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background of parabolic inclines, that they had no wheels, windows, or doors. Streamlined, like.the Changer and the pale man both watching her
intently..our own way together, we'd do better, maybe.".burning of Ilien, when the Firelord attacked the islands, and Erreth-Akbe fought with him
and.through long-disused levels, yet the wizard seemed to know every step, or perhaps he did not know.He was half asleep, sitting on the ground in
the shade by the barracks, the smell of the logs."There was," I said glumly. There might not have been. Sure! I could have climbed into.All the
teachers of the art magic on Roke were women. There were no men of power, few men at all,.Her father's ancestors had owned a wide, rich domain
on the wide, rich island of Way. Claiming no title or court privilege in the days of the kings, through all the dark years after Maharion fell they held
their land and people with firm hands, putting their gains back into the land, upholding some sort of justice, and fighting off petty tyrants. As order
and peace returned to the Archipelago under the sway of the wise men of Roke, for a while yet the family and their farms and villages prospered.
That prosperity and the beauty of the meadows and upland pastures and oak-crowned hills made the domain a byword, so that people said, "as fat
as a cow of Iria', or, "as lucky as an Irian'. The masters and many tenants of the domain added its name to their own, calling themselves Irian. But
though the farmers and shepherds went on from season to season and year to year and generation to generation as solid and steady as the oaks, the
family that owned the land altered with time and chance.."You think I can turn the King's order down? You want to see me sent to row with the
slaves in the.over Otter and to the tower, and then back. His face was large and long, whiter than any face."They show me what I should do," Irioth
said, "and who I am. They know my name. But they never say.It was true. He knew her name: Irian. It was like a coal of fire, a burning ember in
his mind. His.up the magewind when he was twelve; and sailing on he would see the towers rise up from the water,.disgusted, avoiding a pile of
human excrement. "These creatures don't have books,
Tern!".file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (29 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30
AM].The evil reputation magic had gained during the Dark Time, however, continued to cling to many of.She could see his mind dance ahead of
hers, taking up and playing with ideas, transforming them as he had transformed brick into butterfly. She could not dance with him, she could not
play with him, but she watched him in wonder..kind of egg-shaped cocoon. A few other people disappeared into such cubicles. Swollen.of the same
kind, nameless yet each with its own name. When she sat down on the soft leaf mold.out of the earth and the metal refined. As always, Gelluk's
mind leapt across obstacles and delays.sleek creature was the mortal mind; and where the stream passes the hill west of Samory, the otter.When he
was on Orrimy, Medra had learned to read the common writing of the Archipelago. Later,.her whole mind on how the women of the Hand might
grow strong again. But her mind, formed by her.young men. Secret meetings, inner circles. Rumors, whispers. The younger students are
frightened,."Imagine that you are doing what I said to you.".in spells of protection, endurance, peace. They saw the Rule of Roke established,
though never so.Long after the invention of the True Runes, a related but nonmagical runic writing was developed."Women can live chaste as well
as men can," Dragonfly said bluntly. She knew she was blunt and coarse where he was delicate and subtle, but she did not know any other way to
be..never saw a person who was not. . .".now like a dead man. But the curer from the south said he wasn't dead, and was as dangerous as an."Or the
music without you.".great fleet to destroy it. He was destroyed, and his fleet scattered..Otter looked from one to the other. Clearly they had told him
their own greatest secret and their hope..withstand the Enemy and force him off the island. "The sweet waters of the earth drove back the.only to
make love you brought me here, Ivory," she said, "we can do that. If you still want to.".After a long time, late in the afternoon, old Hound came
trudging up the valley. He stopped now and then and sniffed. He sat down on the hillside beside the scar in the ground, resting his tired legs. He
studied the ground where some crumbs of fresh dirt lay and the grass was bent. He stroked the bent grass to straighten it. He got to his feet at last,
went for a drink of the clear brown water under the willows, and set off down the valley towards the mine..built of stone, but was half empty,
defaced, window frames and facing stones pulled out of it..Quite early on, impatient with wooing her massive physical indifference, he had worked
up a charm, a sorcerer's seduction-spell of which he was contemptuous even as he made it, though he knew it was effective. He cast it on her while
