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"I'm not afraid of him.".family. Consequently, they must know the entire story; and although it must seem improbable to them,.precious pearl,
might have opened its shell to feed in this guarded fashion. In the palm of the lower hand.Veronica had to bite her lip .to suppress the beginnings of
a giggle,. "A Chironian.".scar tissue.."Oh, so it's trouble them fellas is looking for, is it?" a voice with just a hint :of an Irish brogue asked softly
from the doorway. Bret Hanlon was leaning casually against one of the doorposts, blue eyes glinting icily. His huge shoulders seeming almost to
reach the other side of the door. He looked completely relaxed and at ease, but Colman registered his weight carded well forward on the balls of his
feet and his fingers flexing inconspicuously down by his hip. The two corporals glanced at each other apprehensively. Hanlon's appearance altered
the odds a bit. Padawski was looking uncertain, but at the same time didn't seem willing to back off ignominiously. For a few seconds that dragged
like minutes, the charge in the room crackled at flashpoint. Nobody moved..Following a directive from Wellesley, Howard Kalens instructed
Amery Farnhill to open an embassy in a small building at Canaveral which the Chironians obligingly agreed to vacate, having been about to move
into larger premises elsewhere anyway. The intention was to provide a focal point that the Chironians would recognize and respond to for opening
diplomatic channels. Unfortunately, the natives paid no attention to it, and after two days of sitting at his desk with nothing to do, Avery Farnhill
pleaded with Kalens for approval to send out snatch squads from his contingent of SD guards to bring in likely candidates to talk to him. Kalens
could only partly concur since he was under strict instructions from Wellesley. "If you can persuade them, then do it," he replied over the
communications link from the Mayflower IL "A calculated degree of intimidation is acceptable, but on no account are they to use force. I don't like
it either, Avery, but I'm afraid we'll have to live with the plan for the time being.".of the time, or at least when medicated, which was in fact most of
the time. Of course, you had to.Sirocco shrugged noncommittally. "Can't say. I wouldn't worry too much about it. If you stick close to Steve and
Bret and do what they tell you, you'll come through okay." Although they couldn't claim to be campaign veterans, Colman and Hanlon were among
the few of the Mission's regulars who had seen combat, having served together as rookie privates with an American expeditionary unit that had
fought alongside the South Africans in the Transvaal in 2059, the year before they had volunteered for the Mayflower II. The experience gave them
a certain mystique-especially among the younger troops who had matured-in some cases been born and enlisted--in the course of the voyage..In its
natural condition a society was like an iceberg, eight*ninths submerged in crude ignorance and serving no useful purpose other than to elevate and
support the worthy minority whose distillation and embodiment of all that was excellent of the race conferred privilege as a fight and authority as a
duty. The calamity of 2021 had been the capsizing of an iceberg that had become top-heavy when too much~ of the stabilizing mass that belonged
at its base had tried to climb above its center of gravity. The war had been the price of allowing shopkeepers to posture as statesmen, factory
foremen as industrialists, and diploma-waving bohemians as thinkers, of equating rudimentary literacy with education and simpleminded
daydreaming with proof of spiritual worth. But while the doctrines of the New Order were curing the disease in the West, a new epidemic had
broken out on the other side of the world in the wake of the unopposed mushrooming of Asian prosperity that had come after the war. Mankind as a
whole, it seemed, would never learn..Pernak had short, jet-black hair, a broad, solid frame, and rubbery features that always fascinated lay with
their seemingly endless variety of expressions. He had lectured on physics topics several times at lay's school and had proved popular as much for
his entertainment value as for 'his grasp of the subject matter, which he always managed to make exciting with tantalizing glimpses inside black
holes, mind-bending accounts of the first few minutes of the universe, and fantastic speculation about living in twisted spacetimes with unusual
geometries. On one occasion he had introduced Feynman diagrams, which represented particles as "world lines" traversing a two-dimensional
domain, one axis representing space and the other time. Mathematically and theoretically a particle going forward in time was indistinguishable
from its antiparticle going backward in time, and Pernak had offered the staggering conjecture that there might be just one electron in the entire
universe--repeating itself over and over by going forward as an electron and backward as a positron. At least, Pernak had pointed out, it would
explain why they all had exactly the same charge and mass, which was something that nobody had ever been able to come up with a better reason
for.."Twenty?".and unreliable wits, he's barely able to be poor Curtis Hammond. And yet he tries. He says, "My name's.brain several times.
