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DE LA PASSION DU JEU DEPUIS LES TEMPS ANCIENS JUSQUS NOS JOURS
66. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Er Reshid and Zubeideh dclii.? ? ? ? ? Full many a man incited me to infidelity, But I refused, for all the talk
wherewith they set on me..Cashghar, Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of, ii. 195..Now the late king had left a wife and a daughter, and the
people would fain have married the latter to the new king, to the intent that the kingship might not pass out of the old royal family. So they
proposed to him that he should take her to wife, and he promised them this, but put them off from him, (64) of his respect for the covenant he had
made with his former wife, to wit, that he would take none other to wife than herself. Then he betook himself to fasting by day and standing up by
night [to pray], giving alms galore and beseeching God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) to reunite him with his children and his
wife, the daughter of his father's brother..Behold, I am clad in a robe of leaves green, ii. 242..When he had made an end of his speech, his wife
came forward forthright and told her story, from first to last, how her mother bought him from the cook's partner and the people of the kingdom
came under his rule; nor did she leave telling till she came, in her story, to that city [and acquainted the queen with the manner of her falling in with
her lost husband]. When she had made an end of her story, the cook exclaimed, 'Alack, what impudent liars there be! By Allah, O king, this woman
lieth against me, for this youth is my rearling (75) and he was born of one of my slave-girls. He fled from me and I found him again..When the
merchants saw him, they accosted him and said, "O youth, wilt thou not open thy shop?" As they were bespeaking him, up came a woman, having
with her a boy, bareheaded, and [stood] looking at El Abbas, till he turned to her, when she said to him, "O youth, I conjure thee by Allah, look at
this boy and have pity on him, for that his father hath forgotten his cap in the shop [he lost to thee]; so if thou will well to give it to him, thy reward
be with God! For indeed the child maketh our hearts ache with his much weeping, and God be witness for us that, were there left us aught
wherewithal to buy him a cap in its stead, we had not sought it of thee." "O adornment of womankind," replied El Abbas, "indeed, thou bespeakest
me with thy fair speech and supplicatest me with thy goodly words ...But bring me thy husband." So she went and fetched the merchant, whilst the
folk assembled to see what El Abbas would do. When the man came, he returned him the gold he had won of him, all and part, and delivered him
the keys of the shop, saying, "Requite us with thy pious prayers."Therewithal the woman came up to him and kissed his feet, and on like wise did
the merchant her husband; and all who were present blessed him, and there was no talk but of El Abbas..Selim followed him till he brought him to
an underground chamber and showed him somewhat of wine that was to his mind. So he occupied him with looking upon it and taking him at
unawares, sprang upon him from behind and cast him to the earth and sat upon his breast. Then he drew a knife and set it to his jugular; whereupon
there betided Selim [that wherewithal] God made him forget all that He had decreed [unto him], (72) and he said to the cook, 'Why dost thou this
thing, O man? Be mindful of God the Most High and fear Him. Seest thou not that I am a stranger? And indeed [I have left] behind me a
defenceless woman. Why wilt thou slay me?' Quoth the cook, 'Needs must I slay thee, so I may take thy good.' And Selim said, 'Take my good, but
slay me not, neither enter into sin against me; and do with me kindness, for that the taking of my money is lighter (73) than the taking of my life.'.?
? ? ? ? Whose streams beneath the myrtle's shade and cassia's welled amain And birds made carol jubilant from every blossomed spray..? ? ? ? ?
Yet thou repaidst me with constraint, rigour and perfidy, To which no lover might himself on any wise resign..So Ishac returned to the slave-dealer
and said to him, 'Harkye, Gaffer Said!*' 'At thy service, O my lord,' answered the old man; and Ishac said, 'In the corridor is a cell and therein a
damsel pale of colour. What is her price in money and how much dost thou ask for her?, Quoth the slave-dealer, 'She whom thou mentionest is
called Tuhfet el Hemca.' (174) 'What is the meaning of El Hemca?' asked Ishac, and the old man replied, 'Her price hath been paid down an
hundred times and she still saith, "Show me him who desireth to buy me;" and when I show her to him, she saith, "This fellow is not to my liking;
he hath in him such and such a default." And in every one who would fain buy her she allegeth some default or other, so that none careth now to
buy her and none seeketh her, for fear lest she discover some default in him.' Quoth Ishac, 'She seeketh presently to sell herself; so go thou to her
and enquire of her and see her price and send her to the palace.' 'O my lord,' answered Said, 'her price is an hundred dinars, though, were she whole
of this paleness that is upon her face, she would be worth a thousand; but folly and pallor have diminished her value; and behold, I will go to her
and consult her of this.' So he betook himself to her, and said to her, 'Wilt thou be sold to Ishac ben Ibrahim el Mausili?' 'Yes,' answered she, and he
said, 'Leave frowardness, (175) for to whom doth it happen to be in the house of Ishac the boon-companion?' (176).On this wise he abode a space
of days, after which he made himself at home in the land and took to himself comrades and got him friends galore, with whom he addressed
himself to diversion and good cheer. Moreover, he went a-pleasuring with his friends and their hearts were solaced [by his company] and he
entertained them with stories and civilities (161) and diverted them with pleasant verses and told them abundance of histories and anecdotes.
Presently, the report of him reached King Jemhour, lord of Cashghar of Hind, and great was his desire [for his company]. So he went in quest of
him and Abdallah repaired to his court and going in to him, kissed the earth before him. Jemhour welcomed him and entreated him with kindness
and bade commit him to the guest-house, where he abode three days, at the end of which time the king sent [to him] a chamberlain of his
chamberlains and let bring him to his presence. When he came before him, he greeted him [with the usual compliment], and the interpreter accosted
him, saying, "King Jemhour hath heard of thy report, that thou art a goodly boon-companion and an eloquent story-teller, and he would have thee
company with him by night and entertain him with that which thou knowest of anecdotes and pleasant stories and verses." And he made answer
with "Hearkening and obedience.".Therewithal the damsel rose briskly and putting off her clothes, washed and donned sumptuous apparel and
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perfumed herself and went out to him, as she were a willow-wand or a bamboo-cane, followed by a black slave girl, bearing the lute. When she
came to the young man, she saluted him and sat down by his side. Then she took the lute from the slave-girl and tuning it, smote thereon in
four-and-twenty modes, after which she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Rail not at the vicissitudes of Fate, For
Fortune still spites those who her berate..Then they returned to Dinarzad and displayed her in the fifth dress and in the sixth, which was green.