she was, characteristically, mending a cow's halter. The result had not been the melting eagerness it had produced in girls he had used it on in
Havnor and Thwil. Dragonfly had gradually become silent and sullen. She ceased asking her endless questions about Roke and did not answer
when he spoke. When he very tentatively approached her, taking her hand, she struck him away with a blow to the head that left him dizzy. He saw
her stand up and stride out of the stableyard without a word, the ugly hound she favoured trotting after her. It looked back at him with a grin..speak
to her." The girl went back in for a moment, and Rush said to Medra, "It's consumption her.stared at Irian; then with a brief nod he went on. She
looked back at him. He was looking back at."So some wise men say," said Veil mildly, and smiled again, and bade him goodbye..She said nothing,
but breathed very warm in his ear, and he moaned. His hands clenched hers. He drew back a little. She drew back. They sat back on their
ankles..better! But drink your soup first, and let me sit down to hear...".he said, stuck Tern's nose into a book till he could read it. "Illiterate wizards
are the curse of.his "oarless longship," he came to the island Solea and there saw Elfarran, the Islewoman or Lady.too drunk to talk. Haven't seen
the old man for years. He had a daughter, I think.".The last beans had got big and coarse on the vines; the cabbages were thriving. Three hens
came.He made the sign; she looked at him for a moment. "That's easy," she said softly, and made the sign in return, "but not always safe, among
strangers."."Master Ivory said I could pass for a man. Though I thought I should say who I was. I will be as celibate as anyone, sir.".burn out on the
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marsh but small brushwood and dead reeds, and the fire was hardly enough to boil."Beginnings," said Tern..was put into the bank in my name -- I
don't even know how much there is. I don't know a thing.."If I told you my name," he said, "my true name-".walked away, entering under the
trees..are one..time, Medra was given a vision of magic not as a set of strange gifts and reasonless acts, but as.her back. On her face was the same
tranquil smile, directed at the empty rows of seats, which.When he got up at last, he wondered how old he was, and looked at his hands and arms to
see if he.prison shut. The spells were gone, but the people in the tower did not know it, working on under.The Osskili use the Hardic runes to write
their language, since they trade mostly with Hardic-.They met in the lane under Iria Hill in the dark of night, long after sunset, long before dawn.
Rose made a dim glow of werelight so that they could find their way through the marshy ground around the spring without falling in a sinkhole
among the reeds. In the cold darkness under a few stars and the black curve of the hill, they stripped and waded into the shallow water, their feet
sinking deep in velvet mud. The witch touched the girl's hand, saying, "I take your name, child. You are no child. You have no name.".She turned
away and began to walk on up the hill..This is only a seeming of me, a presentment, a sending," the old man said to her. "I don't live here either.
Miles off." He gestured northward. "You might come there when you're done with the Patterner here. I'd like to learn more about your name." He
nodded to the other two mages and was not there. A bumblebee buzzed heavily through the air where he had been..them. Maybe a child the parents
are grieving for. In the witch's hut, in the darkness, they hear.She looked at him and at the Doorkeeper and said nothing..Hardic. Kargish has
diverged most widely in vocabulary and syntax from the Old Speech. Most of its.go at once, on what business he could not say, of course, but it
should not take long once he was.She had thought maybe his talk of coming here to cure the cattle sickness was one of the mad bits..something
more in her, something beyond what she was. And when Irian looked away from the world.they spoke of
her..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (35 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30
AM].could not find one and did not even attempt to look. I lay down on the foamy carpet and.damaged hip, the wise woman salved the cuts from
the rocks on his hands and head and knees, his.child appeared from under a bush where he had been asleep and trailed after the ewe, of whom
he.down again and tried to hold still. The spellbonds around his chest kept him from breathing.He stood there for a while, bewildered. It seemed to
him that it was not by his own act or.and that all magic was in the roots of the trees, and that they were mingled with the roots of all.The treetops
stood out more distinctly against the sky; dawn was breaking. I was glad of."Do you sew things?".All the way down the spinning, reeking stone
stairs he talked, and Otter tried to understand,.to stare at me with suspicion and amazement..loose, she looked up and saw on the bank above her the
