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Now the Persian had a mameluke, (201) as he were the full moon, and he arose [and went out], and the singer followed him and wept before him,
professing love to him and kissing his hands and feet. The mameluke took compassion on him and said to him, 'When the night cometh and my
master entereth [the harem] and the folk go away, I will grant thee thy desire; and I lie in such a place.' Then the singer returned and sat with the
boon-companions, and the Persian rose and went out, he and the mameluke beside him. [Then they returned and sat down.] (202) Now the singer
knew the place that the mameluke occupied at the first of the night; but it befell that he rose from his place and the candle went out. The Persian,
who was drunken, fell over on his face, and the singer, supposing him to be the mameluke, said, 'By Allah, it is good!' and threw himself upon him
and clipped him, whereupon the Persian started up, crying out, and laying hands on the singer, pinioned him and beat him grievously, after which
he bound him to a tree that was in the house. (203).123. The Blacksmith who could Handle Fire without Hurt cccclxxi.When the poor man heard
the merchant's story, he became desirous of marrying his daughter. So he took her to wife and was vouchsafed of her exceeding love. Nor," added
the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that of the rich man and his wasteful heir.".I clipped her in mine arms and straight grew drunken
with the scent, iii. 125..? ? ? ? ? Except I be appointed a day [to end my pain], I'll weep until mine eyelids with blood their tears ensue..When she
had made an end of her song, all who were present were moved to delight and El Abbas rejoiced in this. Then he bade the second damsel sing
somewhat on the like subject. So she came forward and tuning the strings of her harp, which was of balass ruby, (128) warbled a plaintive air and
improvising, sang the following verses;.On this wise they abode a long while till one day the wife went out in quest of water, whereof she had
need, and espied a physician who had spread a carpet in the Thereon he had set out great store of drugs and implements of medicine and he was
speaking and muttering [charms], whilst the folk flocked to him and compassed him about on every side. The weaver's wife marvelled at the
largeness of the physician's fortune (16) and said in herself, 'Were my husband thus, he would have an easy life of it and that wherein we are of
straitness and misery would be enlarged unto him.'.? ? ? ? ? She gives me to drink of her cheeks and her honeyed lips And quenches the worst of
the fires that my heart devour..? ? ? ? ? Up, to our comrade's convent, that we may visit him And drink of wine more subtle than dust; (115) our
trusty fere.When her mother went out from her, Mariyeh fell to chiding the damsel for that which she had done and said to her, "Verily, death were
leifer to me than this; so look thou discover not my affair to any and I charge thee return not to the like of this fashion." Then she swooned away
and lay awhile without life, and when she came to herself, she saw Shefikeh weeping over her; whereupon she took the necklace from her neck and
the mantle from her body and said to the damsel, "Lay them in a napkin of damask and carry them to El Abbas and acquaint him with that wherein
I am for the persistence of estrangement and the effects of forbiddance." So Shefikeh took them and carried them to El Abbas, whom she found in
act to depart, for that he was about to take horse for Yemen. She went in to him and gave him the napkin and that which was therein, and when he
opened it and saw what it contained, to wit, the mantle and the necklace, his vexation was excessive and his eyes were distorted, [so that the whites
thereof appeared] and his rage was manifest in them..10. Women's Craft cxcv-cc.When the king heard this, he said, 'This proof sufficeth me,' and
rising forthright in the night, let bring the youth and the eunuch. Then he examined the former's throat with a candle and saw [the scar where] it
[had been] cut from ear to ear, and indeed the place had healed up and it was like unto a stretched-out thread. Therewithal the king fell down
prostrate to God, [in thanksgiving to Him] for that He had delivered the prince from all these perils and from the stresses that he had undergone,
and rejoiced with an exceeding joy for that he had wrought deliberately and had not made haste to slay him, in which case sore repentance had
betided him. As for the youth," continued the young treasurer, "he was not saved but because his term was deferred, and on like wise, O king, is it
with me; I too have a deferred term, which I shall attain, and a period which I shall accomplish, and I trust in God the Most High that He will give
me the victory over these wicked viziers.".Accordingly, Ishac bade admit her; so she entered, and when her eyes fell upon the Commander of the
Faithful, she kissed the earth before him and said, 'Peace be upon thee, O Commander of the Faithful and asylum of the people of the faith and
reviver of justice among all creatures! May God make plain the treading of thy feet and vouchsafe thee enjoyment of that which He hath bestowed
on thee and make Paradise thy harbourage and the fire that of thine enemies!' Quoth Er Reshid, 'And on thee be peace, O damsel! Sit.' So she sat
down and he bade her sing; whereupon she took the lute and tightening its strings, played thereon in many modes, so that the Commander of the
Faithful and Jaafer were confounded and like to fly for delight. Then she returned to the first mode and sang the following verses:.God, Of Trust in,
i. 114..? ? ? ? ? q. The Lady and her five Suitors dxciii.? ? ? ? ? My heart bereavement of my friends forebode; may God of them The dwellings not
bereave, but send them timely home again!.74. The Devout Woman and the Two Wicked Elders dclix.? ? ? ? ? a. The Unlucky Merchant
ccccxl.When the youth had made an end of his speech, the king said, "Carry him back to the prison;" and when they had done this, he turned to the
viziers and said to them, "Yonder youth looseth his tongue upon you, but I know your affectionate solicitude for the welfare of my empire and your
loyal counsel to me; so be of good heart, for all that ye counsel me I will do." When they heard tnese words, they rejoiced and each of them said his
say Then said the king, "I have not deferred his slaughter but to the intent that the talk might be prolonged and that words might abound, and I
desire [now] that ye sit up for him a gibbet without the town and make proclamation among the folk that they assemble and take him and carry him
in procession to the gibbet, with the crier crying before him and saying, 'This is the recompense of him whom the king delighted to favour and who
hath betrayed him!'" The viziers rejoiced, when they heard this, and slept not that night, of their joy; and they made proclamation in the city and set
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up the gibbet..?STORY OF THE WEAVER WHO BECAME A PHYSICIAN BY HIS WIFE'S COMMANDMENT..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man and his
Wilful Wife dcxxviii.45. Ali Shir (230) and Zumurrud dlxix.When it was the sixth day, the viziers' wrath redoubled, for that they had not
compassed their desire of the youth and they feared for themselves from the king; so three of them went in to him and prostrating themselves
before him, said to him, "O king, indeed we are loyal counsellors to thy dignity and tenderly solicitous for thee. Verily, thou persistest long in
sparing this youth alive and we know not what is thine advantage therein. Every day findeth him yet on life and the talk redoubleth suspicions on
thee; so do thou put him to death, that the talk may be made an end of." When the king heard this speech, he said, "By Allah, indeed, ye say sooth
and speak rightly!" Then he let bring the young treasurer and said to him, "How long shall I look into thine affair and find no helper for thee and
see them all athirst for thy blood?".Meanwhile, the eunuch betook himself, he and the horsemen, to her father and said to him, "O my lord, the king
is beholden to thee for many years' service and thou hast not failed him a day of the days; and now, behold, he hath taken thy daughter against thy
wish and without thy permission." And he related to him what had passed and how the king had taken her by force. When Isfehend heard the
eunuch's story, he was exceeding wroth and assembling many troops, said to them, "Whenas the king was occupied with his women [and
concerned not himself with the affairs of his kingdom], we took no reck of him; but now he putteth out his hand to our harem; wherefore
methinketh we should do well to look us out a place, wherein we may have sanctuary.".? ? ? ? ? All intercessions come and all alike do ill succeed,
Save Tuhfeh's, daughter of Merjan, for that, in very deed,.So he rose from his sleep and finding himself in his own saloon and his mother by him,
misdoubted of his wit and said to her, "By Allah, O my mother, I saw myself in a dream in a palace, with slave-girls and servants about me and in
attendance upon me, and I sat upon the throne of the Khalifate and ruled. By Allah, O my mother, this is what I saw, and verily it was not a dream!"
