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When they reached the city, the king heard of their coming and commanded that they should attend him with what befitted [of their merchandise].
So they presented themselves before him, [and the boy with them,] whom when the king saw, he said to them, "To whom belongeth this boy?" And
they answered, "O king, we were going in such a road, when there came out upon us a sort of robbers; so we made war upon them and overcame
them and took this boy prisoner. Then we questioned him, saying, 'Who is thy father?' and he answered, 'I am the captain's son of the thieves.'"
Quoth the king, "I would fain have this boy." And the captain of the caravan said, "God maketh thee gift of him, O king of the age, and we all are
thy slaves." Then the king dismissed [the people of] the caravan and let carry the youth into his palace and he became as one of the servants, what
while his father the king knew not that he was his son. As time went on, the king observed in him good breeding and understanding and knowledge
(100) galore and he pleased him; so he committed his treasuries to his charge and straitened the viziers' hand therefrom, commanding that nought
should be taken forth therefrom except by leave of the youth. On this wise he abode a number of years and the king saw in him nought but fidelity
and studiousness in well-doing..? ? ? ? ? l. The Twelfth Officer's Story dccccxxxix.? ? ? ? ? She comes in a robe the colour of ultramarine, Blue as
the stainless sky, unflecked with white;.So Aamir took the water-skin and made for the water; but, when he came to the well, behold, two young
men with gazelles, and when they saw him, they said to him, "Whither wilt thou, O youth, and of which of the Arabs art thou?" "Harkye, lads,"
answered he, "fill me my water-skin, for that I am a stranger man and a wayfarer and I have a comrade who awaiteth me." Quoth they, "Thou art no
wayfarer, but a spy from El Akil's camp." Then they took him and carried him to [their king] Zuheir ben Shebib; and when he came before him, he
said to him, "Of which of the Arabs art thou?" Quoth Aamir, "I am a wayfarer." And Zuheir said, "Whence comest thou and whither wilt thou?" "I
am on my way to Akil," answered Aamir. When he named Akil, those who were present were agitated; but Zuheir signed to them with his eyes and
said to him, "What is thine errand with Akil?" Quoth he, "We would fain see him, my friend and I.".The End..God keep the days of love-delight!
How passing sweet they were! ii. 96.So saying, he took leave of the woman and her husband and set out, intending for Akil, his father's brother's
son. Now there was between Baghdad and Akil's abiding-place forty days' journey; so El Abbas settled himself on the back of his courser and his
servant Aamir mounted also and they fared forth on their way. Presently, El Abbas turned right and left and recited the following verses:.So the
youth obeyed his father's commandment and taking him, carried him to the slave-dealer and said to the latter, 'Sell me this old man.' Quoth the
dealer, 'Who will buy this fellow, and he a man of fourscore?' Then said he to the king, 'In what crafts dost thou excel?' Quoth he, 'I know the
quintessence of jewels and I know the quintessence of horses and that of men; brief, I know the quintessence of all things.' So the dealer took him
and went about, offering him for sale to the folk; but none would buy. Presently, up came the overseer of the [Sultan's] kitchen and said, 'What is
this man?' And the dealer answered, 'This is a slave for sale.' The cook marvelled at this and bought the king for ten thousand dirhems, after
questioning him of what he could do. Then he paid down the money and carried him to his house, but dared not employ him in aught of service; so
he appointed him an allowance, such as should suffice for his livelihood, and repented him of having bought him, saying, 'What shall I do with the
like of this fellow?'.Then said she to him, "O chief of the kings, the wise say, 'The kingship is a building, whereof the troops are the foundation,'
and whenas the foundation is strong, the building endureth; wherefore it behoveth the king to strengthen the foundation, for that they say, 'Whenas
the foundation is weak, the building falleth.' On like wise it behoveth the king to care for his troops and do justice among his subjects, even as the
owner of the garden careth for his trees and cutteth away the weeds that have no profit in them; and so it behoveth the king to look into the affairs
of his subjects and fend off oppression from them. As for thee, O king," continued Shehrzad, "it behoveth thee that thy vizier be virtuous and
versed in the knowledge of the affairs of the folk and the common people; and indeed God the Most High hath named his name (166) in the history
of Moses (on whom be peace!) whenas He saith, [Quoth Moses] 'And make me a vizier of my people, Aaron [my brother]. (167) Could a vizier
have been dispensed withal, Moses ben Imran had been worthier [than any of this dispensation]. (168).[Aforetime] I journeyed in [many] lands and
climes and towns and visited the great cities and traversed the ways and [exposed myself to] dangers and hardships. Towards the last of my life, I
entered a city [of the cities of China], (155) wherein was a king of the Chosroes and the Tubbas (156) and the Caesars. (157) Now that city had
been peopled with its inhabitants by means of justice and equitable dealing; but its [then] king was a tyrant, who despoiled souls and [did away]
lives; there was no wanning oneself at his fire, (158) for that indeed he oppressed the true believers and wasted the lands. Now he had a younger
brother, who was [king] in Samarcand of the Persians, and the two kings abode a while of time, each in his own city and place, till they yearned
unto each other and the elder king despatched his vizier in quest of his younger brother..There came one day an old woman [to the stuff-market],
with a casket of precious workmanship, containing trinkets, and she was accompanied by a damsel great with child. The old woman sat down at the
shop of a draper and giving him to know that the damsel was with child by the prefect of police of the city, took of him, on credit, stuffs to the
value of a thousand dinars and deposited with him the casket as security. [She opened the casket and] showed him that which was therein; and he
found it full of trinkets [apparently] of price; [so he trusted her with the goods] and she took leave of him and carrying the stuffs to the damsel, who
was with her, [went her way]. Then the old woman was absent from him a great while, and when her absence was prolonged, the draper despaired
of her; so he went up to the prefect's house and enquired of the woman of his household, [who had taken his stuffs on credit;] but could get no
tidings of her nor lit on aught of her trace..'Thou liest, O accursed one,' cried the king and bade lay hands on him and clap him in irons. Then he
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turned to the two youths, his sons, and strained them to his breast, weeping sore and saying, 'O all ye who are present of cadis and assessors and
officers of state, know that these twain are my sons and that this is my wife and the daughter of my father's brother; for that I was king aforetime in
such a region.' And he recounted to them his history from beginning to end, nor is there aught of profit in repetition; whereupon the folk cried out
with weeping and lamentation for the stress of that which they heard of marvellous chances and that rare story. As for the king's wife, he caused
carry her into his palace and lavished upon her and upon her sons all that behoved and beseemed them of bounties, whilst the folk flocked to offer
up prayers for him and give him joy of [his reunion with] his wife and children..When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and bade
him tell the story of the King of Hind and his vizier. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king of august lineage, that.32. The Khalif
Hisham and the Arab Youth dxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? I swear by his life, yea, I swear by the life of my love without peer, To please him or save him from
hurt, I'd enter the fire without fear!.But she said, 'There is a thing wherewith we will make her confess, and all that is in her heart shall be
discovered to thee.' 'What is that?' asked the king, and she answered, 'I will bring thee a hoopoe's heart, (138) which, when she sleepeth, do thou lay
upon her heart and question her of all thou wilt, and she will discover this unto thee and show forth the truth to thee." The king rejoiced in this and
said to his nurse, 'Hasten and let none know of thee.' So she arose and going in to the queen, said to her, 'I have done thine occasion and it is on this
wise. This night the king will come in to thee and do thou feign thyself asleep; and if he ask thee of aught, do thou answer him, as if in thy sleep.'
