter expenses, charcoal and firewood and other necessaries.' 'What wouldst
thou have?' asked the thief; and she said, 'A hundred dirhems.' 'Be it four hundred dirhems,' rejoined he; and she said, 'O my dear one and solace of
mine eyes, needs must my husband have capital in hand, wherewith he may buy merchandise and open him a shop.' 'How much will that be?' asked
he, and she said, 'A hundred dirhems.' Quoth the thief, '[That makes five hundred dirhems; I will pay it;] but may I be divorced from my wife if all
my possessions amount to more than this, and that the savings of twenty years! Let me go my way, so I may deliver them to thee.' 'O fool,'
answered she, 'how shall I let thee go thy way? Give me a right token.' [So he gave her a token for his wife] and she cried out to her young daughter
and said to her, 'Keep this door.'.? ? ? ? ? Pardon of God for everything I crave, except thy love, For on the day of meeting Him, that will my good
deed be..Presently, his father and his mother heard of the matter; whereupon the former arose and going up to the place, wrote a letter and
[presented it to the king, who] read it, and behold, therein was written, saying, 'Have pity on me, so may God have pity on thee, and hasten not in
the slaughter [of my son]; for indeed I acted hastily in a certain affair and drowned his brother in the sea, and to this day I drink the cup of his
anguish. If thou must needs kill him, kill me in his stead.' Therewith the old merchant prostrated himself before the king and wept; and the latter
said to him, 'Tell me thy story.' 'O my lord,' answered the merchant, 'this youth had a brother and I [in my haste] cast them both into the sea.' And
he related to him his story from first to last, whereupon the king cried out with an exceeding great cry and casting himself down from the throne,
embraced his father and brother and said to the former, 'By Allah, thou art my very father and this is my brother and thy wife is our mother.' And
they abode weeping, all three..So the old woman returned to the lover and said to him, "I have skilfully contrived the affair for thee with her; [and
now it behoveth us to amend that we have marred]. So go now and sit with the draper and bespeak him of the turban-cloth, [saying, 'The
turban-cloth I bought of thee I chanced to burn in two places; so I gave it to a certain old woman, to get mended, and she took it and went away,
and I know not her dwelling-place.'] When thou seest me pass by, rise and lay hold of me [and demand of me the turban-cloth], to the intent that I
may amend her case with her husband and that thou mayst be even with her." So he repaired to the draper's shop and sat down by him and said to
him, "Thou knowest the turban-cloth I bought of thee?" "Yes," answered the draper, and the other said, "Knowest thou what is come of it?" "No,"
replied the husband, and the youth said, "After I bought it of thee, I fumigated myself (58) and it befell that the turban-cloth was burnt in two
places. So I gave it to a woman, whose son, they said, was a fine-drawer, and she took it and went away with it; and I know not her abiding-place."
When the draper heard this, he misdoubted him [of having wrongly suspected his wife] and marvelled at the story of the turban-cloth, and his mind
was set at ease concerning her..One day as she sang before the Commander of the Faithful, he was moved to exceeding delight, so that he took her
and offered to kiss her hand; but she drew it away from him and smote upon her lute and broke it and wept Er Reshid wiped away her tears and
said, 'O desire of the heart, what is it maketh thee weep? May God not cause an eye of thine to weep!' 'O my lord,' answered she, 'what am I that
thou shouldst kiss my hand? Wilt thou have God punish me for this and that my term should come to an end and my felicity pass away? For this is
what none ever attained unto.' Quoth he, 'Well said, O Tuhfeh. Know that thy rank in my esteem is mighty and for that which wondered me of what
I saw of thee, I offered to do this, but I will not return unto the like thereof; so be of good heart and cheerful eye, for I have no desire for other than
thyself and will not die but in the love of thee, and thou to me art queen and mistress, to the exclusion of all humankind.' Therewith she fell to
kissing his feet; and this her fashion pleased him, so that his love for her redoubled and he became unable to brook an hour's severance from her..?
