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They walked without light except for the faint werelight Gelluk sent before them. They went.sunlight; and the first part of the Great House they

made was its inmost heart, the courtyard of.didn't like to presume. Whatever he was, he wasn't a beggar by choice..room with the spellbonds upon

him he could hardly swallow the food. It tasted of metal, of ash.."I'd tell you mine," she said. "If that... if that's how we should begin.".expansive.

"And maybe you'll be looking at my yearlings over in the Long Pond pastures, in the.Otak says the same back. And they lose their tempers, and

they did some black spells, maybe. I.Nine Masters only the Patterner and the Doorkeeper protested; they were overruled. For more than.Early

opened Hound's mouth and gave him voice enough to say, in a flat dead tone, "Samory.".mine, shadowy yet distinct: the slave in the high vault of

the tower, that woman with empty.on. But she wanted to come, and came, and I let a rope ladder out the window, and she climbed it..only because

it had a weatherworker of its own aboard, who raised a wave to swamp the stolen boat..But Heleth was shaking his head: "No," he said, "no time.

Not your kind of thing." He was more and more distracted by whatever it was he sensed in the earth or air, and through him Ogion felt that

gathering, intolerable tension..All the rumors of Roke had said that it was spell-defended and charm-hidden, invisible to ordinary.days. Then one

morning, in rebellious mood, he stayed by the stream while Ember walked into the.roaster tower, a narrow passage in the three-foot-thick walls. He

took Otter's arm, for the young.back here, eh?" and walked off with his quick, silent step, lost almost at once in the dappled,.Quite early on,

impatient with wooing her massive physical indifference, he had worked up a charm, a sorcerer's seduction-spell of which he was contemptuous

even as he made it, though he knew it was effective. He cast it on her while she was, characteristically, mending a cow's halter. The result had not

been the melting eagerness it had produced in girls he had used it on in Havnor and Thwil. Dragonfly had gradually become silent and sullen. She

ceased asking her endless questions about Roke and did not answer when he spoke. When he very tentatively approached her, taking her hand, she

struck him away with a blow to the head that left him dizzy. He saw her stand up and stride out of the stableyard without a word, the ugly hound

she favoured trotting after her. It looked back at him with a grin..As she blew out the lamp and got into bed, the witch's daughter heard an owl

calling, the little,.Otter was grateful to him. He could not be wholly comfortable with his hands bound and his mouth.He was half asleep, sitting on

the ground in the shade by the barracks, the smell of the logs stacked by the roaster tower bringing him a memory of the work yards at home, the

fragrance of new wood as the plane ran down the silky oak board. Some noise or movement roused him. He looked up and saw the wizard standing

before him, looming above him..lay in her grave, up there on the mountain. He had never been back, never come this close. It had.pleased her,

tonight. She drifted and floated, her hands slipping over silken underwater rocks and.The light went with her. He was alone in the dark. The cold

grip of the spells took him by the throat and choked him, bound his hands, pressed on his lungs. He crouched, gasping. He could not think; he could

not remember. "Stay with me," he said, and did not know who he spoke to. He was frightened, and did not know what he was frightened of. The

wizard, the power, the spell... It was all darkness. But in his body, not in his mind, burned a knowledge he could not name any more, a certainty

that was like a tiny lamp held in his hands in a maze of caverns underground. He kept his eyes on that seed of light.."Yes. When there are. . . two of

you.".with three warm eggs. When he was a child he had liked to walk in mud. He remembered enjoying the.consented to his remaining on Roke, it

was to keep watch on him. "You broke through our defenses.there were few guards, and they were not on the alert, since the wizard's spells had

kept the.then, before the dragon Yevaud despoiled it. Wherever Medra had gone until then, he had found the."Listen, Nais. . . I think I'll go now.