The queen thanked her and the old woman went away and fetching the hoopoe's heart, gave it to the king..EL HEJJAJ AND THE THREE YOUNG
MEN. (69).25. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin cclxxi.? ? ? ? ? But deemed yourself secure from every changing chance Nor recked the ebb and
flow of Fortune's treacherous tide..As for King Shehriyar, he marvelled at Shehrzad with the utmost wonder and drew her near to his heart, of his
much love for her; and she was magnified in his eyes and he said in himself, "By Allah, the like of this woman is not deserving of slaughter, for
indeed the time affordeth not her like. By Allah, I have been heedless of mine affair, and had not God overcome me with His mercy and put this
woman at my service, so she might adduce to me manifest instances and truthful cases and goodly admonitions and edifying traits, such as should
restore me to the [right] road, [I had come to perdition!]. Wherefore to God be the praise for this and I beseech Him to make my end with her like
unto that of the vizier and Shah Bekht." Then sleep overcame the king and glory be unto Him who sleepeth not!.Dethroned King whose Kingdom
and Good were restored to him, The, i. 285..Now this present was a horse worth ten thousand dinars and all its housings and trappings of gold set
with jewels, and a book and five different kinds of suits of apparel and an hundred pieces of fine white linen cloths of Egypt and silks of Suez and
Cufa and Alexandria and a crimson carpet and another of Tebaristan (217) make and an hundred pieces of cloth of silk and flax mingled and a
goblet of glass of the time of the Pharaohs, a finger-breadth thick and a span wide, amiddleward which was the figure of a lion and before him an
archer kneeling, with his arrow drawn to the head, and the table of Solomon son of David, (218) on whom be peace; and the contents of the letter
were as follows: 'From the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, unto whom and to his forefathers (on whom be peace) God hath vouchsafed the rank of the
noble and exceeding glory, to the august, God-aided Sultan, greeting. Thy letter hath reached us and we rejoiced therein and have sent thee the
book [called] "The Divan of Hearts and the Garden of Wits," of the translation whereof when thou hast taken cognizance, its excellence will be
established in thine eyes; and the superscription of this book we have made unto thee. Moreover, we send thee divers other kingly presents; (219)
so do thou favour us by accepting them, and peace be on thee!'.Then she changed the measure and improvised the following:.? ? ? ? ? The curtain
of delight, perforce, we've lifted through the friend, (143) For tidings of great joy, indeed, there came to us of late..When the two kings saw that
woman's fashion and how she circumvented the Afrit, who had lodged her at the bottom of the sea, they turned back to their kingdoms and the
younger betook himself to Samarcand, whilst the elder returned to China and established unto himself a custom in the slaughter of women, to wit,
his vizier used to bring him a girl every night, with whom he lay that night, and when he arose in the morning, he gave her to the vizier and bade
him put her to death. On this wise he abode a great while, whilst the people murmured and the creatures [of God] were destroyed and the commons
cried out by reason of that grievous affair whereinto they were fallen and feared the wrath of God the Most High, dreading lest He should destroy
them by means of this. Still the king persisted in that fashion and in that his blameworthy intent of the killing of women and the despoilment of the
curtained ones, (159) wherefore the girls sought succour of God the Most High and complained to Him of the tyranny of the king and of his
oppressive dealing with them..As for Firouz, when he went forth from his house, he sought the letter, but found it not; so he returned home. Now
his return fell in with the king's going forth and he found the latter's sandal in his house, whereat his wit was dazed and he knew that the king had
not sent him away but for a purpose of his own. However, he held his peace and spoke not a word, but, taking the letter, went on his errand and
accomplished it and returned to the king, who gave him a hundred dinars. So Firouz betook himself to the market and bought what beseemeth
women of goodly gifts and returning to his wife, saluted her and gave her all that he had brought and said to her, "Arise [go] to thy father's house."