Indeed, she overpassed with her loveliness the fair of the four quarters of the world and outshone, with the brightness of her countenance, the full
moon at its rising; for she was even as saith of her the poet in the following verses:.The fuller gave not over sleeping till sunrise, when he awoke
and finding himself in this plight, misdoubted of his affair and imagined that he was a Turk and abode putting one foot forward and drawing the
other back. Then said he in himself, 'I will go to my dwelling, and if my wife know me, then am I Ahmed the fuller; but, if she know me not, I am a
Turk.' So he betook himself to his house; but when the artful baggage his wife saw him, she cried out in his face, saying, 'Whither away, O trooper?
Wilt thou break into the house of Ahmed the fuller, and he a man of repute, having a brother-in-law a Turk, a man of high standing with the Sultan?
An thou depart not, I will acquaint my husband and he will requite thee thy deed.'.? ? ? ? ? Yea, and how slaves and steeds and good and virgin
girls Were proffered thee to gift, thou hast not failed to cite,.? ? ? ? ? e. The Story of the Portress xviii.When Aamir heard his lord's verses, he knew
that he was a slave of love [and that she of whom he was enamoured abode] in Baghdad. Then they fared on night and day, traversing plains and
stony wastes, till they came in sight of Baghdad and lighted down in its suburbs (66) and lay the night there. When they arose in the morning, they
removed to the bank of the Tigris and there they encamped and sojourned three days..Then they displayed Shehrzad in the third dress and the fourth
and the fifth, and she became as she were a willow-wand or a thirsting gazelle, goodly of grace and perfect of attributes, even as saith of her one in
the following verses:.How long shall I thus question my heart that's drowned in woe? iii. 42..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth
Brother xxxii.? ? ? ? ? Tell me, was ever yet a mortal spared of thee?.Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was moved to delight and said, 'Well done, O
Tuhfeh! Let me have more of thy singing.' So she smote the lute and changing the mode, improvised the following verses on the
moss-rose:.Women's Craft, ii. 287..Twere better and meeter thy presence to leave, For, if the eye see not, the heart doth not grieve.'.Mariyeh folded
the letter and gave it to Shefikeh, bidding her carry it to El Abbas. So she took it and going with it to his door, would have entered; but the
chamberlains and serving-men forbade her, till they had gotten her leave from the prince. When she went in to him, she found him sitting in the
midst of the five damsels aforesaid, whom his father had brought him. So she gave him the letter and he took it and read it. Then he bade one of the
damsels, whose name was Khefifeh and who came from the land of China, tune her lute and sing upon the subject of separation. So she came
forward and tuning the lute, played thereon in four-and-twenty modes; after which she returned to the first mode and sang the following
verses:.When the evening evened, the king withdrew to his privy sitting-chamber and bade fetch the vizier. When he presented himself before him,
he said to him, "Tell me the story of the wealthy man who married his daughter to the poor old man." "It is well," answered the vizier. "Know, O
puissant king, that.Viziers, Story of King Dadbin and his. i. 104.."O king," answered the youth, "I hope for succour only from God, not from
created beings: if He aid me, none can avail to harm me, and if He be with me and on my side, because of the truth, who is it I shall fear, because of
falsehood? Indeed, I have made my intent with God a pure and sincere intent and have severed my expectation from the help of the creature; and
whoso seeketh help [of God] findeth of his desire that which Bekhtzeman found." Quoth the king, "Who was Bekhtzeman and what is his story?"
"O king," replied the youth,.However, after awhile, one of the women took pity on me and brought me a rag of thin stuff and cast it on me. With
this I covered my privities, and no more, and abode awhile thus. Then said I in myself, "The husbands of these women will presently gather
together on me and I shall be disgraced." So I went out by another door of the house, and young and old crowded about me, running after me and
saying, "A madman! A madman!" till I came to my house and knocked at the door; whereupon out came my wife and seeing me naked, tall,
bareheaded, cried out and ran in again, saying,"This is a madman, a Satan!" But, when she and my family knew me, they rejoiced and said to me,
"What aileth thee?" I told them that thieves had taken my clothes and stripped me and had been like to kill me; and when I told them that they
would have killed me, they praised God the Most High and gave me joy of my safety. So consider the craft of this woman and this device that she
practised upon me, for all my pretensions to sleight and quickwittedness.'.? ? ? ? ? O blamer of me for the love of him who denieth his grace,
Which be the delightsome of things, but those which the people deny?..When he heard her words, the dregs of the drunkenness wrought in him and
he imagined that he was indeed a Turk. So he went out from her and putting his hand to his sleeve, found therein a scroll and gave it to one who
read it to him. When he heard that which was written in the scroll, his mind was confirmed in the false supposition; but he said in himself, 'Maybe
my wife seeketh to put a cheat on me; so I will go to my fellows the fullers; and if they know me not, then am I for sure Khemartekeni the Turk.' So
he betook himself to the fullers and when they espied him afar off, they thought that he was one of the Turks, who used to wash their clothes with
them without payment and give them nothing..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother cxlviii.When the king heard this from the
youth, his anger subsided; so he bade restore him to the prison, and the folk dispersed that day..So saying, he put his hand to his poke and bringing
out therefrom three hundred dinars, gave them to the merchant, who said in himself, "Except I take the money, he will not abide in the house." So
he pouched the money and sold him the house, taking the folk to witness against himself of the sale. Then he arose and set food before El Abbas
and they ate of the good things which he had provided; after which he brought him dessert and sweetmeats. They ate thereof till they had enough,
when the tables were removed and they washed their hands with rose-water and willow-flower-water. Then the merchant brought El Abbas a
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napkin perfumed with the fragrant smoke of aloes-wood, on which he wiped his hand, (80) and said to him, "O my lord, the house is become thy
house; so bid thy servant transport thither the horses and arms and stuffs." El Abbas did this and the merchant rejoiced in his neighbourhood and
left him not night nor day, so that the prince said to him, "By Allah, I distract thee from thy livelihood." "God on thee, O my lord," replied the
merchant, "name not to me aught of this, or thou wilt break my heart, for the best of traffic is thy company and thou art the best of livelihood." So
there befell strait friendship between them and ceremony was laid aside from between them..When she awoke, she said to the old man, "O elder,
hast thou aught of food?" And he answered, "O my lady, I have bread and olives." Quoth she, "That is food fit but for the like of thee. As for me, I
will have nought but roast lamb and broths and fat rissoled fowls and stuffed ducks and all manner meats dressed with [pounded nuts and
almond-]kernels and sugar." "O my lady," replied the Muezzin, "I never heard of this chapter in the Koran, nor was it revealed unto our lord
Mohammed, whom God bless and keep!" (31) She laughed and said, "O elder, the matter is even as thou sayest; but bring me inkhorn and paper."