Then he bethought himself awhile and said, "Assuredly, I am Aboulhusn el Khelia, and this that I saw was only a dream, and [it was in a dream
that] I was made Khalif and commanded and forbade." Then he bethought himself again and said, "Nay, but it was no dream and I am no other than
the Khalif, and indeed I gave gifts and bestowed dresses of honour." Quoth his mother to him, "O my son, thou sportest with thy reason: thou wilt
go to the hospital and become a gazing-stock. Indeed, that which thou hast seen is only from the Devil and it was a delusion of dreams, for whiles
Satan sporteth with men's wits in all manner ways.".One day, as I stood in my shop, there came up to me a woman and stopped before me; and she
as she were the full moon rising from among the stars, and the place was illumined by her light. When I saw her, I fixed my eyes on her and stared
in her face; and she bespoke me with soft speech. When I heard her words and the sweetness of her speech, I lusted after her; and when she saw
that I lusted after her, she did her occasion and promising me [to come again], went away, leaving my mind occupied with her and fire kindled in
my heart. Then I abode, perplexed and pondering my affair, whilst fire flamed in my heart, till the third day, when she came again and I scarce
credited her coming. When I saw her, I talked with her and cajoled her and courted her and strove to win her favour with speech and invited her [to
my house]; but she answered, saying, 'I will not go up into any one's house.' Quoth I, 'I will go with thee;' and she said, 'Arise and come with
me.'.Governor, Story of the Man of Khorassan, his Son and his, i. 218..21. Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets ccccxxxii.? ? ? ? ? A fair one, to
idolaters if she herself should show, They'd leave their idols and her face for only Lord would know;.Now the merchant and his wife had taken up
their abode in a city in the land whereof their [other] son was king, and when the boy [whom they had found] grew up, his father assigned unto him
merchandise, so he might travel therewith. So he set out and entered the city wherein his brother was king. News reached the latter that there was a
merchant come thither with merchandise befitting kings. So he sent for him and the young merchant obeyed the summons and going in to him, sat
down before him. Neither of them knew the other; but blood stirred between them and the king said to the young merchant, 'I desire of thee that
thou abide with me and I will exalt thy station and give thee all that thou desirest and cravest.' So he abode with him awhile, quitting him not; and
when he saw that he would not suffer him to depart from him, he sent to his father and mother and bade them remove thither to him. So they
addressed them to remove to that island, and their son increased still in honour with the king, albeit he knew not that he was his brother..Man
whose Caution was the Cause of his Death, The, i. 291..When Galen saw what appeared to him of the [mock] physician's incapacity, he turned to
his disciples and pupils and bade them fetch the other, with all his gear and drugs. So they brought him into his presence on the speediest wise, and
when Galen saw him before him, he said to him, 'Knowest thou me?' ' No,' answered the other, 'nor did I ever set eyes on thee before this day.'
Quoth the sage, 'Dost thou know Galen?' And the weaver said, 'No.' Then said Galen, 'What prompted thee to that which thou dost?' So he related
to him his story and gave him to know of the dowry and the obligation by which he was bound with regard to his wife, whereat Galen marvelled
and certified himself of the matter of the dower..44. El Mamoun and Zubeideh dlxviii.However, he would not be denied, and when he saw her
[constant] refusal of herself to him, he feared lest she should tell the folk of him. So, when he arose in the morning, he took a scroll and wrote in it
what he would of forgery and falsehood and going up to the Sultan's palace, said, '[I have] an advisement [for the king].' So he bade admit him and
he delivered him the writ that he had forged, saying, 'I found this letter with the woman, the devotee, the ascetic, and indeed she is a spy, a secret
informer against the king to his enemy; and I deem the king's due more incumbent on me than any other and his advisement the first [duty], for that
he uniteth in himself all the people, and but for the king's presence, the subjects would perish; wherefore I have brought [thee] warning.' The king
put faith in his words and sent with him those who should lay hands upon the woman and put her to death; but they found her not..Next morning,
he again took up the bier and went round with it as before, in quest of alms. Presently, the master of police, who was of those who had given alms
on account of the supposed dead man on the previous day, met him; so he was angered and fell on the porters and beat them and took the
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[supposed] dead body, saying, 'I will bury him and earn the reward [of God].' (35) So his men took him up and carrying him to the prefecture,
fetched grave-diggers, who dug him a grave. Then they bought him a shroud and perfumes (36) and fetched an old man of the quarter, to wash him.