? ? ? ? I watch the stars for wake and pray that the belov'd May yet to me relent and bid my tears be dried.."There was once, of old time, a king and
he had a son [named Bihzad], there was not in his day a goodlier than he and he loved to consort with the folk and to sit with the merchants and
converse with them. One day, as he sat in an assembly, amongst a number of folk, he heard them talking of his own goodliness and grace and
saying, 'There is not in his time a goodlier than he.' But one of the company said, 'Indeed, the daughter of King Such-an-one is handsomer than he.'
When Bihzad heard this saying, his reason fled and his heart fluttered and he called the last speaker and said to him, 'Repeat to me that which thou
saidst and tell me the truth concerning her whom thou avouchest to be handsomer than I and whose daughter she is.' Quoth the man, 'She is the
daughter of King Such-an-one;' whereupon Bihzad's heart clave to her and his colour changed..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor
cclii.? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the Cripple dcxvi.? ? ? ? ? My watering lips, that cull the rose of thy soft cheek, declare My basil, (131) lily
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mine, to be the myrtles of thy hair..? ? ? ? ? u. The Two Sharpers who cheated each his Fellow dccccxi.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the
Sailor dlvi.One day he went forth to the chase and left Tuhfeh in her pavilion. As she sat looking upon a book, with a candlestick of gold before
her, wherein was a perfumed candle, behold, a musk-apple fell down before her from the top of the saloon. (190) So she looked up and beheld the
Lady Zubeideh bint el Casim, (191) who saluted her and acquainted her with herself, whereupon Tuhfeh rose to her feet and said, 'O my lady, were
I not of the number of the upstarts, I had daily sought thy service; so do not thou bereave me of thine august visits.' (192) The Lady Zubeideh called
down blessings upon her and answered, 'By the life of the Commander of the Faithful, I knew this of thee, and but that it is not of my wont to go
forth of my place, I had come out to do my service to thee.' Then said she to her, 'Know, O Tuhfeh, that the Commander of the Faithful hath
forsaken all his concubines and favourites on thine account, even to myself. Yea, me also hath he deserted on this wise, and I am not content to be
as one of the concubines; yet hath he made me of them and forsaken me, and I am come to thee, so thou mayst beseech him to come to me, though
it be but once a month, that I may not be the like of the handmaids and concubines nor be evened with the slave-girls; and this is my occasion with
thee.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' answered Tuhfeh. 'By Allah, O my lady, I would well that he might be with thee a whole month and with me but
one night, so thy heart might be comforted, for that I am one of thy handmaids and thou art my lady in every event.' The Lady Zubeideh thanked
her for this and taking leave of her, returned to her palace..? ? ? ? ? A fire in mine entrails burns, than which the fire of the hells denounced For
sinners' torment less scathing is: it seeketh me to slay..? ? ? ? ? Be gracious, so our gladness may be fulfilled with wine And we of our beloved have
easance, without fear..When the troops entered Baghdad, each of them alighted in his pavilion, whilst El Abbas encamped apart in a place near the
Tigris and commanded to slaughter for the troops, each day, that which should suffice them of oxen and sheep and bake them bread and spread the
tables. So the folk ceased not to come to him and eat of his banquet. Moreover, all the people of the country came to him with presents and rarities
and he requited them many times the like of their gifts, so that the lands were filled with his tidings and the report of him was bruited abroad among
the folk of the deserts and the cities..14. The Mouse and the Weasel cl.On this wise he abode a space of days, after which he made himself at home
in the land and took to himself comrades and got him friends galore, with whom he addressed himself to diversion and good cheer. Moreover, he
went a-pleasuring with his friends and their hearts were solaced [by his company] and he entertained them with stories and civilities (161) and
diverted them with pleasant verses and told them abundance of histories and anecdotes. Presently, the report of him reached King Jemhour, lord of
Cashghar of Hind, and great was his desire [for his company]. So he went in quest of him and Abdallah repaired to his court and going in to him,
kissed the earth before him. Jemhour welcomed him and entreated him with kindness and bade commit him to the guest-house, where he abode
three days, at the end of which time the king sent [to him] a chamberlain of his chamberlains and let bring him to his presence. When he came
before him, he greeted him [with the usual compliment], and the interpreter accosted him, saying, "King Jemhour hath heard of thy report, that thou
art a goodly boon-companion and an eloquent story-teller, and he would have thee company with him by night and entertain him with that which
thou knowest of anecdotes and pleasant stories and verses." And he made answer with "Hearkening and obedience.".? ? ? ? ? My place is the place
of the fillet and pearls And the fair are most featly with jasmine bedight,.21. Kemerezzeman and Budour clxx.Then he returned to the city and
forgot the youth; so the servants went in to him and said to him, 'O king, if thou keep silence concerning yonder youth, who would have slain thee,
all thy servants will presume upon thee, and indeed the folk talk of this matter.' With this the king waxed wroth and saying, 'Fetch him hither,'
commanded the headsman to strike off his head. So they [brought the youth and] bound his eyes; and the headsman stood at his head and said to
the king, 'By thy leave, O my lord, I will strike off his head.' But the king said, 'Stay, till I look into his affair. Needs must I put him to death and the
slaying of him will not escape [me].' So he restored him to the prison and there he abode till it should be the king's will to put him to death..O son
of Simeon, give no ear to other than my say, iii. 36..? ? ? ? ? i. The Credulous Husband dcccxcviii.? ? ? ? ? s. The Stolen Necklace dxcvi.? ? ? ? ?