"Wherefore?" asked she, and he said, "Verily, the king hath been bountiful to me and I would have thee show forth this, so thy father may rejoice in
that which he seeth upon thee." "With all my heart," answered she and arising forthright, betook herself to the house of her father, who rejoiced in
her coming and in that which he saw upon her; and she abode with him a month's space, and her husband made no mention of her..57. Werdan the
Butcher's Adventure with the Lady and the Bear cccliii.When the vizier came to the King of Samarcand [and acquainted him with his errand], he
submitted himself to the commandment [of his brother and made answer] with 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then he equipped himself and made
ready for the journey and brought forth his tents and pavilions. A while after midnight, he went in to his wife, that he might take leave of her, and
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found with her a strange man, sleeping with her in one bed. So he slew them both and dragging them out by the feet, cast them away and set forth
incontinent on his journey. When he came to his brother's court, the latter rejoiced in him with an exceeding joy and lodged him in the pavilion of
entertainment, [to wit, the guest-house,] beside his own palace. Now this pavilion overlooked a garden belonging to the elder king and there the
younger brother abode with him some days. Then he called to mind that which his wife had done with him and remembered him of her slaughter
and bethought him how he was a king, yet was not exempt from the vicissitudes of fortune; and this wrought upon him with an exceeding despite,
so that it caused him abstain from meat and drink, or, if he ate anything, it profited him not..So Kemeriyeh cried out to an Afrit of the Afrits and a
calamity of the calamities, (240) by name El Ased et Teyyar, (241) and said to him, 'Go with my message to the Crescent Mountain, the
abiding-place of Meimoun the Sworder, and enter in to him and salute him in my name and say to him, "How canst thou be assured for thyself, O
Meimoun? (242) Couldst thou find none on whom to vent thy drunken humour and whom to maltreat save Tuhfeh, more by token that she is a
queen? But thou art excused, for that thou didst this not but of thine intoxication, and the Shekh Aboultawaif pardoneth thee, for that thou wast
drunken. Indeed, thou hast outraged his honour; but now restore her to her palace, for that she hath done well and favoured us and done us service,
and thou knowest that she is presently our queen. Belike she may bespeak Queen Es Shuhba, whereupon the matter will be aggravated and that
wherein there is no good will betide. Indeed, thou wilt get no tittle of profit [from this thine enterprise]; verily, I give thee good counsel, and so
peace be on thee!"'.The old man kissed his hand and went away; whereupon quoth Er Reshid to him, 'O Ishac, who is yonder man and what is his
occasion?' 'O my lord,' answered the other, 'this is a man called Said the Slave-dealer, and he it is who buyeth us slave-girls and mamelukes. (169)
He avoucheth that with him is a fair [slave-girl, a] lutanist, whom he hath withheld from sale, for that he could not fairly sell her till he had shown
her to me.' 'Let us go to him,' said the Khalif,'so we may look on her, by way of diversion, and see what is in the slave-dealer's barrack of
slave-girls.' And Ishac answered, 'Commandment belongeth to God and to the Commander of the Faithful.' Then he went on before them and they
followed in his track till they came to the slave-dealer's barrack and found it high of building and spacious of continence, with sleeping-cells and
chambers therein, after the number of the slave-girls, and folk sitting upon the benches..?Story of King Ibrahim and His Son..Conclusion..Destiny,
Of, i. 136..Now the king was leaning back; so he sat up and said, 'Tell me of this.' 'It is well,' answered the tither. 'I go to the man whom I purpose
to tithe and circumvent him and feign to be occupied with certain business, so that I seclude myself therewith from the folk; and meanwhile the
man is squeezed after the foulest fashion, till nothing is left him. Then I appear and they come in to me and questions befall concerning him and I
say, "Indeed, I was ordered worse than this, for some one (may God curse him!) hath slandered him to the king." Then I take half of his good and
return him the rest publicly before the folk and send him away to his house, in all honour and worship, and he causeth the money returned to be
carried before him, whilst he and all who are with him call down blessings on me. So is it published in the city that I have returned him his money
and he himself saith the like, so he may have a claim on me for the favour due to whoso praiseth me. Then I feign to forget him till some time (242)
hath passed over him, when I send for him and recall to him somewhat of that which hath befallen aforetime and demand [of him] somewhat
privily. So he doth this and hasteneth to his dwelling and sendeth what I bid him, with a glad heart. Then I send to another man, between whom and
the other is enmity, and lay hands upon him and feign to the first man that it is he who hath traduced him to the king and taken the half of his good;
and the people praise me.' (243).One of the good-for-noughts found himself one day without aught and the world was straitened upon him and his
patience failed; so he lay down to sleep and gave not over sleeping till the sun burnt him and the foam came out upon his mouth, whereupon he
arose, and he was penniless and had not so much as one dirhem. Presently, he came to the shop of a cook, who had set up therein his pans (9) [over
the fire] and wiped his scales and washed his saucers and swept his shop and sprinkled it; and indeed his oils (10) were clear (11) and his spices
fragrant and he himself stood behind his cooking-pots [waiting for custom]. So the lackpenny went up to him and saluting him, said to him, 'Weigh
me half a dirhem's worth of meat and a quarter of a dirhem's worth of kouskoussou (12) and the like of bread.' So the cook weighed out to him [that
which he sought] and the lackpenny entered the shop, whereupon the cook set the food before him and he ate till he had gobbled up the whole and
licked the saucers and abode perplexed, knowing not how he should do with the cook concerning the price of that which he had eaten and turning
his eyes about upon everything in the shop..? ? ? ? ? And on their saddles perched are warriors richly clad, That with their hands do smite on
kettle-drums amain..16. Uns el Wujoud and the Vizier's Daughter Rose- in-bud cccxli.?STORY OF THE JOURNEYMAN AND THE
GIRL..Clemency, Of, i. 120..One day, as I was thus feigning sleep, I felt a hand in my lap, and in it a magnificent purse. So I seized the hand and
behold, it was that of a fair woman. Quoth I to her, "O my lady, who art thou?" And she said, "Rise [and come away] from here, that I may make
myself known to thee." So I arose and following her, fared on, without tarrying, till she stopped at the door of a lofty house, whereupon quoth I to