So he recited over him [the appointed prayers and portions of the Koran] and laying him on the bench, washed him and shrouded him. After he had
shrouded him, he voided; (37) so he renewed the washing and went away to make his ablutions, (38) whilst all the folk departed, likewise, to make
the [obligatory] ablution, previously to the funeral..? ? ? ? ? Your coming to-me-ward, indeed, with "Welcome! fair welcome!" I hail. Your sight to
me gladness doth bring and banisheth sorrow and bale;.108. Ali ben Tahir and the Girl Mounis ccccxxiv.Then she gave out among the folk that the
king's father's brother's son was come and bade the grandees and troops go forth to meet him. Moreover, she decorated the city in his honour and
the drums of good tidings beat for him, whilst all the king's household [went out to meet him and] dismounting before him, [escorted him to the
city and] lodged him with the queen-mother in her palace. Then she bade the chiefs of the state attend his assembly; so they presented themselves
before him and saw of his breeding and accomplishments that which amazed them and made them forget the breeding of those who had foregone
him of the kings..? ? ? ? ? I am filled full of longing pain and memory and dole, That from the wasted body's wounds distract the anguished
soul..Then the captain looked on her [and she pleased him]; so he took her for himself and she abode with him a whole year, doing her endeavour
in their service. till they became accustomed to her [and felt assured of her]. One night she plied them with drink and they drank [till they became
intoxicated]; whereupon she arose and took her clothes and five hundred dinars from the captain; after which she fetched a razor and shaved all
their chins. Then she took soot from the cooking-pots and blackening their faces withal, opened the doors and went out; and when the thieves
awoke, they abode confounded and knew that the woman had practised upon them.'"'.Awhile after this, there came two merchants to the king with
two pearls of price and each of them avouched that his pearl was worth a thousand dinars, but there was none who availed to value them. Then said
the cook, 'God prosper the king! Verily, the old man whom I bought avouched that he knew the quintessence of jewels and that he was skilled in
cookery. We have made proof of him in cookery and have found him the skilfullest of men; and now, if we send after him and prove him on jewels,
[the truth or falsehood of] his pretension will be made manifest to us.'.Then he called Sitt el Milah and said to her, "The house [wherein thou
lodgest] and that which is therein Is a guerdon [from me] to thy lord. So do thou take him and depart with him in the safeguard of God the Most
High; but absent not yourselves from our presence." [So she went forth with Noureddin and] when she came to the house, she found that the
Commander of the Faithful had sent them gifts galore and abundance of good things. As for Noureddin, he sent for his father and mother and
appointed him agents and factors in the city of Damascus, to take the rent of the houses and gardens and khans and baths; and they occupied
themselves with collecting that which accrued to him and sending it to him every year. Meanwhile, his father and mother came to him, with that
which they had of monies and treasures and merchandise, and foregathering with their son, saw that he was become of the chief officers of the
Commander of the Faithful and of the number of his session-mates and entertainers, wherefore they rejoiced in reunion with him and he also
rejoiced in them..? ? ? ? ? They left me and content forthright forsook my heart,.Woman (The Old), the Merchant and the King, i. 265..Now this
was at the beginning of the month, and when it was the end thereof, Aboulhusn longed to drink wine and returning to his former usance, furnished
his saloon and made ready food and let bring wine; then, going forth to the bridge, he sat there, expecting one whom he should carouse withal, as of
his wont. As he sat thus, behold, up came the Khalif [and Mesrour] to him; but Aboulhusn saluted them not and said to them, "No welcome and no
greeting to the perverters! (31) Ye are no other than devils." However, the Khalif accosted him and said to him, "O my brother, did I not say to thee
that I would return to thee?" Quoth Aboulhusn, "I have no need of thee; and as the byword says in verse:.38. Yehya ben Khalid and Mensour
ccv.As soon as his father-in-law had departed for Samarcand, King Shehriyar summoned the grandees of his realm and made them a magnificent
banquet of all manner rich meats and exquisite sweetmeats. Moreover, he bestowed on them dresses of honour and guerdoned them and divided the
kingdoms between himself and his brother in their presence, whereat the folk rejoiced. Then the two kings abode, ruling each a day in turn and they
accorded with each other, what while their wives continued in the love of God the Most High and in thanksgiving to Him; and the subjects and the
provinces were at peace and the preachers prayed for them from the pulpits, and their report was bruited abroad and the travellers bore tidings of
them [to all countries]..4. The Three Apples lxix.I swear by his life, yea, I swear by the life of my love without peer, iii. 21..? ? ? ? ? Rail not at the
vicissitudes of Fate, For Fortune still spites those who her berate..Then, when it was night, she brought her to me, after she had adorned her and
perfumed her, and said to her, "Gainsay not this thy lord in aught that he shall seek of thee." When she came to bed with me, I said in myself,
"Verily, this damsel (216) is more generous than I!" Then I sent away the slave-girl and drew not nigh unto her, but arose forthright and betaking
myself to my wife, lay with her and did away her maidenhead. She straightway conceived by me and accomplishing the time of her pregnancy,
gave birth to this dear little daughter; in whom I rejoiced, for that she was lovely to the utterest, and she hath inherited her mother's wit and her
father's comeliness..When Tuhfeh heard this, it was grievous to her and she wept sore; whereupon quoth the head to her, 'The relief of God the
Most High is near at hand; but now let me hear somewhat of thy speech.' So she took the lute and sang three songs, weeping the while. 'By Allah,'
said the head, 'thou hast been bountiful to me, may God be with thee!' Then it disappeared and the season of sundown came. So she arose [and
betook herself] to her place [in the hall]; whereupon the candles rose up from under the earth and kindled themselves. Then the kings of the Jinn
appeared and saluted her and kissed her hands and she saluted them. Presently, up came Kemeriyeh and her three sisters and saluted Tuhfeh and sat
down; whereupon the tables were brought and they ate. Then the tables were removed and there came the wine-tray and the drinking-service. So
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Tuhfeh took the lute and one of the three queens filled the cup and signed to Tuhfeh [to sing]. Now she had in her hand a violet; so Tuhfeh sang the
following verses:.The Ninth Night of the Month..Prince Bihzad, Story of, i. 99..? ? ? ? ? Peace on you, people of my troth! With peace I do you
greet. Said ye not truly, aforetime, that we should live and meet?.Then the two kings appointed their father-in-law the vizier to be viceroy in
Samarcand and assigned him five of the chief amirs to accompany him, charging them attend him and do him service. The vizier kissed the earth
and prayed that they might be vouchsafed length of life. Then he went in to his daughters, whilst the eunuchs and ushers walked before him, and
saluted them and bade them farewell. They kissed his hands and gave him joy of the kingship and bestowed on him treasures galore. Then he took
leave of them and setting out, journeyed days and nights till he came within three days' journey of Samarcand, where the townspeople met him and
rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy. So he entered Samarcand and they decorated the city, and it was a notable day. He sat down on the throne of