My heart with yearning is ever torn and tortured without cease, Nor can my lids lay hold on sleep, that Sees from them away..? ? ? ? ? Would he
were not, who sundered us upon the parting-day! How many a body hath he slain, how many a bone laid bare!.52. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the
Merchant's Sister dcvi.[Then they went up to the palace and] the interpreter went in to Selma and said to her, 'O king of the age, here is an Indian
woman, who cometh from the land of Hind, and she hath laid hands on a young man, a servant, avouching that he is her husband, who hath been
missing these two years, and she came not hither but on his account, and indeed these many days she hath done almsdeeds [in the city]. And here is
a man, a cook, who avoucheth that the young man is his slave.' When the queen heard these words, her entrails quivered and she groaned from an
aching heart and called to mind her brother and that which had betided him. Then she bade those who were about her bring them before her, and
when she saw them, she knew her brother and was like to cry aloud; but her reason restrained her; yet could she not contain herself, but she must
needs rise up and sit down. However, she enforced herself unto patience and said to them, 'Let each of you acquaint me with his case.'.Then El
Abbas took leave of the king and went away to his own house. Now it befell that he passed under the palace of Mariyeh the king's daughter, and
she was sitting at a window. He chanced to look round and his eyes met those of the princess, whereupon his wit departed and he was like to swoon
away, whilst his colour changed and he said, "Verily, we are God's and to Him we return!" But he feared for himself lest estrangement betide him;
so he concealed his secret and discovered not his case to any of the creatures of God the Most High. When he reached his house, his servant Aamir
said to him, "O my lord, I seek refuge for thee with God from change of colour! Hath there betided thee a pain from God the Most High or hath
aught of vexation befallen thee? Verily, sickness hath an end and patience doth away vexation." But the prince returned him no answer. Then he
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brought out inkhorn [and pen] and paper and wrote the following verses:.The folk marvelled at this story with the utmost wonderment and the
seventh officer said, 'There befell me in Alexandria the [God-]guarded a marvellous thing, [and it was that one told me the following story]..Trust
in God, Of, 114..On this wise they did with her sister Dinarzad, and when they had made an end of displaying the two brides, the king bestowed
dresses of honour on all who were present and dismissed them to their own places. Then Shehrzad went in to King Shehriyar and Dinarzad to King
Shahzeman and each of them solaced himself with the company of his beloved and the hearts of the folk were comforted. When the morning
morrowed, the vizier came in to the two kings and kissed the ground before them; wherefore they thanked him and were bountiful to him. Then
they went forth and sat down upon couches of estate, whilst all the viziers and amirs and grandees and the chief officers of the realm and the
household presented themselves before them and kissed the earth. King Shehriyar ordered them dresses of honour and largesse and they offered up
prayers for the abiding continuance [on life] of the king and his brother..EN NUMAN AND THE ARAB OF THE BENOU TAI. (168).? ? ? ? ?