Probably, if they'd done it just once more, old Sinsemilla would've developed a taste.true, all right.".don't you go on after the others. I'll catch up
later." You don't want me around?".by fit or fandango.."I can speak for them," Chaurez said. "You can ten the general that the news is
good.".Leilani wrinkled her nose, "too precious.".The loud drumming of fear with which he has lived for the past twenty-four hours has subsided to
a faint."Because she's seducing you," a voice murmured from behind him..From the freeway arose the drone of traffic, ceaseless at any hour. This
was a less romantic sound than.grace..During her short walk, the electrical service had come on again. The wall clock glowed, but it
displayed.Amused, the trucker cocks his head and says, "You yankin' my chain, young fella?".the closet contained only a cluster of unused wire
coat hangers that jangled in the influx of air when.this place must be akin to the thrill of being on an attraction-packed midway..THE CELLAR
BAR of The Two Moons had calmed down after the brief commotion that had followed the shooting, although it would be some time before the
situation returned to anything that could be called normal. Colman and Kath were standing to one side of the room with the others who had come
from upstairs, watching silently while the major commanding the SD squad took statements from the Chironians who had been present. The other
Chironians were sitting or standing around the room and looking on or talking among themselves in low voices. They seemed to be taking the affair
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calmly enough, including the two women, both pretty and in their early twenties, and the man who had been involved directly and were now sitting
with a group of their friends under the watchful eyes of two SD guards. The body of Corporal Wilson of B Company, who had come in with
Padawski's crowd earlier, had already been taken away. In a far corner Private Ramelly, from the same platoon as Wilson, was sitting back with his
leg propped up on a chair and one side of his trousers cut open while an Army medic finished dressing and bandaging the bullet wound in his thigh.
By the center of the bar two Chironians were washing bloodstains from the floor and clearing up broken glass. Padawski was sitting sullenly with
the rest of his group behind more SDs, and Anita, looking pale and shaken, was standing a short distance apart.."Not worth screwing around with,"
Walters declared. "With three months to go we might ~just as well cut in the backup and to hell with it. Fix the thing after we get there, when the
main drive's not running. Why lose pounds sweating in trog-suits?'.While the noise was dying away, Sirocco swept his eyes around the room and
over the sixty-odd faces that had stayed to the last, and who, apart from the ten lookouts placed around the block, were all that was left of D
Company's original complement of almost a hundred. He was going to need every one of them, he knew, and even so, it would be cutting things
ridiculously thin. But as well as the misgivings that he tried not to show, he felt inwardly moved as he looked at the men who by all the accepted
norms and standards should have been among the first in the Army to have gone. But apart from the SD units, D Company's record was second to
none. It was a tribute to him personally, expressed in the only common language that meant anything to the mixture of oddballs and misfits that fate
had consigned to his charge. But Sirocco had always seen them not as misfits but as individuals, many of them talented in their own peculiar and in
some eases bizarre ways, and had accepted them for what they were, which was all they had ever really wanted. But the term misfit was a relative
one, he had come to realize. The world that had labeled them misfits was the world that had been unable to compel them to conform. Chiron was a
world full of individualists who could never be compelled to conform and who asked only to be accepted for what they were or to be left alone.
Every man in D Company had been a Chironian long before planetfall at Alpha Centauri-many before departing Earth. The highest form of
currency that a Chironian could offer was respect, and these Chironians were paying it to him now, just by being there. Their respect meant more
than medals, citations, or promotions, and Sirocco permitted himself a brief moment of pride. For he knew full well that, whatever the outcome of
the operation ahead of them all, it would be the last time they would formally be assembled as D Company..Sirocco had already known the story,
but it would have been out of order to say anything. Stanislau's transfer to D Company had followed an investigation o~ the mysterious
disappearance from Brigade stores of tools ~and electrical spares that had subsequently appeared on sale in the Home Entertainment department of
one of the shopping mart~."Well, there's something to think about," Cromwell suggested..The others watched as he pulled the unit out, accepting
the call with a flip of his thumb, Judge Fulmire peered from the miniature screen. "Are you alone, Paul?" Fulmire asked without preamble. His
voice was clipped and terse..interest in her drink when the siren grows as loud as an air-raid warning in the immediate wake of the."And I am on
early duty tomorrow," Colman said. He grinned again, and she smiled back impishly, "So why are we still here?' they asked together..CHAPTER
SIX.Jay sighed again. "I guess not. Let's go. It's one stop along the maglev line.".way and places a hand on his chest. "Whoa there, son, what's the'
matter, where you going?".not being the boss of her.".Fallows couldn't quite swallow the words that were being put in his mouth. He'd actually
invited the fellow home several times to talk engineering. Colman had some fascinating ideas. He frowned and shook his head before he could stop
himself. "Well, he seemed to have a surprising grasp of a broad base of fundamentals. He was with the Army Engineering Corps up until about a
year ago, so he has a strong practical grounding. And he's studied extensively since we left Earth. I do--I did get the impression that perhaps he
might be worth some consideration. But of course that's just an opinion."."I need more than a few right now. How much did your Navigator cost?"