So he brought her what she sought and she wrote a letter and gave it to him, together with a seal-ring from her finger, saying, "Go into the city and
enquire for such an one the money-changer and give him this my letter.".When his father saw the strength of his determination to travel, he fell in
with his wishes and equipped him with five thousand dinars in cash and the like in merchandise and sent with him two serving-men. So the youth
set out, trusting in the blessing of God the Most High, and his father went out with him, to take leave of him, and returned [to Damascus]. As for
Noureddin Ali, he gave not over travelling days and nights till he entered the city of Baghdad and laying up his loads in the caravanserai, made for
the bath, where he did away that which was upon him of the dirt of the road and putting off his travelling clothes, donned a costly suit of Yemen
stuff, worth an hundred dinars. Then he put in his sleeve (6) a thousand mithcals (7) of gold and sallied forth a-walking and swaying gracefully as
he went. His gait confounded all those who beheld him, as he shamed the branches with his shape and belittled the rose with the redness of his
cheeks and his black eyes of Babylonian witchcraft; indeed, thou wouldst deem that whoso looked on him would surely be preserved from
calamity; [for he was] even as saith of him one of his describers in the following verses:.When the king heard this story, he renounced his purpose
of putting the vizier to death and his soul prompted him to continue him on life. So he bade him go away to his house..There was once, in the parts
of Khorassan, a man of the affluent of the country, who was a merchant of the chiefest of the merchants and was blessed with two children, a son
and a daughter. He was assiduous in rearing them and making fair their education, and they grew up and throve after the goodliest fashion. He used
to teach the boy, who taught his sister all that he learnt, so that the girl became perfect in the knowledge of the Traditions of the Prophet and in
polite letters, by means of her brother. Now the boy's name was Selim and that of the girl Selma. When they grew up and waxed, their father built
them a mansion beside his own and lodged them apart therein and appointed them slave-girls and servants to tend them and assigned unto each of
them pensions and allowances and all that they needed of high and low, meat and bread and wine and raiment and vessels and what not else. So
Selim and Selma abode in that mansion, as they were one soul in two bodies, and they used to sleep on one couch; and rooted in each one's heart
was love and affection and familiar friendship [for the other of them]..Officer's Story, The Third, ii. 137..If, in his own land, midst his folk,
abjection and despite, ii. 196..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Calender's Story xl.Presently, one of the slave-girls brought him a pair of sandals wrought
with raw silk and green silk and embroidered with red gold, and he took them and put them in his sleeve, whereat the slave cried out and said,
"Allah! Allah! O my lord, these are sandals for the treading of thy feet, so thou mayst enter the draught-house." Aboulhusn was confounded and
shaking the sandals from his sleeve, put them on his feet, whilst the Khalif [well-nigh] died of laughter at him. The slave forewent him to the house
of easance, where he entered and doing his occasion, came out into the chamber, whereupon the slave- girls brought him a basin of gold and an
ewer of silver and poured water on his hands and he made the ablution..Then said she to him, "O elder, I would fain drink." So he arose and
brought her a gugglet of water; but she said to him, "Who bade thee fetch that?" Quoth he, "Saidst thou not to me, 'I would fain drink'?" And she
answered, "I want not this; nay, I want wine, the delight of the soul, so haply, O elder, I may solace myself therewith." "God forbid," exclaimed the
old man, "that wine should be drunk in my house, and I a stranger in the land and a Muezzin and an imam, (32) who prayeth with the
true-believers, and a servant of the house of the Lord of the Worlds! "Quoth she, "Why wilt thou forbid me to drink thereof in thy house?"