his kingship and the viziers did him homage and the grandees and amirs of Samarcand and prayed that he might be vouchsafed justice and victory
and length of continuance [on life]. So he bestowed on them dresses of honour and entreated them with worship and they made him Sultan over
them..Then said she to him, 'When the king saw him and questioned thee of him, what saidst thou to him?' And he answered, 'I said to him, "This is
the son of a nurse who belonged to us. We left him little and he grew up; so I brought him, that he might be servant to the king,"' Quoth she, 'Thou
didst well.' And she charged him to be instant in the service of the prince. As for the king, he redoubled in kindness to the eunuch and appointed the
youth a liberal allowance and he abode going in to the king's house and coming out therefrom and standing in his service, and every day he grew in
favour with him; whilst, as for Shah Khatoun, she used to stand a-watch for him at the windows and balconies and gaze upon him, and she on coals
of fire on his account, yet could she not speak..When she had made an end of her verses, she folded the letter and delivered it to the nurse, who took
it and carried it to El Abbas. He broke it open and read it and apprehended its purport; then took inkhorn and paper and wrote the following
verses:.? ? ? ? ? "What is the taste of love?" quoth one, and I replied, "Sweet water 'tis at first; but torment lurks behind.".So the wicked man
attained that which he sought of the vizier and the case was prolonged till the affairs of the kingdom became disordered, by dint of ill governance,
and the most part of the king's empery fell away from him and he came nigh unto ruin. Therewithal he was certified of the loyalty of his [late]
skilful vizier and the excellence of his governance and the justness of his judgment. So he sent after him and brought him and the wicked man
before him and summoning the grandees of his realm and the chiefs of his state to his presence, gave them leave to talk and dispute and forbade the
wicked man from that his lewd opinion. (80) Then arose that wise and skilful vizier and praised God the Most High and lauded Him and glorified
Him and hallowed Him and attested His unity and disputed with the wicked man and overcame him and put him to silence; nor did he cease from
him till he enforced him to make confession of repentance [and turning away] from that which he had believed..When the king heard this, his mind
was occupied [with the story he had heard and that which the vizier promised him], and he bade the latter depart to his own house..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother cliv.So the affair was concluded and we drew up the contract of marriage and I made the bride-feast; but on
the wedding-night I beheld a thing (214) than which never made God the Most High aught more loathly. Methought her people had contrived this
by way of sport; so I laughed and looked for my mistress, whom I had seen [at the lattice], to make her appearance; but saw her not. When the
affair was prolonged and I found none but her, I was like to go mad for vexation and fell to beseeching my Lord and humbling myself in
supplication to Him that He would deliver me from her. When I arose in the morning, there came the chamber-woman and said to me, "Hast thou
occasion for the bath?" "No," answered I; and she said, "Art thou for breakfast?" But I replied, "No;" and on this wise I abode three days, tasting
neither meat nor drink..? ? ? ? ? All, all, for thy sweet sake, I left; ay, I forsook Aziz, my sire, and those akin to me that hight.Abou Temam, Story
of Ilan Shah and, i. 126..The season of my presence is never at an end, ii. 246..? ? ? ? ? How many a bidder unto love, a secret-craving wight, How
many a swain, complaining, saith of destiny malign,.? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxlvi.Now the liefest of all things to
Mariyeh was the recitation of poems and verses and linked rhymes and the twanging [of the strings of the lute], and she was versed in all tongues;
so she took the letter and opening it, read that which was therein and apprehended its purport. Then she cast it on the ground and said, "O nurse, I
have no answer to make to this letter." Quoth the nurse, "Indeed, this is weakness in thee and a reproach unto thee, for that the people of the world
have heard of thee and still praise thee for keenness of wit and apprehension; so do thou return him an answer, such as shall delude his heart and
weary his soul." "O nurse," rejoined the princess, "who is this that presumeth upon me with this letter? Belike he is the stranger youth who gave my
father the rubies." "It is himself," answered the woman, and Mariyeh said, "I will answer his letter on such a wise that thou shalt not bring me other
than it [from him]." Quoth the nurse, "So be it." So the princess called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth
Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor cclxiii.When the king heard this, he bowed [his head] in perplexity and confusion and said, "Carry him back to the
prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".This was all the merchant's good; so he said, "O youth, I will play thee another game for the
shop." Now the value of the shop was four thousand dinars; so they played and El Abbas beat him and won his shop, with that which was therein;
whereupon the other arose, shaking his clothes, and said to him, "Up, O youth, and take thy shop." So El Abbas arose and repairing to the shop,
took possession thereof, after which he returned to [the place where he had left] his servant [Aamir] and found there the Amir Saad, who was come
to bid him to the presence of the king. El Abbas consented to this and accompanied him till they came before King Ins ben Cais, whereupon he
kissed the earth and saluted him and exceeded (78) in the salutation. Quoth the king to him, "Whence comest thou, O youth?" and he answered, "I
come from Yemen.".18. The Thief and his Monkey clii.'Twere better and meeter thy presence to leave, ii. 85..So we abode there, daily expecting
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death, and whoso of us had with him a day's victual ate it in five days, and after this he died; and whoso had with him a month's victual ate it in five
months and died also. As for me, I had with me great plenty of victual; so I buried it in a certain place and brought it out, [little by little,] and fed on
it; and we ceased not to be thus, burying one the other, till all died but myself and I abode alone, having buried the last of my companions, and but
little victual remained to me. So I said in myself, 'Who will bury me in this place?' And I dug me a grave and abode in expectation of death, for that
I was in a state of exhaustion. Then, of the excess of my repentance, I blamed and reproached myself for my much [love of] travel and said, 'How
long wilt thou thus imperil thyself?' And I abode as I were a madman, unable to rest; but, as I was thus melancholy and distracted, God the Most
High inspired me with an idea, and it was that I looked at the river aforesaid, as it entered in at the mouth of the cavern in the skirt of the mountain,
and said in myself, 'Needs must this water have issue in some place.'.Then said I, "A man cannot well accomplish all whereof he hath need in the
market-places." "Hast thou a house?" asked she. "No, by Allah," answered I; "nor is this town my dwelling-place." "By Allah," rejoined she, "nor
have I a place; but I will contrive for thee." Then she went on before me and I followed her till she came to a lodging-house and said to the
housekeeper, "Hast thou an empty chamber?" "Yes," answered she; and my mistress said, "Give us the key." So we took the key and going up to
see the room, entered it; after which she went out to the housekeeper and [giving her a dirhem], said to her, "Take the key-money, (110) for the
room pleaseth us, and here is another dirhem for thy trouble. Go, fetch us a pitcher of water, so we may [refresh ourselves] and rest till the time of