her,"O my lady, who art thou? Indeed, thou hast done me kindness, and what is the reason of this?" "By Allah," answered she, "O Captain Mum, I
am a woman on whom desire and longing are sore for the love of the daughter of the Cadi Amin el Hukm. Now there was between us what was and
the love of her fell upon my heart and I agreed with her upon meeting, according to possibility and convenience. But her father Amin el Hukm took
her and went away, and my heart cleaveth to her and love-longing and distraction are sore upon me on her account.".113. The Angel of Death with
the Proud King and the Devout Man cccclxii.When the dead man found himself alone, he sprang up, as he were a Satan, and donning the washer's
clothes, (39) took the bowls and water-can and wrapped them up in the napkins. Then be took his shroud under his arm and went out. The
doorkeepers thought that he was the washer and said to him, 'Hast thou made an end of the washing, so we may tell the Amir?' 'Yes,' answered the
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sharper and made off to his lodging, where he found El Merouzi soliciting his wife and saying to her, 'Nay, by thy life, thou wilt never again look
upon his face; for that by this time he is buried. I myself escaped not from them but after travail and trouble, and if he speak, they will put him to
death.' Quoth she, 'And what wilt thou have of me?' 'Accomplish my desire of thee,' answered he, 'and heal my disorder, for I am better than thy
husband.' And he fell a-toying with her..So he took a belt, wherein were a thousand dinars, and binding it about his middle, entered the city and
gave not over going round about its streets and markets and gazing upon its houses and sitting with those of its folk whose aspect bespoke them
men of worth, till the day was half spent, when he resolved to return to his sister and said in himself, 'Needs must I buy what we may eat of
ready-[dressed] food] I and my sister.' Accordingly, he accosted a man who sold roast meat and who was clean [of person], though odious in his
[means of getting a] living, and said to him, 'Take the price of this dish [of meat] and add thereto of fowls and chickens and what not else is in your
market of meats and sweetmeats and bread and arrange it in dishes.' So the cook set apart for him what he desired and calling a porter, laid it in his
basket, and Selim paid the cook the price of his wares, after the fullest fashion..As for the vizier, the sultan discovereth unto him his affairs, private
and public; and know, O king, that the similitude of thee with the people is that of the physician with the sick man; and the condition (169) of the
vizier is that he be truthful in his sayings, trustworthy in all his relations, abounding in compassion for the folk and in tender solicitude over them.
Indeed, it is said, O king, that good troops (170) are like the druggist; if his perfumes reach thee not, thou still smallest the sweet scent of them; and
ill troops are like the black-smith; if his sparks burn thee not, thou smellest his nauseous smell. So it behoveth thee take unto thyself a virtuous
vizier, a man of good counsel, even as thou takest unto thee a wife displayed before thy face, for that thou hast need of the man's righteousness for
thine own amendment, (171) seeing that, if thou do righteously, the commons will do likewise, and if thou do evil, they also will do evil.".Then
said she to him, "O my son, was there any one with thee yesternight?" And he bethought himself and said, "Yes; one lay the night with me and I
acquainted him with my case and told him my story. Doubtless, he was from the Devil, and I, O my mother, even as thou sayst truly, am
Aboulhusn el Khelia." "O my son," rejoined she, "rejoice in tidings of all good, for yesterday's record is that there came the Vivier Jaafer the
Barmecide [and his company] and beat the sheikhs of the mosque and the Imam, each four hundred lashes; after which they paraded them about the
city, making proclamation before them and saying, 'This is the reward and the least of the reward of whoso lacketh of goodwill to his neighbours
and troubleth on them their lives!' and banished them from Baghdad. Moreover, the Khalif sent me a hundred dinars and sent to salute me."
Whereupon Aboulhusn cried out and said to her, "O old woman of ill-omen, wilt thou contradict me and tell me that I am not the Commander of
the Faithful? It was I who commanded Jaafer the Barmecide to beat the sheikhs and parade them about the city and make proclamation before them
and who sent thee the hundred dinars and sent to salute thee, and I, O beldam of ill-luck, am in very deed the Commander of the Faithful, and thou
art a liar, who would make me out a dotard.".Draper's Wife, The Old Woman and the, ii. 55..Then he gave me the present and letter and money for
my expenses. So I kissed his hand and going out from before him, repaired to the sea-coast, where I took ship with many other merchants and we
sailed days and nights, till, after a prosperous voyage, God vouchsafed us a safe arrival at the island of Serendib. We landed and went up to the city,
where I carried the letter and present to the king and kissing the earth fell [prostrate before him], invoking blessings on him. When he saw me,
'Welcome to thee, O Sindbad!' quoth he. 'By the Most Great God, we have longed for thy sight and the day is blessed on which we behold thee
once more.' Then he took my hand and seating me by his side, welcomed me and entreated me friendly and rejoiced in me with an exceeding joy;
after which he fell to conversing with me and caressing me and said, 'What brings thee to us, O Sindbad?' I kissed his hand and thanking him, said,
'O my lord, I bring thee a present and a letter from my lord the Khalif Haroun er Reshid.' Then I brought out to him the present and the letter and he
read the latter and accepted the former, rejoicing therein with an exceeding joy..56. The Ruined Man who became Rich again through a Dream
dcxliv.40. Jaafer ben Yehya and Abdulmelik ben Salih dlxv.23. Er Reshid and the Woman of the Barmecides ccccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story
of the Barber's Fourth Brother clii.When the morning morrowed, the first who presented himself before the Amir was the Cadi Amin el Hukm,
leaning on two of his black slaves; and he was crying out and calling [on God] for aid and saying, "O crafty and perfidious Amir, thou depositedst
with me a woman [yesternight] and broughtest her into my house and my dwelling-place, and she arose [in the night] and took from me the good of
the little orphans, (96) six great bags, [containing each a thousand dinars, (97) and made off;] but as for me, I will say no more to thee except in the
Sultan's presence." (98) When the Master of the Police heard these words, he was troubled and rose and sat down; then he took the Cadi and seating
him by his side, soothed him and exhorted him to patience, till he had made an end of talk, when he turned to the officers and questioned them.