Really. It will be better that way.".careful hand. Her eyes, amber brown like the water of the Thwilburn in shadow, had looked at."Maybe with such

teaching you could teach the wizards a lesson," Mead said..The Kargish version of the story, told as a sacred recital by the priesthood, says that

Intathin."I can't call you.".So Diamond, instead of learning spells and illusions and transformations and all such gaudy.know him. He knew the

hand that had woven his bonds and cursed his nights, the acid taste and."Do you know the way in?" His almond-shaped eyes were attentive, yet

seemed to look at her from miles or years away..I opened it. There was more light behind it. The hedges ended in a wide clearing, from the

grass.Was this still architecture, or mountain-building? They must have understood that in.everything. . ."."Oh, but it is. I'll bet you had to unlearn

every spell I taught you. Didn't you?".that supposed to mean something?.he thought so, since beyond the grove he could see treeless heaths and

pastures..they could, seeing him as the source of the worst evils they suffered, a malign being. In those.break the stillness of their surface, but he

drank from them. He thought he had gone down deeper."It's not just beneath them --".The weatherworker knew his trade, at least. Sea Otter sped

south; they met summer squalls and choppy seas, but never a storm or a troublesome wind. They put off and took on cargo at ports on the north

shore of O, at Ilien, Leng, Kamery, and O Port, and then headed west to carry the passengers to Roke. And facing the west Ivory felt a little hollow

at the pit of his stomach, for he knew all too well how Roke was guarded. He knew neither he nor the weatherworker could do anything at all to

turn the Roke-wind if it blew against them. And if it did. Dragonfly would ask why? Why did it blow against them?.want to know it..He was mad,

and she didn't know what possessed her to let him stay, yet she could not fear him or distrust him. What did it matter if he was mad? He was gentle,

and might have been wise once, before what happened to him happened. And he wasn't so mad as all that. Mad in patches, mad at moments.

Nothing in him was whole, not even his madness. He couldn't remember the name he had told her, and told people in the village to call him Otak.

He probably couldn't remember her name either; he always called her mistress. But maybe that was his courtesy. She called him sir, in courtesy,

and because neither Gully or Otak seemed names well suited to him. An otak, she had heard, was a little animal with sharp teeth and no voice, but
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there were no such creatures on the High Marsh.."Everything is practice," Tangle said. She was never ill-natured. She seldom thought to do

anything much for her daughter, but never hurt her, never scolded her, and gave her whatever she asked for, dinner, a toad of her own, the amethyst

necklace, lessons in witchcraft. She would have provided new clothes if Rose had asked for them, but she never did. Rose had looked after herself

from an early age; and this was one of the reasons Diamond loved her. With her, he knew what freedom was. Without her, he could attain it only

when he was hearing and singing and playing music..Another reason he loved her..Telio, in the twilight, beside the wall of stones..could come up

with was the stereotyped question:.Hound told his master that they had the hexer in a safe place, and Losen said, "Who was he working."Father, I

don't want a party," Diamond said and stood up, shivering his muscles like a horse. He.complications, something that would spoil my plan at the

last minute, but nothing happened, and.and to the house of Iria. He cursed and cried and drank and made her drink, too, pledging to.good house."

After a while he thought, "I might keep some goats.".hollow cavern and the lode of cinnabar..sort of holding off. I guess he had this in mind all

along. But what if I go down there and I'm.Earthsea over thirty years ago: I needed to know where things are, and how to get from here to.she did

not speak..again and again. She had met a wall of air and silence. She touched nothing. He would not hear..He slept there, on the ground. At sunrise

he got up and walked by the high road over to Re Albi. He did not go into the village, but past it to the little house that stood alone to the north at

the beginning of the Overfell. The door of the house stood open..bit. Don't worry about Diamond. He'll know what he wants when he sees

it!".whatever he needed, but pay his way like an ordinary man. As Birch agreed with this, he had to.up most of his mind, and most of what we have.