the noonday siesta pass and the heat decline, when the man will go and fetch the [household] stuff." Therewith the housekeeper rejoiced and
brought us a mat and two pitchers of water on a tray and a leather rug..? ? ? ? ? l. The Three Men and our Lord Jesus dcccci.When they reached the
city, the king heard of their coming and commanded that they should attend him with what befitted [of their merchandise]. So they presented
themselves before him, [and the boy with them,] whom when the king saw, he said to them, "To whom belongeth this boy?" And they answered,
"O king, we were going in such a road, when there came out upon us a sort of robbers; so we made war upon them and overcame them and took
this boy prisoner. Then we questioned him, saying, 'Who is thy father?' and he answered, 'I am the captain's son of the thieves.'" Quoth the king, "I
would fain have this boy." And the captain of the caravan said, "God maketh thee gift of him, O king of the age, and we all are thy slaves." Then
the king dismissed [the people of] the caravan and let carry the youth into his palace and he became as one of the servants, what while his father the
king knew not that he was his son. As time went on, the king observed in him good breeding and understanding and knowledge (100) galore and he
pleased him; so he committed his treasuries to his charge and straitened the viziers' hand therefrom, commanding that nought should be taken forth
therefrom except by leave of the youth. On this wise he abode a number of years and the king saw in him nought but fidelity and studiousness in
well-doing..The Vicar of the Lord of the Worlds (162) Haroun er Reshid had a boon-companion of the number of his boon-companions, by name
Ishac ben Ibrahim en Nedim el Mausili, (163) who was the most accomplished of the folk of his time in the art of smiting upon the lute; and of the
Commander of the Faithful's love for him, he assigned him a palace of the choicest of his palaces, wherein he was wont to instruct slave-girls in the
arts of lute-playing and singing. If any slave-girl became, by his instruction, accomplished in the craft, he carried her before the Khalif, who bade
her play upon the lute; and if she pleased him, he would order her to the harem; else would he restore her to Ishac's palace..Then came forward the
fourteenth officer and said, 'Know that the story I have to tell is pleasanter and more extraordinary than this; and it is as follows..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother xxxi.?STORY OF THE OLD WOMAN, THE MERCHANT AND THE KING..They have shut out thy
person from my sight, iii. 43..The king gave him money and men and troops galore and Bekhtzeman said in himself, 'Now am I fortified with this
army and needs must I conquer my enemy therewith and overcome him;' but he said not, 'With the aid of God the Most High.' So his enemy met
him and overcame him again and he was defeated and put to the rout and fled at a venture. His troops were dispersed from him and his money lost
and the enemy followed after him. So he sought the sea and passing over to the other side, saw a great city and therein a mighty citadel. He asked
the name of the city and to whom it belonged and they said to him, 'It belongeth to Khedidan the king.' So he fared on till he came to the king's
palace aud concealing his condition, passed himself off for a horseman (120) and sought service with King Khedidan, who attached him to his
household and entreated him with honour; but his heart still clave to his country and his home..Upon the parting day our loves from us did fare, iii.
114..? ? ? ? ? And hope thou not for aught from me, who reck not with a folk To mix, who may with abjectness infect my royal line..Now the
treasuries aforetime had been in the viziers' hand, so they might do with them what they would, and when they came under the youth's hand, that of
the viziers was straitened from them, and the youth became dearer to the king than a son and he could not brook to be separated from him. When
the viziers saw this, they were jealous of him and envied him and cast about for a device against him whereby they might oust him from the king's
favour, but found no opportunity. At last, when came the destined hour, (101) it chanced that the youth one day drank wine and became drunken
and wandered from his wits; so he fell to going round about within the palace of the king and fate led him to the lodging of the women, in which
there was a little sleeping-chamber, where the king lay with his wife. Thither came the youth and entering the chamber, found there a couch spread,
to wit, a sleeping place, and a candle burning. So he cast himself on the couch, marvelling at the paintings that were in the chamber, and slept and
slumbered heavily till eventide, when there came a slave-girl, bringing with her all the dessert, eatables and drinkables, that she was wont to make
ready for the king and his wife, and seeing the youth lying on his back, (and none knowing of his case and he in his drunkenness unknowing where
he was,) thought that he was the king asleep on his bed; so she set the censing-vessel and laid the essences by the couch, then shut the door and
went away..? ? ? ? ? i. The Credulous Husband dcccxcviii.Conclusion.? ? ? ? ? In her revolving scheme, to bitter sweetness still Succeeds and
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things become straight, after crookedness..? ? ? ? ? Is there a man of you will come, that I may heal his paint With blows right profitful for him
who's sick for lust of fight?.?STORY OF THE MAN WHOSE CAUTION WAS THE CAUSE OF HIS DEATH..? ? ? ? ? bb. The King of Hind
and his Visier dccccxxviii.There came to a king of the kings, in his old age, a son, who grew up comely, quick-witted and intelligent, and when he
came to years of discretion and became a young man, his father said to him, 'Take this kingdom and govern it in my stead, for I desire to flee [from
the world] to God the Most High and don the gown of wool and give myself up to devotion.' Quoth the prince, 'And I also desire to take refuge
with God the Most High.' And the king said, 'Arise, let us flee forth and make for the mountains and worship in them, for shamefastness before
God the Most High.'."Except," continued the Khalif, "he were the enemy of God, he had wished for her in this world, so he might after [repent and]
return to righteous dealing. By Allah, he shall not come in to me! Who is at the door other than he?" Quoth Adi, "Jemil ben Mamer el Udhri (51) is
at the door;" and Omar said, "It is he who says in one of his odes" ... [And he recited the following:].One day, as I was thus feigning sleep, I felt a
hand in my lap, and in it a magnificent purse. So I seized the hand and behold, it was that of a fair woman. Quoth I to her, "O my lady, who art
thou?" And she said, "Rise [and come away] from here, that I may make myself known to thee." So I arose and following her, fared on, without
tarrying, till she stopped at the door of a lofty house, whereupon quoth I to her,"O my lady, who art thou? Indeed, thou hast done me kindness, and
what is the reason of this?" "By Allah," answered she, "O Captain Mum, I am a woman on whom desire and longing are sore for the love of the
daughter of the Cadi Amin el Hukm. Now there was between us what was and the love of her fell upon my heart and I agreed with her upon
meeting, according to possibility and convenience. But her father Amin el Hukm took her and went away, and my heart cleaveth to her and
love-longing and distraction are sore upon me on her account.".His story troubled the Sultan's deputy and he was sore enraged against him; so he
drew his sword and smiting him, cut off his head; whereupon one recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? f. The Lady and her Two Lovers
dlxxxi.When Abou Temam returned with [news of] the accomplishment of his errand and brought the presents and the letter, King Ilan Shah
rejoiced in this and redoubled in showing him honour and made much of him. Some days thereafterward, the king of Turkestan sent his daughter
