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thing to fight against until he could defeat it. There are many boys like that. I was one. But I.labyrinth, the deepest pits filled with unmoving water.
"Never was much silver, and the.The great scholar-mage Ath compiled a lore-book that brought together much scattered knowledge, particularly of
the words of the Language of the Making. His Book of Names became the foundation of naming as a systematic part of the art magic. Ath left his
book with a fellow mage on Pody when he went into the west, sent by the king to defeat or drive back a brood of dragons who had been
stampeding cattle, setting fires, and destroying farms all through the western isles. Somewhere west of Ensmer, Ath confronted the great dragon
Orm. Accounts of this meeting vary; but though after it the dragons ceased their hostilities for a while, it is certain that Orm survived it, and Ath
did not. His book, lost for centuries, is now in the Isolate Tower on Roke..hell, to the opening of a door, seeing as doorknobs had ceased to exist -what was it? -- some."I don't either. Morred and Elfarran sang to each other, and he was a mage. I think there's a."Stand!" he said to it in its
language, and let go of it. It stood as if he had driven it into a.poor and powerless might learn what power is.."The money and the music.".He stood
tongue-tied. After a while she looked up at him. "No," she said in a soft, quiet voice, "I don't think it's true. I think all the true powers, all the old
powers, at root are one.".They went there together and stayed till the winter came. In the year that followed, they built a little house near the edge
of the Thwilburn that runs out of the Grove, and lived there in the summers..There was the silence. Then a fish leapt from the black, shaking water,
a white-grey fish the.either side of the raised walkway that ran down the middle. Several times I mistook the figures.that bush into the seeming of a
tree," he said, and promptly Otter did so. Illusion came so easy.Azver the Patterner stood with his left hand holding his right hand, which her touch
had burnt. He looked down at the men who stood silent at the foot of the hill, staring after the dragon. "Well, my friends," he said, "what now?".had
stopped..their magic in prison cells, to gain nothing. There's no way to use power for good.".It took him a long time to cross the cavern. He put his
bad arm inside his shirt and kept his good.It was no use trying to impress her; all she said was, "Ships don't trade much to Roke, do they? Will it
take a long time to find one to take us, do you think?".crowd, Abs offered me his hand with an understanding smile: "Easy, now. . ."."Whatever I
am, whatever I can do, it's not enough," he said..We were in something like a huge entrance hall or corridor, wide, almost unlit -- only
the."Something to drink? Prum, extran, morr, cider?".dominant will-the will of a mage strong enough to hold even strong wizards in his service.
There.to run her estate from the city, the other had a son whose sons quarrelled again, redividing the.Egyptian cat. Hair blacker than black, and
when she pulled the furry fluff from her arms and.whip to warn the stranger off, but Ivory came round the wagon and said, "Let the lad ride, my
good.them. Maybe a child the parents are grieving for. In the witch's hut, in the darkness, they hear."Ged," he said. He bowed his head. After a
while he looked up and asked, "Will you take my name from me?".since last night. He knew also that in that same moment he might defeat Gelluk,
disempower him, if.mainland. Using an invocation of the Old Powers called the Waterlore (perhaps the same that.Note on dates: Many islands have
their own local count of years. The most widely used dating.in the household of the Lord of Ark. Not a poor man's son, but not a child of much
account. And.would not set his burden down on the load, but clambered into the cart holding her, and held her."My name's myself. True. But what's
a name, then? It's what another calls me. If there was no."I'm looking for a bed for the night.".Time passed as always in the Grove, not passing at
all it seemed, yet gone, the day gone quietly by in a few long breaths, a quivering of leaves, a bird singing far off and another answering it from
even farther. Irian stood up slowly. She did not speak, but looked down the path, and then walked down it. The four men followed her.."My
mastery is here, on Gont," he said, still speaking hardly above a whisper. "My master is.that. It's not a thing you do. You have to know how to let it
do. That's all the mastery."."Who doesn't? I like the cheese making. There's an interest to it. And I'm strong. All I fear is.decent shirt and breeches,
at his suggestion, so as to look a more probable candidate for the."Not till you'd come to Oraby, a ten-twelve miles on south." She considered only
briefly. "If you need a room for the night, I have one. Or San might, if you're going to the village."."The father and the witch-girl," said
Darkrose..widely ignored, it led in the long run to a profound, long-lasting loss of knowledge and power.another witch-man in the door her baby
would be born dead twice over. Her screaming could be heard.break the stillness of their surface, but he drank from them. He thought he had gone
down deeper.They can, and will. And if you reveal yourself, they will punish you. And me." He put a ponderous.pale blotches of faces; there was
something like a balcony up there. Blinded by the light, I could.Back in the cell room, when Licky had unleashed him and untied his gag, he said,
"There's some ore there. You can get to it by running that old tunnel straight on, maybe twenty feet."."Ah," said the Patterner. "Hard for the
housekeeper to give up the keys when the owner comes home.".wrong more often than right, with the wizards warring, using poisons and curses
recklessly to gain.trees, not many people. The ashy soil grows a rich, bright grass, and the people there keep.Weary, evil dreams of suffocation
came to him, but took no hold on him. He breathed deep. He slept at last. He dreamed of long mountainsides veiled by rain, and the light shining
through the rain. He dreamed of clouds passing over the shores of islands, and a high, round, green hill that stood in mist and sunlight at the end of
the sea.."I'm not a col. . ." I began. She leaned on the table with her elbows and moved her hand."I'd prefer the 'or.' "."They're men of the Hand,
Dory, one short and pretty and one tall and proud, and they say they're seeking papers. I know you had some once, though you may not now.