"Because," answered he, "it is unlawful." "O elder," rejoined she, "God hath forbidden [the eating of] blood and carrion and hog's flesh. Tell me,
are grapes and honey lawful or unlawful?" Quoth he, "They are lawful;" and she said, "This is the juice of grapes and the water of honey." But he
answered, "Leave this thy talk, for thou shall never drink wine in my house." "O Sheikh," rejoined she, "folk eat and drink and enjoy themselves
and we are of the number of the folk and God is very forgiving, clement." (33) Quoth he, "This is a thing that may not be." And she said, "Hast
thou not heard what the poet saith ... ?" And she recited the following verses:.Then he sprang up [and going] to the place wherein was the other half
of his good, [took it] and lived with it well; and he swore that he would never again consort with those whom he knew, but would company only
with the stranger nor entertain him but one night and that, whenas it morrowed, he would never know him more. So he fell to sitting every night on
the bridge (7) and looking on every one who passed by him; and if he saw him to be a stranger, he made friends with him and carried him to his
house, where he caroused with him till the morning. Then he dismissed him and would never more salute him nor ever again drew near unto him
neither invited him..? ? ? ? ? Brother of En Numan, with thee lies an old man's anguish to allay, A graybeard slain, may God make fair his deeds
upon the Reckoning-Day!.? ? ? ? ? Reproach me not for what I did, but be thou kind to one Who's sick of body and whose heart is wasted all
away..75 El Fezl ben Rebiya (233) and the Old Bedouin dclx.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's Story xxxix.Moreover, King Shehriyar summoned
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chroniclers and copyists and bade them write all that had betided him with his wife, first and last; so they wrote this and named it "The Stories of
the Thousand Nights and One Night." The book came to (195) thirty volumes and these the king laid up in his treasury. Then the two kings abode
with their wives in all delight and solace of life, for that indeed God the Most High had changed their mourning into joyance; and on this wise they
continued till there took them the Destroyer of Delights and Sunderer of Companies, he who maketh void the dwelling-places and peopleth the
tombs, and they were translated to the mercy of God the Most High; their houses were laid waste and their palaces ruined and the kings inherited
their riches..EN NUMAN AND THE ARAB OF THE BENOU TAI. (168).159. The Man of Upper Egypt and his Frank Wife dcccxciv.?Story of
King Ibrahim and His Son..There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a king of the kings of the time, by name Shah Bekht, who
had troops and servants and guards galore and a vizier called Er Rehwan, who was wise, understanding, a man of good counsel and a cheerful
acceptor of the commandments of God the Most High, to whom belong might and majesty. The king committed to him the affairs of his kingdom
and his subjects and said according to his word, and on this wise he abode a long space of time..God keep the days of love-delight! How passing
sweet they were! ii. 96.? ? ? ? ? Deem not, O youth, that I to thee incline; indeed, no part Have I in those who walk the ways, the children of the
tent. (87).To return to the queen his wife. When the Magian fled with her, he proffered himself to her and lavished unto her wealth galore, but she
rejected his suit and was like to slay herself for chagrin at that which had befallen and for grief for her separation from her husband. Moreover, she
refused meat and drink and offered to cast herself into the sea; but the Magian shackled her and straitened her and clad her in a gown of wool and
said to her, 'I will continue thee in misery and abjection till thou obey me and consent to my wishes.' So she took patience and looked for God to
deliver her from the hand of that accursed one; and she ceased not to travel with him from place to place till he came with her to the city wherein
her husband was king and his goods were put under seal..? ? ? ? ? Unto its pristine lustre your land returned and more, Whenas ye came, dispelling
the gloom that whiles it wore..113. The Angel of Death with the Proud King and the Devout Man cccclxii.Ishac stared at her and seizing her hand,
said to her, 'Know that I am bound by an oath that, when the singing of a damsel pleaseth me, she shall not make an end of her song but before the
Commander of the Faithful. But now tell me, how came it that thou abodest with the slave-dealer five months and wast not sold to any, and thou of
this skill, more by token that the price set on thee was no great matter?'.? ? ? ? ? God keep the days of love-delight! How passing sweet they were!
How joyous and how solaceful was life in them whilere!.? ? ? ? ? The earth is my birth-place, indeed; but my place Of abidance is still in the
cheeks of the fair..? ? ? ? ? The herald of good news my hearing shall delight,.One day, a day of excessive heat, as I stood at the door of my house,
I saw a fair woman approaching, and with her a slave-girl carrying a parcel. They gave not over going till they came up to me, when the woman
stopped and said to me, 'Hast thou a draught of water?' 'Yes,' answered I. 'Enter the vestibule, O my lady, so thou mayst drink.' Accordingly, she
entered and I went up into the house and fetched two mugs of earthenware, perfumed with musk (175) and full of cold water. She took one of them
and discovered her face, [that she might drink]; whereupon I saw that she was as the shining sun or the rising moon and said to her, 'O my lady,
wilt thou not come up into the house, so thou mayst rest thyself till the air grow cool and after go away to thine own place?' Quoth she, 'Is there
none with thee?' 'Indeed,' answered I, 'I am a [stranger] and a bachelor and have none belonging to me, nor is there a living soul in the house.' And
she said, 'An thou be a stranger, thou art he in quest of whom I was going about.'.Now the king had a son, a pleasant child, called the Amir
Mohammed, who was comely of youth and sweet of speech; he had read in books and studied histories and above all things in the world he loved
the telling and hearing of verses and stories and anecdotes. He was dear to his father King Jemhour, for that he had none other son than he on life,
and indeed he had reared him in the lap of fondness and he was gifted with the utterest of beauty and grace and brightness and perfection.
Moreover, he had learnt to play upon the lute and upon all manner instruments of music and he was used to [carouse and] company with friends
and brethren. Now it was of his wont that, when the king rose to go to his sleeping-chamber, he would sit in his place and seek of me that I should
entertain him with stories and verses and pleasant anecdotes; and on this wise I abode with them a great while in all cheer and delight, and the
prince still loved me with an exceeding great love and entreated me with the utmost kindness..The Twenty-Seventh Night of the Month.When the
morning morrowed, they found themselves reduced to a fourth part of their number and there was not one of them had dismounted from his horse.