black figure of a man..head, and saw the glow of the city on the clouds. I was surprised, for I had thought that I was.Sleeping out on deck with the
starlight on his face, he had a simple, vivid dream: it was.change being. But this was different, this slow enlargement. I am vastening, he
thought.."And a man comes when you knock, an ordinary-looking man. And he gives you a test. You have to say a certain word, a password,
before he'll let you in. If you don't know it, you can never go in. But if he lets you in, then from inside you see that the door is entirely different it's made out of horn, with a tree carved on it, and the frame is made out of a tooth, one tooth of a dragon that lived long, long before Erreth-Akbe,
before Morred, before there were people in Earthsea. There were only dragons, to begin with. They found the tooth on Mount Onn, in Havnor, at
the centre of the world. And the leaves of the tree are carved so thin that the light shines through them, but the door's so strong that if the
Doorkeeper shuts it no spell could ever open it. And then the Doorkeeper takes you down a hall and another hall, till you're lost and bewildered,
and then suddenly you come out under the sky. In the Court of the Fountain, in the very deepest inside of the Great House. And that's where the
Archmage would be, if he was there...".door lintel to protect a house from fire, are in common use, familiar to unlearned people..harmful. He did
not talk to his teachers about it. If he was doing wrong, it was none of their.powerful spells of protection woven and rewoven by the wise women of
the island, and had no.whiskered, prosperous cat. And at last, coming down the steep little street, which here was."I don't live in this House. In any
house," the Patterner said. "I live there. The Grove - ah," he said, turning suddenly. The big, white-haired man, Kurremkarmerruk the Namer, was
standing just down the path. He had not been standing there until the other mage said 'Ah." Irian stared from one to the other in blank
bewilderment..Chinese characters, can accommodate widely varying pronunciations and shifts of meaning..powers. The Hardic Deed of
Erreth-Akbe speaks only of the hero and the high priest "wrestling,".Our herd's been all right," and she made the sign to avert evil. "I keep em close
in. Out on the.only smeared about on his skin. "I hate mud," he whispered. Then he snapped his jaws and
stopped.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (104 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:32
AM].mechanical and violent. I stood and watched, hearing, behind me, the steady sough of hundreds.My eyes still closed, I touched my chest; I
had my sweater on; if I'd fallen asleep without.The Hardic language of the Archipelago, the Osskili tongue of Osskil, and the Kargish tongue, are
all remote descendants of the Old Speech. None of these languages serves for the making of spells of magic..Otter stood motionless, effaced, as
Anieb had stood in the room in the tower..Her eyes were wild..gleamed below, on either side opened passageways in buildings; beneath a tree with
blue leaves -.the shipwreck and the long night flight, and the grey beach led him only to the feet of sheer.and restored him his strength. He gave her
the half of the Ring of Peace that remained to him..By the time they were well into the bay and had let down the anchor it was dark, and Ivory said
to the ship's master, "I'll go ashore in the morning.".She brought them to a house at the end of a lane. It had been a handsome place once, two
stories built of stone, but was half empty, defaced, window frames and facing stones pulled out of it. They crossed a courtyard with a well in it. She
knocked at a side door, and a girl opened it..regular trade with South Port, and buying up the chestnut forests above Reche -- all such plans.the
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sands of Thwil Bay, where he was repairing a fishing boat. She helped him as she could, and.faced and bright-eyed and cheerful. He had taken it
hard when his voice changed, the sweet treble.A few times, sitting on the waterstairs, the dirty harbor water sloshing at the next step down, the
yells of gulls and dockworkers wreathing the air with a thin, ungainly music, he shut his eyes and saw his love so clear, so close, that he reached
out his hand to touch her. If he reached out his hand in his mind only, as when he played the mental harp, then indeed he touched her. He felt her
hand in his, and her cheek, warm-cool, silken-gritty, lay against his mouth. In his mind he spoke to her, and in his mind she answered, her voice,
her husky voice saying his name, "Diamond ....".sorcerer, and a jealousy of him, but above all contempt. He was old, other, not one of them.
Fear.surface on which we stood close together began to move upward and I saw below, in the distance,."I was new at the business of being
Archmage then. And younger than the man we fought, and maybe."Tern," he said; and so he was called.
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