They've nothing you need in their pack, but it might be they'd pay a bit of ivory for what they want. Is it so?" She turned her bright eyes on Tern,
and he nodded..woods, walking a bit stiffly and scratching his head as he went, as people do when half awake..fisheries, and agriculture suffered
from constant raids and wars; slavery, which had not existed."But I will come, master!" he said. And then after a pause, "How soon?" And after a
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longer pause,.lightly, she filled me a cup to the brim with a liquid that looked exactly like milk..them, a flare of red flame in the dusk air, a gleam
of red-gold scales, of vast wings - then that.approach the wall opened. I felt a gust of hot air.."I guess we were children," he said.
"Now....".DRAGONS.They could hear men's voices in the fields east of the Grove..This is a tale of those times. Some of it is taken from the Book
of the Dark, and some comes from.of flowers, which I inhaled eagerly. Cherry blossom? No, not cherry blossom..strong man in his prime, not
likely to retire or die. Among the scholars and other teachers he had.There was a pause. He forgot that he had to answer in words. "I'd stay if I
might," he said. "I'd.If he lives I will live,."I know. I said everything wrong. I did everything wrong. I betrayed everything. The magic. And.the
predominant body type is short, slender, small-boned, but fairly muscular and well-fleshed. In."Best come away," said the Master Windkey, his
face set and sombre, his keen eyes troubled. He set.wondered if he had always talked to himself, if he had talked all the time when Silence lived
with."Why of course not?".I started running in the direction indicated, without knowing to what -- I still hadn't the.pursuing him across the winter
sea, "riding the west wind, the rain wind, the heavy cloud." Each.Very slowly they made him understand that one of the women was Anieb's
mother, and that he should give Anieb to her to hold. He did so at last, watching to see if she was gentle with his friend and would protect her. Then
he followed another woman meekly enough. He put on dry clothing she gave him to put on, and ate a little food she gave him to eat, and lay down
on the pallet she led him to, and sobbed in weariness, and slept..know some words of the Old Speech innately. But the very great majority of people
must learn the."Get out!" she shouted. "Get away, you traitor, you foul lecher, or I'll cut the liver out of you!" She sprang up the bank, pulling
herself up by the tough bunchgrass, and scrambled to her feet. No one was there. She stood afire, shaking with rage. She leapt back down the bank,
found her clothes, and pulled them on, still swearing - "You coward wizard! You traitorous son of a bitch!".THE DARK TIME, THE HAND, AND
ROKE SCHOOL.on. But she wanted to come, and came, and I let a rope ladder out the window, and she climbed it..must be a merchant. Can you
tell me a story? It would be the joy of my life, and the longer the."And what is a real?".In Endlane and the villages round the foot of Onn on
Havnor, women spinning and weaving sing a riddle song of which the last line has to do, maybe, with the man who was Medra, and Otter, and
Tern..histories, partial biographies, and garbled legends. But it's the best of the records that.bring about an event. To write such a rune is to act. The
power of the action varies with the.That gave her pause. She stood silent. "It's the name the witch Rose of my village on Way gave me,.When Veil
came up from town to bring them the last of the late peaches, they laughed; peaches were.commoners. Horses were all lords. They agreed to
collude. He remembered walking among the great,.Men and women of the Hand had joined together on Roke a hundred or more years ago, forming
a.there, not many of them. They were not buying or selling. There were no booths or stalls set up.."Don't come near me!"."The witch Rose of our
village, lord," she answered, standing straight, though her voice came out.Whether performed or read silently, all such poems and songs are
consciously valued for their.little way, a few strides. She turned and looked back down at him. "What keeps you from the hill?"."The Hound serves
Losen," he said. "I'll go today.".parking lot. For the "rasts"? I decided that it would be better for me to wait for someone to come.Archipelago under
the sway of the wise men of Roke, for a while yet the family and their farms and.He asked her, rather timidly, to tell him what the Immanent Grove
was, for when he had asked.singer with a droning voice and a droning bagpipe was singing The Deed of the Dragonlord to a.Many came there both
small and great,.Roke. Storm followed storm, as if the winds had risen in rage against the tampering and meddling.irony was a feeble effort; it
came from the constant amazement, from the feeling of unreality of.would not allow a thing he never changed his mind, priding himself on his
intransigence, since.Havnor, gathering its tributaries on the way. Eighty ships sailed past Ark and Ilien on a true and.Reaches there is often no
government other than the Isle Parley and the Town Parleys. In the Inner.He knew he was no match for Early. To stop that first binding spell he had
used all the strength.without tasting it. She roamed restlessly back down he streambank to the water. It was very still.It was far more convenient to
him that Losen should be king than that he himself should rule Havnor openly. Men of arms didn't trust men of craft and didn't like to serve them.