So they made sure of destruction and Hudheifeh came out between the ranks (now he was reckoned for a thousand cavaliers) and cried out, saying,
"Harkye, my masters of Baghdad! Let none come forth to me but your Amir, so I may talk with him and he with me; and he shall meet me in single
combat and I will meet him, and may he who is void of offence come off safe!" Then he repeated his speech and said, "Why do I not hear your
Amir return me an answer?" But Saad, the amir of the army of Baghdad, [replied not to him], and indeed his teeth chattered in his head, whenas he
heard him summon him to single combat..When Hafizeh had made an end of her song, El Abbas said to her, "Well done! Indeed, thou quickenest
hearts from sorrows." Then he called another damsel of the daughters of the Medes, by name Merjaneh, and said to her, "O Merjaneh, sing to me
upon the days of separation." "Hearkening and obedience," answered she and improvising, sang the following verses:.4. The Three Apples
xix.Presently, his father and his mother heard of the matter; whereupon the former arose and going up to the place, wrote a letter and [presented it
to the king, who] read it, and behold, therein was written, saying, 'Have pity on me, so may God have pity on thee, and hasten not in the slaughter
[of my son]; for indeed I acted hastily in a certain affair and drowned his brother in the sea, and to this day I drink the cup of his anguish. If thou
must needs kill him, kill me in his stead.' Therewith the old merchant prostrated himself before the king and wept; and the latter said to him, 'Tell
me thy story.' 'O my lord,' answered the merchant, 'this youth had a brother and I [in my haste] cast them both into the sea.' And he related to him
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his story from first to last, whereupon the king cried out with an exceeding great cry and casting himself down from the throne, embraced his father
and brother and said to the former, 'By Allah, thou art my very father and this is my brother and thy wife is our mother.' And they abode weeping,
all three..So the sharper took the two thousand dinars and made off; and when he was gone, the merchant said to his friend, the [self-styled] man of
wit and intelligence, 'Harkye, such an one! Thou and I are like unto the hawk and the locust.' 'What was their case?' asked the other; and the
merchant said,.So saying, she rose [and going] to a chest, took out therefrom six bags full of gold and said to me, "This is what I took from Amin el
Hukm's house. So, if thou wilt, restore it; else the whole is lawfully thine; and if thou desire other than this, [thou shalt have it;] for I have wealth in
plenty and I had no design in this but to marry thee." Then she arose and opening [other] chests, brought out therefrom wealth galore and I said to
her, "O my sister, I have no desire for all this, nor do I covet aught but to be quit of that wherein I am." Quoth she, "I came not forth of the [Cadi's]
house without [making provision for] thine acquittance.".So Iblis the Accursed drank and said, 'Well done, O desire of hearts! but thou owest me
yet another song.' Then he filled the cup and signed to her to sing. Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience,' and sang the following verses:.Caution
was the Cause of his Death, The Man whose, i 291..? ? ? ? ? f. The Unjust King and the Pilgrim Prince dcxii.El Abbas looked at them and saw the
ensigns displayed and the standards loosed and heard the drums beating; so he bade his servant saddle him a charger and look to the girths and
bring him his harness of war. Quoth Aamir, "And indeed I saw El Abbas his eyes flash and the hair of his hands stood on end, for that indeed
horsemanship (69) abode [rooted in his heart]."So he mounted his charger, whilst Aamir also bestrode a war-horse, and they went forth with the
troops and fared on two days. On the third day, after the hour of the mid-afternoon prayer, they came in sight of the enemy and the two armies met
and the ranks joined battle. The strife raged amain and sore was the smiting, whilst the dust rose in clouds and hung vaulted [over them], so that all
eyes were blinded; and they ceased not from the battle till the night overtook them, when the two hosts drew off from the mellay and passed the
night, perplexed concerning themselves [and the issue of their affair]..? ? ? ? ? Endowed with amorous grace past any else am I; Graceful of shape
and lithe and pleasing to the eye..? ? ? ? ? But when ye saw my writ, the standard ye o'erthrew Of faith, your favours grudged and aught of grace
denied..Then Selim turned to Selma and said to her, 'O sister mine, how deemest thou of this calamity and what counsellest thou thereanent?' 'O my
brother,' answered she, 'indeed I know not what I shall say concerning the like of this; but he is not disappointed who seeketh direction [of God],
nor doth he repent who taketh counsel. One getteth not the better of the traces of burning by (68) haste, and know that this is an affliction that hath
descended on us; and we have need of management to do it away, yea, and contrivance to wash withal our shame from our faces.' And they gave
not over watching the gate till break of day, when the young man opened the door and their mother took leave of him; after which he went his way
and she entered, she and her handmaid..Then she cast the lute from her hand and swooned away; so she was carried to her chamber and indeed
passion waxed upon her. After a long while, the Commander of the Faithful sent for her a third time and bade her sing. So she took the lute and
sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Yea, "Welcome! Fair welcome to those who draw near!" I called out aloud, as to meet you I flew..When the
evening evened, the king sent for the vizier to his privy sitting chamber and bade him [tell] the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and
obedience. They avouch, O king, that.When Er Razi heard this, he said, 'Yonder wittol lusteth after my wife; but I will do him a mischief.' Then he
rushed in upon them, and when El Merouzi saw him, he marvelled at him and said to him, 'How didst thou make thine escape?' So he told him the
trick he had played and they abode talking of that which they had collected from the folk [by way of alms], and indeed they had gotten great store
of money. Then said El Merouzi, 'Verily, mine absence hath been prolonged and fain would I return to my own country.' Quoth Er Rasi,' As thou
wilt;' and the other said, 'Let us divide the money we have gotten and do thou go with me to my country, so I may show thee my tricks and my
fashions.' 'Come to-morrow,' replied Er Razi, 'and we will divide the money.'.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Calender's Story xii.? ? ? ? ? And troubles,
too, forsook us, who tears like dragons' blood, O lordings, for your absence had wept at every pore..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? My pleasant life for loss of
friends is troubled aye..When King Kisra heard this, he redoubled in loveliking for her and affection and said to her, 'Do what thou wilt.' So he let
bring a litter and carrying her therein to his dwelling-place, married her and entreated her with the utmost honour. Then he sent a great army to
King Dadbin and fetching him and his vizier and the chamberlain, caused bring them before him, unknowing what he purposed with them.
