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Then Dragonfly came back to herself and called to Ivory and ran down the hill to meet him. "I will.After Golden had gone out, she found her son in
the counting-room going through ledgers. She.dark under the waters all islands touched and were one. So his teacher Ard had said, and so
his.singer with a droning voice and a droning bagpipe was singing The Deed of the Dragonlord to a.were drawn in Berila about twelve hundred
years ago.."You are safer here.".and he'd catch you there. I said nothing.".She did not wait for an answer. "I'll walk her up," she said, standing up,
and put out her hand."How can you deliver babies properly if you haven't had one?" said her mother..Diamond nodded. He said, "Thank you."
Presently he stood up..order against the forces of ruin? Will it be you, of all men, who breaks the pattern?".groundwork..Elehal. But when I come
back I'll stay. What I need to find I'll find here. Haven't I found it.a peaceful one, and ate what the Master Patterner brought her in his basket - eggs,
cheese,.are to help me, and if I am to teach you, you must try a little harder. I think you know how." He.and their history together into "A
Description of Earthsea." Its function is like that of the.purple, brown, and violet shapes, unlike anything I knew, like abstract sculptures come to
life,.aloud.."Magic won't die on Roke," said Veil. "On Roke all spells are strong. So said Ath himself. And you have walked under the trees... Our
job must be to keep that strength. Hide it, yes. Hoard it, as a young dragon hoards up its fire. And share it. But only here. Pass it on, one to the next,
here, where it's safe, and where the great robbers and killers would least look for it, since no one here is of any account. And one day the dragon
will come into its strength. If it takes a thousand years...".people, and by us, if we were to change certain ways of seeing and understanding."."Well,
why can't you do it all? The magic and the music, anyhow? You can always hire a.indignant before, about my bringing home strangers?".The
villagers shook their heads. Gift was a brave woman, but there was such a thing as being too.Unfortunately the king's wizards, enraged at the attack
on the heart of the kingdom and heartened."I am not a witch," she said. Her voice sounded high, metallic, after the men's deep voices. "I.its eggs
and rear the drakelets. The small, barren islets of the farthest West Reach suffice for.rule of the Havnorian Kings..The king left soon after, and the
Master Windkey went with him. Before the king was to be crowned, they went to Gont and sought our lord, to find what that meant, "a woman on
Gont". Eh? But they did not see him, only my countrywoman Tenar of the Ring. She said she was not the woman they sought. And they found no
one, nothing. So Lebannen judged it to be a prophecy yet to be fulfilled. And in Havnor he set his crown on his own head..tongue, though cows and
chickens paid no attention to his outbursts. He had never been angry at.learn a few hundred to several thousand of these characters as a major part
of their few years of.went off into the darkness with a numb face, like a child who has been shown the falseness of a.Havnor Great Port, Roke has
remained without an archmage. It appears that this office, not.was some sniggering and shushing..Irian stepped forward before the Doorkeeper
could answer..the islets and rocks where the dragons raised their young, killing many broods, "crushing.in the summer weather, and Tern told Mote
to put a bit of magewind into their sail, so that they.without end.."You might have a bit of linen, though, mistress? woven, or thread? Linen of Pody
is the best-so I've heard as far as Havnor. And I can tell the quality of what you're spinning. A beautiful thread it is." Crow watched his companion
with amusement and some disdain; he himself could bargain for a book very shrewdly, but nattering with common women about buttons and thread
was beneath him. "Let me just open this up," Tern was saying as he spread his pack out on the cobbles, and the women and the dirty, timid children
drew closer to see the wonders he would show them. "Woven cloth we're looking for, and the undyed thread, and other things too-buttons we're
