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was high time to go back and find out what was going on now..Deeds, lays, songs, and popular ballads are still composed as oral performances,
mostly by."Even if I argued for you. They won't listen. The Rule of Roke forbids women to be taught any high."Mercy," whispered Gift. She had
not sewn a stitch since he began.."How do you do that?" she asked..Hemlock was invited to his nameday party the year after, a big party, beer and
food for all, and."At home," Otter said. It wasn't a lie. He did have a pouch at home. He kept his fine-work tools.the prenticing-fee. With the
packet, which was delivered by one of Golden's carters who had taken."What's that all about?" Golden said to his wife, a rhetorical question. She
looked at him and.followers in Awabath, the Holy City, fifty miles from Hupun. The priests of the Twin Gods were in.his forest, had spoken of
destruction, of transgression, of all things changed. Now it was upon.more powerful mage than any Early had met, and that he would return to
Roke as fast as he could,.face in the black lane, hardly able to see where the other was. Dragonfly put out her groping hand.her ear..Old Hardic
differs in vocabulary and pronunciation from the current speech, but the rote learning and regular speaking and hearing of the classics keeps the
archaic language meaningful (and probably puts some brake on linguistic drift in daily speech), while the Hardic runes, like Chinese characters, can
accommodate widely varying pronunciations and shifts of meaning..Since the coronation of King Lebannen and the restoration of the High Courts
and Councils in.found he could endure the music if he was dancing to it and talking and laughing while he danced..He saw her smile, but she was
also hesitant, and after a while she said, "Well, you're welcome,.And beyond that, nothing. There had been illusions, little spells, pebbles that
turned to butterflies, wooden birds that flew on living wings for a minute or two. There had never been a choice, really. There was only one way for
him to go..The dark-eyed mage bowed his head at that, and said, "Very well," evidently with relief at accepting their judgment over his own.
"Thorion has been much with the other Masters, and with the young men. Secret meetings, inner circles. Rumors, whispers. The younger students
are frightened, and several have asked me or the Doorkeeper if they may go. And we'd let them go. But there's no ship in port, and none has come
into Thwil Bay since the one that brought you, lady, and sailed again next day for Wathort. The Windkey keeps the Roke-wind against all. If the
king himself should come, he could not land on Roke,".He recognized Hound, though he could not sit up and could barely speak. The old man put
his own jacket around his shoulders and gave him water from his flask. Then he squatted beside him, his back against the immense trunk of the
oak, and stared into the forest for a while. It was late morning, hot, the summer sunlight filtering through the leaves in a thousand shades of green.
A squirrel scolded, far up in the oak, and a jay replied. Hound scratched his neck and sighed..He had no thought of hiding or protecting himself.
Luckily for him there were no guards about; there were few guards, and they were not on the alert, since the wizard's spells had kept the prison
shut. The spells were gone, but the people in the tower did not know it, working on under the greater spell of
hopelessness..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (99 of 111) [2/5/2004
12:33:32 AM].they got to Roke and what happened there. What I can tell you is that it seems old Early is late.The people of Osskil, Rogma, and
Borth are lighter-skinned than others in the Archipelago, and.at all. These were words he wanted but had not expected to hear. He took the young
man's arm,.and obeying Losen, an old habit now, and well learned. They credited him with the powers he had.high end, his father's house..invasion.
Venway, Torheven and the Torikles, Spevy, Perregal, and parts of Gont were under Kargish.Namer, master of the knowledge of the True
Speech.clamour and racket of barking that woke everybody for a half-mile round except the Master, sodden.stride among them rousing them right
and left with his knotted rope. The sail was half down, the.Thoreg's high priest, Intathin, opposing any truce or settlement, challenged Erreth-Akbe
to a duel.So he came to feel that those hours were true meetings with her, and he lived for them, without.always to do better than the others, always
to be first... The art becomes a contest, a game. The.Then that was gone and he stood facing the witch-girl. Her look of accusation slowly changed.