Moreover, he caused set up for Arwa a pavilion in the courtyard of his palace and she entered therein and let down the curtain before herself. When
the servants had set their seats and they had seated themselves, Arwa raised a corner of the curtain and said, 'O Kardan, rise to thy feet, for it
befitteth not that thou sit in the like of this assembly, before this mighty King Kisra.' When the vizier heard these words, his heart quaked and his
joints were loosened and of his fear, he rose to his feet. Then said she to him, 'By the virtue of Him who hath made thee stand in this place of
standing [up to judgment], and thou abject and humiliated, I conjure thee speak the truth and say what prompted thee to lie against me and cause
me go forth from my house and from the hand of my husband and made thee practise thus against a man, (117) a true believer, and slay him. This
is no place wherein leasing availeth nor may prevarication be therein.'.? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and her Two Lovers dlxxxi.The Fifteenth Night of the
Month..Vizier, The King of Hind and his, ii. 105..Then Khelbes used to attend the learned man's assembly, whilst the other would go in to his wife
and abide with her, on such wise as he thought good, till the learned man arose from his session; and when Khelbes saw that he purposed rising, he
would speak a word for the lover to hear, whereupon he went forth from Khelbes's wife, and the latter knew not that calamity was in his own
house. At last the learned man, seeing Khelbes do on this wise every day, began to misdoubt of him, more by token of that which he knew of his
character, and suspicion grew upon him; so, one day, he advanced the time of his rising before the wonted hour and hastening up to Khelbes, laid
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hold of him and said to him, 'By Allah, an thou speak a single syllable, I will do thee a mischief!' Then he went in to his wife, with Khelbes in his
grasp, and behold, she was sitting, as of her wont, nor was there about her aught of suspicious or unseemly..? ? ? ? ? n. The Fourteenth Officer's
Story dccccxxxix.One day the Commander of the Faithful bade bring him to the presence; so his slave-girl changed his raiment and clothing him in
sumptuous apparel, mounted him on the mule. Then he rode to the palace and presenting himself before the Khalif, saluted him with the goodliest
of salutations and bespoke him with eloquent and deep-thoughted speech. When Er Reshid saw him, he marvelled at the goodliness of his favour
and his eloquence and the readiness of his speech and enquiring of him, was told that he was Sitt el Milah's lord; whereupon quoth he, "Indeed, she
is excusable in her love for him, and if we had put her to death unrighteously, as we were minded to do, her blood would have been upon our
heads." Then he turned to the young man and entering into discourse with him, found him well bred, intelligent, quick of wit and apprehension,
generous, pleasant, elegant, erudite. So he loved him with an exceeding love and questioned him of his native city and of his father and of the
manner of his journey to Baghdad. Noureddin acquainted him with that which he would know in the goodliest of words and with the concisest of
expressions; and the Khalif said to him, "And where hast thou been absent all this while? Indeed, we sent after thee to Damascus and Mosul and
other the towns, but lit on no tidings of thee." "O my lord," answered the young man, "there betided thy slave in thy city that which never yet
betided any." And he acquainted him with his case from first to last and told him that which had befallen him of evil [from El Muradi and his
crew]..Daughters, The Two Kings and the Vizier's, iii. 145..23. Hatim et Tal; his Generosity after Death cclxx.When it was the appointed time,
there came to us the man of the Sultan's guards, [who had accompanied the Jew, when he came to complain of the loss of the money,] and said,
"The Sultan biddeth you nail up (143) the Jew and bring the money, for that there is no way by which five thousand dinars can be lost." Wherefore
we knew that our device sufficed not. So I went forth and finding a young man, a Haurani, (144) passing the road, laid hands on him and stripped
him and beat him with palm-rods. Then I clapped him in irons and carrying him to the prefecture, beat him again, saying to them, "This is the thief
who stole the money." And we strove to make him confess; but he would not confess. So we beat him a third and a fourth time, till we were weary
and exhausted and he became unable to return an answer. But, when we had made an end of beating and tormenting him, he said, "I will fetch the
money forthright.".As for the merchant, he bought him a sheep and slaughtering it, roasted it and dressed birds and [other] meats of various kinds
and colours and bought dessert and sweetmeats and fresh fruits. Then he repaired to El Abbas and conjured him to accept of his hospitality and
enter his house and eat of his victual. The prince consented to his wishes and went with him till they came to his house, when the merchant bade
him enter. So El Abbas entered and saw a goodly house, wherein was a handsome saloon, with a vaulted estrade. When he entered the saloon, he
found that the merchant had made ready food and dessert and perfumes, such as overpass description; and indeed he had adorned the table with
sweet-scented flowers and sprinkled musk and rose-water upon the food. Moreover, he had smeared the walls of the saloon with ambergris and set
[the smoke of burning] aloes-wood abroach therein..? ? ? ? ? The eyes of lovely women are likened unto me; Indeed, amongst the gardens I open
many an eye..? ? ? ? ? Sherik ben Amrou, what device avails the hand of death to stay? O brother of the brotherless, brother of all th' afflicted,
say..140. Younus the Scribe and the Khalif Welid ben Sehl dclxxxiv.When those who were present heard this, they kissed the earth before him and
offered up prayers for him and for the damsel Shehrzad, and the vizier thanked her. Then Shehriyar made an end of the session in all weal,
whereupon the folk dispersed to their dwelling-places and the news was bruited abroad that the king purposed to marry the vizier's daughter
Shehrzad. Then he proceeded to make ready the wedding gear, and [when he had made an end of his preparations], he sent after his brother King
Shahzeman, who came, and King Shehriyar went forth to meet him with the troops. Moreover, they decorated the city after the goodliest fashion
and diffused perfumes [from the censing-vessels] and [burnt] aloes-wood and other perfumes in all the markets and thoroughfares and rubbed
themselves with saffron, what while the drums beat and the flutes and hautboys sounded and it was a notable day..Sons, The Merchant and his, i.
81..When King Shah Bekht heard his vizier's story, he gave him leave to withdraw to his own house and he abode there the rest of the night and the
next day till the evening..? ? ? ? ? d. The Crow and the Serpent dcxi.Then she changed the measure and the mode and sang the following verses:.? ?