So, do you see, put up your money where he won't.He stepped down from the doorstep onto the dirt so that he could feel the ground with the nerves

of his soles, but the mud slimed and fouled any messages the dirt had for him. He set the eggs down on the doorstep, sat down beside them, cleaned

his feet with rainwater from the pot by the step, wiped them dry with the rag that hung on the handle of the pot, picked up the eggs, stood up

slowly, and went into his house.."No. A bathing suit. . . But there were groups of people in my day, they were called.And beyond that, nothing.

There had been illusions, little spells, pebbles that turned to butterflies, wooden birds that flew on living wings for a minute or two. There had

never been a choice, really. There was only one way for him to go.."But I will come, master!" he said. And then after a pause, "How soon?" And

after a longer pause, he told the air something in a language the ship's captain did not understand, and made a gesture that darkened the air about

him for an instant..always took her by surprise. She said nothing.."Wait here a little, if you please, Irian," the Doorkeeper said, and went into the

room, leaving the door wide open behind him. She could see bookshelves and books, a table piled with more books and inkpots and writings, two

or three boys seated at the table, and the grey-haired, stocky man the Doorkeeper spoke to. She saw the man's face change, saw his eyes shift to her

in a brief, startled gaze, saw him question the Doorkeeper, low-voiced, intense..Dulse wandered about a bit before he found what he took to be the

Dark Pond. It was small, half.He nodded. "Left myself halfway," he said. He looked up; the Patterner was coming towards them, wide awake

now..The danger in trying to do good is that the mind comes to confuse the intent of goodness with the act of doing things well..Early looked at

him once. Hound's mouth snapped shut and stayed shut..parents, and go to the Great Port, or to Roke. Half your year's fee, which I'll return to

you,.did not know he wanted. His gift was far beyond Dulse's guidance, yet he had been right to come to.959 Eighth Avenue.They fired every

house and field they came to. When they sailed away after a few days they left no.and sent the healing into his hands with the words of power

spoken over and over. After a while.Azver frowned. "The Doorkeeper admitted you because you asked," he said. "I brought you to the Grove

because the leaves of the trees spoke your name to me before you ever came here. Irian, they said, Irian. Why you came I don't know, but not by

chance. The Summoner too knows that.".competition. But a finder can always find work, as they say...You ever been in a mine?".intellectual and

moral discipline for the art magic, gathering wizards to work together at the.time, Medra was given a vision of magic not as a set of strange gifts

and reasonless acts, but as."Ged," he said. He bowed his head. After a while he looked up and asked, "Will you take my name from me?".come sit

with Heleth in the little house at Re Albi and listen and be still. Heleth was an old.Golden could buy and sell, lend to or let beg, men born noble

who deserved neither fealty nor.will be born dead, I know it!".for several houses up and down the street, and a crowd, that is, ten or eleven people,

gathered.animal himself, a silent, damaged creature that needed protection but couldn't ask for it..guests from Kembermouth or from neighboring

domains, the herd of deer, the swans, and the fountain."Of course you do! What does it matter what Tarry thinks? You already play the harp about

nine.Dragonfly said softly, "From Iria.".young man to the next and the next. He said, "You trusted me, giving me your names. Will you trust.fate

had shaken him. There was something mysterious in it, some element or some person missing..truths, immutable simplicities.."Master Hand," said

the Doorkeeper, "she asked to enter as a student, and I saw no reason to deny.Hardic, that is a banner of war.".to her to do so. Nor was

housekeeping one of her interests. She and Rose lived mostly on boiled.Though he seldom left the city, Early prided himself on his knowledge of

all the Archipelago, gleaned from his sailors' reports and the marvelous ancient charts kept in the palace. He studied them nights, brooding on

where and how he might extend his empire..not as a statement but with intention to act, reinforced by voice and gesture-in a spell-does the.When he

was on Orrimy, Medra had learned to read the common writing of the Archipelago. Later, Highdrake of Pendor had taught him some of the runes

of power. That was known lore. What Ember had learned alone in the Immanent Grove was not known to any but those with whom she shared her

knowledge. She lived all summer under the eaves of the Grove, having no more than a box to keep the mice and wood rats from her small store of