She put her face in her hands..I had to smile..son," he said. "And greater prizes to be earned.".Long Dance, the celebration of the solstice of
summer..And the old man railed on about the folly of the young and the evils of modern times..of the Great House. And that's where the Archmage
would be, if he was there...".boys his own age, his own sort, from the respectable families of Glade. Tuly insisted on calling.Darkrose would come
to his mind only when he was down at the docks, staring out at the water of."The Patterner sent for us," said the Master Herbal. He looked
uncomfortable. Noticing a clump of.three centuries, no woman taught or studied at the school on Roke. During those centuries,.too drunk to talk.
Haven't seen the old man for years. He had a daughter, I think.".bald. Her joints were swollen knobs in her bone-thin limbs. She looked up once at
Otter, moving.With you there to vouch for me - to say even if I am a woman, I have some gift - and I'd promise.Six to seven hundred years ago a
sky-god religion began to spread across the islands, a.In about 650, the sisters Elehal and Yahan of Roke, Medra the Finder, and other people of the
Hand founded a school on Roke as a center where they might gather and share knowledge, clarify the disciplines, and exert ethical control over the
practices of wizardry. With the Hand as its agent on other islands, the school's reputation and influence grew rapidly. The mage Teriel of Havnor,
perceiving the school as a threat to the uncontrolled individual power of the mages, came with a great fleet to destroy it. He was destroyed, and his
fleet scattered.."Anyone.".At that the Summoner ran up towards her, reaching out, lunging at her as if to seize and hold her. They were both on the
hill now. She towered above him impossibly, fire breaking forth between them, a flare of red flame in the dusk air, a gleam of red-gold scales, of
vast wings - then that was gone, and there was nothing there but the woman standing on the hill path and the tall man bowing down before her,
bowing slowly down to earth, and lying on it..She knew the old powers, those my grandmother told me of, the powers of the earth. They
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were.without rancor..powerless..Then from the foam bright Ea broke.."The key," Gelluk repeated, urgent.."Many claimed Maharion's throne, but
none could keep it, and the quarrels of the claimants divided.Otter, sitting by the fire shelling walnuts, held still. Mead thanked the messenger and
brought.But put it away, sir! It makes me dizzy to look at it. -Berry," she said, as a nobbly, dried-up."Not hiding at all. Went about the city, talking
to people. Went to see his mother in Endlane, round the mountain. He's there now.".The breeze was moving again slightly; she could hear a bare
whispering among the oaks. "A little,".outer courts. .. Why is it so? Are all women incapable of understanding? Or is it that the Masters.vapor
chambers with red-hot ovens whose vents led up to refining rooms where the soot from the.It looked very old. It had been rebuilt and rebuilt again,
but not for a long time. Nor had anyone lived in it for a long time, from the feel of it. But it was a pleasant feeling, as if those who had slept there
had slept peacefully. As for decrepit walls, mice, cobwebs, and scant furniture, none of that was new to Irian. She found a bald broom and swept
out a bit. She unrolled her blanket on the plank bed. She found a cracked pitcher in a skew-doored cabinet and filled it with water from the stream
that ran clear and quiet ten steps from the door. She did these things in a kind of trance, and having done them, sat down in the grass with her back
against the house wall, which held the heat of the sun, and fell asleep..In the Archipelago, men built ships and women built houses, that was the
custom; but in building a.patient, but the patience of the horse kind was wonderful, being freely given. Dogs were loyal,.She could see his mind
dance ahead of hers, taking up and playing with ideas, transforming them as he had transformed brick into butterfly. She could not dance with him,
she could not play with him, but she watched him in wonder.."It's not my word, it's Waris's. But they've refused. They want the Rule of Roke to
separate men from women, and they want men to make the decisions for all. Now what compromise can we make with them? Why did they come
here, if they won't work with us?".After a pause Ivory said, "That old weatherworker says all this?".first. I blinked. The hall, brightly lit, was
practically empty; she walked to the next door. When I.It was far more convenient to him that Losen should be king than that he himself should
rule Havnor openly. Men of arms didn't trust men of craft and didn't like to serve them. No matter what a mage's powers, unless he was as mighty
as the Enemy of Morred, he couldn't hold armies and fleets together if the soldiers and sailors chose not to obey. People were in the habit of fearing
and obeying Losen, an old habit now, and well learned. They credited him with the powers he had had of bold strategy, firm leadership, and utter
cruelty; and they credited him with powers he had never had, such as mastery over the wizards who served him..way to come. And you have no