They fixed the affair on me and said, "We know nothing of this affair but from Captain Muineddin." So the Cadi turned to me and said, "Thou wast
of accord with this woman, for she said she came from the Citadel.".The vizier's story pleased King Shah Bekht and his heart clave to the story of
the merchant and the old woman; so he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his lodging, and he went away to his house and abode there the next
day..Sons, The Merchant and his, i. 81..? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlix.After that, there appeared a queen, never saw eyes a
goodlier than she nor than her attributes; she was clad in rich raiment, embroidered with pearls and jewels, and on her head was a crown set with
various kinds of pearls and jewels. About her were five hundred slave-girls, high-bosomed maids, as they were moons, screening her, right and left,
and she among them as she were the moon on the night of its full, for that she was the most of them in majesty and dignity. She gave not over
walking, till she came to Tuhfeh, whom she found gazing on her in amazement; and when the latter saw her turn to her, she rose to her, standing on
her feet, and saluted her and kissed the earth before her..? ? ? ? ? And if into the briny sea one day she chanced to spit, Assuredly the salt sea's
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floods straight fresh and sweet would grow..It is said that, when the Khalifate devolved on Omar ben Abdulaziz (42) (of whom God accept), the
poets [of the time] resorted to him, as they had been used to resort to the Khalifs before him, and abode at his door days and days, but he gave them
not leave to enter, till there came to Omar Adi ben Artah, (43) who stood high in esteem with him. Jerir (44) accosted him and begged him to crave
admission for them [to the Khalif]. "It is well," answered Adi and going in to Omar, said to him, "The poets are at thy door and have been there
days and days; yet hast thou not given them leave to enter, albeit their sayings are abiding (45) and their arrows go straight to the mark." Quoth
Omar, "What have I to do with the poets?" And Adi answered, saying, "O Commander of the Faithful, the Prophet (whom God bless and preserve)
was praised [by a poet] and gave [him largesse,] and therein (46) is an exemplar to every Muslim." Quoth Omar, "And who praised him?" "Abbas
ben Mirdas (47) praised him," replied Adi, "and he clad him with a suit and said, 'O Bilal, (48) cut off from me his tongue!'" "Dost thou remember
what he said?" asked the Khalif; and Adi said, "Yes." "Then repeat it," rejoined Omar. So Adi recited the following verses:.Firouz and his Wife, i.
209..El Abbas from Akil his stead is come again, iii. 108..There was once a king of the kings of the earth, who dwelt in a populous (236) city,
abounding in good; but he oppressed its people and used them foully, so that he ruined (237) the city; and he was named none other than tyrant and
misdoer. Now he was wont, whenas he heard of a masterful man (238) in another land, to send after him and tempt him with money to take service
with him; and there was a certain tither, who exceeded all his brethren in oppression of the people and foulness of dealing. So the king sent after
him and when he stood before him, he found him a mighty man (239) and said to him, 'Thou hast been praised to me, but meseemeth thou
overpassest the description. Set out to me somewhat of thy sayings and doings, so I may be dispensed therewith from [enquiring into] all thy
circumstance.' 'With all my heart,' answered the other. 'Know, O king, that I oppress the folk and people (240) the land, whilst other than I wasteth
(241) it and peopleth it not.'.Eighth Officer's Story, The, ii. 155..142. El Asmai and the three Girls of Bassora dclxxxvi.The old woman received the
alms from her and carrying it to Selim, took part thereof herself and with the rest bought him an old shirt, in which she clad him, after she had
stripped him of that he had on. Then she threw away the gown she had taken from off him and arising forthright, washed his body of that which
was thereon of filth and scented him with somewhat of perfume. Moreover, she bought him chickens and made him broth; so he ate and his life
returned to him and he abode with her on the most solaceful of life till the morrow..? ? ? ? ? And aloes-wood, to boot, he brought and caskets full of
pearls And priceless rubies and the like of costly gems and bright;.Then he called for a chest and bringing out thence a necklace of Greek
handiwork, worth a thousand dinars, wrapped it in a mantle of green silk, set with pearls and jewels and inwrought with red gold, and joined thereto
two caskets of musk and ambergris. Moreover, he put off upon the girl a mantle of Greek silk, striped with gold, wherein were divers figures and
semblants depictured, never saw eyes its like. Therewithal the girl's wit fled for joy and she went forth from his presence and returned to her
mistress. When she came in to her, she acquainted her with that which she had seen of El Abbas and that which was with him of servants and
attendants and [set out to her] the loftiness of his station and gave her that which was with her..'Well done, O damsel!' cried Ishac. 'By Allah, this is
a fair hour!' Whereupon she rose and kissed his hand, saying, 'O my lord, the hands stand still in thy presence and the tongues at thy sight, and the
eloquent before thee are dumb; but thou art the looser of the veil.' (171) Then she clung to him and said, 'Stand.' So he stood and said to her, 'Who
art thou and what is thy need?' She raised a corner of the veil, and he beheld a damsel as she were the rising full moon or the glancing lightning,
with two side locks of hair that fell down to her anklets. She kissed his hand and said to him, 'O my lord, know that I have been in this barrack
these five months, during which time I have been withheld (172) from sale till thou shouldst be present [and see me]; and yonder slave-dealer still
made thy coming a pretext to me (173) and forbade me, for all I sought of him night and day that he should cause thee come hither and vouchsafe
me thy presence and bring me and thee together.' Quoth Ishac, 'Say what thou wouldst have.' And she answered, 'I beseech thee, by God the Most
High, that thou buy me, so I may be with thee, by way of service.' 'Is that thy desire?' asked he, and she replied, ' Yes.'.The eunuch thanked him and
blessed him and mounting, returned upon his way, following the trace, whilst the cavalier rode with him to a certain road, when he said to him,
'This is where we left him.' Then he took leave of him and returned to his own city, whilst the eunuch fared on along the road, enquiring of the
youth in every village he entered by the description which the cavalier had given him, and he ceased not to do thus till he came to the village where
the young Melik Shah was. So he entered and lighting down therein, made enquiry after the prince, but none gave him news of him; whereat he
abode perplexed concerning his affair and addressed himself to depart. Accordingly he mounted his horse [and set out homeward]; but, as he
passed through the village, he saw a cow bound with a rope and a youth asleep by her side, with the end of the halter in his hand; so he looked at
him and passed on and took no heed of him in his heart; but presently he stopped and said in himself; 'If he of whom I am in quest be come to the
like [of the condition] of yonder sleeping youth, by whom I passed but now, how shall I know him? Alas, the length of my travail and weariness!