Then spare me, by Him who vouchsafed thee the kingship; For a gift in this world is the regal estate..?SINDBAD THE SAILOR AND HINDBAD
THE PORTER..?STORY OF THE MAN WHOSE CAUTION WAS THE CAUSE OF HIS DEATH..When El Muradi heard of his release, he
betook himself to the chief of the police and said to him, "O our lord, we are not assured from yonder youth, [the Damascene], for that he hath been
released from prison and we fear lest he complain of us." Quoth the prefect, "How shall we do?" And El Muradi answered, saying, "I will cast him
into a calamity for thee." Then he ceased not to follow the young Damascene from place to place till he came up with him in a strait place and a
by-street without an issue; whereupon he accosted him and putting a rope about his neck, cried out, saying, "A thief!" The folk flocked to him from
all sides and fell to beating and reviling Noureddin, whilst he cried out for succour, but none succoured him, and El Muradi still said to him, "But
yesterday the Commander of the Faithful released thee and to-day thou stealest!" So the hearts of the folk were hardened against him and El
Muradi carried him to the master of police, who bade cut off his hand..When he had made an end of his verses, he folded the letter and delivering it
to the nurse, charged her keep the secret. So she took it and carrying it to Mariyeh, gave it to her. The princess broke it open and read it and
apprehended its purport. Then said she, "By Allah, O nurse, my heart is burdened with an exceeding chagrin, never knew I a dourer, because of this
correspondence and of these verses." And the muse made answer to her, saying, "O my lady, thou art in thy dwelling and thy place and thy heart is
void of care; so return him an answer and reck thou not" Accordingly, the princess called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.? ?
? ? ? a. Story of the Chief of the New Cairo Police dciv.Mamoun (El) and Zubeideh, i. 199..Next morning, up came the Cadi, with his face like the
ox-eye, (104) and said, "In the name of God, where is my debtor and where is my money?" Then he wept and cried out and said to the prefect,
"Where is that ill-omened fellow, who aboundeth in thievery and villainy?" Therewith the prefect turned to me and said, "Why dost thou not
answer the Cadi?" And I replied, "O Amir, the two heads (105) are not equal, and I, I have no helper but God; but, if the right be on my side, it will
appear." At this the Cadi cried out and said, "Out on thee, O ill-omened fellow! How wilt thou make out that the right is on thy side?" "O our lord
the Cadi," answered I, "I deposited with thee a trust, to wit, a woman whom we found at thy door, and on her raiment and trinkets of price. Now
she is gone, even as yesterday is gone; and after this thou turnest upon us and makest claim upon me for six thousand dinars. By Allah, this is none
other than gross unright, and assuredly some losel of thy household hath transgressed against her!".Presently, the mother of the two boys, finding
that they tarried from her, went searching for them, till she came to the ship and fell to saying, 'Who hath seen two boys of mine? Their fashion is
thus and thus and their age thus and thus.' When they heard her words, they said, 'This is the description of the two boys who were drowned in the
sea but now.' Their mother heard and fell to calling on them and saying, 'Alas, my anguish for your loss, O my sons! Where was the eye of your
father this day, that it might have seen you?' Then one of the crew questioned her, saying, 'Whose wife art thou?' And she answered, 'I am the wife
of such an one the merchant. I was on my way to him, and there hath befallen me this calamity.' When the merchant heard her speech, he knew her
and rising to his feet, rent his clothes and buffeted his head and said to his wife, 'By Allah, I have destroyed my children with mine own hand! This
is the end of whoso looketh not to the issues of affairs.' Then he fell a-wailing and weeping over them, he and his wife, and he said, 'By Allah, I
shall have no ease of my life, till I light upon news of them!' And he betook himself to going round about the sea, in quest of them, but found them
not..? ? ? ? ? Sherik ben Amrou, what device avails the hand of death to stay? O brother of the brotherless, brother of all th' afflicted, say..'Know,
then,' said the merchant, 'that I am a man from the land of China and was in my youth well-favoured and well-to-do. Now I made no account of
womankind, one and all, but followed after boys, and one night I saw, in a dream, as it were a balance set up, and it was said by it, "This is the
portion of such an one." Presently, I heard my own name; so I looked and beheld a woman of the utmost loathliness; whereupon I awoke in affright
and said, "I will never marry, lest haply this loathly woman fall to my lot." Then I set out for this city with merchandise and the voyage was
pleasant to me and the sojourn here, so that I took up my abode here awhile and got me friends and factors, till I had sold all my merchandise and
taken its price and there was left me nothing to occupy me till the folk (212) should depart and depart with them..A sun of beauty she appears to all
who look on her, iii. 191..Twelfth Officer's Story, The, ii. I79..? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlix.When Tuhfeh heard this, she
gave a great cry, that the folk heard her and Kemeriyeh said, 'Relief is at hand.' Then she looked out to them and called to them, saying, 'O
daughters of mine uncle, I am a lonely maid, an exile from folk and country. So, for the love of God the Most High, repeat that song!' So
Kemeriyeh repeated it and Tuhfeh swooned away. When she came to herself, she said to Jemreh, 'By the virtue of the Apostle of God (whom may
He bless and preserve!) except thou suffer me go down to them and look on them and sit with them awhile, [I swear] I will cast myself down from
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this palace, for that I am weary of my life and know that I am slain without recourse; wherefore I will slay myself, ere thou pass sentence upon me.'