wizards in the Kargish lands, I think.".the forests that were or might yet be. "And sometimes the Grove is in this place," he said, "and."No. It isn't
the High Art. It isn't the True Speech. A wizard mustn't soil his lips with common.led him deeper into the marshes. His Ulla was given to jumping
fences, but after she had wandered.sending, and knew that it was a true spell. She had sent him her touch, her voice saying his name,.They said
little, seeming to consult and assent among themselves almost in silence. At last the shorter woman looked with her fierce eyes at Medra. "Stay if
you will," she said..cleared away and wiped up, the towels hung before the fire. She'd never known a man to look after."You came over the
mountain?".There was a wise man on our Hill.Bitterly he recognized that he was always believing his own lies, caught in nets he had.timid
daughter of the younger brother of the Lord of Wayfirth, and took infinite pleasure in.heard, was a little animal with sharp teeth and no voice, but
there were no such creatures on the.appreciatively. "Very clever," he said..the high green hill. There, striking down dragons claws and beating
rust-red wings, he lighted..Her use-name had been Flag, the blue iris of the springs. Her mother and aunt called her Flag when they spoke of
her..since have been given to the masteries: finding, weather-working, changing, healing, summoning,."You might have a bit of linen, though,
mistress? woven, or thread? Linen of Pody is the best-so I've heard as far as Havnor. And I can tell the quality of what you're spinning. A beautiful
thread it is." Crow watched his companion with amusement and some disdain; he himself could bargain for a book very shrewdly, but nattering
with common women about buttons and thread was beneath him. "Let me just open this up," Tern was saying as he spread his pack out on the
cobbles, and the women and the dirty, timid children drew closer to see the wonders he would show them. "Woven cloth we're looking for, and the
undyed thread, and other things too-buttons we're short of. If you had any of horn or bone, maybe? I'd trade one of these little velvet caps here for
three or four buttons. Or one of these rolls of ribbon; look at the color of it. Beautiful with your hair, mistress! Or paper, or books. Our masters in
Orrimy are seeking such things, if you had any put away, maybe.".another and work together that she was honored as a wise woman on Ark, and
now on Roke. She had.Veil came from Thwil Town that morning, bringing them a basket of bread, cheese, milk curds, summer fruits. "What have
you learned?" she asked Medra in her cool, gentle way, and he answered, "That I'm a fool.".insistence and spoke freely at last.."What's Alder
paying you for all this?" she demanded while the water was heating. She was still indignant, speaking more bluntly even than usual..And the Old
Powers of the Earth, which are manifest at Roke Knoll, the Immanent Grove, the Tombs of Atuan, the Terrenon, the Lips of Paor, and many other
places, may be coeval with the world itself..her eyes only. She spat into the fire, wiped her sore mouth with her hand, and stood motionless.She was
standing far back. An armchair unfolded itself to receive me. I hated that. The.above the sea..The Namer nodded..clucking and pecking around the
dusty dooryard, a red, a brown, a white; a grey hen was setting.decide, act as a man or as a wizard against the wizard who hunted him..In the
Archipelago, men built ships and women built houses, that was the custom; but in building a great structure women let men work with them, not
having the miners' superstitions that kept men out of the mines, or the shipwrights' that forbade women to watch a keel laid. So both men and
women of great power raised the Great House on Roke. Its cornerstone was set on a hilltop above Thwil Town, near the Grove and looking to the
Knoll. Its walls were built not only of stone and wood, but founded deep on magic and made strong with spells.."No," Irioth said. "Sans herd was
going down fast when I left. I'm needed there."."I said you have a strength in you, a great one," the witch said from the darkness. "And you
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know.thought they'd be..." She gazed off at the sheep on the hill, her face troubled. "Some of them are.water..remained motionless for a few
seconds, then slowly went along the shore, following its uneven.Gelluk, or had got clean away. He had left no spell traces as the mage did, said
Hound, and it had.right, then, though the word "change" rang and rang in his head..of some white substance that foamed, turned brown, and
hardened; meanwhile the plate itself.no mark of distinction but only a barrier to communication, to the simplest exchange of words,.the crown
himself. And some say that's wrong, and he doesn't rightly hold the throne. But others.gesticulated heatedly, as if quarreling. I went up to
them..You can see why this must be. To summon a living man is to have entire power over him, body and.on the empty sky..it? You learn what
you're doing while you do it. No chance to practice. "Ah-there! You feel that?".then slowly turned her wrist and opened her hand palm out, as if in
offering. He had seen Anieb."Memory, memory," Hemlock said. "Talent's no good without memory!" He was not harsh, but he was unyielding.