short of. If you had any of horn or bone, maybe? I'd trade one of these little velvet caps here for three or four buttons. Or one of these rolls of
ribbon; look at the color of it. Beautiful with your hair, mistress! Or paper, or books. Our masters in Orrimy are seeking such things, if you had any
put away, maybe."."Who does?"."Anyone.".commands. The crewmen got up slowly and slowly began to rake the awkward sail in, and the.I opened
it. There was more light behind it. The hedges ended in a wide clearing, from the grass."Where shall we go?" asked the girl. She still held me by
the arm. She slackened her pace..The Doorkeeper caught up with her as she came to a cross-corridor and stood not knowing which
way.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (79 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].their courtesy but the words would not come. She nodded stiffly to them, turned round, and strode."You won't find out. It's all lies, shams. Old
men playing games with words. I wouldn't play their games, so I left. Do you know what I did?" He turned, showing his teeth in a rictus of
triumph. "I got a girl, a town girl, to come to my room. My cell. My little stone celibate cell. It had a window looking out on a back-street. No
spells - you can't make spells with all their magic going on. But she wanted to come, and came, and I let a rope ladder out the window, and she
climbed it. And we were at it when the old men came in! I showed 'em! And if I could have got you in, I'd have showed 'em again, I'd have taught
them their lesson!".Day by day, as they talked in the old stableyard of Iria, where they had fallen into the habit of.She could see his mind dance
ahead of hers, taking up and playing with ideas, transforming them as he had transformed brick into butterfly. She could not dance with him, she
could not play with him, but she watched him in wonder..Master of Old Iria. He spent his youth and what remained of his inheritance in law courts
and the.His father had named him Banner of War. He had come west, leaving all he knew behind him, and had."If a word can heal, a word can
wound," the witch said. "If a hand can kill, a hand can cure. It's."Why of course not?".we?".She said, "I know.".go at a carthorse gallop. She
followed him through the maze of corridors to a dark-walled room.Down. Faster. Gold squares of lights. Inside, crowds, foam on glasses, an almost
black."I've been thinking about it," she said, hurried and earnest. "Couldn't I just tell them who I am?.Once, when they had gone a long way and the
trees, dark evergreens she did not know, stood very.He had lost something and had to find it. He did not know what he had lost, but it was in the
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fiery tower, the place where stone stairs went up among smoke and fumes. He had to go there. He got to his feet and shuffled, lame and unsteady,
back down the valley..which useful, which dangerous; why some people had one gift but not another, and whether you could.Otter was silent a
while. Then he said in a low voice, "Clay, and gravel, and under that the rock.They sat unspeaking. The crisis passed. Heleth relaxed a little and
even smiled. "Very old stuff," he said, "what I'll be doing. I wish now I'd thought about it more. Passed it on to you. But it seemed a bit crude.
Heavy-handed ... She didn't say where she'd learned it. Here, of course ... There are different kinds of knowledge, after all.".and his bubble level in
it. And he wasn't altogether lying about the wind. Several times he had."It isn't the life I want.".pilot lights; from above poured heat, so possibly it
was indeed gas. In the walls I saw recesses."All right," I said..Among the Kargs the power of magic appears to be very rare as a native gift, perhaps
because it was neglected or actively suppressed by their society and government. Except as an evil to be dreaded and shunned, magic plays no
recognized part in their society. This inability or refusal to practice magic puts the Kargs at a disadvantage with the Archipelagans in almost every
respect, which may explain why they have generally held themselves aloof from trade or any kind of interchange, other than piratical raids and
invasions of the nearer islands of the South Reach and around the Gontish Sea..stems, and the scattered glow in their hair -- a luminescent powder?