How shall I go about in quest of a wight whom I know not and whom, if I saw him face to face, I should not know?'.? ? ? ? ? h. Ilan Shah and Abou
Temam cccclxvi.Say, by the lightnings of thy teeth and thy soul's pure desire, iii. 19..There abode once, of old days and in bygone ages and times,
in the city of Baghdad, the Abode of Peace, the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, and he had boon-companions and story-tellers, to entertain him by night
Among his boon-companions was a man called Abdallah ben Nan, who was high in favour with him and dear unto him, so that he was not forgetful
of him a single hour. Now it befell, by the ordinance of destiny, that it became manifest to Abdallah that he was grown of little account with the
Khalif and that he paid no heed unto him; nor, if he absented himself, did he enquire concerning him, as had been his wont. This was grievous to
Abdallah and he said in himself, "Verily, the heart of the Commander of the Faithful and his fashions are changed towards me and nevermore shall
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I get of him that cordiality wherewith he was wont to entreat me." And this was distressful to him and concern waxed upon him, so that he recited
the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? u. The Two Sharpers who cheated each his Fellow dccccxi.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's Story xxxvii.?STORY OF
THE OLD WOMAN AND THE DRAPER'S WIFE..When Hafizeh had made an end of her song, El Abbas said to her, "Well done! Indeed, thou
quickenest hearts from sorrows." Then he called another damsel of the daughters of the Medes, by name Merjaneh, and said to her, "O Merjaneh,
sing to me upon the days of separation." "Hearkening and obedience," answered she and improvising, sang the following verses:.64. Tht Vizier of
Yemen and his young Brother ccclxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Ye are the pleasaunce of my soul; or present though you be Or absent from me, still my heart and
thought with you remain..30. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin dxxxii.? ? ? ? ? But on no wise was I affrayed nor turned from love of her; So let
the railer rave of her henceforth his heart's content..55. The Ruined Man who became Rich again through a Dream cccli.? ? ? ? ? Pardon of God for
everything I crave, except thy love, For on the day of meeting Him, that will my good deed be..The crown of the flow'rets am I, in the chamber of
wine, ii. 224..? ? ? ? ? h. The Eighth Officer's Story dccccxxxv.Then they returned to Shehrzad and displayed her in the second dress. They clad her
in a dress of surpassing goodliness, and veiled her face to the eyes with her hair. Moreover, they let down her side locks and she was even as saith
of her one of her describers in the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Alack, my grief! Thou wast, indeed, grown absent from my yiew, Yet art the apple of
mine eye nor couldst from me divide..? ? ? ? ? r. The Heathcock and the Tortoises dcxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? So, by Allah, O richest of all men in charms,
Vouchsafe to a lover, who's bankrupt well-nigh.King Bekhtzeman, Story of, i. 115..? ? ? ? ? Beauty on his cheek hath written, "Blest be Allah, He
who created this enchanting wight!".When Belekhsha had made an end of her verses, all present were moved to delight and El Abbas said to her,
"Well done, O damsel!" Then he bade the fifth damsel come forward and sing. Now she was from the land of Syria and her name was Rihaneh; she
was surpassing of voice and when she appeared in an assembly, all eyes were fixed upon her. So she came forward and taking the rebeck (for that
she was used to play upon [all manner] instruments) improvised and sang the following verses:.After this the king sat, with his son by his side and
the viziers sitting before him, and summoned his chief officers and the folk of the city. Then the prince turned to the viziers and said to them, "See,
O wicked viziers, that which God hath done and the speedy [coming of] relief." But they answered not a word and the king said, "It sufficeth me
that there is nothing alive but rejoiceth with me this day, even to the birds in the sky, but ye, your breasts are straitened. Indeed, this is the greatest
of ill-will in you to me, and had I hearkened to you, my regret had been prolonged and I had died miserably of grief." "O my father," quoth the
prince, "but for the fairness of thy thought and thy judgment and thy longanimity and deliberation in affairs, there had not bedded thee this great
joyance. Hadst thou slain me in haste, repentance would have been sore on thee and long grief, and on this wise doth he who ensueth haste
repent.".159. The Man of Upper Egypt and his Frank Wife dcccxciv.When the queen heard the last of the talk, she said to the cook, 'The judgment
between you shall not be but in accordance with justice.' Then she dismissed all those who were present and turning to her brother, said to him,
'Indeed thy soothfastness is established with me and the truth of thy speech, and praised be God who hath brought about union between thee and
thy wife! So now begone with her to thy country and leave [seeking] thy sister Selma and depart in peace.' But Selim answered, saying, 'By Allah,
by the virtue of the All-knowing King, I will not turn back from seeking my sister till I die or find her, if it please God the Most High!' Then he
called his sister to mind and broke out with the following verses from a heart endolored, afflicted, disappointed, saying:."There was once a man, a
merchant, who was fortunate in trade, and at one time his [every] dirhem profited [him] fifty. Presently, his luck turned against him and he knew it
not; so he said in himself, 'I have wealth galore, yet do I weary myself and go round about from country to country; I were better abide in my own
country and rest myself in my house from this travail and affliction and sell and buy at home.' Then he made two parts of his money, with one
whereof he bought wheat in summer, saying, 'When the winter cometh, I will sell it at a great profit.' But, when the winter came, wheat became at
half the price for which he had bought it, whereat he was sore concerned and left it till the next year. However, next year, the price fell yet lower
and one of his friends said to him, 'Thou hast no luck in this wheat; so do thou sell it at whatsoever price.' Quoth the merchant, 'This long while
have I profited and it is allowable that I lose this time. God is all- knowing! If it abide [with me] half a score years, I will not sell it save at a
profit.'.?OF THE SPEEDY RELIEF OF GOD..? ? ? ? ? b. The Fakir and his Pot of Butter dcx.? ? ? ? ? God knows I ne'er recalled thy memory to