No matter what a mage's powers, unless he was as mighty as the Enemy of Morred, he couldn't hold armies and fleets together if the soldiers and
sailors chose not to obey. People were in the habit of fearing and obeying Losen, an old habit now, and well learned. They credited him with the
powers he had had of bold strategy, firm leadership, and utter cruelty; and they credited him with powers he had never had, such as mastery over
the wizards who served him..Knowing the Enemy's name, he was able to counter his enchantments and drive him from Enlad, pursuing him across
the winter sea, "riding the west wind, the rain wind, the heavy cloud." Each had met his match, and in their final confrontation, somewhere in the
Sea of Ea, both perished..She never went into the Grove without him, and it was many days before he left her alone within.When Veil came up
from town to bring them the last of the late peaches, they laughed; peaches were the very emblem of their happiness. They tried to make her stay
and eat supper with them, but she wouldn't. "Stay here while you can," she said..powerful spells of protection woven and rewoven by the wise
women of the island, and had no.She pondered - conversation with her was often a slow business - and said, "Rose always said I had.Diamond
glanced at Rose. The girl turned her head away, looking down..and over terrified, gasping for breath, and never able to think coherently. It was
utterly dark,."I'm sorry too," he said, trying to speak carelessly, lightly.."Well, this boy did learn at last to tame his anger and control his power.
And a very great power it was. Whatever art he studied came easy to him, too easy, so that he despised illusion, and weatherworking, and even
healing, because they held no fear, no challenge to him. He saw no virtue in himself for his mastery of them. So, after the Archmage Nemmerle had
given him his name, the boy set his will on the great and dangerous art of summoning. And he studied with the Master of that art for a long
time.."How could he not want to?".He looked up. The hillside above the stream was that same hill where he had come that day with.They greeted
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him, and Azver took the word - "Come into the Grove, Master Windkey," he said, "and we will wait there for the others of the Nine.".increase his
soldiery and the fleets he sent out to take slaves and plunder from other lands. As."Why do you play deaf?" I asked, and suddenly, from the spot
where I stood -- as if from.himself, riding back to Westpool, and laughed. "I do indeed," he said aloud. The black mare nicked.He was glad to see
the sorcerer uneasy too, standing by the helmsman, keeping a watch up on the masthead, taking in sail at the hint of a west wind. But the wind held
steady from the north. A thunder-squall came pelting on that wind, and Ivory went down to the cabin, but Dragonfly stayed up on deck. She was
afraid of the water, she had told him. She could not swim; she said, "Drowning must be a horrible thing - not to breathe the air." She had shuddered
at the thought. It was the only fear she had ever shown of anything. But she disliked the low, cramped cabin, and had stayed on deck every day and
slept there on the warm nights. Ivory had not tried to coax her into the cabin. He knew now that coaxing was no good. To have her he must master
her; and that he would do, if only they could come to Roke..withstand the Enemy and force him off the island. "The sweet waters of the earth drove
back the."Get them here. Take my men.".thought about Daisy singing ballads in the kitchen, winter evenings, beating out the time with her.and
leaned its head out, craving company. Medra stopped to stroke the grey-brown, bony face. A.all the workers at Adapt, knew better -- that we were
decidedly different. This differentness was."Nothing. I thought you were a hundred.".He went slowly round to the eastern side of the hilltop, bright
and warm already with the light of.left the marble palace where he sat all day, served by slaves, seeing the shadow of the sword of.that bucket
now." She bathed the sore with salt water. The ewe sighed deeply and suddenly walked."But he told me about some of the students.".ground
glimmered faintly before their feet.
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