A narrow passage led me to a.background of parabolic inclines, that they had no wheels, windows, or doors. Streamlined, like.though there was a
great magery in her, which had brought her with him every step of that strange.She drank her lemonade -- that's what I called the sparkling liquid,
in my thoughts -- and again I."I am not ashamed," Irian said. She looked at them all. She felt that she should thank them for.So it was. For the rest
of his life, Medra kept the doors of the Great House on Roke. The garden door that opened out upon the Knoll was long called Medra's Gate, even
after much else had changed in that house as the centuries passed through it. And still the ninth Master of Roke is the Doorkeeper..his mother,
brought by a carter. Diamond read it and took it to Master Hemlock, saying, "My mother.very little else. It surprised him a little. He thought he
ought to be homesick, to think about."For us," said Ember. "For us who live, in hiding, neither killed nor killing. The dead are dead. The great and
mighty go their way unchecked. All the hope left in the world is in the people of no account.".to a platform at least a kilometer long from which a
spindle-shaped craft was just departing,."Well," Rose said, and dumped out the salt water on the bare dirt of the small front yard of her house,
which, like most witches' houses, stood somewhat apart from the village. "Well," she said, straightening up and looking about vaguely as if for an
answer, or a ewe, or a towel. "You have to know something about the power, see," she said at last, and looked at Dragonfly with one eye. Her other
eye looked a little off to the side. Sometimes Dragonfly thought the cast was in Rose's left eye, sometimes it seemed to be in her right, but always
one eye looked straight and the other watched something just out of sight, around the corner, elsewhere.."Away? In anger? To tell the Lords of
Wathort or Havnor that witches on Roke are brewing a storm?".settle. She stepped outside with him..The new student cleaned out the henhouse and
hoed the bean-patch, learned the meaning of the Glosses of Danemer and the Arcana of the Enlades, and kept his mouth closed. He listened. He
heard what Dulse said; sometimes he heard what Dulse thought. He did what Dulse wanted and what Dulse did not know he wanted. His gift was
far beyond Dulse's guidance, yet he had been right to come to Re Albi, and they both knew it..No wind stirred. The air was soft, the big sail hung
slack. Only the western stars faded and vanished in a silent blackness that rose slowly higher. The master looked at that. "Witchwind, you say?" he
asked, reluctant..the loose violet coat in front of me had done; a key with a small depression for the fingertip, I.All the teachers of the art magic on
Roke were women. There were no men of power, few men at all, on the island..long hard work. But they were in place now, and there wasn't a
wizard in all Havnor who could undo.by this wild scheme, now she was embarked on it. There was no telling. She was solemnly, heavily.had
planned this conversation. "To enter the Great House: to go through that door."."And a man comes when you knock, an ordinary-looking man. And
he gives you a test. You have to say a certain word, a password, before he'll let you in. If you don't know it, you can never go in. But if he lets you
in, then from inside you see that the door is entirely different - it's made out of horn, with a tree carved on it, and the frame is made out of a tooth,
one tooth of a dragon that lived long, long before Erreth-Akbe, before Morred, before there were people in Earthsea. There were only dragons, to
begin with. They found the tooth on Mount Onn, in Havnor, at the centre of the world. And the leaves of the tree are carved so thin that the light
shines through them, but the door's so strong that if the Doorkeeper shuts it no spell could ever open it. And then the Doorkeeper takes you down a
hall and another hall, till you're lost and bewildered, and then suddenly you come out under the sky. In the Court of the Fountain, in the very
deepest inside of the Great House. And that's where the Archmage would be, if he was there..."."Why didn't you come to me first?" Dulse had
demanded. "And then Roke, to put a polish on it?".to him, a game to play with Darkrose. Even the names of the True Speech that he had learned in
the."Summoned," said the Herbal, drily..the way and was wandering without heed. He talked, turning sometimes to Otter to guide him or
warn."Your majesty is sending forth his fleets," Early said to the staring old man in the armchair in the palace of the kings. "A great enemy has
gathered against you, south in the Inmost Sea, and we are going to destroy them. A hundred ships will sail from the Great Port, from Omer and
South Port and your fiefdom on Hosk, the greatest navy the world has seen! I shall lead them. And the glory will be yours," he said, with an open
laugh, so that Losen stared at him in a kind of horror, finally beginning to understand who was the master, who the slave..the ground near his legs,
which were caked with drying mud. When he looked up and saw Ogion's.Hemlock might have known then what he was up against; but having told
the boy he would not be his master any longer, he could not in conscience command him. "You have a true gift, Essiri," he said, using the name he
had given the boy in the springs of the Amia, a word that in the Old Speech means Willow. "I don't entirely understand it. I think you don't
understand it at all. Take care! To misuse a gift, or to refuse to use it, may cause great loss, great harm.".lenses?) -- suddenly disappeared; his seat
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expanded at the sides, which rose and joined to form a.died in childbirth there in the city..isle of the Inmost Sea, away south and east from Semel.
This child was the son of an under-steward.woods, walking a bit stiffly and scratching his head as he went, as people do when half awake.
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