my thought, But still with brimming tears straightway mine eyes were fraught;.Trust in God, Of, 114..Then he braced up his courage and gathering
his skirts about him, threw himself into the water, and it bore him along with an exceeding might and carrying him under the earth, stayed not till it
brought him out into a deep valley, wherethrough ran a great river, that welled up from under the earth. When he found himself on the surface of
the earth, he abode perplexed and dazed all that day; after which he came to himself and rising, fared on along the valley, till he came to an
inhabited land and a great village in the dominions of the king his father. So he entered the village and foregathered with its inhabitants, who
questioned him of his case; whereupon he related to them his history and they marvelled at him, how God had delivered him from all this. Then he
took up his abode with them and they loved him exceedingly..? ? ? ? ? I am content, for him I love, to all abide; So, who will, let him blame, and
who will, let him chide..? ? ? ? ? I wept, but those who spied to part us had no ruth On me nor on the fires that in my vitals flare..? ? ? ? ? Tow'rds
El Akil my journey I take; to visit him, The wastes in praise and safety I traverse, without fear,.Therewith Nuzhet el Fuad rejoiced and said,
"Indeed, this is an excellent device." [Then Aboulhusn stretched himself out] forthright and she shut his eyes and tied his feet and covered him with
the kerchief and did what [else] her lord had bidden her; after which she rent her dress and uncovering her head, let down her hair and went in to
the Lady Zubeideh, crying out and weeping, When the princess saw her in this case, she said to her, "What plight is this [in which I see thee]? What
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is thy story and what maketh thee weep?" And Nuzhet el Fuad answered, weeping and crying out the while, "O my lady, may thy head live and
mayst thou survive Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead." The Lady Zubeideh mourned for him and said, "Alas for Aboulhusn el Khelia!" And she
wept for him awhile. Then she bade her treasuress give Nuzhet el Fuad a hundred dinars and a piece of silk and said to her, "O Nuzhet el Fuad, go,
lay him out and carry him forth.".Oft as my yearning waxeth, my heart consoleth me, ii. 228..? ? ? ? ? Thy haters say and those who malice to thee
bear A true word, profiting its hearers everywhere;."Except," continued the Khalif, "he were the enemy of God, he had wished for her in this world,
so he might after [repent and] return to righteous dealing. By Allah, he shall not come in to me! Who is at the door other than he?" Quoth Adi,
"Jemil ben Mamer el Udhri (51) is at the door;" and Omar said, "It is he who says in one of his odes" ... [And he recited the following:].? ? ? ? ? Lo
under my command the land of Yemen is And trenchant is my sword against the foe in fight..First Officer's Story, The, ii. 122..? ? ? ? ? I fear to be
seen in the air, Without my consent, unaware;.? ? ? ? ? I saw thee, O thou best of all the human race, display A book that came to teach the Truth to
those in error's way..Then the rest of the women of the palace came all to him and lifted him into a sitting posture, when he found himself upon a
couch, stuffed all with floss-silk and raised a cubit's height from the ground. (19) So they seated him upon it and propped him up with a pillow, and
he looked at the apartment and its greatness and saw those eunuchs and slave-girls in attendance upon him and at his head, whereat he laughed at
himself and said, "By Allah, it is not as I were on wake, and [yet] I am not asleep!" Then he arose and sat up, whilst the damsels laughed at him and
hid [their laughter] from him; and he was confounded in his wit and bit upon his finger. The bite hurt him and he cried "Oh!" and was vexed; and
the Khalif watched him, whence he saw him not, and laughed..When they heard me speak in Arabic, one of them came up to me and saluting me
[in that language], questioned me of my case. Quoth I, 'What [manner of men] are ye and what country is this?' 'O my brother,' answered he, 'we
are husbandmen and come to this river, to draw water, wherewithal to water our fields; and whilst we were thus engaged to-day, as of wont, this
boat appeared to us on the surface of the water, issuing from the inward of yonder mountain. So we came to it and finding thee asleep therein,
moored it to the shore, against thou shouldst awake. Acquaint us, therefore, with thy history and tell us how thou camest hither and whence thou
enteredst this river and what land is behind yonder mountain, for that we have never till now known any make his way thence to us.' But I said to
them, 'Give me somewhat to eat and after question me.' So they brought me food and I ate and my spirits revived and I was refreshed. Then I
related to them all that had befallen me, whereat they were amazed and confounded and said, 'By Allah, this is none other than a marvellous story,
and needs must we carry thee to our king, that thou mayst acquaint him therewith.' So they carried me before their king, and I kissed his hand and
saluted him..His father rejoiced in him with the utmost joy and his heart was solaced and he was glad; and he made banquets to the folk and clad
the poor and the widows. He named the boy Sidi (3) Noureddin Ali and reared him in fondness and delight among the slaves and servants. When
he came to seven years of age, his father put him to school, where he learned the sublime Koran and the arts of writing and reckoning: and when he
reached his tenth year, he learned horsemanship and archery and to occupy himself with arts and sciences of all kinds, part and parts. (4) He grew
up pleasant and subtle and goodly and lovesome, ravishing all who beheld him, and inclined to companying with brethren and comrades and
mixing with merchants and travellers. From these latter he heard tell of that which they had seen of the marvels of the cities in their travels and
heard them say, "He who leaveth not his native land diverteth not himself [with the sight of the marvels of the world,] and especially of the city of
Baghdad.".Meanwhile, when the thieves halted, one of them said to the others, 'Let us return and see;' and the captain said, 'This thing is impossible
of the dead: never heard we that they came to life on this wise. So let us return and take our good, for that the dead have no occasion for good.' And
they were divided in opinion as to returning: but [presently they came to a decision and] said, 'Indeed, our arms are gone and we cannot avail
against them and will not draw near the place where they are: only let one of us [go thither and] look at it, and if he hear no sound of them, let him
advertise us what we shall do.' So they agreed that they should send a man of them and assigned him [for this service] two parts [of the booty]..? ? ?