? ? ? b. The Second Officer's Story dccccxxxii.? ? ? ? ? And high is my repute, for that I wounded aforetime My lord, (215) whom God made best
of all the treaders of the clay..On this wise they did three times, and every time [he climbed the tree] the lover came up out of the underground
place and bestrode her, whilst her husband looked on and she still said, 'O liar, seest thou aught?' 'Yes,' would he answer and came down in haste,
but saw no one and she said to him, 'By my life, look and say nought but the truth!' Then said he to her, 'Arise, let us depart this place, (234) for it is
full of Jinn and Marids.' [So they returned to their house] and passed the night [there] and the man arose in the morning, assured that this was all
but imagination and illusion. And so the lover accomplished his desire. (235) Nor, O king of the age," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary
than the story of the king and the tither.".Then he could brook this no longer; so he went forth from the dominions of the Commander of the
Faithful, under pretence of visiting certain of his kinsmen, and took with him servant nor companion, neither acquainted any with his intent, but
betook himself to the road and fared on into the desert and the sandwastes, knowing not whither he went. After awhile, he fell in with travellers
intending for the land of Hind [and journeyed with them]. When he came thither, he lighted down [in a city of the cities of the land and took up his
abode] in one of the lodging-places; and there he abode a while of days, tasting not food neither solacing himself with the delight of sleep; nor was
this for lack of dirhems or dinars, but for that his mind was occupied with musing upon [the reverses of] destiny and bemoaning himself for that the
revolving sphere had turned against him and the days had decreed unto him the disfavour of our lord the Imam. (160).So Es Shisban drank off the
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cup in his turn and said, 'Well done, O desire of hearts!' And he bestowed on her that which was upon him, to wit, a dress of cloth-of-pearl, fringed
with great pearls and rubies and broidered with precious stones, and a tray wherein were fifty thousand dinars. Then Meimoun the Sworder took the
cup and fell to gazing intently upon Tuhfeh. Now there was in his hand a pomegranate-flower and he said to her, 'Sing upon this
pomegranate-flower, O queen of men and Jinn; for indeed thou hast dominion over all hearts.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience;' and she
improvised and sang the following verses:.So saying, he spat in her face and went out from her; whilst Shah Khatoun made him no answer,
knowing that, if she spoke at that time, he would not credit her speech. Then she humbled herself in supplication to God the Most High and said, 'O
God the Great, Thou knowest the hidden things and the outward parts and the inward' If an advanced term (137) be [appointed] to me, let it not be
deferred, and if a deferred one, let it not be advanced!' On this wise she passed some days, whilst the king fell into perplexity and forswore meat
and drink and sleep and abode knowing not what he should do and saying [in himself], 'If I kill the eunuch and the youth, my soul will not be
solaced, for they are not to blame, seeing that she sent to fetch him, and my heart will not suffer me to slay them all three. But I will not be hasty in
putting them to death, for that I fear repentance.' Then he left them, so he might look into the affair..? ? ? ? ? m. The Goldsmith and the Cashmere
Singing- girl dlxxxvi.Now I was drunken and my clothes were drenched with the blood; and as I passed along the road, I met a thief. When he saw
me, he knew me and said to me, "Harkye, such an one!" "Well?" answered I, and he said, "What is that thou hast with thee?" So I acquainted him
with the case and he took the head from me. Then we went on till we came to the river, where he washed the head and considering it straitly, said,
"By Allah, this is my brother, my father's son. and he used to spunge upon the folk." Then he threw the head into the river. As for me, I was like a
dead man [for fear]; but he said to me, "Fear not neither grieve, for thou art quit of my brother's blood.".? ? ? ? ? Thou only art the whole of our
desire; indeed Thy love is hid within our hearts' most secret core..164. The Merchant of Oman dccccxlvi.When the king heard this, he could not
contain himself, but rushed in upon them and said to them, 'Out on you! What did ye? Tell me.' And they said, 'Pardon, O king.' Quoth he, 'An ye
would have pardon from God and me, it behoveth you to tell me the truth, for nothing shall save you from me but truth-speaking.' So they
prostrated themselves before him and said, 'By Allah, O king, the viziers gave us this gold and taught us to lie against Abou Teman, so thou
mightest put him to death, and what we said was their words.' When the king heard this, he plucked at his beard, till he was like to tear it up by the
roots and bit upon his fingers, till he well-nigh sundered them in twain, for repentance and sorrow that he had wrought hastily and had not delayed
with Abou Temam, so he might look into his affair..One day, there came a traveller and seeing the picture, said, 'There is no god but God! My
brother wrought this picture.' So the king sent for him and questioned him of the affair of the picture and where was he who had wrought it. 'O my
lord,' answered the traveller, 'we are two brothers and one of us went to the land of Hind and fell in love with the king's daughter of the country,
and it is she who is the original of the portrait. In every city he entereth, he painteth her portrait, and I follow him, and long is my journey.' When
the king's son heard this, he said,'Needs must I travel to this damsel.' So he took all manner rarities and store of riches and journeyed days and
nights till he entered the land of Hind, nor did he win thereto save after sore travail. Then he enquired of the King of Hind and he also heard of
him..? ? ? ? ? Indeed, your long estrangement hath caused my bowels yearn. Would God I were a servant in waiting at your door!.It is said that,
when the Khalifate devolved on Omar ben Abdulaziz (42) (of whom God accept), the poets [of the time] resorted to him, as they had been used to
resort to the Khalifs before him, and abode at his door days and days, but he gave them not leave to enter, till there came to Omar Adi ben Artah,
(43) who stood high in esteem with him. Jerir (44) accosted him and begged him to crave admission for them [to the Khalif]. "It is well," answered
Adi and going in to Omar, said to him, "The poets are at thy door and have been there days and days; yet hast thou not given them leave to enter,
albeit their sayings are abiding (45) and their arrows go straight to the mark." Quoth Omar, "What have I to do with the poets?" And Adi answered,
saying, "O Commander of the Faithful, the Prophet (whom God bless and preserve) was praised [by a poet] and gave [him largesse,] and therein
(46) is an exemplar to every Muslim." Quoth Omar, "And who praised him?" "Abbas ben Mirdas (47) praised him," replied Adi, "and he clad him
with a suit and said, 'O Bilal, (48) cut off from me his tongue!'" "Dost thou remember what he said?" asked the Khalif; and Adi said, "Yes." "Then
repeat it," rejoined Omar. So Adi recited the following verses:."There was once a king named Bihkerd aed he had wealth galore and many troops;
but his deeds were evil and he would punish for a slight offence and never forgave. He went forth one day to hunt and one of his servants shot an
arrow, which lit on the king's ear and cut it off. Quoth Bihkerd, 'Who shot that arrow?' So the guards brought him in haste the offender, whose