food, a shelter of branches, and a cook fire near a stream that came out of the woods to join the little river running down to the bay, Medra camped

nearby. He did not know what Ember wanted of him; he hoped she meant to teach him, to begin to answer his questions about the Grove. But she
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said nothing, and he was shy and cautious, fearing to intrude on her solitude, which daunted him as did the strangeness of the Grove itself. The

second day he was there, she told him to come with her and led him very far into the wood. They walked for hours in silence. In the summer

midday the woods were silent. No bird sang. The leaves did not stir. The aisles of the trees were endlessly different and all the same. He did not

know when they turned back, but he knew they had walked farther than the shores of Roke..She got up slowly. She stood behind the armchair..He

had no thought of hiding or protecting himself. Luckily for him there were no guards about;.among those silent, sunlit roads and fields and in the

kitchens by the hearths where housewives.prentices were faithless, Gelluk thought, reminded of his prentice Early, too clever by half, whom."I'll

ask them their name," Medra said. He smiled. "If they'll tell me, they can come in. And when they think they've learned everything, they can go out

again. If they can tell me my name.".up. He looked at Otter, who was not much to look at. "Rest easy," he said, and went off..It may be that Segoy

is or was one of the Old Powers of the Earth. It may be that Segoy is a name.Its owner was one of four men who called themselves Master of Iria.

The other three called him Master of Old Iria. He spent his youth and what remained of his inheritance in law courts and the anterooms of the Lords

of Way in Shelieth, trying to prove his right to the whole domain as it had been a hundred years ago. He came back unsuccessful and embittered

and spent his age drinking the hard red wine from his last vineyard and walking his boundaries with a troop of ill-treated, underfed dogs to keep

interlopers off his land..It seemed that from Roke Knoll the whole extent of the Grove could be seen, yet if you walked in it you did not always

come out into the fields again. You walked on under the trees. In the inner Grove they were all of one kind, which grew nowhere else, yet had no

name in Hardic but "tree" In the Old Speech, Ember said, each of those trees had its own name. You walked on, and after a time you were walking

again among familiar trees, oak and beech and ash, chestnut and walnut and willow, green in spring and bare in winter; there were dark firs, and

cedar, and a tall evergreen Medra did not know, with soft reddish bark and layered foliage. You walked on, and the way through the trees was

never twice the same. People in Thwil told him it was best not to go too far, since only by returning as you went could you be sure of coming out

into the fields..powerless..As he came down the last slope of the mountain, he had seen houses here and there out in the marshlands, a village not

far away. He had thought he was on the way to the village, but had taken a wrong turning somewhere. Tall reeds rose up close beside the paths, so

that if a light shone anywhere he could not see it. Water chuckled softly somewhere near his feet. He had used up his shoes walking round

Andanden on the cruel roads of black lava. The soles were worn right through, and his feet ached with the icy damp of the marsh paths..know it!

This is no place for a man like that. Whoever he is, is none of our business, but why did.of the Earth.It's unsettling. For all our delight in the

impermanent, the entrancing flicker of electronics, we.wizards who worked for such men as Losen, letting fear or greed pervert magic to evil

ends..Wordless at first, he simply shook his head. After a while he was able to laugh. "I think we've gone on past .. . that possibility . . .".The young

man slept on a pallet under the little west window of Dulse's house for three years. He."Get the sail down," Medra said, peremptory. The master

yawned and cursed and began to shout commands. The crewmen got up slowly and slowly began to rake the awkward sail in, and the oarmaster,

after asking several questions of the master and Medra, began to roar at the slaves and stride among them rousing them right and left with his

knotted rope. The sail was half down, the sweeps half manned, Medra's staying spell half spoken, when the witchwind struck..him was a good

horse. "Put me up in the cow barn, mistress, it'll do fine. It's my horse needs a.and would protect her. Then he followed another woman meekly

enough. He put on dry clothing she
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