and she went in to King Ilan Shah, who rejoiced in her with an exceeding joy and Abou Temam's worth was exalted in his sight. When the viziers
saw this, they redoubled in envy and despite and said, 'An we contrive us not a device to rid us of this man, we shall perish of rage.' So they
bethought them [and agreed upon] a device they should practise..When the king heard this, he was certified that the youth was his very son; so he
cried out at the top of his voice and casting himself upon him, embraced him and wept and said, "Had I put thee to death, as was my intent, I should
have died of regret for thee." Then he cut his bonds and taking his crown from his head, set it on that of his son, whereupon the people raised cries
of joy, whilst the trumpets sounded and the drums beat and there befell a great rejoicing. They decorated the city and it was a glorious day; the very
birds stayed their flight in the air, for the greatness of the clamour and the noise of the crying. The army and the folk carried the prince [to the
palace] in magnificent procession, and the news came to his mother Behrjaur, who came forth and threw herself upon him. Moreover, the king bade
open the prison and bring forth all who were therein, and they held high festival seven days and seven nights and rejoiced with a mighty rejoicing;
whilst terror and silence and confusion and affright fell upon the viziers and they gave themselves up for lost..When the appointed day arrived, En
Numan sent for Sherik and said to him, "Verily the first part of this day is past." And Sherik answered, "The king hath no recourse against me till it
be eventide." When it evened, there appeared one afar off and En Numan fell to looking upon him and on Sherik, and the latter said to him, "Thou
hast no right over me till yonder fellow come, for belike he is my man." As he spoke, up came the Tai in haste and En Numan said "By Allah,
never saw I [any] more generous than you two! I know not whether of you is the more generous, this one who became warrant for thee in [danger
of] death or thou who returnest unto slaughter." Then said he to Sherik, "What prompted thee to become warrant for him, knowing that it was
death?" And he said, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Generosity hath departed from viziers.'" Then said En Numan to the Tai, "And thou, what
prompted thee to return, knowing that therein was death and thine own destruction?" Quoth the Arab, "[I did this] lest it be said, 'Fidelity hath
departed from the folk.'" And En Numan said, "By Allah, I will be the third of you, (173) lest it be said, 'Clemency hath departed from kings.'" So
he pardoned him and bade abolish the day of ill-omen; whereupon the Arab recited the following verses:.Damascus (Noureddin Ali of) and Sitt el
Milah, iii. 3..? ? ? ? ? Tell me, was ever yet a mortal spared of thee?.As for his mother, Shah Khatoun, great was her longing for her son and she
[still] thought of him and news of him was cut off from her, wherefore her life was troubled and she forswore sleep and could not make mention of
him before King Caesar her husband. Now she had an eunuch who had come with her from the court of her uncle King Suleiman Shah, and he was
intelligent, quickwitted, a man of good counsel. So she took him apart one day and said to him, 'Thou hast been my servant from my childhood to
this day; canst thou not therefore avail to get me news of my son, for that I cannot speak of his matter?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is an affair
that thou hast concealed from the first, and were thy son here, it would not be possible for thee to harbour him, lest thine honour fall into suspicion
with the king; for they would never credit thee, since the news hath been spread abroad that thy son was slain by his uncle.' Quoth she, 'The case is
even as thou sayst and thou speakest truly; but, provided I know that my son is alive, let him be in these parts pasturing sheep and let me not see
him nor he me.' And he said to her, 'How shall we contrive in this affair?' 'Here are my treasures and my wealth,' answered she. 'Take all thou wilt
and bring me my son or else news of him.'.'Thou liest, O accursed one,' cried the king and bade lay hands on him and clap him in irons. Then he
turned to the two youths, his sons, and strained them to his breast, weeping sore and saying, 'O all ye who are present of cadis and assessors and
officers of state, know that these twain are my sons and that this is my wife and the daughter of my father's brother; for that I was king aforetime in
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such a region.' And he recounted to them his history from beginning to end, nor is there aught of profit in repetition; whereupon the folk cried out
with weeping and lamentation for the stress of that which they heard of marvellous chances and that rare story. As for the king's wife, he caused
carry her into his palace and lavished upon her and upon her sons all that behoved and beseemed them of bounties, whilst the folk flocked to offer
up prayers for him and give him joy of [his reunion with] his wife and children..Now this present was a horse worth ten thousand dinars and all its
housings and trappings of gold set with jewels, and a book and five different kinds of suits of apparel and an hundred pieces of fine white linen
cloths of Egypt and silks of Suez and Cufa and Alexandria and a crimson carpet and another of Tebaristan (217) make and an hundred pieces of
cloth of silk and flax mingled and a goblet of glass of the time of the Pharaohs, a finger-breadth thick and a span wide, amiddleward which was the
figure of a lion and before him an archer kneeling, with his arrow drawn to the head, and the table of Solomon son of David, (218) on whom be
peace; and the contents of the letter were as follows: 'From the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, unto whom and to his forefathers (on whom be peace)
God hath vouchsafed the rank of the noble and exceeding glory, to the august, God-aided Sultan, greeting. Thy letter hath reached us and we
rejoiced therein and have sent thee the book [called] "The Divan of Hearts and the Garden of Wits," of the translation whereof when thou hast
taken cognizance, its excellence will be established in thine eyes; and the superscription of this book we have made unto thee. Moreover, we send
thee divers other kingly presents; (219) so do thou favour us by accepting them, and peace be on thee!'.75. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Haroun er
Reshld and Zubeideh ccclxxxviii.To return to his sister Selma. She awaited him till the last of the day, but he came not; and she awaited him a
second day and a third and a fourth, yet there came no news of him, wherefore she wept and beat with her hands on her breast and bethought her of
her affair and her strangerhood and her brother's absence; and she recited the following verses:.As I was passing one day in the market, I found that
a thief had broken into the shop of a money-changer and taken thence a casket, with which he had made off to the burial-grounds. So I followed
him thither [and came up to him, as] he opened the casket and fell a-looking into it; whereupon I accosted him, saying, "Peace be on thee!" And he
was startled at me. Then I left him and went away from him..It chanced one night that the king sallied forth without the city and drank and the wine
got the mastery of him and he became drunken. So, of the youth's fearfulness for him, he said, 'I will keep watch myself over the king this night,
seeing that he deserveth this from me, for that which he hath wrought with me of kindnesses.' So he arose forthright and drawing his sword,
stationed himself at the door of the king's pavilion. Now one of the royal servants saw him standing there, with the drawn sword in his hand, and he
was of those who envied him his favour with the king; so he said to him, 'Why dost thou on this wise at this season and in the like of this place?'