And she was instant with her in asking..Then she was silent, and when the king heard her speech and profited by that which she said, he summoned
up his reasoning faculties and cleansed his heart and caused his understanding revert [to the right way] and turned [with repentance] to God the
Most High and said in himself, "Since there befell the kings of the Chosroes more than that which hath befallen me, never, whilst I abide [on life],
shall I cease to blame myself [for that which I did in the slaughter of the daughters of the folk]. As for this Shehrzad, her like is not found in the
lands; so extolled be the perfection of Him who appointed her a means for the deliverance of His creatures from slaughter and oppression!" Then
he arose from his session and kissed her head, whereat she rejoiced with an exceeding joy, she and her sister Dinarzad..Chamberlain's Wife, The
King and his, ii. 53..Mariyeh opened the mantle, and when she saw that necklace, and indeed the place was illumined with the lustre thereof, she
looked at her slave-girl and said to her, "By Allah, O Shefikeh, one look at him were liefer to me than all that my hand possesseth! Would I knew
what I shall do, whenas Baghdad is empty of him and I hear no tidings of him!" Then she wept and calling for inkhorn* and paper and pen of brass,
wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? a. The Ox and the Ass.N.B.-The Roman numerals denote the volume, the Arabic the page.So he left him for
dead and entering his brother's chamber, saw him asleep, with the damsel by his side, and thought to slay her, but said in himself, 'I will leave the
damsel for myself.' Then he went up to his brother and cutting his throat, severed his head from his body, after which he left him and went away.
Therewithal the world was straitened upon him and his life was a light matter to him and he sought his father Suleiman Shah's lodging, that he
might slay him, but could not win to him. So he went forth from the palace and hid himself in the city till the morrow, when he repaired to one of
his father's strengths and fortified himself therein..Sons, The Merchant and his, i. 81..?THE FIRST OFFICER'S STORY..Now this present was a
horse worth ten thousand dinars and all its housings and trappings of gold set with jewels, and a book and five different kinds of suits of apparel
and an hundred pieces of fine white linen cloths of Egypt and silks of Suez and Cufa and Alexandria and a crimson carpet and another of
Tebaristan (217) make and an hundred pieces of cloth of silk and flax mingled and a goblet of glass of the time of the Pharaohs, a finger-breadth
thick and a span wide, amiddleward which was the figure of a lion and before him an archer kneeling, with his arrow drawn to the head, and the
table of Solomon son of David, (218) on whom be peace; and the contents of the letter were as follows: 'From the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, unto
whom and to his forefathers (on whom be peace) God hath vouchsafed the rank of the noble and exceeding glory, to the august, God-aided Sultan,
greeting. Thy letter hath reached us and we rejoiced therein and have sent thee the book [called] "The Divan of Hearts and the Garden of Wits," of
the translation whereof when thou hast taken cognizance, its excellence will be established in thine eyes; and the superscription of this book we
have made unto thee. Moreover, we send thee divers other kingly presents; (219) so do thou favour us by accepting them, and peace be on
thee!'.There was once aforetime a chief officer [of police] and there passed by him one day a Jew, with a basket in his hand, wherein were five
thousand dinars; whereupon quoth the officer to one of his slaves, "Canst thou make shift to take that money from yonder Jew's basket?" "Yes,"
answered he, nor did he tarry beyond the next day before he came to his master, with the basket in his hand. So (quoth the officer) I said to him,
"Go, bury it in such a place." So he went and buried it and returned and told me. Hardly had he done this when there arose a clamour and up came
the Jew, with one of the king's officers, avouching that the money belonged to the Sultan and that he looked to none but us for it. We demanded of
him three days' delay, as of wont, and I said to him who had taken the money, "Go and lay somewhat in the Jew's house, that shall occupy him with
himself." So he went and played a fine trick, to wit, he laid in a basket a dead woman's hand, painted [with henna] and having a gold seal- ring on