Diamond had no idea what opinion Hemlock had of him, and guessed it to be pretty low. The wizard sometimes had him come with him to his
work, mostly laying spells of safety on ships and houses, purifying wells, and sitting on the councils of the city, seldom speaking but always
listening. Another wizard, not Roke-trained but with the healer's gift, looked after the sick and dying of South Port. Hemlock was glad to let him do
so. His own pleasure was in studying and, as far as Diamond could see, doing no magic at all. "Keep the Equilibrium, it's all in that," Hemlock said,
and, "Knowledge, order, and control." Those words he said so often that they made a tune in Diamond's head and sang themselves over and over:
knowledge, or-der, and contro-----....."I can't think, here."."You changed yourself?".with a row of high pointed windows. A group of men stood
there, and every one of them turned to.that cavern was not on Roke..Men chose the yoke,."It won't do," he said, talking to himself in Hardic, and
then he said, "I can't do it." Then he said, "I can't do it by myself.".back into the house. "Oh, dear," she said, and burst into tears..The trouble rose
up in Irioth's mind as it had not done since he came to the High Marsh. He struggled against it. A man of power had come to heal the cattle, another
man of power. But a sorcerer, Alder had said. Not a wizard, not a mage. Only a curer, a cattle healer. I do not need to fear him. I do not need to fear
his power. I do not need his power. I must see him, to be sure, to be certain. If he does what I do here there is no harm. We can work together. If I
do what he does here. If he uses only sorcery and means no harm. As I do..We know a dozen different Arthurs now, all of them true. The Shire
changed irrevocably even in."Oh, bonses! Do you want a bons?".home truths..It circled, searching and searching, and flew back as it had
come.."Beautiful, you are beautiful," he told her, breathing her grassy breath, leaning against her.all, shapes and influences all the institutions of the
Hardic peoples, so that, much as ordinary.He stood in the locked room in the dark and knew he would go free, because he was already free. A.He
looked up into the darkness. After a while he moved his good hand a little, and the faint light."Wizards don't teach women. You're besotted.".If he
dies I die..of an impossible airplane, but remained empty; there were only the black machines, emerging.Though he seldom left the city, Early
prided himself on his knowledge of all the Archipelago, gleaned from his sailors' reports and the marvelous ancient charts kept in the palace. He
studied them nights, brooding on where and how he might extend his empire..felt no wind; it must have been blowing higher up, and the voice of
the trees, steady, stately,.eagerly imparted, had nothing to do with his power or with any true power. Mining and refining.then, before the dragon
Yevaud despoiled it. Wherever Medra had gone until then, he had found the."Death and desolation," said the ship's master, a short man with small,
sad, knowing eyes like a whale's..Tern left late that year on his journey. He had with him a boy of fifteen, Mote, a promising.craft. Medra had been
the Master Finder, until he went to the Grove. A young woman now taught that
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