? ? The Merciful dyed me with that which I wear Of hues with whose goodliness none may compare..? ? ? ? ? My fortitude fails, my endeavour is
vain; My bosom is straitened. To Thee, I complain,.When the king heard this, he bowed [his head] in perplexity and confusion and said, "Carry him
back to the prison till the morrow, so we may look into his affair.".So he left him for dead and entering his brother's chamber, saw him asleep, with
the damsel by his side, and thought to slay her, but said in himself, 'I will leave the damsel for myself.' Then he went up to his brother and cutting
his throat, severed his head from his body, after which he left him and went away. Therewithal the world was straitened upon him and his life was a
light matter to him and he sought his father Suleiman Shah's lodging, that he might slay him, but could not win to him. So he went forth from the
palace and hid himself in the city till the morrow, when he repaired to one of his father's strengths and fortified himself therein..54. The Woman
whose Hands were cut off for Almsgiving dcxli.134. The Malice of Women dlxxviii.Sabir (Abou), Story of, i. 90..? ? ? ? ? My place is the place of
the fillet and pearls And the fair are most featly with jasmine bedight,.I blessed him and thanked him and abode with him in all honour and
consideration, till, after a little, the merchants came, even as he had said, and bought and sold and bartered; and when they were about to depart, my
master came to me and said, 'The merchants are about to depart; arise, that thou mayst go with them to thy country.' So I betook myself to the folk,
and behold, they had bought great store of elephants' bones and bound up their loads and embarked in the ship; and my master took passage for me
with them and paid my hire and all that was chargeable upon me. (220) Moreover, he gave me great store of goods and we set sail and passed from
island to island, till we traversed the sea and arrived at the port of our destination; whereupon the merchants brought out their goods and sold; and I
also brought out that which was with me and sold it at a good profit..Then he thrust his feet into boots and girt him with a sword and a girdle and
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bound about his middle a quiver and a bow and arrows. Moreover, he put money in his pocket and thrust into his sleeve letters-patent addressed to
the governor of Ispahan, bidding him assign to Rustem Khemartekeni a monthly allowance of a hundred dirhems and ten pounds of bread and five
pounds of meat and enrol him among the Turks under his commandment. Then he took him up and carrying him forth, left him in one of the
mosques..18. Ardeshir and Heyat en Nufous ccclxiv.? ? ? ? ? Of patience, thy whilom endearments again, That I never to any divulged, nor deny.?
? ? ? ? Yet shall thou suffer that which I from thee have borne And with love's woes thy heart shall yet be mortified..107. Abou Suweid and the
Handsome Old Woman ccccxxiii.Quoth En Numan, "What prompted thee to keep faith, the case being as thou sayest?" "O king," answered the
Arab, "it was my religion." And En Numan said, "What is thy religion?" "The Christian," replied the other. Quoth the king, "Expound it unto me."
[So the Tai expounded it to him] and En Numan became a Christian. (174).39. Abou Mohammed the Lazy dlviii.When the evening evened, the
king bade fetch the vizier and required of him the story of the journeyman and the girl. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O august
king, that.Presently up came the kings of the Jinn from every side and kissed the earth before the queen and stood in her service; and she thanked
them for this, but stirred not for one of them. Then came the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis (God curse him!) and kissed the earth before her, saying, 'O
my lady, may I not be bereft of these steps!' (229) O Sheikh Aboultawalf,' answered she, 'it behoveth thee to thank the bounty of the Lady Tuhfeh,
who was the cause of my coming.' 'True,' answered he and kissed the earth. Then the queen fared on [towards the palace] and there [arose and]
alighted upon the trees an hundred thousand birds of various colours. Quoth Tuhfeh, 'How many are these birds!' And Queen Wekhimeh said to
her, 'Know, O my sister, that this queen is called Queen Es Shuhba and that she is queen over all the Jinn from East to West. These birds that thou
seest are of her troops, and except they came in this shape, the earth would not contain them. Indeed, they came forth with her and are present with
her presence at this circumcision. She will give thee after the measure of that which hath betided thee (230) from the first of the festival to the last
thereof; and indeed she honoureth us all with her presence.'.31. The Scavenger and the Noble Lady of Baghdad cclxxxii.? ? ? ? ? God keep the days
of love-delight! How dearly sweet they were! How joyous and how solaceful was life in them whilere!.There was once a king of the kings, who
had a high palace, overlooking a prison of his, and he used to hear in the night one saying, 'O Ever-present Deliverer, O Thou whose relief is nigh,
relieve Thou me!' One day the king waxed wroth and said, "Yonder fool looketh for relief from [the consequences of] his crime. 'Then said he to
his officers, 'Who is in yonder prison?' And they answered, 'Folk upon whom blood hath been found.' (139) So the king bade bring the man in
question before him and said to him, 'O fool, little of wit, how shall thou be delivered from this prison, seeing that thine offence is great?' Then he
committed him to a company of his guards and said to them, 'Take this fellow and crucify him without the city.'
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