one of the fingers, and buried the basket under a flagstone in the Jew's house. Then came we and searched and found the basket, whereupon we
straightway clapped the Jew in irons for the murder of a woman..Thy letter reached me; when the words thou wrot'st therein I read, iii. 84..When
this came to the king's knowledge, he despatched troops in pursuit of Zourkhan, to stop the road upon him, whilst he himself went out and
overtaking the vizier, smote him on the head with his mace and slew him. Then he took his daughter by force and returning to his dwelling-place,
went in to her and married her. Arwa resigned herself with patience to that which betided her and committed her affair to God the Most High; and
indeed she was used to serve Him day and night with a goodly service in the house of King Dabdin her husband..154. King Mohammed ben Sebaik
and the Merchant Hassan dcclvi.29. Maan ben Zaideh and the three Girls dxxxii.Now the late king had left a wife and a daughter, and the people
would fain have married the latter to the new king, to the intent that the kingship might not pass out of the old royal family. So they proposed to
him that he should take her to wife, and he promised them this, but put them off from him, (64) of his respect for the covenant he had made with his
former wife, to wit, that he would take none other to wife than herself. Then he betook himself to fasting by day and standing up by night [to pray],
giving alms galore and beseeching God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) to reunite him with his children and his wife, the daughter
of his father's brother..? ? ? ? ? And when I long to look upon thy face, My life is perished with desire straightway..? ? ? ? ? How long did the heart
for thy love that languished with longing endure A burden of passion, 'neath which e'en mountains might totter and fail!.So the thief entered, he and
the husband; and when they were both in the chamber, she locked on them the door, which was a stout one, and said to the thief, 'Out on thee, O
fool! Thou hast fallen [into the trap] and now I have but to cry out and the officers of the police will come and take thee and thou wilt lose thy life,
O Satan!' Quoth he, 'Let me go forth;' and she said, 'Thou art a man and I am a woman; and in thy hand is a knife and I am afraid of thee.' Quoth he,
'Take the knife from me.' So she took the knife from him and said to her husband, 'Art thou a woman and he a man? Mar his nape with beating,
even as he did with thee; and if he put out his hand to thee, I will cry out and the police will come and take him and cut him in sunder.' So the
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husband said to him, 'O thousand-horned, (248) O dog, O traitor, I owe thee a deposit, (249) for which thou dunnest me.' And he fell to beating him
grievously with a stick of live-oak, whilst he called out to the woman for help and besought her of deliverance; but she said, 'Abide in thy place till
the morning, and thou shalt see wonders.' And her husband beat him within the chamber, till he [well- nigh] made an end of him and he swooned
away..? ? ? ? ? And troubles, too, forsook us, who tears like dragons' blood, O lordings, for your absence had wept at every pore..The zephyr's
sweetness on the coppice blew, ii. 235..When they came to the palace, King Shehriyar commanded to spread the tables with beasts roasted [whole]
and sweetmeats and all manner viands and bade the crier make proclamation to the folk that they should come up to the Divan and eat and drink
and that this should be a means of reconciliation between him and them. So great and small came up unto him and they abode on that wise, eating
and drinking, seven days with their nights. Then the king shut himself up with his brother and acquainted him with that which had betided him with
the vizier's daughter [Shehrzad] in those three years [which were past] and told him what he had heard from her of saws and parables and
chronicles and pleasant traits and jests and stories and anecdotes and dialogues and histories and odes and verses; whereat King Shahzeman
marvelled with the utterest of marvel and said, "Fain would I take her younger sister to wife, so we may be two own brothers to two own sisters,
and they on likewise be sisters unto us; for that the calamity which befell me was the means of the discovering of that which befell thee and all this