name was Yetrou, and he of his fear fell down on the ground in a swoon. Then said the king, 'Put him to death;' but Yetrou said, 'O King, this that
hath befallen was not of my choice nor of my knowledge; so do thou pardon me, in the hour of thy power over me, for that clemency is of the
goodliest of things and belike it shall be [in this world] a provision and a good work [for which thou shall be requited] one of these days, and a
treasure [laid up to thine account] with God in the world to come. Pardon me, therefore, and fend off evil from me, so shall God fend off from thee
evil the like thereof.' When the king heard this, it pleased him and he pardoned the servant, albeit he had never before pardoned any..When the king
heard this, he said, "I will not isolate myself from the folk and slay my vizier." And he bade him depart to his dwelling..22. El Hejjaj and the three
Young Mem ccccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Ye sleep; by Allah, sleep comes not to ease my weary lids; But from mine eyes, since ye have passed away, the
blood doth rain..14. The Mouse and the Weasel cl.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? I fear to be seen in the air, Without
my consent, unaware;.92. El Amin and his Uncle Ibrahim ben el Mehdi dclxxxii.? ? ? ? ? What if the sabre cut me limb from limb! No torment
'twere for lovers true and leal..? ? ? ? ? It chances whiles that the blind man escapes a pit, Whilst he who is clear of sight falls into it..We were
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sleeping one night on the roof, when a woman made her way into the house and gathering into a bundle all that was therein, took it up, that she
might go away with it. Now she was great with child and near upon her term and the hour of her deliverance; so, when she made up the bundle and
offered to shoulder it and make off with it, she hastened the coming of the pangs of labour and gave birth to a child in the dark. Then she sought for
the flint and steel and striking a light, kindled the lamp and went round about the house with the little one, and it was weeping. [The noise awoke
us,] as we lay on the roof, and we marvelled. So we arose, to see what was to do, and looking down through the opening of the saloon, (112) saw a
woman, who had kindled the lamp, and heard the little one weeping. She heard our voices and raising her eyes to us, said, "Are ye not ashamed to
deal with us thus and discover our nakedness? Know ye not that the day belongeth to you and the night to us? Begone from us! By Allah, were it
not that ye have been my neighbours these [many] years, I would bring down the house upon you!" We doubted not but that she was of the Jinn and
drew back our heads; but, when we arose on the morrow, we found that she had taken all that was with us and made off with it; wherefore we knew
that she was a thief and had practised [on us] a device, such as was never before practised; and we repented, whenas repentance advantaged us
not.'.Wasteful Son, The Rich Man and his, i. 252..Then the rest of the women of the palace came all to him and lifted him into a sitting posture,
when he found himself upon a couch, stuffed all with floss-silk and raised a cubit's height from the ground. (19) So they seated him upon it and
propped him up with a pillow, and he looked at the apartment and its greatness and saw those eunuchs and slave-girls in attendance upon him and
at his head, whereat he laughed at himself and said, "By Allah, it is not as I were on wake, and [yet] I am not asleep!" Then he arose and sat up,
whilst the damsels laughed at him and hid [their laughter] from him; and he was confounded in his wit and bit upon his finger. The bite hurt him
and he cried "Oh!" and was vexed; and the Khalif watched him, whence he saw him not, and laughed..'Hearkening and obedience,' answered El
Ased and flew till he came to the Crescent Mountain, when he sought audience of Meimoun, who bade admit him. So he entered and kissing the
earth before him, gave him Queen Kemeriyeh's message, which when he heard he said to the Afrit, 'Return whence thou comest and say to thy
mistress, "Be silent and thou wilt do wisely." Else will I come and seize upon her and make her serve Tuhfeh; and if the kings of the Jinn assemble
together against me and I be overcome of them, I will not leave her to scent the wind of this world and she shall be neither mine nor theirs, for that
she is presently my soul (243) from between my ribs; and how shall any part with his soul?' When the Afrit heard Meimoun's words, he said to
him, 'By Allah, O Meimoun, thou hast lost thy wits, that thou speakest these words of my mistress, and thou one of her servants!' Whereupon
Meimoun cried out and said to him, 'Out on thee, O dog of the Jinn! Wilt thou bespeak the like of me with these words?' Then, he bade those who
were about him smite El Ased, but he took flight and soaring into the air, betook himself to his mistress and told her that which had passed; and she
said, 'Thou hast done well, O cavalier.'.? ? ? ? ? Yea, he thou lov'st shall be hard-hearted, recking not Of fortune's turns or fate's caprices, in his
pride..104. Mesrour and Zein el Mewasif dcccxxi.When the vizier came to the King of Samarcand [and acquainted him with his errand], he
submitted himself to the commandment [of his brother and made answer] with 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then he equipped himself and made
ready for the journey and brought forth his tents and pavilions. A while after midnight, he went in to his wife, that he might take leave of her, and
found with her a strange man, sleeping with her in one bed. So he slew them both and dragging them out by the feet, cast them away and set forth
incontinent on his journey. When he came to his brother's court, the latter rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy and lodged him in the pavilion of
entertainment, [to wit, the guest-house,] beside his own palace. Now this pavilion overlooked a garden belonging to the elder king and there the
younger brother abode with him some days. Then he called to mind that which his wife had done with him and remembered him of her slaughter
and bethought him how he was a king, yet was not exempt from the vicissitudes of fortune; and this wrought upon him with an exceeding despite,
so that it caused him abstain from meat and drink, or, if he ate anything, it profited him not..As time went on, the boy, the son of the king, grew up
and fell to stopping the way (99) with the thieves, and they used to carry him with them, whenas they went a-thieving. They sallied forth one day
upon a caravan in the land of Seistan, and there were in that caravan strong and valiant men and with them merchandise galore. Now they had
heard that in that land were thieves; so they gathered themselves together and made ready their arms and sent out spies, who returned and gave
them news of the thieves. Accordingly, they prepared for battle, and when the robbers drew near the caravan, they fell in upon them and they
fought a sore battle. At last the folk of the caravan overmastered the thieves, by dint of numbers, and slew some of them, whilst the others fled.
Moreover they took the boy, the son of King Azadbekht, and seeing him as he were the moon, possessed of beauty and grace, brightfaced and
comely of fashion, questioned him, saying, "Who is thy father, and how camest thou with these thieves?" And he answered, saying, "I am the son
of the captain of the thieves." So they took him and carried him to the capital of his father King Azadbekht.? ? ? ? ? Peace upon thee! Ah, how
bitter were the severance from thee! Be not this thy troth-plight's ending nor the last of our delight!
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