Noah asked..She took a sip. It was smooth, warm, and mellowing. "It's excellent," she replied..and holding Celia's handkerchief to her face with the
other. The grieving widow paused to look around the room, nodded once to the matron, and moved toward the door. They crossed the lounge and
waited while the guard retrieved the luggage, and then the three of them rejoined the two guards outside the suite door. The party then reformed
and began descending the stairs. -."I'm not sure Lukipela's dad and mine are the same. Sinsemilla's never said. She might not know
herself..use.."An afterlife without Hell," Aunt Gen explained, "would be as polluted and unendurable as a world.extraterrestrials.".The Chironians
traded in respect, Colman was beginning to understand as he listened to the talk around him. They respected knowledge and expertise in every
form, and they showed it. Perhaps, he thought to himself, that was bow the first generation had sought to compete and to attain identity in their
machine-managed environment, where such things as parental status, social standing, wealth, and heritage had had no meaning. And they had
preserved that ever since in the way their culture had evolved..combing this part of the West in close coordination with the cowboys, then these FBI
agents must also.she'd not been so confused and sad.."The scabby little pervert can't even afford a real car.".She wasn't sure whether she should be
relieved or anxious when her mother called out to her in a fruity.She threw off Micky's hand and scooted backward in the grass. A last sob clogged
her throat, and.OUTSIDE DAWN WAS creeping into the sky as Stanislau sat before a portable communications panel in one corner of the mess
hall of the Omar Bradley Block, frowning at the mnemonics appearing on the screen and returning coded commands with intermittent movements
of his fingers. Sirocco was watching from below the platform that he had been using for the briefing, while the rest of I) Company, many of them
in flak vests and fatigue pants, sat talking in groups or just waiting among the rows of seats scattered untidily to face the platform. The doors and
approaches to the building were all covered by lookouts, so there was no risk of surprise interruptions.."Stop," Micky said, dismayed to hear the
word come out with a harsh edge. Then more softly: "Just.but feminine in a frilly post-Victorian sense, and Micky imagined that it had been packed
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away in.and utility poles, carrying electric and telephone wires, seem to march like soldiers toward a battleground.bottle on the dresser..avoid being
seen..Listening as though to the voice of another, Micky was surprised to hear herself speaking of these things.."You're a master of the gracious
compliment," Micky said..Micky put the sweating glass of vodka on a cork coaster that protected the nightstand. "She valued her.spread would
allow, just as she'd left it. Her few personal items hadn't been disturbed. The Sinsemilla.front of the motel..A little moonlight nevertheless would be
welcome. Rising out of the distant mountains, great wings of.spadefuls of raw earth cast into his eternally surprise-filled eyes, into his small mouth
open in a last cry for."Some things were said tonight, some other things suggested." "I wish you'd never heard them.".what the coroner will certify
as the cause of his death..Pernak shrugged. "Just let the system die naturally.".The dog goes straight for the shorts. No bark, no growl, no warning,
in fact no evident animosity: Almost.Micky closed her eyes against the sight of her aunt's perfect and unconditional love, which brought her
to.Quickly glancing around as he moves, he notices only a few children here and there, all with their.Burt is spluttering again, half choking, even
though his throat was clear a moment ago, and his."I knew you were suicidal."."Major Lesley calling from the nose, sir-".plastic, leather straps, and
elastic belts. Leilani liked to believe that this contraption had a nicely ominous,.cup, Micky didn't mind the edge that the brew acquired. In fact,
Leilani's story stirred in Micky a long.an uncharacteristic despair that even candlelight was sufficiently bright to reveal..She'd seen the pajamas on
the recent tour through the saucer sites of New Mexico, and it had seemed.Just then Jerry Pernak came around a comer accompanied by his fianc?,
Eve Verritty, and two more Chironians. A cart was following them with a few odds and ends inside. He gaped at Bernard and Jay in surprise, then
grinned. "Hey! So Jay dragged you out to see the sights, eh? Hello, Jay. Started making friends already?" Introductions were exchanged with smiles
and handshakes. The two new Chironians were Sal, a short, curly-headed blonde who pursued research in physics at a university not far from
Franklin, and Abdul, a carpenter and also one of the Founders, who lived in a more secluded area inland and looked Eskimo. Abdul's grandson, he
informed them proudly, had hand-carved the original designs from which the programs for producing the interior wood fittings used at Cordova
Village had been encoded. He was delighted when Bemard praised their quality and promised to tell his grandson what the Terran had said..Jay
glanced at Colman, then looked at Bernard. A new light was creeping into Bernard's eyes as the implications of what Kath had said began to sink
in. Jay hesitated, then decided that his father was in the fight mood. "You know, this is a bit of a risky place, Dad," he said in an ominous voice.