Quoth the youth, 'I am keeping watch over the king myself, in requital of his bounties to me.'.? ? ? ? ? e. The Rich Man and his Wasteful Son
dcccxciii.The news reached his father, who said to him, 'O my son, this damsel to whom thy heart cleaveth is at thy commandment and we have
power over her; so wait till I demand her [in marriage] for thee.' But the prince said, 'I will not wait.' So his father hastened in the matter and sent to
demand her of her father, who required of him a hundred thousand dinars to his daughter's dowry. Quoth Bihzad's father, 'So be it,' and paid down
what was in his treasuries, and there remained to his charge but a little of the dower. So he said to his son, 'Have patience, O my son, till we gather
together the rest of the money and send to fetch her to thee, for that she is become thine.' Therewith the prince waxed exceeding wroth and said, 'I
will not have patience;' so he took his sword and his spear and mounting his horse, went forth and fell to stopping the way, [so haply that he might
win what lacked of the dowry]..There was once, in a city of Hind, a just and beneficent king, and he had a vizier, a man of understanding, just in his
judgment, praiseworthy in his policy, in whose hand was the governance of all the affairs of the realm; for he was firmly stablished in the king's
favour and high in esteem with the folk of his time, and the king set great store by him and committed himself to him in all his affairs, by reason of
his contrivance for his subjects, and he had helpers (253) who were content with him..It is related that Ibn es Semmak (162) went in one day to Er
Reshid and the Khalif, being athirst, called for drink. So his cup was brought him, and when he took it, Ibn es Semmak said to him, "Softly, O
Commander of the Faithful! If thou wert denied this draught, with what wouldst thou buy it?" "With the half of my kingdom," answered the Khalif;
and Ibn es Semmak said, "Drink and God prosper it to thee!" Then, when he had drunken, he said to him, "If thou wert denied the going forth of the
draught from thy body, with what wouldst thou buy its issue?" "With the whole of my kingdom," answered Er Reshid: and Ibn es Semmak said, "O
Commander of the Faithful, verily, a kingdom that weigheth not in the balance against a draught [of water] or a voiding of urine is not worth the
striving for." And Haroun wept..Accordingly, the king bade fetch the girl [and she came]. Then there befell that which befell of his foregathering
with the elder sister, and when he went up to his couch, that he might sleep, the younger sister said to the elder, 'I conjure thee by Allah, O my
sister, an thou be not asleep, tell us a story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal we may beguile the watches of our night, against morning come and
parting.' 'With all my heart,' answered she and fell to relating to her, whilst the king listened. Her story was goodly and delightful, and whilst she
was in the midst of telling it, the dawn broke. Now the king's heart clave to the hearing of the rest of the story; so he respited her till the morrow,
and when it was the next night, she told him a story concerning the marvels of the lands and the extraordinary chances of the folk, that was yet
stranger and rarer than the first. In the midst of the story, the day appeared and she was silent from the permitted speech. So he let her live till the
ensuing night, so he might hear the completion of the story and after put her to death..After this the king sat, with his son by his side and the viziers
sitting before him, and summoned his chief officers and the folk of the city. Then the prince turned to the viziers and said to them, "See, O wicked
viziers, that which God hath done and the speedy [coming of] relief." But they answered not a word and the king said, "It sufficeth me that there is
nothing alive but rejoiceth with me this day, even to the birds in the sky, but ye, your breasts are straitened. Indeed, this is the greatest of ill-will in
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you to me, and had I hearkened to you, my regret had been prolonged and I had died miserably of grief." "O my father," quoth the prince, "but for
the fairness of thy thought and thy judgment and thy longanimity and deliberation in affairs, there had not bedded thee this great joyance. Hadst
thou slain me in haste, repentance would have been sore on thee and long grief, and on this wise doth he who ensueth haste repent.".Officer's Story,
The Eleventh, ii. 175.."O king," answered the youth, "I hope for succour only from God, not from created beings: if He aid me, none can avail to
harm me, and if He be with me and on my side, because of the truth, who is it I shall fear, because of falsehood? Indeed, I have made my intent
with God a pure and sincere intent and have severed my expectation from the help of the creature; and whoso seeketh help [of God] findeth of his
desire that which Bekhtzeman found." Quoth the king, "Who was Bekhtzeman and what is his story?" "O king," replied the youth,.They abode thus
awhile and presently she said, "Up to now we have not become drunken; let me pour out." So she took the cup and gave him to drink and plied him
with liquor, till he became drunken, when she took him and carried him into a closet. Then she came out, with his head in her hand, what while I
stood silent, fixing not mine eyes on hers neither questioning her of this; and she said to me, "What is this?" "I know not," answered I; and she said,
"Take it and cast it into the river." I obeyed her commandment and she arose and stripping herself of her clothes, took a knife and cut the dead
man's body in pieces, which she laid in three baskets, and said to me, "Throw them into the river.".Now Ishac had returned to his house upon an
occasion that presented itself to him; and when he entered the vestibule, he heard a sound of singing, the like whereof he had never heard in the
world, for that it was [soft] as the breeze and richer (178) than almond oil. (179) So the delight of it gat hold of him and joyance overcame him, and
he fell down aswoon in the vestibule, Tuhfeh heard the noise of steps and laying the lute from her hand, went out to see what was to do. She found
her lord Ishac lying aswoon in the vestibule; so she took him up and strained him to her bosom, saying, 'I conjure thee in God's name, O my lord,
tell me, hath aught befallen thee?' When he heard her voice, he recovered from his swoon and said to her, 'Who art thou? ' Quoth she, 'I am thy
slave-girl Tuhfeh.' And he said to her, 'Art thou indeed Tuhfeh?' 'Yes,' answered she; and he, 'By Allah, I had forgotten thee and remembered thee
not till now!' Then he looked at her and said, 'Indeed, thy case is altered and thy pallor is grown changed to rosiness and thou hast redoubled in
beauty and lovesomeness. But was it thou who was singing but now?' And she was troubled and affrighted and answered, 'Even I, O my lord.'.? ? ?
? ? a. The First Calender's Story xxxix.152. Ardeshir and Heyat en Nufous dccxu.I am content, for him I love, to all abide, iii. 25..Haroun er Reshid
and the Woman of the Barmecides, i. 57..When the cook heard this, he said in himself, 'It will do me no hurt if I imprison him and shackle him and
bring him what he may work at. If he tell truth, I will let him live, and if he prove a liar, I will slay him.' So he took a pair of stout shackles and
clapping them on Selim's legs, imprisoned him within his house and set over him one who should guard him. Then he questioned him of what tools
he needed to work withal. Selim set forth to him that which he required, and the cook went out from him and presently returning, brought him all
he needed. So Selim sat and wrought at his craft; and he used every day to earn two dinars; and this was his wont and usance with the cook, whilst
the latter fed him not but half his fill..To his beloved one the lover's heart's inclined, iii. 22..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Eunuch Bekhit xxxix.? ? ? ? ?