time of three years past I have taken no delight in woman, save that I lie each night with a damsel of my kingdom, and when I arise in the morning,
I put her to death; but now I desire to marry thy wife's sister Dinarzad.".Now the dancing of Iblis pleased Queen Es Shuhba and she said to him, 'By
Allah, this is a goodly dancing!' He thanked her for this and said to Tuhfeh, 'O Tuhfeh, there is not on the face of the earth a skilfuller than Ishac en
Nedim; but thou art more skilful than he. Indeed, I have been present with him many a time and have shown him passages (234) on the lute, and
there have betided me such and such things with him. (235) Indeed, the story of my dealings with him is a long one and this is no time to repeat it;
but now I would fain show thee a passage on the lute, whereby thou shall be exalted over all the folk.' Quoth she to him, 'Do what seemeth good to
thee.' So he took the lute and played thereon on wondrous wise, with rare divisions and extraordinary modulations, and showed her a passage she
knew not; and this was liefer to her than all that she had gotten. Then she took the lute from him and playing thereon, [sang and] presently returned
to the passage that he had shown her; and he said, 'By Allah, thou singest better than I!' As for Tuhfeh, it was made manifest to her that her former
usance (236) was all of it wrong and that what she had learnt from the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis was the origin and foundation [of all perfection] in
the art. So she rejoiced in that which she had gotten of [new skill in] touching the lute far more than in all that had fallen to her lot of wealth and
raiment and kissed the Sheikh's hand..Here the treasure-seeker brought out a book and reading therein, dug in the crest of the mountain five cubits
deep, whereupon there appeared to him a stone. He pulled it up and behold, it was a trap-door covering the mouth of a pit. So he waited till the
[foul] air was come forth from the midst of the pit, when he bound a rope about the boy's middle and let him down to the bottom, and with him a
lighted flambeau. The boy looked and beheld, at the upper end of the pit, wealth galore; so the treasure-seeker let down a rope and a basket and the
boy fell to filling and the man to drawing up, till the latter had gotten his sufficiency, when he loaded his beasts and did his occasion, whilst the boy
looked for him to let down to him the rope and draw him up; but he rolled a great stone to the mouth of the pit and went away..When the poor man
heard the merchant's story, he became desirous of marrying his daughter. So he took her to wife and was vouchsafed of her exceeding love. Nor,"
added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that of the rich man and his wasteful heir.".The king gave ear to her counsel and despatching
the eunuch for the mamelukes, assigned them a lodging and said to them, "Have patience, till the king give you tidings of your lord El Abbas."
When they heard his words, their eyes ran over with plenteous tears, of their much longing for the sight of their lord. Then the king bade the queen
enter the privy chamber (97) and let down the curtain (98) [before the door thereof]. So she did this and he summoned them to his presence. When
they stood before him, they kissed the earth, to do him worship, and showed forth their breeding (99) and magnified his dignity. He bade them sit,
but they refused, till he conjured them by their lord El Abbas. So they sat down and he caused set before them food of various kinds and fruits and
sweetmeats. Now within the Lady Afifeh's palace was an underground way communicating with the palace of the princess Mariyeh. So the queen
sent after her and she came to her, whereupon she made her stand behind the curtain and gave her to know that El Abbas was the king's son of
Yemen and that these were his mamelukes. Moreover, she told her that the prince's father had levied his troops and was come with his army in
quest of him and that he had pitched his camp in the Green Meadow and despatched these mamelukes to make enquiry of their lord. So Mariyeh
abode looking upon them and upon their beauty and grace and the goodliness of their apparel, till they had eaten their fill of food and the tables
were removed; whereupon the king recounted to them the story of El Abbas and they took leave of him and went away.
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