"People getting shot all over the place and stuff like that. I could run into all kinds of trouble on my own. I'm sure you'd feel a lot happier ff I had
some professional protection.".plains states were unknown here in southern California, but summer heat made these blighted streets.door. If they
had been genuine riders of the purple sage instead of computer-networking specialists or.But they were less forthcoming about details of their
administrative system, which had evidently departed far from the well-ordered pattern laid down in the guidelines they were supposed to have
followed. The guidelines had specified electoral procedures to be adopted when the first generation attained puberty. The intention had been not so
much to establish an active decision-making process there and then--the computers were quite capable of handling the things that mattered but to
instill at an early age the notion of representative government and the principle of a ruling elite, thus laying the psychological foundations for a
functioning social order that could easily be absorbed intact into the approved scheme of things at some later date. From what little the Chironians
had said, it seemed that the early generations had ignored the guidelines completely and possessed no governing system worth talking about at all,
which was absurd since they appeared to be managing a thriving and technically advanced society and to be doing so, if the truth were admitted,
fairly effectively. In other words, they had to be covering a lot of things up..Before one of them comes back here to take a leak, Curtis opens the
last door and steps into more.Angry murmurs were heard from the Terran civilians.."What's this?" she asked..back in time by an evil machine
intelligence to track down and destroy the mother of its most effective.In fact, he has no idea where he's going. He's not familiar with this land.
Civilization might lie within."Oh, just make it a shot of amaretto," Micky relented, and on the etto, Leilani quietly said, "Milk.".sight of them
reminds the boy how much time has passed since he ate a cold cheeseburger in the.Fulmire wasn't sure what he thought Lechat could do, but
instinctively he identified Lechat with the silent majority who, as usual, were immersed in the business of day-today living while the more
vociferous fringe elements argued and shaped the collective destiny. The banking and financial fraternity was solemnly predicting chaos over land
tenure in years to come and wanted the government to assume responsibility for a proper survey of unused lands, to be parceled out under approved
deeds of title and offered against a workable system of mortgages, which they magnanimously volunteered to finance. The manufacturing and
materials-industry lobbies agreed with the bankers that a monetary system would have to be imposed to check the "reckless profligacy of
inefficiency and waste" and to promote "fair and honest" competition; they disagreed with bankers over the mortgage issue, however, claiming that
development lad on Chiron had already been deemed up for grabs "by virtue of natural precedent"; they disagreed with each other about prices and
tariffs, the manufacturers pushing for deregulation of cheap (i.e., free) Chironian raw materials and for protection on consumer prices, and the
commodity suppliers wanting things the other way around. The educational and medical professions were anxious to discharge their obligations to
teach the Chironians when they were well and treat them when they were not, but were more anxious for a mechanism to raise the taxes for funding
them, while the legal profession pressed for a properly constituted judicial system as a first move, ostensibly to facilitate collecting the tees. The
other groups went along with the taxes as long as each secured better breaks than the others, except the religious leaden, who didn't care since they
would be exempt anyway. But they clashed with the teachers over a move to place minister in the schools in order to "strangle at its roots the evil
and decay which is loose upon this planet," with the doctors over whether the causes were cultural or spiritual, with the lawyer over the issue of
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making the Chironian practice of serial, and at times parallel, polygamy and polyandry illegal, and with everybody over the question of
"emergency" subsidies for erecting churches. And so it went..spell has been cast upon him. Were he a genuine starship captain, his crew might fall
prey to brain-eating."Healing technology," Leilani corrected. "An alien species, having mastered interstellar travel and the.if . . .".cast loose stones
that rattle like dice into the darkness.."What?" Bobby asked, genuinely surprised by the insult, even though his index finger was still wedged
in."And we like you, sweetheart," Geneva assured her..This was about Leilani Klonk, not about Michelina Bellsong. Leilani was only nine, and in
spite of what.accelerator had been pressed to the floorboard by fear, rather than by drugs, also by anger, but this.Nevertheless, Micky dreaded
returning to Geneva's kitchen, where the girl waited. If Sinsemilla in all her.No rational person would suppose that a ten-year-old boy would roam
the interstate, waiting for a."I might just do that," Fallows said, nodding slowly. "Yeah .... I could use being out and about for a few hours. Thanks
for the tip.".straight in the air, and Leilani goes yikes! just about straight in the air herself, and then she's makin' for the
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