Yea, to Baghdad I came, where rigour gave me chase And I was overthrown of cruelty and pride..Fortune its arrows all, through him I love, let fly,
iii. 31..The old man carried Tuhfeh up [to the dais and seated her] on a chair of gold beside the throne, whilst she was amazed at that which she saw
in that place and magnified her Lord (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) and hallowed Him. Then the kings of the Jinn came up to the
throne and seated themselves thereon; and they were in the semblance of mortals, excepting two of them, who were in the semblance of the Jinn,
with eyes slit endlong and jutting horns and projecting tusks. After this there came up a young lady, fair of favour and pleasant of parts; the light of
her face outshone that of the flambeaux, and about her were other three women, than whom there were no fairer on the face of the earth. They
saluted Tuhfeh and she rose to them and kissed the earth before them; whereupon they embraced her and sat down on the chairs aforesaid..Rich
Man and his Wasteful Son, The, i. 252..Here the treasure-seeker brought out a book and reading therein, dug in the crest of the mountain five cubits
deep, whereupon there appeared to him a stone. He pulled it up and behold, it was a trap-door covering the mouth of a pit. So he waited till the
[foul] air was come forth from the midst of the pit, when he bound a rope about the boy's middle and let him down to the bottom, and with him a
lighted flambeau. The boy looked and beheld, at the upper end of the pit, wealth galore; so the treasure-seeker let down a rope and a basket and the
boy fell to filling and the man to drawing up, till the latter had gotten his sufficiency, when he loaded his beasts and did his occasion, whilst the boy
looked for him to let down to him the rope and draw him up; but he rolled a great stone to the mouth of the pit and went away..Officer's Story, the
Eighth, ii. 155..When Er Razi heard this, he said, 'Yonder wittol lusteth after my wife; but I will do him a mischief.' Then he rushed in upon them,
and when El Merouzi saw him, he marvelled at him and said to him, 'How didst thou make thine escape?' So he told him the trick he had played
and they abode talking of that which they had collected from the folk [by way of alms], and indeed they had gotten great store of money. Then said
El Merouzi, 'Verily, mine absence hath been prolonged and fain would I return to my own country.' Quoth Er Rasi,' As thou wilt;' and the other
said, 'Let us divide the money we have gotten and do thou go with me to my country, so I may show thee my tricks and my fashions.' 'Come
to-morrow,' replied Er Razi, 'and we will divide the money.'.There was once a man hight Khelbes, who was a lewd fellow, a calamity, notorious for
this fashion, and he had a fair wife, renowned for beauty and loveliness. A man of his townsfolk fell in love with her and she also loved him. Now
Khelbes was a crafty fellow and full of tricks, and there was in his neighbourhood a learned man, to whom the folk used to resort every day and he
told them stories and admonished them [with moral instances]; and Khelbes was wont to be present in his assembly, for the sake of making a show
before the folk..? ? ? ? ? k. The Blind Man and the Cripple dccccx.Clemency, Of, i. 120..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Chief of the Boulac Police
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dcv.101. The Adventures of Quicksilver Ali of Cairo dcclxvi.The young man marvelled at his story and lay the night with him; and when he arose
in the morning, he found his strays. So he took them and returning [to his family.], acquainted them with what he had seen and that which had
betided him. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more marvellous or rarer than the story of the king who lost kingdom and wealth and wife and children
and God restored them unto him and requited him with a kingdom more magnificent than that which he had lost and goodlier and rarer and greater
of wealth and elevation.".All intercessions come and all alike do ill succeed, ii. 218..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ee. Story of the Barber's Fifth Brother
clx.When the Baghdadis saw this succour that had betided them against their enemies [and the victory that El Abbas had gotten them], they turned
back and gathering together the spoils [of the defeated host], arms and treasures and horses, returned to Baghdad, victorious, and all by the valour
of El Abbas. As for Saad, he foregathered with the prince, and they fared on in company till they came to the place where El Abbas had taken
horse, whereupon the latter dismounted from his charger and Saad said to him, "O youth, wherefore alightest thou in other than thy place? Indeed,
thy due is incumbent upon us and upon our Sultan; so go thou with us to the dwellings, that we may ransom thee with our souls." "O Amir Saad,"
replied El Abbas, "from this place I took horse with thee and herein is my lodging. So, God on thee, name me not to the king, but make as if thou
hadst never seen me, for that I am a stranger in the land.".? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Chief of the New Cairo Police dciv.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the
Enchanted Youth xxi.When the night darkened on her, she called him to mind and her heart clave to him and sleep visited her not; and on this wise
she abode days and nights, till she sickened and abstained from food. So her lord went in to her and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, how findest thou
thyself?" "O my lord," answered she, "I am dead without recourse and I beseech thee to bring me my shroud, so I may look on it before my death."
Therewithal he went out from her, sore concerned for her, and betook himself to a friend of his, a draper, who had been present on the day when the
damsel was cried [for sale]. Quoth his friend to him, "Why do I see thee troubled?" And he answered, "Sitt el Milah is at the point of death and
these three days she hath neither eaten nor drunken. I questioned her to-day of her case and she said, 'O my lord, buy me a shroud, so I may look on
it before my death.'" Quoth the draper, "Methinks nought ails her but that she is enamoured of the young Damascene and I counsel thee to mention
his name to her and avouch to her that he hath foregathered with thee on her account and is desirous of coming to thy house, so he may hear
somewhat of her singing. If she say, 'I reck not of him, for there is that to do with me which distracteth me from the Damascene and from other
than he,' know that she saith sooth concerning her sickness; but, if she say to thee other than this, acquaint me therewith.'".Then he lighted him
three candles and three lamps and spreading the drinking-cloth, brought clarified wine, limpid, old and fragrant, the scent whereof was as that of
virgin musk. He filled the first cup and saying, "O my boon-companion, by thy leave, be ceremony laid aside between us! I am thy slave; may I not
be afflicted with thy loss!" drank it off and filled a second cup, which he handed to the Khalif, with a reverence. His fashion pleased the Khalif and
the goodliness of his speech and he said in himself, "By Allah, I will assuredly requite him for this!" Then Aboulhusn filled the cup again and
handed it to the Khalif, reciting the following verses:
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